
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF NEW ORLEANS BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(Data from Annuals of the Southern Baptist Convention unless otherwise stated)

1817 — A New Orleans merchant, Cornelius Paulding, suggested a training school for 
ministers in New Orleans to a missionary of the Triennial Convention.

1949 — Basil Manly, Sr., advocated the establishment of such a school in New Orleans 
... a strong Baptist c ollege followed later by "a first rate theological insti
tution" as a separate school in the same city.

1890's- J. B. Gambrell advocated the founding of such a school.

1914 — P. I. Lipsey, editor of the Baptist Record, promoted the establishing of a train
ing school in New Orleans.

1915 — Interested people held a voluntary conference during the 1915 session of the 
Southern Baptist Convention "relative to the needs and possibilities of a Bap
tist missionary training school for the city of New Orleans" and adopted a 
resolution asking the Louisiana Baptist Convention, the Mississippi Convention, 
and the Home Mission Board each to appoint a committee of three to "confer 
further upon this proposal and to take such steps as they deemed justifiable 
according to the needs and possibilities of such an institution." The group 
named J. T. Christian, G. H. Crutcher, and M. E. Dodd to present this request 
to the three organizations. ... In July the Home Mission Board appointed a 
committee of three to confer on the matter with similar committees appointed by 
the two state conventions.

1916 — The joint committee from the Home Board, and the two state conventions adopted 
resolutions calling for the establishment of a "Baptist missionary t.raining 
school. . . in the city of New Orleans" with the primary objective of "missionary 
propaganda." The committee recommended definite steps for its immediate es
tablishment. . . . Dodd, Crutcher, and Christian were authorized "topresent 
the matter to the Southern Baptist Convention, the Home Board, the Foreign 
Mission Board, the Sunday School Board and the various state boards represented, 
and further carry out the provisions of this report."... A mass meeting of Bap
tists in New Orleans endorsed the plan of the joint committee and voted to re
quest the Southern Baptist Convention to appoint a committee of nine to "con
sider the advisability of asking the Home Mission Board to join with Louisiana 
and Mississippi in financing this training school to the amount of anywhere from 
$15,000 to $20,000 annually." . . . The Louisiana Convention approved the 
report of the joint committee, and according to its provisions elected six trustees 
for the proposed institution. The Mississippi Convention also adopted the re
port and continued its same committee of three with power to act in founding the 
school. The Home Mission Board followed the latter course of action.
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1917 — The Southern Baptist Convention in session in New Orleans referred the above 
joint committee's memorial, presented by M. E. Dodd, to a special committee 
and later adopted its recommendation for the establishment of a "Missionary 
training s,chool" in New Orleans; also requested the Home Mission Board and 
Sunday School Board "to join with the other interested bodies in founding the 
institution proposed, in safeguarding the denomination's interests in the same 
and in making it effective in the work for which it is created." ... The Home 
Mission Board and the Sunday School Board each elected three directors at their 
annual meetings in 1917. . . . The representatives of the interested boards and 
conventions formed a board of directors which created a permanent organization 
July 10, 1917, and decided to found the institution and call it "The Baptist 
Bible Institute, New Orleans, Louisiana." The board elected B. H. DeMent as 
president of the institution at the same meeting.... The board of directors 
by October had secured the Sophie Newcomb College property on Washington 
Avenue for a total of $105,000. The Home Mission and Sunday School Boards 
made the initial payment of $10,000 on the property. ... A campaign for 
funds and pledges was begun. . . . New Orleans Baptists pledged $29,000 in 
December. . . . The Baptist Bible Institute was chartered in Louisiana, 
October 8,1917.

1918 — The Convention referred the first annual report of the institute to a special com
mittee and later adopted its recommendations to approve the request of the in
stitution's management that the Convention appeal to the churches to place the 
Baptist Bible Institute on their regular schedule of benevolence; also that the 
Convention "in accordance with the Charter of the Institute, appoint or elect six 
directors to serve on the board of directors . . . ." The Convention also autho
rized the Sunday School Board and the Home Mission Board "to co-operate with 
other interested bodies in meeting the current expenses of the institute during 
the ensuing year, the amount to be contributed by these boards not to exceed 
$10,000." . . . The report indicated that $60,000 in cash and subscriptions 
had been secured toward the cost of the property and expenses of the nstitute. 
The i nstitute reported to the Convention the following statement on page 39 of 
the 1918 Annual regarding its purpose and courses of study:

IX. The Purpose

This institution shall center around the study of the Bible as the Word of God, 
and its purpose shall be to provide religious instruction suited to the needs of 
a constituency varied in its educational equipment; to require courses of re
ligious activity, as well as courses of intellectual development; to secure train
ing for service by training through service, to equip all types of religious 
leaders for efficient service, whether as pastors, missionaries, evangelists, 
church and Sunday school workers, gospel singers, women and young people's 
leaders, financial secretaries, deacons and pastors' helpers; to endeavor to 
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train its students intelligently to present the doctrines of grace; to seek to in
struct them that they may become efficient workers and directors in modern 
church activities in city and country and missionaries at home and abroad; to 
strive to inspire them with a passion for souls and a willingness to yield them
selves in sacrificial service to Jesus Christ as Lord in the evangelization and 
upbuilding of the world today.

