
A RESUME OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION
b y L y ^y , •(References are to SBC Annuals, unless otherwise indicated)1884— By invitation, A. G. Lawson addressed the Convention in the interest of National Temperance Society's work among Negroes, (p. 16)1885— SBC adopted resolution offered by J. E. Brown declaring "the act of fornication committed by a married person" to be "the only cause" for divorce and "That in the opinion of this Convention no minister of the gospel is authorized by the New Testament to join parties together in the bonds of matrimony where either of said parties has a living husband or a living wife, from whom said party has been divorced for any other than the cause aforesaid. " (pp. 30-31) The Convention later reconsidered the above action and by a vote of 914 to 96 voted to table the resolutions on divorce, (p. 34)1886— Special committee appointed to consider a resolution offered on temperance and prohibition received Convention approval of a resolution protesting the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors and pledging the influence of Southern Baptists “socially, morally, religiously and in all proper ways, to work for its speedy overthrow. ..." (p.33)1887— SBC appointed a Committee on Temperance consisting of one member from each state. Adopted this Committee's resolutions calling for the promotion of prohibition, expressing sympathy with the prohibition campaigns in Tennessee and Texas (although "disclaiming all intention of giving. . . any political signification" to the committee report), and pledging co-operation "To all societies, religious denominations and friends, who are endeavoring to stay the tide of intemperance and crime in the land." (pp. 16, 18, 30-31)1888— Convention narrowly sustained the president on his decisions that the resolution on temperance offered by J. E. Massey and the one by John Pollard were out of order, (pp. 33,34)1889— Convention endorsed " the entire prohibition of the liquor traffic" and declared its opposition to "license for this traffic in any and all its forms." (p.39)1890— SBC adopted resolution extending sympathy and the "moral sanction of this Convention" to Louisiana citizens in their efforts to rid the state of the Louisiana Lottery; also approved a resolution opposing the sale and use of intoxicating liquor, (pp. 40-41)1891— Convention endorsed a second resolution against the Louisiana State Lottery, (p. 36) Approved the efforts of citizens in Atlanta, Ga., to rid the city of liquor traffic, (p. 37) SBC responded to communication from Presbyterian Church, U. S., by appointing the SBC president to act
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as the delegate of the Convention to the meeting of delegates from other bodies toward promoting a movement to get nations to substitute arbitration for war in settling disputes, (p. 38)1892— The SBC congratulated responsible citizens for the destruction of the Louisiana Lottery and pledged "the most determined opposition to its renewal, or any substitute for it, anywhere or under any disguise, on American soil." (p. 42) Endorsed prohibition resolution, (p. 45)1893— Convention reaffirmed "adherence to prohibition as the proper method of dealing" with the liquor traffic, (p. 50)1894— Convention extended sympathy and prayers to Florida in its battle against the Louisiana Lottery lately moved from New Orleans to Tampa, (pp. 35-36)1895— Convention called for a "High Court of Nations" as an effectual way for settling differences between countries, (p. 58)1896— After ruling that it was competent to consider the subject of temperance the Convention adopted a resolution offered by J. B. Cranfill which called for national prohibition, and which stated in part (p. 45):Furthermore, we announce it as the sense of this body that no person should be retained in the fellowship of a Baptist church who engaged in the manufacture or sale of alcoholic liquors, either at wholesale or retail, who invests his money in the manufacture or sale of alcoholic liquors, or who rents his property to be used for distilleries, wholesale liquor houses, or saloons. Nor do we believe that any church should retain in its fellowship any member who drinks intoxicating liquors as a beverage, or visits saloons or drinking places for the purpose of such indulgence. —J. B. Cranfill1899— Convention endorsed a resolution on liquor traffic and church membership similar to the one adopted in 1896. (p. 43) SEE above. Appointed Robert C. Davidson of Maryland to represent the SBC in a delegation which was to seek an interview with the Czar of Russia on behalf of persecuted Stundists. (p. 30)1900— Endorsed lengthy prohibition resolution by J. B. Cranfill. (p. 35)1904— SBC adopted a resolution on divorce calling on ministers to refuse to unite in marriage people divorced on other than Scriptural grounds (Matt. 19:9). This is similar to the one passed and then tabled in 1885 (q.v.) A second resolution called on state legislatures to adopt more stringent divorce laws. (p. 46) Endorsed a resolution by E. E. Folk calling for support of a bill pending in Congress which would prohibit the importa
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tion of intoxicating liquors into "dry territory." (p. 41) The Convention authorized its president to appoint ten messengers to the meeting of the American Anti-Saloon League. (p. 41)1906— The Convention adopted a lengthy report of a special committee appointed to consider resolutions on "Crimes and Lynchings" sent to the SBC by the Georgia Baptist Convention. The report called for stronger laws and law enforcement to deter crime, declared that lynching was not the remedy, and recommended that Southern Baptists "agitate for and insist on amendments in the criminal laws and judicial procedure" to expedite justice, (pp. 4-5, 33-35)1907— On motion of George Hillyer, the SBC appointed a committee which it directed to plan a mass meeting to be held during the 1908 session of the Convention to "counsel together. . . for creating a more wholesome public opinion. . . so as to make the law more respected and effective in all parts of our. . . country." (pp. 31-32) Adopted a resolution on temperance by E. E. Polk which called for Federal authorities to protect local prohibition territory, (p. 32)1908— The Committee on Civic Righteousness, appointed in 1907 on Hillyer motion, received Convention approval for its report, previously delivered at a Sunday afternoon mass meeting, and for its resolutions calling on Southern Baptists "to resist the encroachments of evil in society and politics and to help build a new order based on righteousness. " (pp. 34- 35) Convention adopted an extended resolution on temperance presented by its Committee on Resolutions which provided that the Convention "appoint a standing committee of fifteen. . . to be known as a Committee on Temperance, whose duty it shall be to promote in every way possible the cause of temperance. ..." (p. 36) The following were appointed (p. 48): A. J. Barton, J. E. Johnson, S. P. Brooks, J. B. Gambrell, J. A. Maples, C. W. Daniel, P. E. Burroughs, all of Texas; W. T. Amis, Arkansas; FI. A. Sumrall and C. V. Edwards, Louisiana; L. C. Wolfe, Oklahoma; V/. T. Lowrey, Mississippi; E. E. Polk, Tennessee; V/. D. Upshaw, Georgia.1909— Convention authorized the continuation of its standing Committee on Temperance and directed that a report on temperance be made a part of the regular order of business of the Convention, (p. 45) The two-page report of the committee defined temperance as: (1) The moderate use of that which is good, (2) total abstinence from that which is bad, (3) helping others to abstain, (pp. 44-45)1910— On motion of W. B. Crumpton, the Convention appointed a Committee on Temperance, (p. 35-36) On recommendation of this committee the Convention appointed a deputation of five members to present a petition to Congress embodying recommendations for Federal legislation, (p. 59) On motion of A. J. Barton, the Convention appointed a committee of seven 
