
RESUME OF THE HISTORY OF GOLDEN GATE 
BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(References to SBC Annuals unless otherwise stated)

1859— Harvey Gilbert, appointed by the SBC Board of Domestic Missions in 1858 as 
a missionary to California, began operation of the San Rafael Baptist Institu
tion as a step toward realizing his dream of a theological seminary to meet 
the large demand for trained Baptist ministers in the state. (Home and Foreign 
Journal, April, 1861, p. 38). . . . J. Lewis Shuck, general missionary to 
California, later wrote concerning the Institute, "It is the beginning of a great 
Baptist theological school. " (Sanford Fleming, God's Gold /T949~Z p. 197) 

c.1868— The Institute ceased to function—SBC ceased to do mission work in California. 
(Civil War, reconstruction effects on South, etc.)

1935-44— Thousands of Southern Baptists moved to California and organized Southern 
Baptist Churches.

1944— Rev. Isam B. Hodges, pastor of Golden Gate Baptist Church of Oakland, 
California, and Dr. Dallas G. Faulkner, pastor of First Southern Baptist Church 
of San Francisco, led their churches to support a movement begun by the two 
pastors to establish a seminary. The churches elected 12 trustees and the 
“Golden Gate Southern Baptist Theological Seminary" was incorporated in the 
state of California, July 12, 1944. (Charter, Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, 
I, p. 568) The school, with Hodges as president, opened in September. The 
Golden Gate Baptist Association voted to give to the school its "prayerful and 
moral support, " but gave it no financial assistance. The association elected 
six trustees to serve with those which the two churches had already elected. 
(Minutes, Golden Gate Baptist Association, 1944, p. 7.) The school enrolled 
seven students.

1945— Golden Gate enrolled 20 students in September—The Southern Baptist Con
vention of California in November voted to assume ownership and control of 
the school upon the request of the institution's trustees. The Convention 
then elected a new board of trustees and voted to allocate 20% of its Coopera
tive Program funds to the school. (California Southern Baptist Annual , 1945, 
pp. 30, 120,138)

1946— Dr. Benjamin O. Herring became president of the seminary in June. (SBC 
Annual, 1953, p. 352) Herring and a part time secretary were the only 
salaried employees. The enrolment was 31. (Encyclopedia, p. 568)

1957— Authorized by the state convention's board of directors, the seminary's board 
of trustees purchased the property of Calvary Baptist Church in Berkeley, 
California. The school opened at its new location in the fall and enrolled 65 
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students during the year. (Ibid. p. 568). . . . The Southern Baptist Convention 
adopted a memorial presented by B. O. Herring which called for a committee 
to consider a plan proposed for receiving the Golden Gate Seminary as an 
institution of the Convention. (SBC Annual, pp. 31-32). . . . This committee's 
responsibility was enlarged to “study the whole question of theological 
education. ..." John H. Buchanan was made chairman of this committee.

1948— The SBC allocated $5,000 to its Theological Education Survey Committee to 
complete its surveys and study, and to publish its findings and recommendations 
prior to the next session of the Convention. The trustees secured in November 
a new charter setting forth more clearly the "purpose, powers, and government 
of the seminary in view of its connection with the state convention and 
granting the authority to confer degrees. " It also dropped the word Southern 
from its title. (Encyclopedia, p. 568)

1949— Golden Gate graduated its first class, conferring 17 awards. The SBC 
Theological Education Survey Committee verified from its studies the need 
for two additional SBC seminaries (one to be located in the West) to alleviate 
the congestion in the current seminaries, to provide facilities for growing 
enrolment potentials, and "to serve great areas now remote from the seminaries 
we now have. " The Convention adopted 13 reco mmendations of this committee 
including one that a committee of one from each state be appointed to carry 
out the recommendations of the survey committee, including a consideration 
of the memorial presented in 1947 by the Golden Gate Seminary. (SEE research 
report on Southeastern Seminary, p. 2, for a copy of these recommendations) 
. . . Dr. J. W. Storer was made chairman of the new committee.

1950-- The SBC adopted the following recommendations of its Committee on Theological 
Education:

Western Seminary
4. We recommend that the location of the Western Seminary be the 

present site of the Golden Gate Seminary at Grove and Addison Street, Berkeley, 
California.