The report indicated that students would be "required to do a certain amount of 
religious work in the city, suburbs or adjacent country. They will thus be trained 
for service through service. Students will be graded on their activities as on 
classroom work. "... The faculty elected by the board of directors was: Byron 
H. DeMent, president, J. E. Gwalkin, and W. E. Denham. The Sunday School 
Board provided two part-time instructors in Sunday school work: B. W. Spillman 
and Margaret Frost. L. O. Cotey (French) and Lawrence Zarilli (Italian),two 
missionaries of the Home Boardztaught languages at theinstitute. Mrs. John O. 
Gough served as superintendent of women and teacher of Bible synthesis. The 
first session of the institute began October 1 with 78 students from seven states 
enrolled. . . . The institution's report stated that the Tennessee, Texas, and 
Florida conventions had joined in support of the school by electing directors to 
the institute's board. . . . John T. Christian was president of the board. . . . 
The 1918-19 catalogue of the institute announced eight departments of study: 
(1) Old Testament, (2) New Testament, (3) Christian history, (4) Christian 
doctrine, (5) Christian music, (6) personal work and Christian activities, 
(7) practical church work, (8) church business . . . aDepartment ofE vangelism 
and a Department ofModernLanguage were added the following year.

1919 — Bible Institute reported a total enrolment of 118 students in its first session. 
. . . Cash receipts for buildings and grounds by May, 1919, were $51,786.55. 
The Seventy-Five Million Campaign was launched and the allotment for the 
institute was set at $500,000. . . . Louisiana Baptists had already raised 
$125,000 in cash and pledges for the institute. This was counted as their part 
of the goal. . . . Current support had been provided by the Louisiana and 
Mississippi conventions, the Home Board and the Sunday School Board. Some 
contributions had been made by other state conventions and by individuals. The 
institute ended its first session without debt for current operations. . . . New 
faculty members were John T. Christian, librarian and professor of Christian 
history; C. C. Carroll, Christian doctrines and missions (also taught in the 
New Testament Department); E. O. Sellers, head of the music department. P. I. 
Lipsey succeeded Christian as president of the board of directors.

1920 — The Baptist Bible Institute reported an enrolment of 150 students representing 
16 states and six nationalities during the 1919-1920 session. . . . Fifty matricu
lated in night classes. Special Bible courses conducted in January enrolled 95. 
. . . The board of the institute authorized a correspondence course. . . . New 



Significant Events in the Historical Development
of New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary - Page 4

faculty members were George W. Crutcher to head the newly organized Depart
ment of Evangelism and Maurice G. Beckwith, teacher of voice and piano.
. . . John T. Christian gave his 18,000 volume collection to the institution's 
library. . . . The directors projected need for additional dormitories for men 
and women. More accomodations were also needed for student and faculty 
families. . . . The Sunday School Board contributed $4,954.39, May, 1919 - 
April, 1920; the Home Board gave $4, 999.95 to the institution. . . . A loan of 
$31,692.88 was made from the Education Board. The Sunday School Board con
tinued to allow the institute to use the Board's field workers to conduct some 
classes in Sunday school work. The Sunday School Board declared that the 
"Baptist Bible Institute. . . now. . . does not need to be under the tutelage of 
other agencies. We gladly greet this young institution as being full grown. . . ."

1921 — President B. H. DeMent reported a faculty of 11, 194 full-term students, 41 
night school students; extension work of the faculty in conducting special Bible 
conferences, Sunday schools, and Baptist Young People's Union institutes; a 
growing Correspondence Department.... The institute g raduated four students 
with the master of Christian training, 14 with the bachelor of Christian training; 
others were awarded diplomas and certificates for non-degree courses .... 
Property evaluated at $750,000 had been secured for "about a quarter of a 
million dollars." (This included the purchase of houses around the seminary for 
use as accommodations for married students and faculty members.) . . . Sunday 
School Board contributed $1,366.60 to the institution, May, 1920 - April, 1921. 
. . . Home Board gave $4,999.92. . . . Receipts from the Seventy-Five Million 
Campaign distributed to the Baptist Bible Institute by the Education Board for 
the same period was $67,961.54; for the campaign period of May 1, 1919 - 
May 3, 1921, the total receipts from the campaign were $85,782.57.

