
A RESUME OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE

MIDWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(Source: SBC Annuals)

1953— The SBC, on recommendation of the Executive Committee authorized 
the appointment of a committee "to make a study of our total pro
gram of theological, religious, and missionary education as it 
involves financial support from the Southern Baptist Convention." 
Seven were appointed to the committee.

1954— The SBC continued the above committee. The committee called on 
the Education Commission to assist it in a survey to determine the 
needs of current seminaries and need for new seminaries.

1955— The above committee gave a detailed report of its findings to the SBC. 
The Convention adopted the following recommendation of the committee 
regarding an additional seminary.

That a committee be appointed to further study the need 
of Theological Education and, if deemed advisable and 
necessary, recommend the location of an additional semi
nary. At least half the members of this committee shall 
be pastors of rural churches or other special rural workers.

1956— The SBC adopted the following recommendations of the special committee 
on Theological, Religious, and Missionary Education:

That the Southern Baptist Convention approve the establishing 
of a new seminary as soon as it can be determined where such 
a school should be located and when such an undertaking can 
be financed without impairing our present seminaries and the 
Cooperative Program allocations to all of our agencies and in
stitutions , the time and location to be recommended to the 
Convention by its Committee on Theological, Religious, and 
Missionary Education.

1957— The SBC adopted Recommendation No. 5 of the above committee as 
follows:

That the Southern Baptist Convention approve the establishing of a 
new seminary as soon as it can be determined where such a school 
should be located and when such an undertaking can be financed 
without impairing our present seminaries and Cooperative Program 
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allocations to all of our agencies and institutions, the 
time and location to be recommended to the Convention by 
its Committee on Theological, Religious, and Missionary 
Education.

J. P. Edmunds of the Sunday School Board and Orin Cornett of the 
Education Commission assisted the above committee in compiling 
information pertinent to the need for a new seminary and the possible 
location of it in relation to the student potential, etc. .... The SBC 
adopted the following re© mmendations of the Committee regarding the 
establishment of the new seminary:

Recommendation No. 5
That the Southern Baptist Convention approve the establishing 

of a new seminary as soon as it can be determined where such a 
school should be located and when such an undertaking can be 
financed without impairing our present seminaries and Cooperative 
Program allocations to all of our agencies and institutions, the 
time and location to be recommended to the Convention by its Com
mittee on Theological, Religious and Missionary Education.

Recommendation No. 6
That the new seminary be located at Kansas City, Missouri.

Recommendation No. 7
That this Convention elect a Board of Trustees, in keeping with 

Article 6, Section 2, subsection (2) of the Constitution, authorized:
(1) To secure a charter, subject to the pattern approved by the 
Convention for the Southeastern and Golden Gate Seminaries, 
this charter to be submitted to the Executive Committee of the 
Convention, and through the Executive Committee to the 1958 
session of the Convention; and,
(2) To open the seminary at such time as funds, approved by the 
Convention, are available; and,
(3) That the new seminary be organized with the definite purpose 
to qualify for accreditation at the earliest possible date.

Recommendation No. 8
That the Executive Committee be instructed to provide such funds 

out of the Convention's Operating Budget as are necessary for 
meetings of its trustees, and securing a charter.

Recommendation No. 9
That the new seminary limit its scope of work to a School of 

Theology.
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Re commendation No. 10
That the capital investments appropriated by the Convention for 

the new seminary be limited to $2,000,000.

Recommendation No. 11
That the Convention authorize further study of the needs for 

additional schools of theology in such areas as Denver, Great 
Lakes, and elsewhere, based always on established needs and 
available funds.

Recommendation No. 12
That the Convention continue its Committee on Theological 

Education to pursue this study and to recommend essential criteria 
for the Convention’s future program of theological education.

Trustees were elected, with H. I. Hester as Chairman. The trustees 
purchased a campus of approximately 100 acres. They also elected 
L. R. Elliott to serve as acting librarian and the trustees to begin 
assembling an initial library.

1958— The Trustees elected Millard J. Berquist as president of Midwestern and 
made preparation to open the seminary in September, 1958, in temporary 
quarters. Construction was begun on the buildings needed to occupy 
the new campus by the fall of 1959. First-year B.D. courses were 
offered when the seminary opened. . . . The SBC approved the charter 
of Midwestern. . . . The Convention allocated $110,000 for 1958 
operating expenses. The Executive Committee took the following action:

1. The Executive Committee in its June, 1957, meeting provided 
funds out of the Convention operating budget for the Midwestern 
Seminary for the balance of 1957 and authorized the trustees of the 
Seminary to take whatever legal action was necessary to obtain 
necessary property. At the December meeting the Executive Com
mittee approved a gift of $50,000 from the Sunday School Board 
to the Midwestern Seminary for the 1958 operating budget and a 
like amount from the Executive Committee reserve to the operating 
budget of Midwestern Seminary. An additional $10,000 was approved 
from the Convention operating budget.

3. The Executive Committee voted that the library of Dr. Austin 
Crouch, which had been left to the disposition of the Executive Com
mittee, be given to the Midwestern Seminary. The balance of Dr. 
Crouch's estate, amounting to about $10,000 will be put in a special 
fund to be invested by the Southern Baptist Foundation with the income 
each year to go toward the operation of the Executive Committee.
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1959— The Executive Committee reported the following action:

2. Midwestern Seminary was advanced sufficient funds from the 
Convention Reserve to pay the cost of land for the campus. 
This is to be repaid out of capital funds allocated to Midwestern 
by 1962. Midwestern Seminary was also authorized to borrow up 
to $700,000 against its 1960 allocation. This will make possible 
the holding of classes on the new campus by September, 1959.

The Seminary moved onto its new campus in the fall. Anticipated an 
enrolment of 300 students for 1959-60.


