
A RESUME OF EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF

THE EDUCATION COMMISSION*

*Sourcc of information: SBC annuals, unless otherwise indicated.

1846 The convention recommends that the churches "foster and sustain those Southern 
institutions" established for the education of young gospel ministers,

1892 The convention discusses for half an hour the "general educational interests as 
sustained in our colleges. "

1896 A convention committee on Methods of Work and Mission Journals says that one 
of Southern Baptists' greatest needs is for trained leaders: "Ministerial education 
in the colleges and the seminary has not kept pace with the needs of the denomina
tion. “ The committee also suggests that other young men and women, through 
Baptist schools "should be trained to practical leadership in their churches. "

1899 A Georgia messenger announced that he would introduce at the next session calling 
for a committee "to prepare and submit a plan for the better promotion of Christian 
Education. " (No further record of this resolution is to be found in either the 1899 
or 1900 convention annuals.)

1902 The convention hears J. M. Carroll on "The Advantages of Correlation of Baptist 
Schools in Each State" and W. E. Hatcher on “The Federation of Baptist Schools. "

1906 The convention appoints a committee on General Denominational Education "to 
gather statistics and other information which a broad study of the field shall yield.

1907 The convention hears the committee: most Baptist schools in debt, no generally 
accepted plan of ownership, less than one out of ten eligible young people enroled 
and a shortage of colleges for women. On recommendation of the committee the 
convention decides: to conduct a vigorous campaign for Christian education;
(2) to make special effort to enrol .young ministers in college; (3) to ask pastors 
to urge men to give to the schools; (4) to study correlation of schools; (5) that 
Baptists must control their institutions if they are to support them properly;
(6) that Baptist history and Baptist principles as well as the Bible should be 
taught in the schools; (7) that Baptists should patronize their schools and (8) 
that Southern Baptists should consider building a great Baptist University.

1909 From the Southern Baptist Education Association in session during the convention 
sessions comes a recommendation adopted by the conventions that a committee 
be appointed to report next year on the condition of Southern Baptists' schools.
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1910 The committee appointed last year emphasizes the need for large financial 
support to enable the schools to “grow and . . . develop high educational 
standards. “

1911 The committee on.denominational education emphasizes two pressing needs: 
more and better colleges for women and standardizing of all Baptist colleges. 
(Only one half of the colleges hold membership in the Southern Association).

1912 The convention urges the churches to recognize and support the colleges . . . 
hears addresses on Christian education.

1913 Resolutions stress that each state should have a first class Baptist-owned college, 
that they should be evangelistic and that the pastors should support them. A 
committee appointed to consider the advisability of a Convention Board of Educa
tion .

1914 The special committee reports that an agency would be helpful in the establish
ment of a literature on Christian education and “to form a point of contact and 
a means of co-operation between the Convention and the education boards and 
commissions of the several state conventions."

1915 The convention continues a committee on the subject of Christian Education to be 
known as the Education Commission.

1916 The Education Commission reported conferring with the Home Mission Board and 
Sunday School Board and finding that neither planned any work in the area of 
collegiate education. The Commission instructed as follows:

"First, to a persistent effort to arouse the rising generation of Baptists 
to the importance of education in general and Christian education in 
particular, and to arouse the main body of our people to the im
portance of maintaining schools under Baptist control and the condi
tions necessary to their continuance. Second, to creating and 
disseminating a literature suitable for use by the various state 
education boards and commissions. Third, to cooperating with 
the Sunday School Board in the matter of making effective an 
Education Day in the Sunday schools of the South. And, fourth, 
the gathering of adequate statistics of our educational institutions. "

The Commission suggests that the Baptist Sunday School Board provide $3,000 
for the work of the Commission

1917 The Education Commission reports to the Convention its scope of work as 
follows:
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“To awaken the entire public to the conviction that religion is 
essential to a complete education, and that education is neces
sary to the achievement of the Christian program.

To give unqualified support to the state in furthering the cause 
of public school instruction until the child is ready to enter an 
institution which compels his leaving home, but from that 
period we recommend our own colleges wherever our schools 
are prepared to give the courses of instruction which our youth 
desire.

To awaken in the thi nking of the Baptist fathers and mothers 
an appreciation of higher education which will lead them to make 
great personal sacrifices to send their children to high school 
and to college.