1922 — DeMent reported that the institute had matriculated 222 students, 97 of whom 
were women. . . . The purpose of the institute initially expressed at its found
ing was again quoted in the 1922 report. . . . DeMent further stated: "Our 
purpose is to fulfill the divine mission of the institution ty stimulating and re
warding the best preparation for efficient service in the multiplied spheres of 
modem Christian activity. ..." The institute offered (1) a training school 
degree with courses taken in English, (2) a missionary degree with modern 
language required, (3) a theological degree with Greek and Hebrew required.
. . . Receipts of $32,632.90 came through the Education Board. . . . The in
stitute's board of directors "voted to declare their willingness to so amend the 
charter and bylaws as to provide for complete control, direction, and ownership 
of the institute by the Southern Baptist Convention, when said Convention should 
accept it and when agreement was secured from the Louisiana and Mississippi 
Convention boards."

1923 — BBI's board of directors appointed the board's president, P. I. Lipsey, the in
stitute's president, DeMent, and I. J. Van Ness (a board of directors member 
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elected by the Southern Convention) as a committee "to convey to the Southern 
Baptist Convention the assurance of the willingness of the board of directors 
of the Baptist Bible Institute to accept any modification of the relationship of 
the institute to the Convention which may be mutually agreed upon. The com
mittee named in this resolution was requested to present to the other state 
conventions their findings relative to Southern Baptist Convention ownership of 
the Baptist Bible Institute." . . . Referred to a committee previously appointed 
to consider a similar resolution regarding the transfer of Southwestern Baptist 
Seminary to Southern Baptist Convention ownership and control.... Institute 
reported 233 regular students from 18 states and six foreign countries; awarded 
37 degrees, 24 diplomas and certificates. ... Its property included 18 build
ings and cost only $350,000. . . . Board of director's approved courses lead
ing to the degrees of master of theology, master of missionary training, and 
bachelor of gospel music. . . . "These courses are but slight modifications 
and expansions of the original, permanent, and distinctive three-year course 
in English leading to the degree of master of Christian training."... The 
board requested DeMent "to confer with the presidents of the other Southwide 
theological institutions with reference to degrees and courses given by the 
institute which correspond with those given by the other schools ." . . . The 
directors also projected a five-year program for the institute following the 
termination of the Seventy-Five Million Campaign in 1924. It called for pay
ment of the present indebtedness ($85,000), additional property and buildings, 
operating expenses, endowment, and student aid totaling $2,000,000 for the 
period. A committee of seven of the directors was appointed "to present these 
needs to the proper body authorized by the Southern Baptist Convention."

1924 — The "Committee on Tender of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, " ap
pointed by the Convention in 1923, was authorized the same year to consider 
the relationship of the Baptist Bible Institute to the Convention. The Con
vention adopted the following recommendation of the committee:

1. Your committee recommends that the Convention accept the Baptist Bible 
Institute on the following terms:

2. That the Baptist Bible Institute shall have twenty-five trustees as follows: 
One from each of the states represented in the Convention, one from the Dis
trict of Columbia, the secretary of the Home Mission Board, the secretary of 
the Sunday School Board, and five at large. In the selection of these five 
trustees, due regard shall be had for the provision of a competent Executive 
Committee convenient to the Bible Institute.

3. The present trustees shall serve until the charter of the Bible Institute has 
been changed in accordance with this report. When the charter has been so 
changed, the president of the institute shall call a meeting of the trustees 
named at this Convention, at which time they may perfect their organization.
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A committee was appointed to consummate this transaction. . . . The Convention 
amended its bylaws and elected a board trustee to take office as soon as the 
institution was rechartered.... The Baptist Bible Institute conferred its first 
doctor of theology degree in 1924 (to J. E. Dean) "for advanced work in the 
institute." (Majored in church history; thesis: "The Creeds of the Denomi
nations."). . . Of the 251 enrolled, 32 received degrees, 12 diplomas, 14 
certificates as "Pastors' Assistants." . . . The report declared that henceforth 
certificates would be awarded to all students completing the prescribed courses; 
degrees to those who had also completed at least two years of college work.
. . . Students were allowed to enter any of the institute's courses of study 
whether or not they had a college or high school education. . . . The institute 
began a printing operation through a $1,000 gift by Dr. and Mrs. J. E. Gwatkin 
which was called the Baptist Bible Institute Memorial Press. . . . The institute 
received a total of $218, 452.21 through the Seventy-Five Million Campaign, 
May 1, 1919 - May 1, 1924.

