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Dr. Millard J. Berquist, President
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary
Kansas City 10, Missouri

Dear Dr. Berquist:

I came to Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary in September of 1961 
after repeated insistence on your part that I was the man you wanted 
ae chairman of the New Testament Department, I left a responsible po­
sition at Baylor University, persuaded that you intended to create here 
a theological seminary in which an open search for truth under the lead­
ership of God could be carried out. After prayerful consideration of 
the opportunity afforded here for the continuation of genuine theologi­
cal education, I agreed to come and seek to make my contribution to the 
kingdom of God and to Southern Baptists through this school.

The character and quality of the faculty, the direction of open scholar­
ship which you had indicated, and the fact that you stood solidly behind 
your faculty in rejecting all efforts to force this school into a narrow 
pattern of instruction, provided an atmosphere of confidence and hope. 
We were, indeed, well on the way to becoming a genuine fellowship of 
learners, led by the Spirit of God. We had the chance to create here 
the kind of school that Southern Baptists desperately need, that rare 
combination of openness to truth and obedience to Christ which in con­
science refuses to see its task reduced to that of mere indoctrination 
of what has already been learned or, on the other hand, to allow itself 
to become a place for mental gymnastics without reference to the work 
of the denomination and the cause of Christ.

Our opportunity came suddenly to an end when one of our faculty members 
was sacrificed in an effort to appease our critics, This act was a 
dishonorable and unjust attempt to sell the life of one man in order to 
buy off the attackers. Although it is already becoming clear that it 
did not still the critics, it did serve notice that theological educa­
tion could be controlled by unwarranted attack upon a professor who 
had signed the statement of faith and had been previously cleared by 
the Board of Trustees.
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This event has made it impossible for me to continue as a member of this 
faculty. It is impossible, in the first place, for purely personal 
reasons. I cannot in good conscience continue to identify myself with 
a school which has so little regard for basic Christian principles. My 
continued presence on the faculty can only be interpreted as supporting, 
or at least condoning, the action of the President and Board of Trustees. 
This for me is intolerable. I would have resigned immediately in pro­
test of the action, except for my sense of responsibility to the students 
already in my classes. I wanted to resign, and I think I would have 
done so, had you not, in trying to persuade me to take no action, de­
clined to give any assurance that I would be allowed to continue teach­
ing through the school year.

Further, I cannot remain a member of this faculty because I no longer 
believe that we can have a school here. Appeasement and sacrifice, 
even though paraded in the name of Christian compromise, cannot create 
a situation in which the truth can be spoken. The critics will con­
tinue their attack. Your assurance, and that of some members of the 
Board of Trustees, that the theological direction of the school will 
not be changed, I cannot accept. Other men will be sacrificed as soon 
as they speak publicly what they teach in their classes, for most of 
us believe and teach as Ralph Elliott did. Since I must refuse to 
proclaim my theological and biblical understanding only in private and 
since I must refuse to bring my public teaching into conformity with 
the views of literalists, I eannot remain.

It is not easy to contemplate the abandonment of a task to which the 
major part of my adult life has been dedicated. I have wanted to give 
my very best to Southern Baptists. I have sought to be a good steward 
of the educational opportunities which Southern Baptists provided. My 
ministry in this area is now abruptly terminated. It is not easy, but 
I have no choice, I must seek to make my contribution to the kingdom 
of God outside the circle of theological education among Southern 
Baptists.

Therefore, I submit herewith my resignation from the faculty of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and request that it be ac­
cepted, effective July 31» 196?.

Sincerely yours,

Heber F. Peacock
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