
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF NEGRO MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 
AS PROMOTED BY SOUTHERN BAPTISTS WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE 

TO THE COMMISSION ON THE AMERICAN BAPTIST 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY* ’

/May
1845 The first Convention instructs the Board of Domestic missions "to take all prudent 

measures, for the religious instruction of our colored population. " Consistently 
through the years some report has been given on work among the Negroes.

1872 The Board of Domestic and Indian Missions hopes "to lay the foundation of an 
institution, whose object shall be the education of suitable young colored men 
for the gospel ministry . . . ."

1878 The Convention speaks of "our duty to the colored race, " and encourages Baptists 
to assist Negroes in attending one of the schools maintained by the American Baptist 
Home Missions Society.

1884 An offering of $10,000 proposed to aid young Negro ministers to secure an educa
tion .

1889 The Home Missions Board declares that it is ready to place a "theological instructor 
in every state in the South to teach and train colored ministers.

1894 The Convention commended the Home Mission Board for its work in helping train 
colored ministers.

1897 Money for a course of lectures in the Atlanta Negro Baptist Seminary provided by 
the Home Mission Board.

1898 Bible institutes proposed as a program for the Home Mission Board in its work 
among Negroes.

1904 Southern and National Baptist Conventions agree on a plan of co-operative work 
with the Negroes.

1905 A Commission of Work Among Colored People requests the Convention to study 
the feasibility of a seminary for Negroes.

1912 Home Board says that the large number of institutions for educating Negroes 
established since the war is one of the reasons why the Board has not been more 
active in Negro ministerial education.

1913 The question of a seminary for Negroes comes up again and the Convention under 
leadership of E. Y. Mullins pledges its sympathy. Mullins made chairman of 
a committee to report the next year. O. L. Hailey a member.

* Taken from annuals of the Convention unless otherwise stated.
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1914 Convention approves a plan to raise $50,000 to help build a seminary to be 
governed and controlled by the National Baptist Convention.

1915 The proposed seminary is designated to be located at Memphis.

1916 The economic conditions and a split in National Baptist ranks postpones action 
on the seminary.

1917 A Convention committee appointed to mediate the dispute among National Baptists. 
No progress toward the seminary.

1918 The Committee reported that conferences with the two factions had resulted in 
agreement on a plan for reuniting the Negro Baptists and for co-operation with 
them in establishing a seminary. /The Convention endorsed the following recom
mendations of its committee, which referred to itself as the "Commission on the 
Negro Theological Seminary": (1) That the commission of nine be continued to 
promote the establishment of a Negro seminary, and to act in an advisory capacity 
to the committees and agencies of the Negro Baptists (at their request); (2) That 
the reunited National Baptist Convention be requested to appoint a commission 
of nine to work with the commission of Southern Baptists; (3) That the commission 
(of Southern Baptists) be authorized to take steps toward the establishment of the 
seminary and to raise $150,000 for this purpose; (4) That the Home Mission 
Board pay the expenses of the commission; (5) That the commission be "empowered 
to render any service necessary in the establishment and equipment of the con
templated institution .... authorized to represent the Southern Baptist Con
vention in the selection and organization of a Board of Trustees and Faculty of the 
seminary and in formulating a course of study . . . ." (6) That the commission 
"report to the Southern Baptist Convention each year concerning the work and re
ceive such instruction ... as the Convention shall wish to impartC1/ (pp. 69-70) 
The Commission was now given the status of a standing committee. The Home 
Board reported that it had not deemed it advisable to seek to raise money for the 
seminary at present because of the division among the Negro Baptists, (p. 355)

1919 The National Baptists dispute continues . . . The unincorporated group proposes 
an independent society type seminary. The incorporated groups express a desire 
to co-operate with the Southern Baptist committee but proposes its location 
at Nashville on a site they will give.

19 20 O. L. Hailey elected secretary of the commission . . . $200,000 included in the 
75 million campaign for the new Negro seminary to be located in Nashville.

1921 National Baptists pay for the new site with help from white friends . . . Commission 
instructed to proceed with the building of the seminary and when "conditions shall 
be acceptable . . . transfer their work to one of the permanent agencies of the 
Convention. "
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1922 The new institution named, "American Baptist Theological Seminary, U.S.A." 
to continue the responsibility of the SBC Commission with O. L. Hailey, now 
pastor of Eastland Baptist Church, the secretary on a part time basis.

1923 Votes to open the seminary in 1924 . . . Establishes the following policy:
"The organization of two Boards, a Holding Board composed of 

twelve (12) men, eight from the Southern Baptist Convention and 
four from the National Baptist Convention; a Governing Board 
composed of thirty-six (36) members, twenty-four (24) from the 
National Baptist Convention and twelve (12) from the Southern 
Baptist Convention. Said Holding Board shall acquire, by pur
chase, gift or otherwise, property for the seminary; shall hold 
it in trust, managing all its interests, transacting all business 
with respect to it; shall rent the property for a nominal sum to 
the Governing Board. The Governing Board, the secretary of 
which shall be a member of the Southern Baptist Convention and 
a paid officer of the Board, shall organize and conduct the 
seminary and manage all its educational and internal affairs."

