
Baptist Laymen Call 
For Seminary Purge

Committee of About 200 Has Adopted Strongly- 
Worded Resolution Aimed at Liberalistic 

Teaching at School Here.

A committee of about 200 
Southern Baptist laymen in 
Greater Kansas City today re­
vealed it has adapted three pow­
erfully-worded resolutions aimed 
at purging Midwestern Baptist 
Theological seminary of liberal­
istic teaching trends.

Committee officers say the 
resolutions will be brought to 
the floor of the denomination’s 
national meeting here next 
month. They call for:
• An investigation of all 

Southern Baptist-supported 
schools and personnel concern­
ing liberalistic trends in teach­
ing the Bible.

• Withholding of all funds 
from Midwestern seminary until 
further notice.

Ф A meeting of Midwestern’s 

trustees within the next 60 days 
to terr mate the contracts of all 
administrative and teaching per­
sonnel “who have, or do, give 
encouragement to the liberal 
view.”

At Session Sunday.
The resolutions were adopted 

by unanimous vote at a mass 
meeting Sunday at the Raytown 
Baptist church, Jesse Metz, jr., 
8907 Smart avenue, Independ­
ence, said today.

Metz is chairman of a steer­
ing committee of nine laymen 
and three Baptist ministers.

The original draft of a single 
resolution was prepared two 
weeks ago by the steering com­
mittee, Metz said, but it was re-
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written into three separate reso­
lutions after consultation in Bol­
ivar, Mo., with advisers on Bap­
tist convention procedures.

The resolutions assert that 
“liberalistic trends and teachers 
have not been removed, even 
after the request made by the 
convention in San Francisco.”

The group asks the Baptist 
national body to authorize ex­
penses for an investigating com­
mittee to probe the church’s en­
tire educational system. It di­
rects the convention treasurer to 
withhold funds for the seminary 
here until a written release per­
mits him to resume regular fi­

nancial support of the institu­
tion.

From Baptist Board.
The announcement comes on 

the heels of another strong 
reprimand, given the seminary 
yesterday by the executive 
board of the Missouri Baptist 
convention.

The board also blamed the 
school for failing to rid itself 
of “the liberalism which is still 
apparent amongst some of the 
faculty.”

Dr. Millard J. Berquist, semi­
nary president, yesterday ex­
pressed great distress at hear­
ing of the state board’s move, 
and said a statement would be 
issued today, after consultation 

with Dr. Malcolm B. Knight, 
Jacksonville, Fla., president of 
the trustee board.

Dr. Berquist said today, how­
ever, that the statement was 
not completed, and Dr. Knight, 
contacted by telephone, de­
clined to comment.

To Mteet Again.
Metz said a meeting of the 

area group’s steering commit­
tee was being called for next 
week to determine what new 
light, if any, the board action 
yesterday may throw on the 3- 
part resolution.

“They (the laymen) accept­
ed the resolutions unanimously 
to be presented to the conven­
tion in their name,” Metz said. 
“They were very anxious that 
we take action.”

Metz indicated his belief the 
group would go ahead with its 
original plans.

“I wouldn’t want to face those 
200 people again and ask them 
to withdraw it,” he said.

Today’s announcement, with 
that of the state executive board 
yesterday, throws a shadow on 
what had appeared to be a work­
ing solution of the seminary’s 
long-standing difficulties.

After an all-day session here 
March 12, the Midwestern trus­
tees adopted by unanimous vote 
a broad policy standardizing 
professors’ rights of tenure, dis­
missal procedures, and limits of 
academic freedom and respon­
sibility.

BATTLE ERIE ICE.
Buffalo (AP) — Coast Guard 

cutters continued today to pound • 
away at Lake Erie ice off Buf­
falo, the only Great Lakes port 
still clogged by ice jams.

Phone Sunday Want Ads in before 
12 noon Saturday ВЛ. 1-5500. Adv.