5. That the articles of incorporation be as follows: (See report, 
page 410).

6. That the Convention proceed to elect trustees as prescribed in the 
articles of incorporation, and take such legal steps as are necessary to 
establish same, and to acquire the assets of the Golden Gate Seminary, with 
the understanding that no liabilities will be assumed except those existing 
as of May 8, 1960, unless approved by a majority of the trustees elected by 
the Southern Baptist Convention at the time the liability is incurred.

7. That the transfer of ownership and control of all properties of the 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary of the Southern Baptist Convention 
of California shall be made on or before January 1, 1951 .

8. That we instruct the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to advance funds to provide the expenses incident to the said 
transfer.
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The Convention allocated to Golden Gate $100,035 for operating expenses 
from the 1951 Cooperative Program and began active support of the school 
January 1, 1951. . . . E. H. Westmoreland was made chairman of the semi
nary's new board of trustees. The Seminary graduated 29.

1951— The Convention amended its By-Law 6 (b) to include Golden Gate as one of 
its institutions. President Herring reported that Golden Gate had 15 full 
time and 6 part time teachers. He stressed the necessity for expanded 
facilities if the seminary was to care for its growing enrolment. A capacity 
enrolment of 222 for 1950-51 session was reported.

1952-- The Convention instructed its treasurer to deposit with the Southern Baptist 
Foundation receipts from the estate of William Conover, Jr., and directed 
the Foundation to disburse to the Golden Gate Seminary $53,000 from these 
funds around September, 1953. . . . SBC approved a 1952-56 capital needs 
allocation of $1,000,000 for Golden Gate. . . . The Sunday School Board 
offered to Golden Gate a gift of $25, 000 toward a new library on a permanent 
campus. . . . Harold K. Graves succeeded Herring as president of the 
seminary in July. The latter had resigned to accept the presidency of Grand 
Canyon College.

1953-- The trustees of Golden Gate voted to "purchase a proposed campus sight if 
and when it becomes available." The seminary reported 180 ministerial 
students plus 12 men and 52 women students in religious education or music. 
SBC approved an allocation of $184,650 for Golden Gate operating expenses. 
. . . The SBC Executive Committee, upon the request of Golden Gate Seminary, 
approved a loan agreement for the seminary to borrow $150,000 for the pur
chase of a new campus site. The trustees purchased 126 acres on Strawberry 
Point, on San Francisco Bay, Marin County, California.

1954— The seminary anticipated the need for approximately $9,000,000 "for the 
complete campus development to care for 1000 students." An estimated 
$4,500,000 would be needed to provide facilities for occupancy of the new 
site. . . . President Graves reported that additional property had been leased 
near the present campus to provide larger facilities for the institution.
. . . Total operating expenses of the seminary for the year 1953-54 was 
$186,588.37. . . . The SBC approved further capital needs allocations to 
Golden Gate: $626,733 in 1957 and $1,256,433 in 1958.

1955— President Graves reported that Golden Gate Seminary had been made an 
associate member of the American Association of Theological Schools. Land
scaping was started on the new site. . . . E. FI. Westmoreland continued 
to serve as chairman of the trustees.

1956— The SBC authorized Golden Gate Seminary to change its charter to provide that 
the "Articles of Faith by which the institution shall be guided in its doctrinal 
statement shall be that statement approved by the Southern Baptist Convention 
in 1925." The Seminary reported an enrolment of 331 students and 17 faculty 
members.
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1957— President Graves reported progress on development of the new campus site 
and projected plans for occupying it by the fall of 1959. The SBC approved 
capital needs allocations for Golden Gate as follows: $2,000,000 for 1959, 
$100,000 for each succeeding year, 1960-1963.

1958-- Golden Gate reported 273 ministerial students, 86 in religious education, 
14 in church music. The student body represented 33 states and nine foreign 
countries. Academic buildings were under construction on the new campus. 
(SEE Recommendation 28 of the Committee to Study Total SBC Program, pp. 4,5 
of research report on Southeastern Baptist Seminary; or SBC Annual, 1958, 
p. 66. This recommendation is relative to all SBC seminaries.)

1959— The Cooperative Program allocation for Golden Gate Seminary’s operating 
budget for 1959 was $288,700. . . . The seminary's enrolment for 1958-59 
session was 350. . . . The seminary moved to its new campus during the 
summer of 1959. . . . Operational expenses for 1958 totaled $336,981.42.