1924 Seminary opens on White's Creek Pike in Nashville after an unsuccessful move 
to acquire property elsewhere. . . . Convention agrees to supply $20,000 
operating expenses for the convention . . . National Baptists to supply $15,000.

1925 Thirty students enrol . . . Hailey elected a professor and general secretary of 
the board, Sutton E. Griggs, President . . . Joint Commission dissolved . . . On 
recommendation of the Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention on the 
American Baptist Theological Seminary the Convention authorizes the seminary 
to participate as a Southern Baptist convention agency with an allocation of 
$25,000.

1927 Night school opened ... 41 enroled . . . Plan of co-operation reaffirmed.

1928 Classes taught at night in Fort Worth by Southwestern seminary faculty granted
credit.

1929 Student body down to 21 . . . no-debt policy established . . .(Note: For a 
number of years, the American Baptist Theological Seminary has been classified 
in the annual as an institution of the Southern Convention along with the three 
white seminaries and the Hospital Commission. It continued to be so classified 
until 1954 when it was listed with the commissions of the Convention.)

1930 Enrolment up to 44 . . . Student aid fund started with an endowment gift of $5,000.

19 31 Roger Williams University next door to the seminary closes . . . enlargement of
the seminary contemplated . . . decides to borrow money to continue operation.
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1932 White's Creek Pike property closed because of the depression . . . Seminary 
continues limited operation in buildings rented from Meharry Medical College 
. . . property up for sale.

1933 White's Creek Pike property up for sale . . . Hailey listed as Executive Secretary.

1934 Dr. O. L. Hailey dies February 10. . . E. P. Alldredge made acting secretary.
Enrolment now 60 . . . Seminary returns to White's Creek Pike in July. The 
Southern Baptist Convention asked that

"(1) . . . all teachers and executive officers of the American 
Baptist Theological Seminary shall heartily subscribe to the 
Seminary's Articles of Faith;
(2) . . . the president, dean and all teachers in the Seminary 
be men of thorough academic and theological training, high 
moral character, outstanding ability as teachers, and co
operating Baptists in their church and denominational relations;
(3) . . . the Seminary continue to have the endorsement and 
financial support of the National Baptist Convention in an amount 
which shall be at least twice the sum given by Southern Baptists, 
from year to year;
(4) . . . the Seminary be open to Negro Baptist theological 
students of whatever name or affiliation, and others who may 
be approved by the faculty. "

1935 Seminary now receives 1% of the Cooperative Program . . . Students number 61 . . 
reports several graduates.

1936 J. M. Nabrit elected president . . . O. L. Hailey Student Loan fund up to $9,100 
. . . some indebtedness paid.

1937 National Baptists organize a Training School for women on the old Roger Williams 
University campus . . . Seminary debt free . . . Th.M. and B.Th. degrees 
granted . . . office of general secretary of the commission discontinued . . . 
name changed to "Commission on American Baptist Theological Seminary" . . . 
efforts made to get National Baptists to share 50-50 in support of the seminary . . . 
the Convention appoints a committee of three to meet with a like committee from 
the Northern Baptist convention to consider the problem of Negro ministerial 
education.

1938 E. P. Alldredge, chairman of the commission, reports that the seminary has five 
full-time workers employed by both conventions, four others paid by the National 
Convention. . . . The special committee on Negro ministerial education suggests 
that state mission boards co-operate with Negroes in providing Bible training for 
Negroes.
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1940 The Convention adopts a recommendation of the special committee that The Home 
Mission Board maintain chairs of Bible in as many Negro colleges as possible 
. . . Ten and two-fifths acres added to seminary property.

1941 Seminary reports enrolment of 146 students including 69 extension, students
. . . Special convention committee on Negro Ministerial Education reports that 
the Home Mission Board is providing a teacher of Bible in 18 Negro Baptist 
co lieges.

1942 The Home Mission Board and the Education Board of the Northern Baptist Con
vention work together in the employment of Noble Y. Beall to lead in strengthening 
the Negro ministerial education through the joint facilities of the Negro colleges 
and the chairs of Bible

1943 Seminary share of Cooperative Program funds raised to 1 1/2 % ... 40 regular 
students enroled.

1944 Dr. J. M. Nabrit resigns and Dr. Ralph W. Riley comes to take his place . . . 
The commission presents a 20 year history pointing out that the seminary had been 
unable to develop a strong faculty and that few college students attended the 
institution . . . fund for $150,000 library is launched to which Sunday School 
Board contributes $12,500.