1925 -- The committee appointed to consummate the transfer of the Baptist Bible Institute 
to the Southern Baptist Convention reported at the May, 1925, session that 
due to insufficient time to study legal technicalities involved in the incor
poration and transfer of property (received copy of charter May 12), the com
mittee was unwilling to recommend "that the transfer of the Bible Institute to 
the Convention be recognized and accepted by the Convention" until the com
mittee had more time to study the charter and certain legal matters.... The 
committee was continued another year. . . . President DeMent reported that at 
the January 20 meeting of the board of directors of BBI "the legal transfer of the 
Baptist Bible Institute was made to the board of twenty-five trustees elected by 
the Southern Baptist Convention." On the same date, a new charter was adopted. 
... A Religious Education Department was organized.... The institute was 
dependent upon the Southern Baptist Convention for income to meet the bonded 
indebtedness of $300,000, current expenses, and expenses for enlargement. 
Other income for the year included a gift of $1,500 from the Sunday School 
Board and $10,000 from Louisiana Baptists . J

1926 — The committee reappointed in 1925 by the Convention on the transfer of the Bap
tist Bible Institute was to have reported back to the Convention in 1926. (No 
mention of the committee or its report could be found in the 1926 Annual.) . . . 
BBI is listed in the report of the Committee on Business Efficiency as an insti
tution of the Convention “ under its control by charter provisions . " (The trans
fer must therefore have been considered as officially consummated in 1925.) 
President DeMent reported that BBI was offering bachelor's and master's degrees 
in theology and religious education; bachelor's degree in gospel music, and 
doctor's degree in theology (five of the latter awarded to date.) . . . He reported 
an operating deficit of $29,672.32 for the past year. . . . The Cooperative Pro
gram allocation for 1927 was to be 3 1/2%.
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1927 — The board of trustees of BBI endorsed the request of the administration "to 
solicit from the Cooperative Program commission, an allocation of 5 per cent 
for the institute instead of 3 1/2 per cent during the present year."... Presi
dent DeMent reported that a special effort to secure funds to pay the institute's 
indebtedness was considered but not inaugurated because of the institute's un
willingness to break its record of "absolute and unswerving loyalty to the 
Cooperative Program. ..." The Convention again voted an allocation of 3 1/2 
per cent to BBI for 1928. The BBI report contained no financial statement.

1928 — The Louisiana Baptist Convention requested the Executive Committee to recommend 
to the Southern Baptist Convention that BBI be "granted either a sufficient per
centage from the undesignated funds of the Cooperative Program to meet its fi
nancial needs or the right of making a general appeal to the Southern Baptists for 
funds for carrying on its work. " The Convention adopted the Executive Committee's 
recommendation that the allocation remain the same and that the right of making 
a general appeal be referred to the committee with power to act. . . . W. W. 
Hamilton succeeded DeMent as president of BBI in January, 1928. (DeMent re
tained faculty status as professor in the New Testament Department until his 
death in 1933: Encyclopedia, II, 969.) . . . The institute began a movement to 
get 1,000 individuals, churches, groups, ets., to give $200 each to the insti
tution for paying its indebtedness .... To comply with the instructions of the 
1927 Convention to all its agencies, the institute took steps to bring the work 
of the school "within the limits of its previous receipts less 10 per cent." This 
made necessary a reduction of the faculty by releasing all tutors, one assistant 
professor, and two full professors . The courses in Spanish and Italian were 
dropped. A detailed financial report was given in the report. . . . Indebtedness 
continued to pile up.

1929 — Trustees reported that the mission work done by BBI students in New Orleans 
would have otherwise cost the denomination over $40,000. . . . The bonded and 
operating indebtedness of the institute threatened its existence. The banks re
fused to renew a note for $27,500 and thus met the emergency temporarily. 
This note, the bonds maturing, interest, and a second mortgage note made a 
total of $148, 153.50 which must be paid by February 1, 1930. The institution 
had reached the end of its credit in New Orleans . One banker had stated that 
the failure of a Baptist institution in New Orleans would "do more harm to 
Baptists than hundreds of thousands of dollars could correct." . . . The Con
vention adopted the following recommendations of the trustees:

1. That provision be made at this session of the Southern Baptist Convention for 
taking care of the maturities and interest on our indebtedness, and for the main
tenance of the Baptist Bible Institute.

2. That all of the states be urged to conform to the plan of the Southern Baptist 
Convention for financing the Bible Institute and all other Southwide institutions.
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3. That the Convention commend the Bible Institute to those desiring to place 
large gifts for kingdom purposes.

The Convention authorized the BBI to make an emergency appeal to the denomi
nation " . . . the amount of the emergency fund required and the method of 
raising the funds to be determined in conference between the administrative 
officers of the Baptist Bible Institute and the Administrative Committee of the 
Executive Committee." . . . The Sunday School Board contributed $2,250 to 
BBI.