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to report on temperance in 1911 and authorized this committee "to make announcements in the denominational press concerning its work and to receive voluntary contributions for the defrayment of such expenses. . . incurred in the prosecution of its work. ..." (p. 59) A. J. Barton, 2. E. Folk, and five others were appointed, (p. 60)1911— Convention reaffirmed its action of 1906 regarding civic righteousness and law enforcement, (p. 33) Adopted the four-page report of the Committee on Temperance. (pp. 55-59) The committee anticipated establishing a "bureau of information." (p. 58)1912— A. J. Barton reported for the Temperance Committee which was again continued, (pp. 74-77)1913— After hearing the report of the Committee on Temperance presented by A. J. Barton, the Convention adopted a resolution endorsing the movement for national prohibition proposed by the American Anti-Saloon League, (p. 75) On motion of J. N. Prestridge, the Convention voted to broaden the scope of its endeavors to deal with "such serious wrongs as the white slave traffic, and child labor, " in addition to the liquor traffic, (p. 75) The resolution thus adopted called for the appointment of a standing committee of seven members to be known as the Social Service Commission and to report annually upon the above social problems and "other such matters as should come before this body for discussion and action. . . . " (p. 76) William Louis Poteat, chairman, Z. T. Cody, T. B. Ray, J. T. Henderson, J. N. Prestridge, A. C. Cree, and Boyce Watkins were appointed as such a commission, (p. 76)1914— Convention adopted Temperance Committee's report on progress toward national prohibition. The report as adopted also provided for the continuation of the Temperance Committee and authorized it “to employ a field worker who will give all his time to the promotion of our cause . . . . " (p. 35)

W. L. Poteat presented the report of the Social Service Commission appointed in 1913. The Convention adopted the report which touched on the religious basis for social service, the church as responsible, the family, religious freedom, the state, education, business, prison, war, alcohol, narcotics, vice, disease, the sick and the defective. It declared, "Social rightwousness is to be attained through the leaven of individual righteousness. ..." But it further pointed out that there are "specific forms of social activity" upon which the church or denomination "is called upon to enter in its organized capacity. " "While maintaining without compromise its own independence, "the church. . . will still need to influence and direct legislation by memorial, protest, and petition, and by the creation of a Christian public opinion on the wrongs and perils, the duties and possibilities, of community life." (pp. 37-38)Immediately prior to adjournment of the Convention, the "Committee on Social Service (Including Temperance)" was appointed (by the president
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A. J. Barton, Chariman, J. B. Gambrell, S. P. Brooks, F. C. McConnell, S. H. Campbell, A. D. Freeman, E. E. Folk, Joshua Levering, (p. 95) (Note that these are the same eight members who served on the Temperance Committee which reported in 1914; none of the seven appointed to the "Social Service Commission" the preceeding year are on this committee.)1915— Convention adopted the report on "Temperance and Social Service" as presented by chairman A. J. Barton. It dealt primarily with efforts toward prohibition and resolutions to that end, but it also condemned "social inequality, industrial injustice, . . . political crime," child labor, tenement housing conditions, white slave traffic, etc. (pp. 79-83) The "Temperance and Social Service Committee" members listed for first time in the front of the Annual, (p. (7) ). Apparently first time elected by the Convention on nomination by Committee on Nominations, (p. 65) J. M. Dawson, G. FI. Crutcher, F. S. Groner, S. J. Porter, and M. E. Dodd were added to the Committee which now numbers twelve members. Headquarters listed as Dallas, Texas, (p. (7) )1916— The report of the "Committee on Temperance and Social Reform" declared that abolishing the "chief obstacle to social reform, " the liquor traffic, would "give a mighty impetus" to the progress of such reform, (p. 72) Condemned the liquor traffic, gambling, vice, child labor, the sweat shop, and other social evils, (p. 73) No headquarters listed for the Committee.1917— On recommendation of the Committee on Temperance and Social Service, the Convention endorsed the work of the Red Cross and encouraged its support, (p. 61) The Committee was authorized "to make publication about these matters in the denominational press and to distribute such literature. . . as it may be able to do so." (p. 61) Barton continued as chairman. Reported death of Committee member E. E. Folk. (p. 57) George W. Truett named to the Committee. Telegram sent to President Woodrow Wilson calling for national prohibition. (Ibid) Appointed five delegates to the "World's Purity Federation" which sought government suppression of all vice near army camps. (pp. 104-105, 110)1918— Committee on Temperance and Social Service was authorized "to employ a salaried worker, to create and publish a tract and leaflet literature on social service, and to do such other things as in its judgement may be necessary. . . (to) promote social service work. . . and that the committee be left free. . . in raising funds necessary to carry on the work." (p. 135) Convention adopted the following resolutions on marriage and divorce offered by a special committee on the resolution concerning marriage and divorce first offered by E. D. Cameron (p. 86, 107-08):Therefore, be it Resolved:1. That we urge our ministers to preach more frequently 
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upon the subject and to do so with a dignity and solemnity befitting the theme, giving the people the sound and sane teaching which is needed.2. That we urge our ministers to refrain in every case from performing the rite of marriage for divorced persons except for the unoffending when the divorce shall have been granted upon scriptural grounds.3. That we seek the enactment of uniform marriage and divorce laws.4. That such legislation should seek to conform to the teaching of the scriptures and that we will use our influence to that end.5. That a committee be appointed to continue through the year properly to voice before the public our views as herein expressed and to seek to promote the accomplishment of the end set forth.A. J. Barton E. D. Cameron B. C. Hening H. F. VermillionConvention assigned the responsibilities designated by the above resolutions to the Committee on Temperance and Social Services, (p. 108)1919— Report of the Committee on Temperance and Social Service claims that this is its 11th report, the first having been made by the Standing Committee on Temperance in 1909. (p. 93-94) Such a standing committee had been authorized and appointed in 1908. (Annual, 1908, pp. 36,48) Of this original Temperance Committee, A. J. Barton, S. P. Brooks, J. B. Gambrell, W. D. Upshaw, and Joshua Levering continued to serve on the "Committee on Temperance and Social Service," 1919-20. (p. (7) ) The Committee now has 14 members. The eight-page report heralds the coming of national prohibition to become effective Jan. 16, 1920. The Committee pledged its support to a movement for world-wide prohibition, (pp. 95-97), and to the suppression of vice, especially in its commercialized form. (pp. 98-100) The report declared, "The church can furnish a better social program and can answer in a more adequate and elevating manner the social needs of the community than any other organization. " (p. 101) Request for more time to study the marriage and divorce problem, assigned to the committee in 1918, was granted, (pp. 101-02)1920— Enforcement of prohibition, a major need; the struggle against the liquor traffic not ended, (pp. 94—96) Race relations featured in the report of the Committee on Temperance and Social Service called for better education, housing, economic and industrial opportunity, and for the evangelization of the Negro race. (The report contained the following statement on segregation: "There has not been, nor indeed can there be, any change in the fixed separation of the two races in the matter of individual social relation." (p. 97) The Committee declared that its policy had not been "to finance and conduct social service work as a separate agency. . .
