
A RESUME OF EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF

THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL COMMISSION *

1857

1861

1868

1869

1871

1872

1873

1882

1884

1885

1887

Report of Foreign Mission Board presents a brief survey of the history of the 
Board and its work (1845-57) — "What shall be the history of the future? "

Christian Index for June 26 announces plans for a Southern Baptist Historical 
Society. Organized during the 1861 Convention. Not heard from again.

Convention instructs its secretaries to bring a complete file of the convention 
minutes to each meeting of the Convention . . . Endorses the aims and objectives 
of the American Baptist Historical Society and requests that Southern Baptist 
"authors, editors, secretaries, etc., . . . send to the Society their productions.

Thomas Armitage delivers "an eloquent address on the principles and history 
of the denomination."

A 50-volume library of the (first) Sunday School Board in circulation.

The historical sketch of the Convention contained in the annual sermon by 
William Williams was printed in the appendix of the annual.

One reason offered for resuming publication of the Foreign Mission Journal was 
"to meet the wants of the Board in the more careful preservation of its records. "

Convention adopts the report of a committee on the Secretary's Statistical Report 
. . . Committee states: "We regard the Report as perhaps the most valuable 
contribution which has been made to the history of the Southern Baptists in many 
years, and as a work of reference to discover our resources and to organize our 
forces, it seems to be almost absolutely essential." From this date through 
1930 comprehensive statistics, including associational tables by states, appear 
in the annual. Thereafter, they appear in the Southern Baptist Handbook. Only 
statistical summaries appear in the annuals after 1930.

Convention adopts resolution calling for an historical sermon to be preached at 
the 1885 session of the Convention meeting in Augusta, Ga., to commemorate its 
40th anniversary . . . Appoints J. Lansing Burrows, who was present at the 
organization in 1845.

Burrows' sprmon printed in the annual.

Convention endorses the History of Baptists (1887) by Thomas Armitage.

information from SBC annuals unless otherwise indicated
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1894

1895

1897

1898

1900

1905

1906

1909

1910

1911

1915

Adopts report of Committee on Time and Place calling for "An historical Semi- 
Centennial sermon to be preached by W. H. Whitsitt."

"Historical Discourse on the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Southern Baptist Con
vention, " delivered before the Convention was printed in the annual . . . 
Convention shows interest in correct records when I. T. Tichenor receives the 
approval of the Convention in pointing out an historical error in Dr. Whitsitt's 
address regarding his interpretation of resolutions on relations with Northern 
Baptists made at the 1879 Convention.

Convention, on resolution by B. F. Riley, commends the American Baptist 
Historical Society. Asks churches to cooperate with it.

Appoints committee to help celebrate a season of thanksgiving for "mercies past" 
in 1900 including "wider dissemination of the facts of our history. "

Eight historical addresses delivered before the Convention: B. H. Carroll, 
"Baptists A Century Ago;" W. E. Hatcher, "A Century of Baptist Preachers;" 
Henry McDonald, "Conservative Power Among Baptists;" F. H. Felix, 
"A Century of Foreign Missions;" Junius W. Millard, "A Century of Home and 
State Missions;" J. B. Gambrell, "Principles and History of Baptist Co-operative 
Work;" E. Y. Mullins, "A Century of Baptist Education;” Lansing Burrows, "The 
Baptist Outlook for the New Century. "

Convention address on "The History and Work of the Home Mission Board" made 
by B. H. Carroll.

B. W. Spilman addresses the Convention on "Baptists in Sunday School History." 
Convention requests the Sunday School Board to publish it.

Jubilee year of Southern Baptist Seminary . . . Two Convention addresses: 
E. C. Dargan, "Fifty Years of the Seminary;" L. G. Broughton, "What the 
Seminary Has Done for Southern Baptists."

Resolution of the Georgia Baptist Convention regarding the "advisability of the 
preparation of a history of the Southern Baptist Convention" referred to a com
mittee to report to the 1911 Convention.

The committee appointed in 1910 calls for a definitive history of Southern Baptists 
to be written by Lansing Burrows and published by the Sunday School Board.
(Burrows gathered a small folder of materials but apparently did little more. He 
was appointed in 1917 on a committee to advise with B. F. Riley in preparation 
of the history.)

Lansing Burrows granted $500 and expenses for his work in statistics, but con
vention declines to create permanent office of statistician.
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1916 Convention asks Baptist Sunday School Board to arrange for a history.