To demand in the interest of the spiritual and moral development 
of the growing youth that when compelled to leave his Christian 
home, there shall be provided an institution whose primary 
interest shall be the promotion of education for Christ's sake, 
so that amid a Christian environment and under Christian up
lifting influences, his life ideals and purposes shall be formed.

To further in every possible way the highest interests of these 
institutions, aiding them especially in the effort to embody the 
finest culture and the truest evangelical passion.

To aid the various state agencies interested in the promotion 
of our denominational schools in the correlation and proper 
standardizing of these institutions by advice and technical in
formation.

To become the channel by which shall be distributed literature 
giving an appreciative setting forth of Christian education.

To become the agency through which large gifts shall be dis
tributed for the cause of Christ in education throughout the 
South.

To advise with existing denominational agencies regarding 
the establishing of needed schools and the discontinuance of 
schools which have finished their service to the denomination.

To press a South-wide campaign which shall include those 
already launched by the various states, for the sum of $10,000,000, 
the amount to be raised by each separate state to be determined 
by the educational agency in that state.

To carry out the above plans the Commission recommends: (1) That the Education 
Commission be made a permanent agency; (2) That it be a separate agency from 
the boards and continue to be financed by the Sunday School Board; (3) That it is 
the conviction of the Commission that each state have one and not more than two 
strong standard senior Baptist colleges, others to be Junior colleges; (4) Recog
nition of standardizing agency for Baptist schools by the state; (5) That the 
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educational agency of each state convention nominate that state's member of the 
Southern Baptist Convention Education Commission; (6) That the Education 
Commission 'take the initiative concerning the placing of voluntary courses of 
religious education in the curricula of our schools.'"

No vote taken on the report but later the convention voted to amend the by-laws 
to make the Education Commission a regular Convention Committee.

1918 The Education Commission outlines a five-point program including a special 
campaign to raise $15,000,000 for the colleges. Final action postponed one year 
pending a study of ways and means.

1919 Education Day now an annual affair . . . The education committee in reporting on 
the Education Commission says that time has come for the convention to have an 
education board. A special committee brings the following recommendations 
which were adopted even though opposed by a minority report that moved for the 
continuing of the Education Commission:

"1. We recommend the creation of an Education Board, its member
ship conforming to the Constitution of the Convention and its 
functions to be determined and worked out by the said Board when 
so constituted.
2. We recommend that the newly created Education Board be in
structed to request the education agencies of the several states 
to contribute proportionately for its support, the quota for each 
state to be determined by the Board.
3. We recommend that for the first year the Sunday School Board, 
the Home Mission Board, and the Foreign Mission Board be authorized 
and instructed to underwrite the expenses of the Education Board, 
the amount not to exceed $15,000.
4. We recommend that the Convention appoint a committee com
posed of a messenger from each state to nominate to this Con
vention a Corresponding Secretary of the Education Board and to 
propose a location for the said Board. "

The Board was set up at Birmingham with J. E. Dillard acting corresponding 
secretary. The proposed $15,000,000 education program was absorbed into the 
$75,000,000 campaign.

1920 Convention approves a special committee of the Committee on Education Board 
"to consider the advisability of establishing a third seminary and one or two 
Baptist universities." . . . "The Education Board defined its mission as threefold: 
'First, to enable the denomination as a whole to function in the realm of education. 
Second, to enable our educational institutions, individually and collectively, to
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function in the work of the denomination. Third, to enable the denomination and its 
schools unitedly to function more largely in the life of the world of today.' The 
Board further defined these items in detail:

1. By the first we mean it is the mission of the Education Board to 
assist in mobilizing the Baptists of the South in the interests of 
education; to create and stimulate a conscience on the subject of 
education, especially Christian education; to enlist our people 
in the adequate support of our institutions; to enlist our young 
people in our schools; to co-operate with other Boards and State 
agencies in promoting education; to participate in all movements 
designed to create, foster, support, and further the interests of 
our Baptist institutions of learning and to secure the greater en
lightenment of our people.
2. By enabling our educational institutions to function more 
largely in the affairs of the denomination, we mean to assist 
the institutions in reaching such high standards of excellence, 
and enrolling so large a percentage of our constituency, and 
being so correlated, standardized, and unified as to render the 
largest possible service to the denomination. This is to be 
done by turning back into the churches and other institutions 
of the denomination the largest possible number of well trained, 
cultured Christian men and women, thereby exercising the 
greatest influence in determining the policies, programs, and 
progress of the denomination.

