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Dr. ‘■‘illard °. В erquist
Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
50OD1 N. Oak Street Trfwy.
Klaneas City 13, Missouri.

Dear Dr. berquist,

I would like to drop you a line to ехргевз to you and to the 
Seminary my a, ; reciation for all the things ycu have done for me.

I was ceiled to the Church here in Alton the first of this 
year. Fer the first time T’m really ”on my own” in study and have 
my first ’’full time” pastorate, since all my other pastorates were 
student pastorates.

khat 1 get at Midwestern Seminary is of unmeasurable value to me 
now. My semiaary experience was something like that of a baby eagle 
be ng :ushed cut of its nest ty its mother. At Midwestern, x had to 
study, search and think on my own. ^ut out of t is experience, x have 
learned to navigate on seas that before were beyond my reach. You all 
took me off the bottle and equipped me with spiritual teeth whereby I 
can go cn to a stronger diet.

I am pastoring a Church that has been saturated with the landmark 
influence. Yet, I have found that these Christian folks welcome the 
positive presentation of the fruits of my seminary studies. Of c urse, 
I try to give them the fruit and net the tools, or as Dr. Matthews said 
many times, ’’the cream and not the separator”.

Right now we are studying John in cur Wednesday night prayer meetings. 
For my personal study on this bock, I am translating it from the Creek, 
1 will ever be indebted to Dr. Thcmason and Dr. Coble for my training 
in this field.

You are aware, I’m sure, that all ycur teachers of high caliber. 
I also know that ycu are standing with Dr. Elliott in this time of 
testing, but I want to say that in my opinion that you don’t have a 
man on the faculty that is more dedecated to the Lord and to to truth 
than he. The ^elf-apncinted judges of our ranks may sell him short, 
but I believe that the Judge of all will vindicate him in due time. 
I believe that any desciple of Jesus Christ should have a high regard 
for truth. Even in my first year there at Seminary when I disagreed 
with Dr. Elliott, I never had any doubt that he was seeking the truth 
of God’s word. It is my personal belief that those who oppose this 
man fall under the condemnation of the words of Samuel Coleridge: 
”He, who begins by loving Christianity better than Truth, will proceed 
by loving his own Sect or Church better than Christianity, and end in 
loving himself better than al

Thanks for everything, and if I can do anything for you all there 
at the school, I will feel honered to oblige.

Sincerely,