1917 Board reports B. F. Riley engaged to write the history.

1918 Statistical work committed to the Baptist Sunday School Board. Burrows to 
advise.

1919 Hight C Moore placed in charge of statistics . . . Riley completes his manu
script. (Other sources indicate the manuscript not considered publishable)

1921 Convention asks "That a Committee be appointed to recommend to the Convention 
methods and policies for gathering and preserving the historical records of 
Southern Baptists." Walter M. Lee of Georgia named chairman . . . "Committee 
on the Preservation of Baptist History" meets during the Convention and brings 
to the Convention four recommendations which were adopted: (1) That a Baptist 
Historical Society be organized in every state which did not already have one;
(2) That Walter M. Lee correspond with the states to accomplish the above 
objective; (3) That R. W. Weaver, V/. J. McGlothlin and W. M. Lee work out 
suggested plans for the states; (4) That the Sunday School Board be requested 
favorably to consider the establishment of a department of historical survey 
in connection with its work of statistical surveys. Nothing in Sunday School 
Board report about Riley's manuscript . . . E. P. Alldredge is now secretary of 
the Sunday School Board's Department of Survey, Statistics and Information.

1922 The Committee on Preservation of Baptist History reports results in the organi
zation or reactivation of historical societies and the work of preserving histori
cal materials in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, and South Carolina. Reports the organization of a "Southern 
Baptist Historical Society" the 1922 session of the Convention. Officers and 
charter members: A. H. Newman, president; F. M. Powell, Secretary; Wm. 
A. Davis, vice-president; W. M. Lee, Corresponding Secretary-Treasurer;
H. L. Winburn, Hight C Moore, W. J. McGlothlin, R. W. Weaver, W. M. Seay, 
P. A. Jessup, J. R. Sampey, S. B. Rogers, C. L. Collins, W. W. Landrum, 
M. Ashby Jones, A.J. Holt, Homer L. Grice and O. P. Gilbert . . .asked each 
state to create a historical society—asked that the committee be made permanent; 
that it be instructed to arouse and stimulate interest in the preservation of 
historical sources and data in all the states . . . that it encourage by correspon
dence and through the religious press the preservation of old church minutes, 
association and state convention minutes, memoirs, biographies, diaries, 
photographs of leading churches, ministers, educational institutions, etc.; 
that fire proof protection be provided for the preservation of these materials; 
that the seminaries provide such protection for materials they had and would 
accumulate; that the Committee encourage the writing of histories of churches, 
associations, and conventions, which would feature early Baptist life and 
development in the South; encourage the marking of the graves of pioneer leaders 
and other historic sites; that the committee "seek to gather together in appro
priate places interesting relics of our denominational life;" encourage the
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writing of historical theses in Baptist seminaries and universities; that the 
Sunday School Board contribute $500 for the first year expenses of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Society . . . The Sunday School Board reported the beginning 
of a collection of historical materials by its Department of Survey, Statistics, 
and Information under Secretary Alldredge: S.B.C. Annuals; rare books of 
Baptist history and missions; stored in fireproof safe. Done in response to the 
1921 instructions of the Convention to the Board.

1923 History Committee reports on a survey of history preservation . . . little had 
been done . . . Virginia best among the states . . . Southern, best among the 
agencies . . . Complete files of state papers needed . . . Sunday School Board 
reports answering many requests for historical information.

1924 History Committee pleads for more efficiency in churches, states, etc., for the 
recording of history . . . Board reports requests for historical information.

1927 History Committee Report underscores the need for a written history of every 
state, association, and church . . . commended the contribution of E. P. 
Alldredge and the Survey, Statistics and Information Department: "Statistics 
are the foundation of accurate history. " Stresses the need for an up-to-date 
Baptist Encyclopedia, a literary history of the Baptists, and a Baptist hymnology 
. . . Fireproof buildings and vaults needed in the states to protect historical 
collections.

1930 Sunday School Board made the official depository for Baptist historical materials. 
Recommends that states, associations and churches deposit with the Board 
"all historical material."

1931 Committee on History reports the appointment of a special committee on "Co
ordination of Baptist Historical Collections" (W. W. Barnes, F. M. Powell, 
J. L. Boyd, G. V/. Paschal, Garnett Ryland), which was to consider the "pub
lication of a bibliography" of the material on Baptist history in the various 
historical collections in the Southern Baptist Convention. It was also to 
co-operate with a committee of the Northern (now American) Baptist Convention 
and another to be appointed possibly by the'Canadian conventions to discuss 
the co-ordination of all Baptist historical collections in North America.

1932 Sunday School Board reports that its historical collection is catalogued.

1933 On motion by W. W. Barnes the Committee on Preservation of Baptist History
discontinued and its work referred to the Department of Statistics of the Sunday 
School Board.