1930 — The appeal authorized by the 1929 Convention was subsequently set at the 
amount of payment due by February 1, 1930, $148,153.50. A comprehensive 
campaign throughout the Convention territory yielded an Emergency Fund of 
$88,564.21. . . . The Convention authorized the continuation of the emergency 
appeal for another year. . . . The Woman's Missionary Union contributed 
$5,000 to support or endow the BBI "Chair of Missions." . . . Cooperative 
Program allocation was set at 3 2/3 percent. . . . Receipts from Cooperative 
Program for the year totaled $41,988.26. . . . The 1931 report of BBI stated 
that the institute "could not have continued" its work had it not been for 
student fees, scholarships, special donations, gifts from the WMU and the 
Sunday School Board, which sources contributed "the balance of $28,262.88 
necessary to operate. "

1931 — The BBI trustees reported that in two years the Emergency Appeal had enabled 
them to pay $107,557.00 on indebtedness, leaving a balance of $273,900.00. 
. . . The trustees in January "took action releasing Dr. James E. Dean" after 
ten years on the faculty (Old Testament Department). His doctrinal views had 
coire to be "contrary to those on which the institution was founded . " Dr. J. 
Wash Watts replaced Dean. . . . BBI reported 188 students. . . . The Con
vention adopted three recommendations of BBI trustees;

1. That the Executive Committee of the Convention be requested to take vigorous 
steps in providing sufficient funds for the operating expenses of the institute.

2. That until some other emergency plan is inaugurated by the Convention, we 
be authorized to continue our appeal for money to meet the note and interest, 
and bonds and second mortgage.

3. That our Baptist people of means be urged by the Convention to place large 
gifts in this great and pivotal mission center where there have already been 
such immediate and far-reaching and abiding returns, and where there have 
been so many evidences of the favor and power of God.

In June, BBI presented to the Executive Committee of the Convention a plan for 
refinancing its indebtedness. The institute later found it impossible to refinance.
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At a special session in December, the Executive Committee considered the 
emergency of the institute which had maturing obligations February 1, 1932, 
of $122,336.50. The Committee approved a special campaign to raise $48,436.50 
of this amount representing bond maturities and interest which must be paid to 
avoid default.

1932 — The Executive Committee of the Convention made the following report and recom
mendation:

"It is the deliberate conviction of your Committee that the Baptist Bible Insti
tute faces an impossible situation in trying to operate with bonded indebtedness 
maturing at the rate of $45,000 to $50,000 per year for the next six years, and 
with a budget of approximately $70,000 for current operations . Some way must 
be provided by which the income will take care of the expense.

"We are keenly aware that the same condition obtains in other agencies of the 
Convention.

'We therefore recommend that a committee of three, together with the chairman 
and executive secretary of this Committee, be appointed to make a careful study 
of the policies and budgets of all our agencies, and to report their findings and 
such recommendations as they deem wise to the Executive Committee before the 
next meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention. "

The institute reduced its faculty to five paid professors. Several others served 
without compensation. The operating budget for 1932 of $55,500 represented a 
reduction of 25 per cent from 1931. The proposed budget for 1933 was further 
cut to $37,500. . . . The institute had to default on the payment of $30,000 of 
bonds which matured February 1, 1932. The creditors, however, extended the 
time for payment. An appeal was made to the Convention for help in meeting the 
maturing obligations of $76,803.50 for the coming year. . . . The total enrol
ment for the current session was 274, including night students and 66 taking 
correspondence courses. . . . The report declared: "Christian training has been 
the major purpose of the institute since its founding." Total income for 1932 was 
$76,147.06.

1933 — The Convention approved "the organization of the Baptist 100,000 Club method 
of systematically reducing the indebtedness of the institutions, boards, and 
agencies of the Convention. " Special debt-paying funds received by the Con
vention were to be distributed according to the debt needs of the agencies. BBI 
was to receive 9.8 per cent of these funds. . . . The BBI report expressed con
fidence in the future of the institution in spite of its financial plight. ... It 
continued to operate a small printing plant.... No detailed financial report 
on the institution is given. . . . The 1934 Cooperative Program allocation was 
to be 3.9 per cent.
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1934 — The larger part of the BBI report consists of an account of the mission work done 
by faculty and students and the impact of the institute upon Baptist growth in 
New Orleans and the surrounding area. No financial report is given other than 
the amount paid on capital debts.

1935 — BBI reported 142 regular students; a total of 241 students. . . . The capital in
debtedness was reduced by $37,000 leaving a balance of $236,900. . . . 
Students and faculty conducted 46 mission stations and served 80 churches.

1936 — The BBI report declared: "... we have passed any experimental or questioning 
stage in our history, and > . . must plan for increasing possibilities and for 
greater usefulness in the time immediately before us." ... BBI continued to 
place a major emphasis upon its Christian Training Courses . The report gave 
the following information regarding the institute's courses of study:

1. In keeping with the best educational methods of the day, the Christian Train
ing Course provides for specialization in (a) English Bible, (b) Religious Edu
cation, (c) Music, and (d) WMU work.