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(but) to suggest. . . recognized needs and to point the way for the churches to render service in and of themselves, or in co-operation with such social service agencies as they may approve and elect." (p. 97) The Convention instructed this committee to communicate to the two political parties of the nation a resolution adopted by the SBC calling for the enforcement of prohibition, (p. 42) The committee presented a separate five-page report on Marriage and Divorce, (pp. 123- 28) Convention adopted its six recommendations regarding the enactment of a uniform code on the subject of marriage and divorce by all the states, (p. 128) The Convention adopted the following resolution offered by L. R. Scarborough (p. 128f.):"Resolved (1), That the Committee on Temperance and Social Service hereafter be the Commission on Social Service; (2) that said Commission be instructed to communicate the resolution offered by the President of the Convention calling for an amendment to the Constitution of the United States prohibiting the secretarian appropriation of funds to the proper officials and committees in the Senate and House and to represent the Convention in bringing proper influence to bear upon Congress for the passage of a resolution proposing such amendment to the several States for action."Barton continued as chairman of the Commission. Five of the 14 members have continued to serve since appointment to the Standing Committee on Temperance in 1908.1921— Commission's report deals with prohibition and law enforcement, crime, divorce, motion pictures, the modern dance, mob violence, social justice, disarmament, and the Sabbath, (pp. 77-85) Convention approved the recommendation that the Commission give consideration to "establishing permanent headquarters, and. . . the employment of a wise, well- trained and constructive man. ..." (p. 85) Commission was instructed to study Lord's Day Alliance of the United States, "to see how far. . . the Convention can co-operate... in promoting appropriate sabbath legislation." (p. 86) Adopted a resolution calling on Congress to wipe out "moonshining and bootlegging." (p. 86) Fifteenth member was added to the Commission, (p. 121)1922-- Convention adopted report of Commission on Social Service which recommended no affiliation, but co-operation of the Commission with the Lord's Day Alliance "and such other organizations as it may think best in promoting wholesome Sabbath legislation." (p. 99) Called on pastors and parents to help abolish the "growing menace" of the modern dance. Called for support of legislation pending in Congress to prohibit polygamy and a Constitutional amendment to prohibit the appropriation of funds to sectarian institutions, (p. 99) Reported that the depression had hindered any further study of a full-time staff. No way could be found to support 
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the work without hurting other causes. Barton still chairman; Commission still numbers 15, although only seven signed the 1922 report, (p. 100) Convention instructed the Commission to act for the Convention in calling upon the U. 3. government to co-operate with other governments in halting "the atrocities against Christians in the Near East by the Turks . . . . " (p. 100) Also instructed the Commission to invite Williams Jennings Bryan to address the Convention in 1923 on Christian Citizenship. (p. 101)1923— Convention authorized a freewill offering for the expenses of the Commission on Social Service. (Amounted to $435.23) (p. 93) Commission report declared that "Southern Baptist. . . will never preach social service as a substitute for the work of grace in the individual heart, " but stressed social service as an expression of the saved life. Defensive in spots, the report stated: "Some. . . people. . . seem to think. . . there is some sort of conflict between social service and the gospel. " (p. 101) Continued to condemn divorce, gambling, dancing, mob violence, etc., but then stated that social service program should not be solely negative but should include constructive and positive tasks. Upon recommendation of the Commission the Convention endorsed the Boy Scout movement and commended it to the churches, (p. 103) Recommended that the Convention make some provision in the future for a headquarters and staff for the Commission, (p. 104) A sixteenth member was added to the Commission on the motion of A. J. Barton, (p. 105) Convention instructed the Commission to invite Warren G. Harding, President of the United States, to address the Convention in 1924. (p. 92) William Jennings Bryan addressed the Convention after the body adopted the report of the Commission on Social Service, (p. 105) (Harding died August 2, 1923)1924— Report of Commission called on Congress to approve the World Court and associate the U. S. government with it. (p. 114-15) (SEE entry for the year, 1895) Called for child labor legislation. Called on Southern Baptists to refuse to support any presidential candidate or candidate for any other political office "who is wet." (p. 116) Commended Congress for the passage of a bill to reduce the number and to raise the quality of immigrants allowed to settle in the U. S. (p. 117) SBC authorized the Commission "to represent the Convention" in relation to the Boy Scout movement, (p. 117) Assailed immoral literature, (p. 117) Reported that $313.43 of the freewill offering of 1923 remained after paying William Jennings Bryan's expenses in coming to address the Convention. Stated that the balance would be used to promote the Commission's work) (p. 118) Called on the Convention to provide from one-fourth to one-half of one per cent of its 1926 budget for the Social Service Commission, (p. 118)1925— Reported that the Future Program Committee had not made an allocation to the Social Service Commission as instructed by the Convention in 1924. Called on the Executive Committee to share some of its funds with the
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Commission, (p. 121) The report offered a solution for the child marriage problem. Steps taken toward curtailing the circulation of obscene literature. Half of the report deals with prohibition and its enforcement. Convention authorized the Commission to represent the body at a national conference on world peace at Washington, December, 1925. (p. 121) SBC endorsed the efforts in Florida to enact a strong anti-gambling law. (p. 122) Convention endorsed the report of its Committee on Correlation of Convention Activities which included the following (p. 123):5. That we commend the excellent work of the Commission on Social Service and suggest that it be continued as at present, until such time as the Home Mission Board will be able to establish a department of social service, with a secretary who can give his whole time to the work in charge.1926— Convention unanimously adopted A. J. Barton's resolution in support of the 18th Amendment on prohibition and its enforcement, (p. 40-41) SBC Executive Committee reported paying $204.51 for expenses of Social Service Commission activities. (p. 35) Commission again requested that the Executive Committee provide funds, (p. 113) Convention adopted resolutions condemning bathing beauty contests, card playing, dancing, late joy riding,and motion pictures, (p. 114)1927— Report called on Baptist churches to help those in distress in the wake of the great flood in the Mississippi Valley, (p. 115) Called on Southern Baptists to exercise the prerogatives and privileges of citizenship. In view of the forthcoming presidential election, the report stated. "The fundamental principles of our Government, the social and moral well-being of our people, ought to be of first consideration in the exercise of the franchise and in the performance of all our citizenship duties. . . Patriotism is paramount to party loyalty. " (p. 118) Liquor was brought back into focus with a strong resolution against action of a U. S. Senatorial committee in seizing the books and files of the Anti-Saloon League, (p. U8)1928-- Comprehensive report on lynching and mob violence. Lengthy report on prohibition and lav/ enforcement, (pp. 83-87) Adopted resolutions on these two social problems, on world peace, and the forthcoming elections and the 18th Amendment, (p. 88)1929-- SBC Executive Committee reported it had been unable to provide a budget of $2,500 for the Social Service Commission as requested by that agency, (p. 62) SBC adopted recommendation of its Executive Committee that the Social Service Commission be classified as a special committee and thereby warrant its expenses being paid by the Sunday School Board in accord with item (4) under the subject "Expenses of Special Committees" in the "Convention Procedure" as stated on page 14 of the 1928 Annual. (1929 Annual, pp. 62-63) Two pages of Commission report given to a discussion 