1936 Committee on Preservation of Baptist History reactivated ... In December, the 
Executive Committee names the Committee including V/. O. Carver as chairman, 
H. I. Hester, E. C. Routh, W. W. Barnes and others.
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1937 Chairman Carver reports that "one of the first undertakings will be a compre
hensive catalogue of existing materials and collections." Stressed the need 
for developing a denominational consciousness among Southern Baptists. 
Proposed a central depository and research center in Washington, D. C., for 
the integration of all Baptist historical collections in America . . . Pointed out 
the value of photostat for securing copies of materials in one collection for 
use in another . . . Asks for authorization to carry out the 1936 instructions 
of the Convention "as fully and speedily as practicable:" the appointment of 
an administrative committee within the larger committee. Commends the 
appointment of a historical commission by each state.

1938 Report of the committee commends a general plan for a Baptist Research 
Center to the consideration of men and women of wealth. Announces the 
appointment of a committee to work in co-operation with R. E. E. Harkness, 
President of the American Baptist Historical Society, on a plan for a master 
catalogue of historical material. Convention endorses the formation of a 
Southern Baptist Historical Society (formed during the 1938 session of the 
Convention); authorized the Committee on Preservation of Baptist History to 
work in co-operation with the Sunday School Board on a centennial history of 
Southern Baptists which was to include a section on American Baptists prior to 
1845 and another on other Baptist groups after 1845 . . . Instructs the committee 
to continue "aggressive stimulation of interest" in preservation of Baptist 
History. (Sunday School Board to pay expenses of the committee.)

1939 "Committee on Baptist History" anticipates the time when the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society would "become an agency of the Convention, " and encourages 
the work of the Society during the year. The History Commission, a joint 
special committee of representatives from the Sunday School Board and the 
Committee on Baptist History for carrying out the Convention authorization of 
1938 to plan and promote the publication of a centennial history, consists of 
T. L. Holcomb and John L. Hill of the Sunday School Board, W. O. Carver and 
R. W. Weaver of the Committee on Baptist History, and Joseph M. Dawson. 
They recommend the publication of three volumes: (1) "the story of Southern 
Baptists, " 1845-1945; and a popular one-volume history of Baptists in America 
for "general use and especially for instructing Baptist young people in the 
facts and meaning of Baptist growth and work . . . W. W. Barnes was asked to 
write volume two . . . Sunday School Board contributes $7 33 to expenses of the 
committee.

1941 Through the co-operation of the Historical Committee of Texas and the efforts 
ofL. R. Elliott, a beginning was made in "microfilming valuable material. All 
the files of our denominational papers should ultimately be preserved in films, " 
Chairman Carver of the Committee on Baptist History reports. Plans for beginning 
Volume I of the history fell through. Volume II was progressing steadily. 
Sunday School Board still financing the Committee.
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1942 Historical Society to conduct program on Baptist history at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Assembly, August 25, 1942. A growing history interest among Southern Baptists. 
Board gives $1,182 for support.

1943 Chairman Carver reports a successful program at Ridgecrest by the Historical 
Society; Nowman W. Cox delivered an address on "We Ought To Know Our 
History," and P. E. Burroughs on "R.B.C. Howell." . . . Points out that the 
"Convention needs ... a historian whose time and energies, together with 
facilities for most extensive contacts and continuous compilations, can be 
devoted to this work. "

1945 Script for Centennial film prepared by the Promotional Director of the Executive 
Committee, J. E. Dillard . . . production of the film, etc., financed by the 
Sunday School Board.

1946 Society anticipates microfilming . . . Special Committee of three representatives 
each from the Executive Committee, the Sunday School Board, and the Committee 
on Preservation of History appointed to study the question of merging the History 
Committee, the Southern Baptist Historical Society, and the Department of 
Survey, Statistics, and Promotion of the Sunday School Board. Preliminary study 
of a previous special committee recommends that Nashville be the location of 
the integrated historical collections; Board projects the possibility of its pro
viding space for the collection in the building with its own library and turning 
over its own historical collection to the Society, the Convention providing 
the custodian and having full charge and responsibility of the collection. This 
question was put to the committee of nine for further study, recommendations to 
be brought to the Convention in 1947. Appropriations for the Committee on 
Baptist History increased to $2,000. By-law 6 was amended by the Convention 
to include the Baptist Historical Society as one of its commissions - thus 
making an official agency.

1947 Convention adopts the recommendation of the Committee of nine which replaced 
the Committee on the Preservation of Baptist History with the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society . . . The special committee also recommends Nashville as the 
permanent location of the historical collection and that the offer of the Sunday 
School Board be looked on with favor.