2. The theological course is of such high grade and thoroughness that our 
students can make transfers to other institutions with no question as to credits.

3. Night classes are maintained specially for Christian workers in New Orleans 
and vicinity who desire to better equip themselves for service.

4. Correspondence courses are offered in connection with the Christian Training 
Course. The same textbooks are used, and students send in written reports on 
every lesson and must stand written examinations.

1937 — BBI trustees approved a goal of $100,000 for the endowing of the "Department 
of Missions and Practical Activities. " Their report also stated: "Today some of 
us are thinking of the time when New Orleans will have a great Baptist Univer
sity, including the present theological and medical units (BBI and Southern 
Baptist Hospital). "The institution continues to occupy increasingly a pivitol 
place in the work and in the history of Southern Baptists."

1938 — Convention approved Cooperative Program allocation of 4 1/5 per cent for BBI 
in 1939. . . . This was made possible by the Southern Baptist Hospital yield
ing .3 per cent of its allocation to the institute. BBI reported that between 1918 
and 1937, it had enrolled a total of 4,444 students and graduated 633, including 
31 doctors of theology, 127 degrees in theology, and 247 awards in Christian 
Training. During the current session, the institute enrolled a total of 323, in
cluding 65 in the correspondence courses. . . .The trustees approved the in
auguration of a summer school in 1939. . . . Current expenses were met and the 
debt reduced to $176,400. . . . The report contains a financial statement for 
the first time in several years .
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1939 — Practical Activities, mission work done by students as a regular part of their 
training, continued to occupy a prominent place in the curriculum of BBI. . . . 
The BBI allotment of Baptist Hundred Thousand Club Funds was raised to 12 1/3 
per cent. . . . Report indicated that the institute's credit was again on a sound 
basis.

1940 — BBI reported that its indebtedness had been reduced to $136,900. . . . The 
missionary ministry of the institute's students in and around New Orleans con
tinued to expand. . . . The enrolment of 349 included 87 correspondence stu
dents .... The reports of BBI still do not contain a complete financial report 
to the Convention. The 1940 report lacks a statement of expenditures. . . . 
BBI refinanced its indebtedness in November.

1941 — The Convention adopted the Executive Committee's recommendation to approve 
the refinancing of the Baptist Bible Institute's indebtedness with a $160,000 ten- 
year bank loan dated November 7, 1940. The Convention also approved the 
action of BBI "in pledging its percentage allocation of funds from the Hundred 
Thousand Club and from the Cooperative Program for the payment of the above 
mentioned note and in instructing the Executive Committee to pay the amounts 
pledged, when, and as collected, directly to the American National Bank. . . 
on the payment of said indebtedness . . . . " The Convention further pledged 
that it would not reduce the percentage allocation to BBI during the life of the 
above note. . . . BBI reported that its Correspondence Department had increased 
its enrolment to 134. The total enrolment of the institute was 401. . . . The 
institute was co-operating in the work of the Union Baptist Seminary for Negroes 
in New Orleans (in its fourth year) by providing several student instructors.
. . . Cooperative Program receipts reached $52,444.70.

1942 — BBI paid $40,837.03 on its indebtedness between May 1, 1941, and May 1, 1942. 
. . . The institute enrolled 255 regular students and 172 in its Correspondence 
Department. . . . The institute continued to operate a printing plant. ... It 
co-operated with the two other seminaries in upholding a high standard for 
theological courses. . . . BBI reported the following growth of Baptists in New 
Orleans since the beginning of the institute in 1918: Churches increased from 
six to 34, membership from 1,242 to 11,483, and gifts from $18,000 to 
$221,697.68. . . . The report credited the institute with much of this growth. 
The report stated:

"The dream of the founders of the Baptist Bible Institute that it should become an 
agency for the evangelization of New Orleans and the vast region round about 
is being realized today through the growing work of the Practical Activities De
partment. Year by year, as the student body has increased and new equipment 
has been added, many new types of activities have been introduced. This work 
now includes street preaching, hospital visitation, services in jails and other 
institutions for correction and charity, teaching in Negro Seminary, and missionary 
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trips to the regions round about New Orleans . Inside the city, co-operation 
of the Baptist churches has been sought with a view to building up permanent 
evangelical interest in prospective church centers. Outside the city, insti
tute workers have taken the gospel to thousands of people each Sunday who 
had never before heard the public proclamation of the Word. More than3 0 
strategic cities and towns in this vast mission field are being reached each 
Sunday with a missionary program looking to the building up of permanent Bap
tist work.