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of the nature of Baptist bodies (pp. 87-89); two given to discussion of the "Relation of Government and Religion, " clarifying the Baptist stand on the separation of church and state, (pp. 89-90) Commission reported that the Sunday School Board had paid the expenses of the annual meeting of the agency, (p. 96) Report is ten pages long. Convention adopted Commission's recommendations on mob violence, world peace, support of temperance organizations, law enforcement and prohibition, opposition to Catholic bid for recognition of the newly formed Vatican State, (pp. 96-97) Three members at large added to the Commission bringing its total number to 18. (p. 97) (Most of the states are now represented on the Commission.) SBC instructed the Social Service to take up with the Federal Communications Commission the Federal Council's attempt to control Protestant radio time. (p. 97)1930— Ten-page report. Commission stated that the FCC had related that it had no knowledge of any plan by the Federal Council of Churches to monopolize radio time and that such a monopoly would hardly be possible, (p. 67) Social Service Commission emphasized the potential for a Southern Baptist radio ministry, (p. 68) Half of report devoted to discussion of prohibition. Convention adopted its recommendations on industrial relations, law enforcement, "public office and elections, " including the following resolution (p. 77):4. That we are in no sense concerned with party politics nor with the fate or future of any political party. But in all great moral questions we are deeply concerned, both as citizens and Christians, no matter how they may become related to politics or questions of Government.Authorized the Commission to confer with the Executive Committee regarding a permanent headquarters and staff, (pp. 76-77) The Sunday School Board again financed the annual meeting of the Commission (p. 75, 313)1931— The SBC Executive Committee reported that it has considered the request of the Commission on Social Service and commended its work, but in view of the depression deemed it wise not to open additional headquarters, etc. The Committee requested the Sunday School Board to continue to contribute to the expenses of the Commission in "a larger amount if the Commission. . . shall deem it necessary and the Sunday School Board shall find it possible." (pp. 23-24) Report of Commission discusses prohibition, world peace, race track gambling, mob murders, divorce, industrial relations. (pp. 120-29) Declared that "prohibition, law observance and enforcement, the promotion of peace, child-welfare, race relations and other subjects in the realm of applied Christianity ought to have a . . . more sustained interest and attention. . . " from Southern Baptists than they are receiving, (p. 128) Arthur J. Barton still Commission chairman.
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1932— Longest report to date, twelve pages. Focuses attention on problems discussed in earlier reports plus such matters as the current depression, military training (opposed "military training in the schools"}, interracial relations (report declared: "We must cultivate inter-racial good will, we must demand equal and impartial justice for all.") Sabbath observance, Boy Scouts (suggests that each Baptist church sponsor a troop), and the presidential campaign (opposed to any candidate who would declare himself against prohibition), (pp. 87-96) Report expressed appreciation to the Sunday School Board for providing for the expenses of the Commission, (p. 97) Pleads for an enlargement of the Commission's work. Reports that Chairman Barton attended a government hearing in Washington, (p. 97) Called for permanent Court of International Justice. Convention also adopted recommendations concerning motion pictures, gambling, military training and disarmament, public elections, Boy Scouts (commended the movement but opposed Sunday hikes), use of tobacco by boys and girls, and National Congress of Parents and Teachers (commended the movement), (pp. 97-99)1933— Chairman Barton presents 14-page report. Sunday School Board still paying some traveling expenses, (p. 116) Adopted recommendations on pastoral support, lynching, liquor (opposing movement to repeal 18th Amendment), world peace, world court, integrity of public officials, (pp. 116-118) On motion of Walter Pope Binns, the Convention deleted from the Commission's report a recommendation calling for Gangress to reassume its powers recently granted to the president of the United States, (p. 104) On motion of E. M. Poteat, the Convention authorized a special committee "to consider the advisability of creating an agency of Social Research in connection with the Social Service Commission to study. . . pressing social problems, and to furnish. . . guidance for the definite work of the Convention in this field. " (p. 118) Five were appointed, with E. M. Poteat as chairman, (p. 118) The Convention initiated the rotating system for member ship of the Commission. A. J. Barton, term to expire in 1936. (1934, p. 101)1934— Commission reported meeting at Ridgecrest in July, 1933, and electing A. J. Barton as chairman, since the Convention's Committee on Nominations had failed to designate a member as chairman, (p. 102) Report opposed bill before Congress which would allow the dissemination of information concerning birth control, (p. 104) It also opposed recognition of the Vatican, (p. 104-0 5) Report discussed at length the repeal of the 18th Amendment and the effects of liquor traffic; (pp. 106-12) and outlined an eight-point program for combating the liquor traffic, (pp. 111-12) Called on the governments of the United States and other nations to stop the arms race which was increasing the likelihood of war. (p. 113) The special committee appointed in 1933 regarding a Social Research agency was continued by the Convention, (p. 84)1935— Convention enlarged the special committee by adding one member from 
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each state. Action on creating the agency as proposed by the committee was deferred until 1936. (pp. 57-59) Chairman Barton reported that the Social Service Commission had decided to appoint its members to subcommittees which would deal with different phases of social service activities, in order to "secure the definite thought and activities of different members of the Commission on several phases of social service work." (p. 61) The Sunday School Board gave $1,453.22 to the Commission for traveling expenses, stenographic help, postage, etc. (p. 61; Annual, 1936, p. 270) Convention adopted the Commission's resolutions on lynching, motion pictures, separation of church and state (opposing appropriations of public funds to churches or religious institutions), world peace, temperance and prohibition, (pp. 70-71)1936— A. J. Barton reelected to a three-year term and continued as chairman of the Commission, (p. 7) Report indicated that almost every State Convention now has a Standing Committee on Temperance and Social Service, (p. 24) Annual reports of the Commission are published in pamphlet form and sent to the State Mission Secretaries for distribution, (p. 24) Half of the 14-page report discusses the liquor problem. Convention endorsed a proposed amendment to the U. S. Constitution prohibiting sectarian appropriations. (p. 36) Special committee on proposed "Social Research Bureau" offered the following report (p, 37);The Committee recommends that the work of the Social Service Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention be enlarged in order to meet more adequately the moral and social problems for which we feel an increasing burden of responsibility.1. Function. The work of this Commission shall be:(1) To investigate moral and social conditions as they affect Southern Baptist life.(2) To make available for our constituency accurate information concerning conditions and problems that we face in our churches and communities affecting the spiritual, moral and social welfare of our people.(3) By its approach to our people to seek to improve the moral life of our churches and bring the attitudes of our people on moral and social questions into increasing accord with the mind of Christ.(4) In other ways approved by the Convention to seek to enlighten the public mind and arouse the public conscience upon all important moral and spiritual issues.2. Membership. The membership of the Commission shall be constituted as at present.3. Officers and Committees.(1) There shall be a chairman elected by the Commission.(2) As soon as practicable the Commission shall employ an executive secretary who shall be in charge of the