1948 Convention grants $5,000 for work of the committee . . . Chairman Carver 
expresses hope for a fulltime worker.

1949 Convention allocation up to $10,000 . . . Extensive microfilming program 
proposed . . . Collection still at Louisville.

1950 Takes first steps toward integrating the libraries of the Historical Society (now 
at Louisville) and the Sunday School Board.
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1951 Norman W. Cox assumes Executive-secretaryship of the Historical Society 
. . . libraries integrated in Nashville . . . Allocation of $18,000 approved for 
1952 . . . Historical Commission chartered under laws of Tennessee in 
August, 1951.

1952 Society reorganized and chartered as auxiliary to the Historical Commission . . . 
microfilming operations begun . . . Carver retires as chairman after 15 years 
. . . historical collection at Louisville merged with one at Nashville.

1953 Integrated libraries named Dargan-Carver Library . . . W. W. Barnes manuscript 
submitted in July.

1954 Barnes' history, The Southern Baptist Convention, 1845-1953, published by 
Broadman Press . . . Southern Baptist Encyclopedia (approved by the Convention 
in 1927) launched; plans being worked out with all agencies and state con
ventions . . . Dargan-Carver Library used widely by researchers, writers, 
graduate students; . . . Information service enlarges . . . "Know Your Denomina
tion Day" inaugurated . . . History-writing contest sponsored . . . Death of 
W. O. Carver noted.

1955 Enlarged service in all areas . . . Progress toward Encyclopedia . . . Plans 
being made for getting all Baptist periodicals indexed . . . More space given 
to historical articles in Quarterly Review. . . Conferences at Ridgecrest and 
Glorieta ... To sponsor the writing of several basic works in the field of 
Baptist history . . . New microfilming projects planned (Report attached to 
minutes of the Historical Commission for 1955) . . . Historical Commission 
assigned the writing of two histories: (1) The History of Baptist Theology to 
be written by C. Penrose St. Amant; and (2) The Formative Period of American 
Baptist Life, 1707-1845 to be written by Robert A. Baker . . . Southern Baptist 
Convention allocates $26,000.

1956 Convention adopts recommendation of Executive Committee (SBC) to "request 
the churches to have their minutes and other vital records microfilmed by the 
Historical Commission. r Encyclopedia progressing under the managing editor, 
Norman W. Cox; co-operation of all Convention-wide agencies and state con
ventions . . . Commission partnership with Sunday School Board through Dargan- 
Carver Library renewed indefinitely . . . Produced and copyrighted series of news
paper releases entitled "Seventeenth Century Baptist Press" . . . Purpose of 
Joint Study Committee of the Commission and the Sunday School Board approved 
by the Commission and Board: "to create a research center in Nashville to 
serve all areas of Baptist life in general and Southern Baptists in particular. " 
. . . Four study course books on Baptist history in progress by the Sunday 
School Board . . . Research Director, Dr. Lynn E. .May, added to staff . . . 
Recommendation adopted by the Commission "that it become the fixed policy 
of this Commission officially not to become involved in.controversy to establish 
matters of Baptist history." .(Minutes of the Commission, 1956)
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1957 More than 1,000 written requests for information and services were received 
and processed . . . use of Dargan-Carver Library largely increased: "349 
denominational executives, teachers, pastors, editors, writers with important 
assignments, and 75 graduate students . . . used the library for periods of 
from several hours to nine months each" . . . Microfilm equipment sold to the 
Sunday School Board (to be effective January 1, 1958) and agreement made for 
the Board to microfilm materials for the Commission . . . All of manuscript 
sent to printer - Encyclopedia to be published by Broadman Press on contract 
with the Historical Commission: to be released on the market, January 20, 1958. 
(See minutes of the Commission)

1958 Resignation of Dr. Cox, effective August 31, 1959, accepted . . . UnionList 
of Baptist Serials projected . . . Operation Baptist Biography launched . . . 
Steps taken toward a Union Catalogue of State Collections and Dargan-Carver 
Library . . . Committee appointed to create a manual for indexing of Baptist 
periodicals . . . votes to discontinue participation by the Commission in the 
Bible Conference programs of Ridgecrest and Glorieta Baptist Assemblies and 
to promote conference for history writers at the time of the Writers' Con
ferences at the assemblies instead . . . first printing of the encyclopedia 
sold out in seven weeks . . . Over four million pages of microfilmings in the 
library.

1959 Cox retires after 8 1/2 years, succeeded by Dr. Davis C. Woolley . . . 
Microfilming operation transferred to Sunday School Board . . . five million 
pages of microfilming reported . . . total value of materials $113,806 . . . 
Allocation for the year $33,000.