It is our conviction that the Board should seek to conserve 
Baptist interests in other schools as well as their own; should 
emphasize the evangelistic endeavor in schools; should seek 
to enlist young people of special promise in lines of definite 
Christian service; and in every way seek to make the contri
bution of the schools to the denomination increase in both 
quality and quantity.
3. By enabling the denomination and its schools to function 
more largely in the world of today, we mean to enable them to 
present a united front upon all matters where culture and re
ligion are involved; to represent the educational interests of 
the denomination in an organized way in the counsels of boards, 
conventions, and associations; to enable the denomination to 
have some worthy part in every forward movement looking to the 
enlightenment of the people; and to so relate our work and in
stitutions to other existing institutions as to render the largest 
service to the world at large.
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The report further outlines 16 things the Board should do in order to carry out its 
mission: (1) Serve as a clearing house upon educational matters, gathering and 
publishing pertinent information and statistics; (2) Co-operate with other state 
and Southwide agencies in all educational matters; (3) Conduct a constant pro
paganda of enlightenment; (4) Seek to conserve Baptist interests in non-Baptist 
colleges and universities; (5) Study the curricula and standards of denominational 
schools and make recommendations regarding courses of study; (6) Study and 
participate in the formation of an adoption of standards for Baptist schools; (7) 
Study educational conditions in rural areas of the country; (8) To 1 prepare a 
definite propaganda for reaching and influencing the young men and women of 
special promise who might be led to give their lives to special Christian service 
. . . ;' (9) Upon the request of any Baptist state board or institution, make a survey 
of existing conditions and make recommendations; (10) Assist institutions in 
applying for financial assistance to boards or individuals offering such help;
(11) Assist in standardizing and correlating the schools of the denomination;
(12) Establish a teachers' bureau to recommend qualified teachers to denominational 
schools; (13) Provide a system of scholarships for worthy young people; (14) 
Conduct a constant campaign for large gifts and bequests,to the cause of Christian 
Education; (15) Publish periodically a record of its proceedings, tracts, pamphlets, 
newspaper articles upon educational interests of the denomination; (16) Be aware 
of the permanent and changing needs of the denomination in the South and alter 
any of the above as necessary. . . . Board reports that the Executive Committee, 
July 15, 1919, had instructed the Board 'to care for the Ridgecrest Assembly' and 
later instructed the Board to provide out of its receipts from the 75 Million Cam
paign a building fund for Southern Seminary "if possible."'"

The report of the Education Board on its policies approved in part.

1921 Education Board reports a program planned for Ridgecrest Summer Assembly, that 
it had acted as distributing agency for a building and loan fund for the three 
seminaries, that the teacher bureau had been organized and that vocational guidance 
had been extended to young people who had volunteered for Christian service . . . 
It reports also that confusion had arisen over some portions of the program adopted 
the previous year, most notably as to whether the Education Board would be 
responsible for student activities in non-Baptist schools. Requests some 
definite interpretative action from the convention.

1922 Student activities becomes the care of a special inter-board commission . . . 
Education Board asked by the convention to contact scientists who would prepare 
college texts "which will rightly relate science to the Bible" . . . The convention 
adopts the Education Board's suggested outline of a working policy to be con
sidered by the Baptists in each state: "That each state employ a secretary of 
education to promote Christian education in the state; that each state make a 
comprehensive survey of its educational situation and its needs and then provide 
for those needs . . . That Southern Baptists combat illiteracy and promote rural 
education. "



1923 The Education Board sets forth its scope of work: '"(1) Publicity by means of 
tracts and education bulletins, Christian Education Day, sermons and addresses; 
(2) Disbursing Agent for South-wide objects; (3) Commission on Promotion and 
Standardization; (4) Student Activities--conjointly with Foreign, Home, Sunday 
School Boards, andW.M.U.; (5) Teacher Bureau.' . . . The Committee on the 
Report of the Education Board observed that the Board's work was largely limited 
to publicity and would so continue 'until the Convention assigns it some executive 
or administrative task.' . . . The Convention adopts the Education Board's recom
mendation:

1. That there be referred to a committee on correlation of the work 
of the Boards the consideration of locating with the Education Board 
the following: (1) Student Activities in Baptist Institutions; (2) 
Student Activities in Tax-Supported and other Institutions; (3) The 
Negro Theological Seminary; (4) Loan Fund for Students; (5) Re
lations with Schools Receiving South-wide Aid; (6) Student Aid in 
South-wide Institutions; (7) Recruiting for the Ministry and Mission
ary work; (8) Mountain Schools; with the understanding that 
should these proposed readjustments be favorably recommended by 
the committee to the Convention next year and adopted that they 
shall not become effective until the close of the 75 Million Cam
paign period.

