
RESOLUTION

WHEREAS many of the churches of the Missouri Baptist Conven­

tion are concerned with the situation that continues to exist at 

Midwestern Seminary, and

WHEREAS many Missouri Baptists feel that news releases about 

the Trustee meetings of the Seminary have given erroneous impres­

sions of a harmony of opinion which actually did not exist, and

WHEREAS the relation between the faculty and the trustees 

appears to be strained, be it

RESOLVED that the Southern Baptist Convention be memorialized 

as follows: The Executive Board of the Missouri Baptist Convention 

feels that the Trustees of Midwestern Seminary have not carried out 

completely the directive of the San Francisco session of the Con­

vention concerning its Boards and Agencies and we pray the Conven­

tion to instruct the Trustees of Midwestern to proceed with whatever 

steps are necessary to complete the removal of the liberalism which 

is still apparent amongst some of the faculty of Midwestern. Be 

it further

RESOLVED that this action be released to the "Word and Way" and 

the Press and that a copy of it be sent to Dr. H. H. Hobbs, President, 

Southern Baptist Convention, done this 23rd day of April, 1963, 

Jefferson City, Missouri.



RESOLUTION OF THE 1962 GRADUATING CLASS OF MIDWESTERN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

In reply to the Editorial of the April 26, 1962 issue of the Word and Way, 
Official Publication of the Missouri Baptist Convention

(Adopted by a unanimous vote)

STATEMENT:

1. That we, in view of the obvious implication of this editorial that some of 

the faculty members of Midwestern Seminary were dismissed from Southern 

Baptist Theological Seminary of Louisville, Kentucky, for Theological reasons, 

say emphatically that this was not the case, and request that you repudiate such 

implication as it is a direct threat to the integrity and ability of these men as 

theological professors;

2. That we further advise that Dr, Ralph Elliott's book, The Message of 

Genesis is not now, nor has it ever been, a required textbook at Midwestern Sem­

inary, nor has it ever been on any required reading list;

3. We also advise that the students at Midwestern Seminary do have a right 

to disagree with their professors without penalty. The students feel free to do 

this and are regarded and respected as competent and mature individuals. We 

feel that this is a part of healthy, stimulating, creative education;

4. That we of the graduating class of Midwestern Seminary strongly affirm 

the Bible to be the source of authority and the sole rule of faith and practice on 

matters of religion, and the professors of this institution do faithfully affirm this 

doctrine;

5. That we further affirm that we believe, and have been taught by our pro­

fessors to believe, in the competency of the individual before God to read the 

Scriptures and interpret them for himself. We consider this to be a cherished 

tenet of our Baptist heritage.

Respectfully submitted in Christian love with the request and hope that this 

will be published at the earliest possible date.


