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At the time of the controversy, I was a second year student at the seminary. 
Midwestern Seminary was a young institution, just five years old when the 
controversy broke over it. In fact, from my perspective it looked as though 
it might not survive, strangled in its crib by the web of this controversy.

Being a young seminary, there was no apparatus in place to deal with charges 
against a faculty member. Once the first shot was fired, Dr. Elliott became 
the target of every Fundamentalist pulpit in Missouri and the surrounding states.

As near as I can recall, the controversy began when two students began to carry 
to ceratin Fundamentalist pastors in the area, the word that Dr. Elliott was 
teaching liberalism in his Old Testament classes.
Some key pastors in Missouri, Oklahoma, Kansas and Arkansas began to make charges 
against Dr. Elliott and the seminary, both from their pulpits and in letters. 
In Missouri, these key leaders were Dr. W. Ross Edwards, Pastor of the Swope 
Park Baptist Church, Kansas City, Mack R. Douglas, Pastor of the Tower Grove 
Baptist Church, St. Louis(see enclosed bulletin by Douglas in Elliott folder), 
Dr. Earl Harding, Executive-Secretary of the Missouri Baptist Convention and 
the Editor of the State paper, "The Word and Way”.(his name slips me at this time)
Outside of Missouri, Dr. K. Owen White, a Pastor in Texas was an outspoken critic 
of Dr. Elliott and the seminary.

It is my frank opinion that as the pressure was building against Dr. Elliott, 
Dr. Berquist, President of the seminary, who was also under great pressure 
from both sides, made a major decision. Up to a certain point, Dr. Berquist 
had defeneded Dr. Elliott and the principle of academic freedom. However, 
realizing that the future of Midwestern was at stake(l refer to Mack Douglas’s 
statement in his bulletin, "I would rather see the school closed then continue 
to teach what is being taught.")At the time, he was not alone in such thinking]; 
I believe he, threw Dr. Elliott to the wolves, in order that he might save the 
institution. Had an apparatus, a board or a committee been in place, Dr. Elliott 
might have received a fairer hearing and could have had a vehicle in which to 
defend himself. He may have still been dismissed, but those making charges 
against him would have hadto substantiate their charges in writing and have 
given proof. As it was, hearsay and innuedo were leveled at Dr. Elliott.
For example, it was charged that the book, "The Message of Genesis" was a 
required textbook for Old Testament students. Later a charge was made that it 
was required reading for all Old Testament classes. Neither of these charges 
were true(see student petition to Midwestern Trsuees-Dr. Elliott folder).

While I did not have classes with Dr. Elliott(Dr. Roy Lee Honeycutt was my Old 
Testament Professor), he did preach a revival at the farm community church I 
was pastoring at the time, Allendale Baptist Church(Worth County, Missouri). 
His messages were well received by the people of the church, who were by and 
large farming people.
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My personal impressions of Ralph Elliott are of a warm, deeply sensitive and 
caring person, who really loved people. There is no way that one could hear 
him preach and then call him a liberal. In fact, the members of the Allendale 
Baptist Church were shocked by the announcement that he was dismissed by the 
trustees. I believe that as a result of the Elliott controversy our denomination 
lost a fine Biblical scholar, a committed Christian and one loyal to the heritage 
of Southern Baptists.

While I did support the overall goals and objectives of the Student Protest 
Movement, I did not support their boycott of classes. I felt at the time that we 
could best show our support of the faculty and Dr. Elliott by attending classes.
A great deal of the attack came from men who grew up under the influence of 
Landmark and Fundamentalism of the John R. Rice type.
Did the controversy have an adverse affect on the seminary and its students. From 
my perspective, I believe that it did. I remember after graduation sitting in 
the office of a Director of Mission of an Association in Missouri. I had requested 
an interview and shared with him my resume. This man's attitude and actions 
towards me were at best hostile and unchristian. He was not interested in who I 
was, or what I believed, the fact that I was a Midwestern graduate was sufficient 
in his eyes to make me a liberal. Fortunately, there were many other Director's 
of Mission, not only in Missouri, but in the surrounding states who did not share 
this view.
I realize that I am looking back upon events that happened twenty four years ago. 
Still I feel that my impressions even at this later date are valid ones.
I still feel that given a better method or apparatus to deal with such controversies, 
Dr. Elliott might have survived. I cite as an example the recent controversy 
surrounding Dr. Temple Sparkman at Midwestern. Since no apparatus was in place, 
Dr. Elliott was dismissed, Fundamentalism gained the upper hand and Southern 
Baptists lost a committed Christian scholar.
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