1945 Sixty-three regular students . . . building needs outlined . . . Home Board 
contributes $60,000 to building program, Sunday School Board another 25,000.

1946 E. P. Alldredge made business manager and financial secretary for the commission 
. . . enrolment 87 . . . Four year expansion program to accomodate 300 students 
outlined, to cost $560,000.

1947 Commission reorganizes,. . L. S. Sedberry elected chairman . . . Enrolment 
reaches 118 . . . Dr. S. A. Newman now chairman of the Committee on Negro 
Ministerial Education.

1948 Largest graduating class in history, 39 . . . Seminary will no longer accept 
students who have not reached high school grades.

1949 The basic agreements between Southern and National Conventions are clarified 
as follows:

(1) The President of the Seminary to be a Negro man and a member 
of the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Incorporated.
(2) The Southern Baptist Convention to purchase the necessary 
grounds and erect the necessary buildings for the Seminary;
The National Baptist Convention to furnish the original equip
ment for these buildings.
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That is: The National Baptist Convention is to furnish the 
new buildings when erected and completed, with the necessary 
furnishings, or equipment for the purpose of which the buildings 
were constructed, said furnishings or equipment to be approved 
by the joint Seminary Commissions.
(3) The Southern Baptist Convention, to share equally with the 
National Baptist Convention in the financial and moral support, 
and operation of the Seminary.
(4) The property and permanent assets of the Seminary to be 
vested in a Holding Board of twelve members--eight of them 
representatives of the Southern Baptist Convention, and four of 
them representatives of the National Baptist Convention.
(5) All the operational features of the Seminary and all per
taining to its life, work, teaching, government and character— 
all these features to be under the direction of the Board of 
Directors of the Seminary, composed of twenty-four representatives 
of the National Baptist Convention and twelve representatives 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.
(6) (a) The Southern Baptist Convention to maintain a board 
of twelve commissioners in Nashville, Tennessee, in easy 
access to the Seminary, which would be the fiscal agency of 
the Southe rn Baptist Convention in all its dealings with the 
Seminary such as purchasing the grounds of the Seminary, 
erecting the necessary buildings for the operation of the Seminary, 
and such other permanent necessary buildings that may be agreed 
upon.

(b) The National Baptist Convention to maintain a Seminary 
Commission of six (6) members, in Nashville, Tennessee, or 
vicinity, which would be the fiscal agency of the National 
Baptist Convention, in all its dealings with the Seminary, such 
as furnishing or equipping the necessary buildings when erected 
and completed for operation.
(7) It is further agreed that after new buildings are erected and 
completed by the Southern Baptist Convention, and said buildings 
have been equipped, or furnished by the National Baptist Con
vention, the two Conventions will assume the maintenance of 
the buildings and of the equipment, and the operation of the 
Seminary, including all operating expenses, insurances, teachers' 
salaries, administration and promotion, the dining hall and grill, 
and whatever other necessary operating expenses may be agreed 
upon by the joint Commissions.
(8) It is further agreed that to build up a maintenance fund for the 
purposes aforesaid, the Southern Baptist Convention will match 
dollar for dollar the contributions received from the National 
Baptist Convention, and/or through its channels and sources, and 
friends, such contributions being made upon the monthly reports of 
the President of the Seminary, subject to provisions as set forth 
in Article 13 .
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(9) That the school year be September 1 to August 31, each year. 
The fiscal year to end June 30 each year.

(10) The American Baptist Theological Seminary shall submit a 
budget by April 1 for the fiscal year beginning July 1 each year 
for the operation of the Seminary.

This budget is to be approved by the Executive Committee of 
the Board of Directors; and the Board of Directors of the Seminary, 
and by the Seminary Commissions of the Southern Baptist Conven
tion, and the Seminary Commission of the National Baptist Con
vention.

(11) This budget shall include all operating expenses, includ
ing insurances, teachers' and administrative salaries (to become 
effective at the beginning of the school year); promotion; 
maintenance and repairs; boarding department and grill; and such 
other operating expenses that may be agreed upon.

The budget shall also include a contingent fund of 5 per cent, 
and a reserve fund of 10 per cent of the total budget. It is under
stood that the reserve fund cannot be spent for any items not 
definitely listed in the budget. It can be used only when income 
for regular budget items is not received.

(12) Income and expenditures through the budget shall be subject 
to monthly review of the Business Committee. Quarterly reports 
shall be made to the Executive Committee, both Commissions, 
and annual reports to the Board of Directors.

(13) The Commission of the American Baptist Theological Seminary 
of the Southern Baptist Convention will match funds dollar for 
dollar with National Baptist Convention up to the total amount 
of the annual budget figure.

(14) If, at any time, the expenditures for any quarter shall exceed 
the budget allocation, this agreement shall be subject to review, 
or changes by the Seminary Commissions.