Monthly publication of the Board now called The Baptist Education Bulletin.

1924 Education Board plans for future development of Ridgecrest, vocational guidance 
for Baptist youth and a student aid loan fund . . . The convention adopts an 
Education Board recommendation that it keep faith with five Baptist colleges to 
whom $100,000 each had been pledged from 75 Million receipts .... The 
convention refers to the Committee on Correlation recommendations that the 
Negro seminary and mountain school work be responsibilities of the Education 
Board and that the Board assist the seminaries in raising money.

1925 The Education Board reorganizes its work into the following departments: surveys, 
publicity, institutions, student life, teachers bureau, and legal and legislative, 
standardization and promotion . . . The Education Board accepts the gift of a 
Baptist Academy for Indians in Oklahoma . . . plans for enlargement and im
provement of Ridgecrest . . . The Convention adopts the report of the Correlation 
Committee which included the following outline of the scope of the work of the 
Education Board:

"That the Education Board continue its work along the general lines 
of its former activities, recognizing that its specific field of labor 
is to co-operate with all of our Baptist schools, South-wide and in 
the States, in getting their conditions and needs so clearly before
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1926

our constituency that these institutions may render the most 
effective service possible. To this end we recognize that they 
give special attention to the following:

1. The Survey Department will gather and distribute needed 
information from and for our schools, as the conditions may require.

2. The Publicity Department will be the clearing house for 
information and a means of stimulating the interest of our people 
in denominational education.

3. They should co-operate with the trustees of all our schools, 
South-wide and State, wherever they can be of assistance to such 
trustees in any endeavor toward the promotion of their institutions 
along these lines generally approved by the Southern Baptist Con
vention. It is understood that the Education Board will continue 
to receive and disburse all funds designated by the Southern 
Baptist Convention to our South-wide schools, as in the past.

4. We recognize the valuable service which has been 
rendered by the Teachers' Bureau Department of the Board and 
recommended that every aid possible be given to this depart
ment .

5. The Legal and Legislative Department has given and should 
give much needed aid to the work of our Baptist schools, South
wide and in the States.

6. The Department of Standardization is much needed and 
should render a most valuable service to our denominational 
schools.

7. We recognize that the work of this Board as outlined 
above is of the greatest importance and should be given the 
heartiest support of the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
fullest co-operation by all of our Boards and institutions.

8. We recommend that this Board render every possible 
assistance to the Textbook Commissions of our denomination 
and that they keep the denomination informed as to the needs 
and progress being made along these lines.

9. The Ridgecrest Assembly is now under the direction of 
the Education Board and we recommend that this Board continue 
such development there as funds and conditions may justify.

The Education Board is granted permission to seek a long term loan for $162,000 to 
cover indebtedness incurred when the convention instructed the Board to pay 
out of its receipts certain causes not initiated or recommended by the Board . . . 
17 accredited colleges reported . . . revoices need for a Baptist graduate univer
sity.
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1927 The Education Board accepts property in Lake County, Florida for use as a winter 
assembly . . . The Convention's Committee on Business Efficiency declares 
that the Education Board is unnecessary . . . The convention appoints a special 
committee "to survey all the work done by the Southern Baptist Convention" and 
report the next session.

1928 After eight years of operation the Education Board could report: total receipts, 
$2,012,122; total paid out to convention supported causes, $1,916,200; 
present debt, $381,378; improvements at Ridgecrest, ownership of a winter 
assembly in Florida and an Indian Academy in Oklahoma. On recommendation of 
the special committee on survey the convention abolishes the Education Board 
and substitutes an Education Commission. The Executive Committee is made the 
successor in law to all the assets and liabilities of the Education Board. In the 
future money until now channeled through the Education Board will be channeled 
through the Executive Committee.

1929 Because of legal technicalities in making the Executive Committee the successor 
in law to the Education Board, the Education Board was reappointed . . . Sunday 
School Board takes over Ridgecrest . . . Education Commission reports Education 
Day promoted and Teachers' Bureau discontinued.