1943 — Following W. W. Hamilton's resignation, J. Wash Watts served as dean and 
acting president of BBI June, 1942 - March, 1943. Duke K. McCall became 
president in April, 1943. The institute established membership in the American 
Association of Theological Schools.... A detailed income and expense state
ment for the three years, 1940-1942, is given. No statement of expense had 
been included in BBI's report for many years. . . . Receipts from the Baptist 
Hundred Thousand Club enabled the institute to pay the remaining portion of 
its long-standing debt August 24, thus making the institution debt-free for the 
first time during the 25 years of its history.

1944 — The Convention approved the request of BBI for authority to promote a campaign 
for funds for a new building "with the understanding that the appeal in any 
given state be made only upon agreement with the state organization." No 
restrictions were placed on soliciting gifts from individuals.... The Con
vention approved the recommendation of the Sunday School Board, channeled 
through the Executive Committee of the Convention, that the Sunday School 
Board make a gift of $12,500 to BBI toward the construction of a library build
ing, "the money to be made available when the conditions are met."... 
Similar gifts to Southern, Southwestern, and American Baptist Theological 
Seminaries were approved.... The Cooperative Program allocation percen
tage for BBI, Southern and Southwestern Seminaries was raised from 4.2 per 
cent to 4.9 per cent. . . . The Correspondence Department of the institute had 
448 students enrolled as of April 1, compared with 142 the previous year. They 
represented 27 states and three foreign countries. In the last 12 months, 34 
certificates had been awarded. The BBI report stated:

A new phase of correspondence work has developed during this past year. In 
several localities, groups of active pastors have been gathered together under 
the leadership of two or three well-trained men for study in courses offered by 
our Correspondence Department. This work is done on the highest possible 
academic level. We feel that this offers an avenue of increased service to 
Southern Baptists. Through it, ministers may be given training who could not 
possibly attend one of our theological schools, either because of lack of 
financial means, or because of the housing shortage.

President McCall reported that BBI had for many years been "moving towards
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certain reorganization within its curriculum." This reorganization, which re
quired some changes in the awards given for work done, was completed and 
would become effective in the 1944-45 session. The Christian Training De
partment was completely reorganized. A.B.R.E. and M.R.E. were offered; 
certificates were awarded to non-college students.... A bachelor of divinity 
degree was to be offered for three years of theological work on the basis of a 
college degree. This course would parallel the master of theology course, but 
would include more electives. . . . The total income for the year was 
$196,644.91 of which $114,838.38 came from the Cooperative Program. Profit 
from the BBI printing press was $ 1,668.21.

1945 — BBI reported that approximately 50 per cent of its 275 resident students were 
former college students. (This was a new trend toward a predominantly college 
trained student body.) . . . The faculty voted to grant up to one year's credit 
on the certificate courses taken through extension classes.... The Corres
pondence Department had enrolled 232 in individual courses and 223 in classes. 
. . . $72,598.00 had been collected in the campaign for building funds as of 
March 1.

1946 — The Convention approved a Cooperative Program allocation of 5 per cent for the 
Baptist Bible Institute for 1947.... It also approved a capital needs budget 
of $829,000 for the institution. . . . The institute's report stated that "unlike 
the other two seminaries owned and operated by Southern Baptists, the location 
of the Baptist Bible Institute was determined by the weakness of the Baptist 
cause, rather than its strength." After pointing out the missionary emphasis 
of the institution, the report declared that "from its beginning, the character 
of the Baptist Bible Institute has been that of a theological seminary. It has 
provided a set curriculum, for which degrees could be earned on the basis of 
prerequisite college work. " . . . The institution was organized as one school 
with five departments: (1) A Seminary Department for ordained or licensed men 
only, (2) Religious Education Department, (3) Music Department, (4) Missionary 
Education Department, (5) Christian Training Department (certificates only 
awarded in the latter department).... The 1945-46 enrolment was 338 resi
dent students, 372 in the Correspondence Department. . . . The report con
cluded: "It has become increasingly clear that Southern Baptists must not only 
accept the seminary status of the Baptist Bible Institute, but must establish 
this rating as a permanent and obvious fact in the life of the institution." . . . 
The Convention then adopted the trustees' recommendation that the name of the 
institute be changed to "New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, " and that 
the charter be amended accordingly. . . . On July 1, Roland Q. Leavell suc
ceeded McCall, who had resigned as president of the seminary on May 1. ... 
Lipsey Hall, new dormitory for men, was constructed.

1947 — The Convention requested that all agencies "amend their charters to provide
(1) that the trustees or directors of such agencies be elected by the Convention;
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(2) that their charters may not be further amended without the prior consent of 
the Convention." The New Orleans Seminary charter as amended (January 1, 
1947) contained these provisions. . . . The seminary's charter, as printed on 
pp. 343-345 of the 1948 Book of Reports of the Southern Baptist Convention, de
clared that the objects and purposes of the seminary are:

"To establish, maintain and operate schools and institutions of learning for 
the educational and missionary training of Christian workers, for all kinds 
and character of Christian service, and to confer degrees; having full authority 
to do all things ne cessary to put into execution the purposes for which this 
corporation is created.

