
Dr. Conrad Willard
Calvary Baptist Church OCCi c
Kansas City, Missouri

Dear Dr, Willard:

I have been rather surprised and disappointed at the recent amount of 
publicity I have been hearing and reading concerning the teachings of 
Ralph Elliott. First I would like to say that I am and will always be 
grateful to God for allowing my wife and me the privilege of sitting 
under the teaching of Dr. Elliott along with the other professors at 
Midwestern Seminary. I came from a livestock business to the seminary 
in 1958. I was a young Christian and had very little Biblical knowledge 
or background. I was a lamb that could easily have been devoured by 
the heretical type of person that publicity is assigning to Ralph Elliott. 
This, however, was not the case. During my first semester at Midwestern 
I took Hebrew and Old Testament Survey from Dr. Elliott, and Biblical 
Archaeology from Dr. Morton, and New Testament from Dr. McClain. 
This was a trying time in my life for I was fighting a call to the Foreign 
Mission field. It was through the teachings of Dr. Elliott and Dr. Morton 
and private conferences with them that I was able to find God’s leadership 
in a deeper way than I had previously known. It was on the first Missionary 
Day I went forward to surrender to world missions.

During my second year at the seminary I took Advanced Hebrew under Dr. 
Elliott. I had learned to appreciate his method of teaching, although he 
required hard work from his students. However, he did not require any­
thing of his students that he was not willing to give himself and his first 
interest is to help each student help himself in his search for truth. He 
requires his students to look to the right and to the left, to read widely 
and then to find a path that they themselves can walk.

This past year I was privileged to sit in Dr. Elliott's class on Old Testament 
Theology. I have seldom been in a revival meeting where God's presence 
was as strong. His teachings on the theological message of Genesis helped 
me to gain rather than to lose my Bible. This incite has enabled me to 
gain personal strength from God’s presence and to preach with more power 
than ever before. This was without a doubt the most outstanding course that 
I took at Midwestern. I wish that every minister in the Southern Baptist 
Convention could have studied this course. In my mind there is no doubt 
but that Dr. Ralph Elliott was sent by God to head the Old Testament Depart­
ment of Midwestern Seminary and that I was sent by this same God to sit at 
the feet of Dr. Elliott to be prepared for the difficult task of trying to be 
God’s servant to the Moslem people of East Pakistan.
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I feel that I am voicing not only my conviction* but also the convictions 
of my fellow students who have taken advanced courses under Dr. Elliott 
which has enabled us to more fully evaluate him as a Christian and as a 
teacher.

I have held back voicing my feelings because I felt the things I was reading 
and hearing were only strands of the truth twisted to leave a false im­
pression and I saw no necessity of defending truth. However, there has 
been so much said by those who have not had the privilege of so many 
class hours under Dr. Elliott that I felt it my duty to pass along my 
personal testimony of what I had seen and heard.

Carl Ryther
Brunswick, Missouri


