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Protest From Jewell Faculty.
Concern for Academic Freedom Arises Over Dismissal of Baptist 

Author by Theological Seminary.

A
P R 0 T E S T resolution

against the recent dis­
missal of Dr. Ralph H. 
Elliott from his post at 

Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary has been passed by 
the faculty of William Jewell 
college, Liberty.

Dr. Elliott, who was fired Oc­
tober 25 as a result of a con­
troversy over his book “The 
Message of Genesis/’ received 
a copy yesterday.

It reads:
“The faculty of William Jew­

ell college expresses its serious 
regret and grave concern over 
the recent dismissal of Dr. El­
liott from his teaching position 
at Midwestern Baptist Semi­
nary, feeling that such action 
represents a threat to academic 
freedom.

“With no intention of either 
becoming involved in or passing 
judgment on the specifics of the 
particular case, we yet forward 
this protest on the grounds that 
the principle of free inquiry in 
the search for truth on the part 
of a responsible faculty mem­
ber of a recognized institution 
of higher learning has been vi­
olated, and that the result is an 
intimidation of and infringe­

account of the creation of the 
world and the Adam and Eve 
story, as symbolic and theologi­
cal rather than literal and his­
torical.

ment upon the sacred trust 
committed to every teacher.

“Freedom of speech is so fun­
damental to a democratic soci­
ety—and freedom of inquiry so 
crucial to the continuance of 
the freedom of the speech—that' 
its abrogation must be opposed 
wherever it occurs. It is for this 
reason and without any malice, 
that this protest is forwarded 
and in this spirit that it is earn­
estly intended.”

The resolution also was sent 
to the president of the seminary 
and its board of trustees. It was 
reported all but one of the 59 
faculty members of the Baptist 
college voted for its passage.

Dr. Elliott said yesterday the 
Bethany Press in St. Louis, a 
Christian church publishing 
house is giving “serious consid­
eration” to printing a second 
edition of the book. No contract 
has been negotiated however, 
he said.

The book was first published 
by the Broadman Press of the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
board, Nashville, Tenn., but 
criticism kept it from a second 
printing. Copyright privileges 
have been returned to him, Dr. 
Elliott said.

The book treats the Biblical