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program of the Commission, including the collection of data from all available sources, the conduct of original research and survey and the proper dissemination of such findings at frequent intervals throughout the year.(3) There shall be an executive committee chosen by the Commission which shall be responsible for the work of the Commission between its meetings.E. McNeill Poteat, Jr., Chairman; Ryland Knight, John A. Davison, J. B. Weatherspoon, A. J. Dickinson, J. Thomas Gillespie, R. W. Weaver, C. M. Rock, F. C. McConnell, Spright Dowell, Tom Roberts, A. W. Parish, Everett Gill, Jr., E. W. Saylor, J. H. Street, H. I. Hester, J. F. Nix, Arch McMillan, Tom Wiles, Marshall Mott, Merrill Moore, G. L. Yates, Henry Alford Porter. —CommitteeA. M. Parrish brought a minority report calling for a continuation of the work of the Commission as formerly conducted "under the Convention's standing Committee on Temperance and Social Service." Convention tabled both reports, (p. 38)1937— Commission reported appointment of two sub-committees, one on the family and the other on gambling, (p. 69) Convention adopted amendment to the report of the Commission offered by R. C. Howard condemning smoking and an admendment by W. D. Upshaw condemning communism, (p. 78) Resolutions on international relationships, labor relations, and race relations were offered by the Committee on Resolutions and adopted, (p. 100) Convention referred to the Sunday School Board a resolution calling for the preparation and publication of a "Baptist Manual for Weddings and Funerals. " (p. 88)1938— Chairman Barton offered the longest report to date, 16 pages. Report expressed gratitude to the Sunday School Board from which the Commission received $1,620.31 during the year, 1938. Convention adopted the Commission's resolutions on fundamental human rights, freedom of religion, industrial relations, child labor and the liquor problem, (pp. 113-15) Also adopted resolution by M. E. Dodd opposing legislation before Congress which proposed a legalized National Lottery. The Commission was instructed to bring this action to the attention of Congress, (pp. 115-16)1939— Convention adopted the Commission's 14-page report with its extensive resolutions concerning lynching and race relations, accidental death toll, marriage and divorce, representative grovernment (condemned "the growing tendency on the part of legislative bodies to usurp the rights and will of the people. ..." (p. 142), crime and law enforcement, freedom of religion, relations with the Vatican, liquor traffic, and international re-
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lations. (pp. 141-143) Convention adopted motion by Austin Crouch "that Dr. A. J. Carton be requested by the Convention to write a tract on Why Church Property Should Not Be Taxed and that. . . the Sunday School Board publish it. " (p. 143) Commission received $2,240.16 from the Sunday School Board in 1939. (Annual, 1940, p. 307)1940— Chairman Barton presents 15-page report. Commission still annually represented at meetings of the National Temperance and Prohibition Council by its chairman or another member. Commission sponsored an exhibit at the Baptist World Congress, Atlanta, and at the Convention for the first time. Distributed large amount of literature on alcoholism, etc. Reported increasing financial support from Sunday School Board which made the exhibits possible, (p. 83) Report called for the removal of injustices suffered by the Negro in the "administration of justice, the pursuits of industry and education. ..." (p. 85) Reported gains in some states for prohibition measures, (pp. 94-94) Declared that the states can destroy the liquor traffic, (p. 95) Convention adopted Seriatim (heretofore usually adopted as a whole) the recommendations of the Commission concerning: race relations, war and peace, (including instructions to Executive Committee to provide facilities for the registration of conscientious objectors with the denomination) (p. 96), freedom of religion (opposed sectarian appropriations), protested the appointment of a personal representative to the Vatican by President Roosevelt, (pp. 96-97) the liquor traffic, et al. (pp. 95-98) Resolutions on race relations included the following (p. 95):3. That we rejoice in the continued lessening of inter-racial antipathies and friction and in the increasing betterment of inter-racial understanding, good will and co-operation.4. That we shall strive to cultivate and perpetuate this growing inter-racial good will and shall strive to the end that our friends and neighbors of the Negro race shall have, in all instances, equal and impartial justice before the courts; better and more equitable opportunities in industrial, business, and professional engagements; and a more equitable share in public funds and more adequate opportunities in the field of education.1941— Commission report called for legislation to curb liquor advertisements.(pp. 133-34) Opposed the reappointment of a U. S. representative to the Vatican (p. 136) Opposed legislation in Congress to extend Social Security coverage to certain employees of religious and charitable institutions. (p. 134) Recommended that the Convention make provision for the social security of all employees of Baptist churches and denominational agencies through the Relief and Annuity Board, (p. 135)
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1942— Chairman A. J. Barton was ill and unable to prepare or present the report of the Commission. He was lauded for his work of former years. He had been chairman since 1914--28 years, and had formerly been a member and chairman of the Temperance Committee, 1908-1914. His annual reports had been presented "in bold and classic diction. . . but with the courage of a crusader he has carried the message to the outside world." The Commission's 4-page report contained no resolutions, was presented by John W. McCall, and was approved after the Convention adopted a motion to strike from the report the sentence: "All our religious, educational, commercial, and political gatherings should have now but one program and that program should be, win the war and establish peace." (p. 90, 91-95) SBC adopted its Executive Committee's recommendation "that the expenses of the Social Service Commission be provided as heretofore, by the Sunday School Board, and that the amount of the budget of the . . . Commission be determined between the . . . Board and the Commission." (p. 75)1943— Commission reported the death of A. J. Barton. The new chairman, J. B. Weatherspoon, indicated that the Commission would now have "to review its functions and map out a procedure by which it may continue and extend the high service. . . " previously done under Barton's leadership. Commission stated, "Hitherto we have depended almost wholly upon the Chairman, now of necessity there must be a division of responsibility and a wide collaboration. " Welcomed counsel in the interpretation and performace of its duties, (p. 103) No resolutions offered. Sunday School Board continued its support.1944— Convention adopted an operating budget which was to provide $1,000 for the Social Service Commission out of Cooperative Program funds in 1945. (p. 36) Convention adopted recommendations of the Commission concerning beverage alcohol, rehabilitation of military service men, race relations, and financial support of Baptist conscientious objectors in government camps, (pp. 135-36) Report also focused attention on the family, labor and management, (pp. 131-133):Report contained a section on "The Purpose and Work of the Social Service Commission: (a) "advance was made in 1913, the resolution authorizing it mentioning the white slave traffic and child labor as examples of 'other such serious wrongs' as the drink evil. The obvious intention was that the new Commission should be free to bring to the attention of Southern Baptists those social practices which in its judgement should receive their consideration, to the end that the Convention might be of service in arousing Christians to relate themselves in a Christian way to our common social life. . . " (p. 129)(b) "It has also endeavored to express not the present opinion of all or even the majority of Southern Baptists on problems at issue, but rather to interpret faithfully what it conceived to be the duty of Christians participating creatively in the moral life of our nation and of the world. The convention has not always agreed with the moral judgments of the
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Commission, in which event it has demurred and stated its own judgment—a procedure which was altogether right. ..." (p. 129)(c) "We can be instrumental in bringing to the attention of our people enlightening facts; we can arrive at moral interpretations that will appeal to the Christian conscience; as occasion arises we can suggest effective implementation of moral opinion; we can become by conscious purpose a mighty moral force in the midst of the people by voicing in terms of present-day social relations the meaning of the principles set out by Jesus Christ for the guidance of Christians in their association with others. These things are possible provided we (both the Commission and the Convention) keep before us these three basic convictions: (1) V/e must believe firmly that the base line of all social judgments and proposals is Christian moral teachings. ..." (p. 129)(d) (2) "Again, we must recognize that the social function of this Convention is not to promote social action as a substitute for evangelism and education, but rather to combine and coordinate in one harmonious whole the three elements of its task—evangelism, education and action. . . " (p. 129)(e) (3) "A third conviction upon which we must proceed in our social service is that the difficulty or the proximity of a problem should constitute a special challenge to Christians to give it their best thought. Organized Christianity should be in the vanguard of leadership in grappling with social wrongs that harass the people to whom it preaches. Pioneering for social justice must not be left to secular or political interests . . . . " (p. 130)(f) "The Social Service Commission was not appointed to deal with problems remote from Southern Life or only those in which a final Christian answer is evident; nor was it appointed to bring final recommendations concerning all the problems with which it deals. It was appointed to keep alive in our thought the problems that confront us and in which we have an inescapable Christian concern; to make report from time to time of advance or retreat or critical urgency with respect to particular issues; and to propose Convention action where in its judgment such action would help. " (pp. 130-31)Commission received $37.00 from Sunday School Board. (Annual, 1945, p. 306)1945— Commission reported use of Baptist papers in publishing matters related to social problems. Expressed the desire "to establish other methods of serving the denomination in its approach to the greater social problems of our day. . . . " (p. 93) Report focused attention on the family, the alcohol problem, peace time military training, the race problem, (pp. 93-97) The report as adopted by the SBC suggested the following goals as a basis for a future program in behalf of the Negro (p. 97):1. In Education--That in educational opportunities provided for out of public funds Negro children and white chil* 