(15) This agreement, upon approval of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and the National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., to 
become effective at the beginning of the fiscal year of the 
Seminary, July 1, 1949, subject to provisions as set forth in 
Article XI herein.

ABdredge retires, succeeded by L. S. Sedberry as full time general secretary 
and treasurer . . . seminary farm closed.

1950 The 1949 agreement revised as follows:
"We, the members of the Commission on the American Baptist 
Theological Seminary, recommend the following changes in the 
agreement between the two conventions:
“First, that in Article Three the word 'equally' be stricken out 
and the words, 'as agreed upon by the commissions representing 
the two Conventions' be substituted.



-8-

"Second, that in article Seven the words ‘of the buildings and1 
and the word ‘insurances' be stricken out and there be added, 
at the end of the article, 'Except the maintenance of the buildings 
and insurance of the same, which shall be assumed by the Com
mission of the American Baptist Seminary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.'
"Third, that articles Eight and Thirteen be stricken out.
"Fourth, that article Eleven be changed to read, '(11) This 
budget shall include all operating expenses, teachers' and 
administration salaries; promotion; boarding, department and 
grill, and such other operating expenses as may be agreed upon, 
except repairs and maintenance of buildings which shall be 
borne by the Commission on the American Baptist Theological 
Seminary.'
"Fifth, that article Fifteen shall read as follows: 'This agreement 
with these changes, upon approval of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, and the National Baptist Convention, Inc., to become 
effective at the beginning of the fiscal year of the Southern 
Baptist Commission on the Seminary, January 1, 1951.'"

Convention appoints three committees to provide specific information regarding 
the work of the American Seminary: three seminary presidents, members of the 
Executive Committee and three leaders in the field of Theological Education.

1951 The Commission on American Seminary discourages suggestions that the seminary 
be transferred to the Home Mission Board or to the National Baptist Convention, 
both plans being unacceptable, the Commission said, to National Baptists. 
The report of the special Executive Committee subcommittee to study the American 
Seminary curriculum is as follows:

“that the Seminary should continue to serve the undergraduate 
group, which now seems to constitute the largest demand for 
ministerial education; that the Bachelor of Theology (Th.B.) 
degree be strengthened by giving two years of college sub
jects, followed by two years of theological subjects, thus 
requiring four years after high school graduation for the de
gree; that the Bachelor of Divinity (B.D.) degree be con
tinued as at present, requiring three years of theological 
studies after graduation from college; that the preparatory 
work now being done be discontinued, but that students be
low high school level be permitted to attend classes and 
receive diplomas for work done." (pp. 378-380)

1952 The nationwide survey on Negro Theological Education completed . . . The Con
vention adopts proposal presented by the Committee on Negro Theological Educa
tion:
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1. That the American Baptist Theological Seminary 
continue to operate as a national seminary of the National 
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist Convention, 
for the time being doing such work as may lead to the earn
ing of the degrees of Bachelor of Theology or Bachelor of 
Religious Education, accepting as its long range program 
the attainment of such standards as will permit its accre
ditation as an approved school of the theological education.

4. That the Committee on Negro Ministerial Education be 
continued and that it be instructed (1) to disseminate in 
every possible way the findings of the Survey on Negro 
Ministerial Education; (2) to consider ways and means where
by Negro ministerial education may be advanced in the light 
of the findings of the Survey." (p.52)

1953 Library building completed at a cost of 116,000 . . . regular students now total 
60 . . . plans made to study accreditation possibilities.

19 54 Committee on Negro Ministerial Education discontinued . . . Convention learns 
that the Southern Convention is bearing most of the expense of the seminary . . . 
The new name for the Commission is Southern Baptist Commission on American 
Baptist Seminary . . . now listed in the convention annual as a commission.

1955 Curriculum broadened to include religious education ... 82 regular students 
enroled ... A special committee of the Executive Committee declines to 
recommend acceptance of the National Baptist Missionary Training School as part 
of the seminary without further study . . . Dr. R. W. Riley, president, resigns 
after 12 years of service; Victor Glass elected acting president . . . The Com
mission's report to the Convention closed with the statement:

"The program for ministerial and missionary education should be 
strengthened and enlarged, and an accredited program should be 
offered. If the two conventions cannot continue their co-operative 
effort, we feel that the Southern Baptist Convention should promote 
its own program." (pp. 344-345)

Merger of the seminary and training school fails because of local opposition.

1957 Dr. Maynard P. Turner, Jr. elected president . . . enrolment stands at 74 resident 
students and 214 extension and correspondence students.

1958 Training School property leased by the National Baptist Convention to the seminary 
for $1.00 per year . . .

1959 71 regular students . . . L. S. Sedberry still general secretary and treasurer of
the Commission . . . Maynard P. Turner, Jr. still president.