1930 Education Commission conducts its work under direction of four committees: 
Survey and Statistics, Publicity, Reports and Programs, Standards and I nterrelation- 
ships.

1931 Education Commission conducts extensive survey of Baptist colleges.

1932 Convention asked to "authorize the Commission to seek a donation from an edu
cational foundation or other extra Convention source with which to conduct a 
comprehensive educational survey with a view to the development of a wise 
Christian educational policy in the several states which comprise the territory 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. " The Commission points out need of 
eliminating overlapping colleges . . . Reports that Arkansas has already begun 
consolidation and elected a full-time executive-secretary of Christian Education 
. . . Points to the need of a similar person in Southern Baptist life, but declares 
that this is not the “revival of the old Education Board question. "

1933 Commission report declares need for full-time staff person, "perhaps as a staff 
member of the Sunday School Board. "

1934 Commission declares that "recognition of the commanding interests of Christian 
Education is one of the major issues facing Southern Baptists today. "

1935 Renews plea for full-time executive secretary and extensive program. No funds 
received.



-10-

1936 The Education Commission granted $1200, first funds in more than two years . . . 
question of executive secretary referred to the Executive Committee . . .
Southern Baptist College News and V iews launched . . . Christian Education 
Conference at Ridgecrest.

1937 Budget advanced but not to exceed $2400.

1938 Co-operation with state institution central in the report.

1939 The Education Commission reports to the convention: "The ultimate purpose of 
the Education Commission is the development of an alert conscience on the subject 
of Christian education . . . It is the policy of the Education Commission to 
co-ordinate its work with all other agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and to promote in a special way the ideals of Christian leadership . "

1941 The Education Commission sponsors book by Dr. H. I. Hester and published by 
the Sunday School Board.

1942 The report of the Education Commission urges: "Conventions, associations, and 
program chairmen for many religious educational meetings have come to rely upon 
the office of the Education Commission as a bureau of Christian education." The 
Education Commission asked "to procure, assemble and transmit to our own 
Christian statesmen, and their colleagues, a body of facts and principles involved 
in a Christian peace. "

1944 Budget set at $4800.

1945 Publishes a series of pamphlets on Christian Education which is used also by 
the Northern Baptist Convention. News and Views doubled in size.

1946 Education Commission restates its five principles: (1) Reports and Programs, 
(2) Christian Educational Standards, (3) Publicity and Information Service, 
(4) Survey and Educational Institutional Analysis, and (5) Interrelationships.

1947 "The Convention adopts the following resolution offered by the Education Com
mission in the light of the current educational situation and future needs of Baptist 
educational institutions:

That the Education Commission through its present Christian 
Education Publications and by the method of Christian Educa
tional Conferences seek to inform a constantly increasing number 
of Baptists throughout the territory of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, . . . That the Education Commission continue to pro
vide educational information to all boards and agencies of the
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Convention and to provide and extend the educational in
formation service to all Baptist schools and colleges, and 
. . . That in view of the present necessity to rely upon 
commercial Teachers' Agencies for information concerning 
faculty members for our Christian schools that the Educa
tion Commission at the earliest possible time establish a 
Baptist Faculty Placement Service to be maintained for the 
purpose of enabling our Baptist school executives to secure 
reliable Christian scholars for the faculties of all of our 
Baptist schools. "

News and Views Changed to Educator.

1948 Chairman Johnson of Baylor University reports that his office had become a 
"workshop, a statistical bureau, an editorial desk, and the central agency to 
which Baptist educational information is directed and from which this information 
is disseminated." . . . Association of Southern Baptist Colleges organized.

1949 Budget allocation raised to $15,000 for 1950 . . . Teacher placement service 
initiated.

1950 Search under way for an executive secretary for the Education Commission who 
will do all that Johnson has been doing plus: (1) promote a teacher placement 
service, (2) conduct surveys and offer counsel to colleges; (3) Serve as 
liaison officer between various educational institutions and foundations.