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dren shall share equally in proportion to their numbers. It is upon this basis that educational funds are allocated and on this basis they ought to be distributed.2. In Citizenship—That the constitutional rights of Negroes as American citizens to participate in the political life of the community, state and nation be respected . Discriminatory restrictions that circumvent these rights ought to be removed.3. In Economic Employment—That Negroes shall have equal opportunity for employment in keeping with the talents, training and experience of the individual at a wage to be determined by the character of the service rendered.4. In National Services—That the right and duty of Negroes to serve in all branches of government service and of the armed forces of the nation, according to the talents, training and experience of the individual, be recognized.5. In Civil Justice—That Negroes shall be given equal justice with others in the courts of the land. Ways and means to this end should be supplied by the cooperation of citizens of good will in furnishing legal aid to the indigent and unfortunate.6. In Housing—That housing improvement programs that will include Negro residences be inaugurated in all cities, towns and counties, to the end that all our people may dwell in comfortable and adequate houses, and that rental ceilings be controlled by public regulations .7. In Religious Leadership—That Christian bodies of both races shall create and maintain cooperatively means for training such religious leaders, both lay and cleric, as can and will develop the best religious life of the Negro race; and particularly that the Baptist bodies of the South cooperate in providing education for Negro ministers equal to that now provided in the seminaries at Louisville, Fort Worth and New Orleans.No doubt some will be conscious of omissions in this listing and others will say that a long and difficult journey is proposed. But these seven objectives constitute a definite basis on which to proceed, and must appeal to all as being along the line of basic human justice. Moreover, as they are progressively achieved they will bear fruit in general improvement of racial attitudes and therefore of racial adjustment at all other points of social contact.No Convention meeting in 1945 to act on a proposal for a special committee to
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study the race situation and "to bring to the Convention a suggested program of service and cooperation, together with suggestions concerning the kind of organization needed to carry out the program. ..." (p. 98)1946— Convention designated $1,800 of the 1946 and 1947 SBC operating budgets for the Social Service Commission, (p. 46) Chairman Weatherspoon announced an agreement of the Sunday School Board to cooperate with the Commission in the publication of a series of handbooks which would include "studies in the Chrisitan approach to Marriage and Family Problems, Industrial Relations, the Liquor Problem, Race Relations, and Christian Citizenship. " (p. 120) Commission conducted its first Social Service Conference at Ridgecrest, (p. 120) After stating that no provision had been made for the Commission "to inaugurate any sort of program of service or education between meetings of the Convention, " the Commission declared a need for “re-appraising the purpose and function of the Social Service Commission as an expression of the moral and social concern of the Convention in the promotion of righteousness, justice, and love in our social life." (p. 121) The Convention approved the Commission's recommendation (p. 126-27) that the Executive Committee, in conference with representatives of the Social Service Commission, "restudy the proper functions of such a Commission for our time and to set out more clearly the scope of its work, in order:(1) that the Convention may be asked to approve a more adequate service in this field than it has hitherto undertaken,(2) that the Commission itself may have warrant and guidance in projecting a definite program of service,- and(3) that the measure of the support allocated to the Commission may be more securately arrived at.Adopted resolutions concerning temperance, military conscription (opposed universal and compulsory military training), conscientious objectors, and race relations. The latter stated in part (p. 127)That the Convention appoint a committee of nine, composed of one member each from the Home Mission Board, the Commission on the American Baptist Theological Seminary , the Committee on Negro Theological Education, the Public Relations Committee and the Social Service Commission, and four additional members, to review the service now being rendered by Southern Baptists to the Negro race, to study the whole race situation, especially in its moral and religious aspects and meaning, to consider the responsibility of Baptists in the problems of adjustment of inter-racial relations,
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and make recommendations of procedure to the Convention, looking toward a larger fulfillment of our responsibility in the total situation and particularly with reference to helpful co-operation with our fellow Baptist in the Negro race.1947-- Convention adopted recommendation of Social Service Commission endorsing Congressional legislation proposing to close radio channels to liquor advertising and requested the Public Relations Committee to use the Convention action in public hearings on the bill. (p. 47) The SBC adopted the Executive Committee's recommendation (p. 34):(2) Regarding the Social Service Commission:a. That the Social Service Commission shall seek to promote morality in social relations, including the problems of marriage and the family, crime and juvenile delinquency, industrial relations, race relations, the alcohol problem, and other matters of social morality which press upon our people for a solution.b. That any effective program along the above lines must of necessity be a continuous and a continuing program, which should be under the direction of an executive committee of seven members chosen by and from the Social Service Commission to be assisted by qualified employed personnel.Convention approved a 1948 operating budget which included an appropriation of $10,000 for the Social Service Commission. J. B. Weatherspoon still chairman. SBC adopted the recommendations of the Committee on Race Relations, appointed in 1946, which stated in part (pp. 47-48):1. That the Convention recognize its responsibility for the promotion of inter-racial good-will, and urge upon our Baptist people and all Christians the duty of ordering our racial attitudes and actions in accordance with Chrisitan truth and Chrisitan love.2. That the Convention express its approval of co-operative service, such as is being carried on by the Home Mission Board, the American Baptist Theological Seminary and the Convention Seminaries, in the field of Negro religious and theological education, and by the Woman's Missionary Union in its program education and missionary cooperation.3. That the Convention approve a long range program of education among our own people looking toward racial
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understanding and Chrisitan attitudes in the solution of race problems, and encourage Baptist agencies and institutions to promote such a program, including such particular services as the following: (1) the practice of the Sunday School Board of dealing with the race question in its literature; (2) the publication and distribution of tracts, study course books and other literature dealing with Chrisitanity and race; (3) the publication of editorials and contributed articles on race relations in denominational papers; (4) the inclusion of the subject of race relations in the social service reports of all state conventions and district associations; (6) the introduction of courses in race, race relations and Negro life into the curricula of our Baptist colleges;(7) the publication from time to time of summaries of the work of Baptists in this field of service; (8) the co-operation of pastors in bringing to the attention of their people the basic Christian doctrines and principles of conduct that bear upon racial attitudes.4. That the Convention assign to the Social Service Commission particularly the task of fostering such a program of education and promoting such practical services as the following: (1) supplying pastors with practical suggestions concerning ways in which they can help Negro pastors; (2) encouraging definite work by churches in behalf of the Negro Baptist people of their communities; (3) encouraging discussion of race relations under wise leadership in pastors' conferences, district associations, student conferences and brotherhood meetings, and furnishing constructive material for such discussions; (4) seeking the establishment of Departments of Interracial Cooperation by State Conventions (of the order of that in Texas);(5) counselling with Negro Baptist leaders annually concerning the common interests and tasks of white and Negro Baptists in the service of the Kingdom of God; (7) keeping informed about the work of other organizations in this field.In September, 1947, Hugh A. Brimm became Executive Secretary-Tre a surer of the Social Service Commission. He opened an office on the campus of Southern Seminary in Louisville, Ky., where J. B. Weatherspoon, still chairman of the Commission, served on the faculty. (1948, p. 334} (The Annuals have listed the seminary as the address of the Commission since



Chrisitan Life Commission Resume—21
Weatherspoon's election as chairman.) Second Ridgecrest conference conducted. (1948, p. 334)1948— Commission announced forthcoming book on the Chrisitan approach to problems of contemporary social morality, (p. 334) Report concludes (for first time) with statement of income and expenses for previous year. Convention adopted the Commission's recommendations on world peace, industrial relations, marriage and family relations, juvenile delinquency, motion pictures, beverage alcohol, race relations (reaffirmed statement adopted in 1947; see above), (pp. 53-54)1949— Commission report related the effort "to formulate the program of the Social Service Commission so as to stimulate positive action at the community level through the local church." Proposed various approaches to contemporary social problems through a series of conferences and studies in local churches and associations designated as "Religion in Life, " (later called Christian Life Conferences). Reported success in initial conferences already conducted, (pp. 337-38) Inaugurated a monthly bulletin called Light which was distributed free of charge, (p. 338) Secretary Brimm reported an effort "to get a concise factual summary of our social problems into the hands of the chairman of the Social Service Committee of every state and each district association in the . . . Southern Baptist Convention." (p. 338) Conducted a "Conference on Christian Living" at Ridgecrest, (p. 338) Receipts from sale of pamphlets was $648.24. (1950, p. 380)1950— The 1944 statement on "The Purpose and Work of the Social Service Commission, " was reprinted in the report, (pp. 371-73) Report discussed the alcohol problem, gambling, and race relations at length, and offered for use of individuals, churches, and civic groups "suggested pattern for action. " (pp. 374-76) Included a report on actions regarding race relations taken by the state conventions of Oklahoma, Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, Florida and Alabama. Convention adopted the Commission's recommendations on world peace, alcohol, gambling, and race relations. Long section on race relations carried in Book of Reports but deleted in the Annual. The recommendations on race relations as adopted included the following paragraph (p. 45):3. In view of the fact that in recent months there have been distinct and significant changes in the policies of institutions of higher learning in the secular field and in further view of the principles of action on race relations upon which we as Southern Baptists have taken a stand, we express the hope that the governing bodies of our denominational institutions, both educational and social service, will seriously explore with intelligence, conscience and compassion our Baptist responsibility in those areas of Chrisitan service.
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Received $12,500 from Cooperative Program; $844.77 from sale of pamphlets, and $448.22 from Texas Convention (1951, p. 426}1951— Convention adopted the Commission's recommendations on alcohol, narcotics, gambling, militarization of America, United Nations organization, marriage. The 20-page report (the longest yet) discussed at length the social problems with which the Commission had dealt during the preceeding fifteen years. Zach section contained (1) quotations from the Annuals summarizing official actions of the Convention during the 15-year period, and (2) a factual statement of the problem. Report listed three services of the Commission to Southern Baptists: (1) Research, (2) Publication, (3) Conferences, (p. 424) Stated that a "primary task of the secretary of the . . . Commission is that of research;" gathering factual data on social problems to distribute to those requesting such information. Circulation of monthly bulletin, Light, now over 10,000. (p. 424)1952— Convention adopted the Commission's resolutions on the care of the aged, migratory workers, public and private morality, beverages alcohol, and race relations (commended action of the Seminaries and some Baptist colleges in opening their doors to students of all races), (pp. 55-57) The 17-page report discusses the above problems at length, (pp. 408-24)1953— Convention approved the proposed name change from Social Service Commission to the Christian Life Commission, (p. 53) Commission suggested the change inview of the fact that "social service" has come to mean money raising for social work and because "the function of the Commission as defined by the Convention is to help interpret the basic moral principles of our faith and to bring these principles to bear upon the conditions of life among us. " )p. 430) A. C. Miller succeeded Brimm as Executive Secretary in January, 1953. (p. 426) Headquarters were moved to Nashville, Tennessee, where the Sunday School Board provided office space without charge, (p. 426) Report seeks to define the work of the Commission and the means whereby it seeks to accomplish its task. Declared that its work "was begun to develop within our people an awareness of the ethical content of the gospel and the social responsibilities of the Christian life. " Outlined its responsibilities, designated in former Convention action (see 1947 entry) as follows: marriage and the family, crime and delinquency, industrial relations, race relations, alcohol problem, national and world issues. Commission proposed to do its work through sub-committees of its members assigned to do research and writing in particular fields, co-operation with Southwide agencies, fellowship with State Conventions and commissions, Christian Life Conferences, and an informative literature, (pp. 429-30) Income from sale of pamphlets, $112.50. Receipts from Cooperative Program, $13,500. (1954, p. 408)
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1954— Convention adopted recommendations of the Commission on juvenile delinquency, liquor advertising (action to be communicated to Congress by Joint Committee on Public Affairs), and Supreme Court decision on desegregation. Motions to eliminate the latter recommendation failed. The recommendation as adopted follows (p. 56):(3) CONCERNING THE SUPREME COURT DECISION ON PUBLIC EDUCATIONIn the light of the recent decision handed down by the Supreme Court of our Nation declaring segregation of the races to be unconstitutional, and in view of the position of this Convention in adhering to the basic moral principles of our religion as they apply in race relations, we recommend:1. That we recognize the fact that this Supreme Court decision is in harmony with the constitutional guarantee of equal freedom to all citizens, and with the Christian principles of equal justice and love for all men.2. That we commend the Supreme Court for deferring the application of the principle both as to time and procedure until the Nation shall have had time to wj rk out methods by which transition from the present practice may be effected.3. That we urge our people and all Christians to conduct themselves in this period of adjustment in the spirit of Christ; that we pray that God may guide us in our thinking and our attitudes to the end that we may help and not hinder the progress of justice and brotherly love; that we may exercise patience and good will in the discussions that must take place , and give a good testimony to the meaning of Christian faith, and discipleship.4. That we express our belief in the public school system of our nation as one of the greatest factors in American history for the maintenance of democracy and our common culture, and we express the hope that in the working out of necessary adjustments, its place in our educational program shall not be impaired.5. That we urge Christian statesmen and leaders in our churches to use their leadership in positive thought and planning to the end that this crisis in our national history shall not be made the occasion for new and bitter prejudices, but a movement toward a united nation embodying and proclaiming a democracy that will commend freedom to all people.