1951 R. Orin Cornett employed as executive secretary . . . Education Commission 
moved to Nashville . . . Work of past years summarized: "Accumulation, 
organization and dissemination of information about the Southern Baptist educational 
institutions. Through extended surveys and analyses facilitated by the statistical 
equipment of the Department of Survey and Statistics of the Sunday School Board, 
through visits to individual campuses and through every source of pertinent 
data, this office will endeavor to provide many needed services to the Southern 
Baptist institutions. These range from studies of specific problems affecting a 
single institution to broad surveys needed for co-operative attack upon problems 
common to all our institutions of learning." . . . The Commission's report also 
declared that the central office would provide the following additional service:

"Through the publication of THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST EDUCATOR, 
the office of the Education Commission will endeavor: (a) to 
reflect and report the progress of all of our educational institutions; 
(b) to circulate the best techniques and ideas of our own educators; 
(c) to afford a concise but complete cross section of the latest and 
best ideas on higher- education from outside our own institutions;
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(d) to maintain a continually optimistic and enthusiastic 
appraisal of the potentialities of the future and of current 
problems bearing on the future of Christian education.

Through the maintenance of a faculty placement service 
for Southern Baptist educational institutions, this office 
will endeavor to provide adequate sources of contact with 
qualified persons interested in permanent positions in our 
Southern Baptist educational institutions, and to provide for 
such individuals the needed contacts with institutions in 
which vacancies exist. . .

The maintenance of contacts with educational foundations 
and trust fund agencies through which grants might be made 
to our educational institutions is another objective of the 
office of the Education Commission. Finally, through the 
utilization of every possible source of advertising and pro
motion in behalf of Christian education, the support and 
recognition of our educational institutions must be accelerated 
and advanced.

1952 The Education Commission receives its charter which declares: "that the 
Commission was established ' ... to serve the educational interests of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and any and all agencies now or any time hereafter 
created by, controlled by, fostered by, or officially sanctioned by the Southern 
Baptist Convention.1 It 'may serve at its descretion any and all agencies created 
by, controlled by, fostered by, or officially sanctioned by any church, association, 
convention or Baptist group co-operating with the Southern Baptist Convention.*'" 
Budget for 1953 set at $20,000.

1953 Education Commission takes lead in "the establishment of a College Counselling 
Committee in each church." This committee was to be trained and equipped to: 
"lead our young people to an informed, intelligent consideration of our own colleges; 
to encourage financial preparation for college through savings or educational 
insurance; and to secure commitment to a full, active program of Christian living 
in whatever college is attended. "

1954 Began publication of material for the vocational and educational guidance of 
teen-age Baptist youth . . . Campus directory appears.

1955 Education Commission continues convention-wide emphasis week on Christian 
Education with 40,000 pounds of sample kits .... Conducts four major surveys.

1956 1957 allocation to be $33,000 . . . Begins Career News

1957 Dr. R. Orin Cornett defines the work of the Education Commission as embracing 
the following services:
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"1. Stimulation and encouragement of interest in Christian 
education is accomplished through (1) maintenance of a 
central source of information; (2) production of articles 
and features for denominational publications; (3) publi
cation of THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST EDUCATOR, SOUTHERN 
BAPTIST CAREER NEWS, THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CAMPUS 
DIRECTORY, tracts, and other materials; (4) organization 
and correlation of promotional efforts in behalf of Christian 
higher education; and (5) annual reports to the Southern 
Baptist Convention.
2. Specific institutions are served through (1) operation of 
a faculty placement service free to Baptists, supplying 
candidates for faculty positions in Southern Baptist insti
tutions; (2) surveys and consultation on specific problems; 
(3) circulation of useful ideas and techniques; and (4) 
provision of special services requested by individual insti
tutions .
3. Organized Baptist groups are served through (1) conduct
ing of surveys at the request of state conventions and state 
convention boards and committees, and (2) counsel and 
survey services to groups interested in starting Baptist edu
cational institutions.
4. Co-operative effort among Southern Baptist educational 
institutions and agencies is promoted.
5. Educational conferences and projects are sponsored.
6. A church-and-college co-ordinated program of vocational 
and educational guidance for Southern Baptist youth is pro
moted and maintained." (Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, 
I, 393)

1958 Continues major emphasis on surveys.

1959 Education Commission reports that Southern Baptists have $281,498,975 invested 
in their education institutions. . . . Cornett resigns in February. In his eight 
year tenure he conducted 20 major surveys for Southern Baptist states and 
colleges. The Education Commission in this period emerged as a significant 
and much used agency in Southern Baptist life. . . . Dr. Rabun L. Brantley 
elected executive secretary in the summer of 1959 .... 1960 budget alloca
tion set at $48,000.