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The Commission's report states two groups of objectives (pp. 400-401):1. There are neglected areas to be entered by the Christian faith, such as marriage, the family and home, child labor, the economic order, racial understanding, citizenship, world order, and others.2. There are social evils to be overcome, such as the traffic in beverage alcohol, the distribution and sale of salacious literature, gambling, the traffic in narcotics, the iniquitous white-slave traffic, and a host of other Satanic inventions.Reported development of a five-point program; (1) Special studies by Commission committees, (2) Factual and interpretive source Of information on social issues, (3) Leadership training of voluntary workers, (4) The Christian Life Conference, (5) The creation of literature, (p. 401) Declared the need for a research assistant. Commission's request for sufficient additional funds to employ a research person was not granted. The 1955 allocation was raised to $17,000 to provide funds for increased operational and printing costs, (pp. 401, 79)1955— Commission reported on the areas of work given special attention during the last year: Indians in the Southwest, world peace, the Christian faith and economic life, the aging in our population, intergroup relationships, alcohol education and liquor advertising, and pastoral counseling. (pp. 329-34) Convention adopted the only recommendation offered by the Commission, a page-long resolution concerning world peace, (p. 56-57) Former chairman, J. B. Weatherspoon, rotated off the Commission. Congressman Brooks Hays became chairman. (1956, p. 45)1956— Commission paid tribute to J. B. Weatherspoon for his contribution to its work. (p. 336) Reported joint promotion with other agencies of "The Crusade for Christian Morality." Also jointly promoted a counseling clinic held in Nashville, Tenn. (p. 334-345) Declared a relationship between the work of the Commission and foreign missions for the social attitudes and actions of American citizens have a direct bearing upon the reception given to our Baptist witness on foreign fields, (pp. 335-36; Convention approved an allocation of $20,000 for the work of the Commission in 1957. (p. 39) Convention approved the Resolutions Committee's recommendation that the SBC president file with the U.S. Government a petition "to prohibit the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages on airplanes in flight within the territory of the United States." (p. 55) Commission's financial report for the year indicate that it received from the Ford Foundation a grant of $15,000. An accounting of the use of a part of the fund is given but the grant is not mentioned in the body of the 1956 or 1957 report. (1957, p. 369)1957-- Commission reported distribution of more than a million tracts and book-
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lets on the various phases of its work. With the exception of three mailings of 25,000 each to Baptist pastors, this literature was distributed to individuals and groups upon request. In addition, published and distributed four issues (30,000 each) of The Christian Life Bulletin, (p. 362) Projected a special study of social attitudes among Southern Baptists; considered as a pilot study to secure useful data concerning various age groups and to introduce a method which can be used for further studies, (p. 363} Much space given in report to racial tensions and possible solutions, (pp. 366-68) Glorieta conference to deal with the traffic in Salacious literature—the objective “will be to develop a program for community action that can be used by the church and moral forces of both community and state in the control of this traffic and in meeting its destructive influence on the moral character of both young old" Offered no formal recommendations to SBC. (p. 366) Convention approved an allocation of $21,000 for the Commission in 1958. (p. Ill) Commission in 1958 reported receiving a second grant of $15,000 from the Ford Foundation in 1957 of which it expended $13,346.01 on literature, postage, advertising, operation expenses, administration, travel, etc. (1958, p. 394} No explanation of the grant is given in the reports.1958— Christian Life Commission reported publishing five new tracts, making a total of 27 tracts and booklets on 11 different subjects now published by the agency. Distributed almost a million copies in 1957. In January, 1958, began to publish the Christian Life Bulletin bi-monthly, (pp. 390-91) Report advocates a future program which calls for the “development of the research function of the Commission to include studies in social trends, social services, social attitudes, and the development of methods of communication that will enable us to share these findings with other agencies of the Convention. " (p. 393) Indicated that this would require an Associate Secretary trained in the field of research, and additional office personnel. The proposed cost of the expanded program was $18, 198.00 . (p. 393) After extended discussion and unsuccessful attemptshad been made to delete from the report Section 5, “A Call for Racial Reconciliation, “ and to amend the financial section of the report, the Convention voted “to receive the report as information.” (p. 53.) SBC approved a 1959 appropriation of $23,000 for the Commission, (p. 46) Financial report for the year 1958 indicated that $4,000 of the special fund (former Ford Foundation grant) was transferred to the operating account of the Commission. Also reported in addition to Cooperative Program allocation of $21,000, designated gifts of $5,000 and pamphlet sales of $681.95. (1959, p. 397)1959— Christian Life Commission reported that Congress had passed legislation the preceding year which would help to curb the traffic in obscene literature, but urged that Christian Citizens aid in the attack against the distribution of such materials on the local community level; suggested four ways to help. (p. 391} Report also discusses the liquor problem, community tensions in human relations, the United Nations, world peace, (pp.
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392-96) Convention adopted the report as information, (p. 81) Convention adopted the recommendations of the World Peace Committee (p. 83): Recommendation No. 2That the Christian Life Commission accelerate its program of study, activity, and education in the interest of world peace.Recommendation No. 3That the Christian Life Commission seek ways of cooperation with similar agencies of other Baptist bodies in the United States in the interest of World peace.Recommendation No. 4That the Christian Life Commission provide a Non- Governmental Organizations observer at the United Nations within budget limitations.Convention adopted resolution presented by Marse Grant on pornographic literature, (p. 77). Also adopted, after extended discussion, an amended resolution concerning race relations (p. 78):Resolution No. 4--Meeting with National Baptist Negro LeadersIn the light of continuting existing tensions and pressures, we commend the local, state, and Southwide agencies and workers who are successfully engaged in a ministry of service and understanding with Christians of all races and nationalities and urge the continued prayerful and responsible application of the principles and example of Christ in all our relationships.We commend the outgoing president, the Hon. Brooks Hays, for his firm convictions, his spirit of fairness to all, and his courageous stand on the great issues of our day.We recommend that the Executive Committee consider a meeting of representative leaders from the Southern Baptist Convention with leaders of the two National Conventions of Negro Baptists to discuss mutual problems.SBC raised the 1960 allocation of the Commission to $31,500. (p. 47)