The Convention approved a recommendation of the trustees that the New Orleans 
Seminary build a new plant on the 75-acre site recently purchased (February 
5 for $247,752) on Gentilly Boulevard in New Orleans. . . . The purchase had 
been "made at the suggestion of a survey committee from the Executive Com
mittee of the Southern Baptist Convention." . . . The seminary continued its 
policy of conducting two courses in its curriculum: the degree course and the 
certificate course. . . . P. I. Lipsey, who had served as president of the in
stitution's board of trustees since 1919, was succeeded by Lowry B. Eastland.

1948 — New Orleans Seminary projected plans for a new seminary plant. It anticipated 
an expenditure of $3,000,000 to construct enough buildings for the seminary to 
move. . . . The seminary faculty now numbered 17, including three instructors. 
. . . Cooperative Program gifts to the seminary totaled $510,274.20.

1949 — The Convention upon a motion of President Leavell gave New Orleans Seminary 
"authority to change its charter concerning trustees to make the charter conform 
to Article VI of the constitution of the Southern Baptist Convention, " (regarding 
the number and tenure of the trustees.) . . . The seminary reported an enrol
ment as of February 1 of 391. . . . There is no mention of any correspondence 
students of Correspondence Department. . . . The seminary was to graduate 
85 of whom 22 were to receive certificates. . . . Four apartment buildings were 
constructed on the new campus site. . . . President Leavell reported $235,000 
in cash and pledges on March 1 from the effort to raise. $1,000,000, called 
"God's Million Unlimited, " by securing 1,000 people to give an average of 
$1,000 each. ... He stressed, however, that "the present plan of raising 
and designating $3,000,000 through the Cooperative Program for our capital 
needs is our only real hope for completing. . . building an entirely new seminary 
plant."

1950 — President Leavell reported a student body of 538, a 36 per cent increase over 
the proceeding year. Of these, 357 were college graduates, 60 had some 
college, 121 had no college training. . . . The curriculum was now divided 
into four rather than five departments. The Missionary Education Department 
had been merged into the Religious Education Department.... A library build
ing and a fifth apartment building was constructed on the new campus site. . . .



Significant Events in the Historical Development of
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary - Page 15

Cooperative Program "Capital Funds" provided the major portion of the cost 
of these buildings . No indebtedness was incurred.... The reports have 
contained no information on the "Correspondence Department" of the Seminary 
since 1946, but the financial statements have indicated that expenses were in
curred in the operation of such a department. Its budget for 1950 was $1,200. 
. . . The seminary received from the Cooperative Program operating funds of 
$199,999.87 and capital needs funds of $393,500.00.

1951 — President Leavell reported that only 99 of the record student body of 637 had 
no college work, 463 were college graduates. . . . The faculty was expanded 
to care for the influx of students.... The Department of Music began to 
offer work leading toward the bachelor and the master of sacred music degree. 
. . . The seminary had received by 1951 $1,318,084.46 from the capital needs 
budget of the Convention since the 1945 survey conducted by the Convention. 
. . . The seminary printing press produced an income of $478.73 but was 
operated at a loss .

1952 — The Convention allocated to New Orleans Seminary 12.67 per cent of the capital 
needs budget of the Cooperative Program for the years 1952-1956, which was 
to amount to $1,900,000. . . . The seminary graduated 156 of its 16 students. 
. . . Construction was begun on a women's residence hall, the administration 
building, and a classroom building. . . . Four other buildings were considered 
necessary before the anticipated move to the new campus in 1953. . . . The 
seminary held associate membership in the American Association of Theological 
Schools . Full accreditation was expected at an early date.

1953 — The Convention amended its Business and Financial Plan, Section III, to read 
"The financial affairs of the Convention and all its agencies, except the semi
naries, shall be operated on the fiscal year beginning January 1 and closing 
December 31. The seminaries owned and operated under the authority of the 
Convention shall use the fiscal year beginning August 1 and closing July 31." 
The seminary reported 711 students and 171 graduates. . . . The necessary 
buildings were completed and the administration and classes of the seminary 
were moved to the new campus for the fall semester. ... On December 3, the 
American Association of Theological Schools accredited the School of Theology 
of the New Orleans Seminary. . . . The seminary had previously organized its 
curriculum into three schools: Theology, Religious Education, Sacred Music. 
It continued to conduct a Department of Christian training for non-college stu
dents .

1954 — The Executive Committee of the Convention approved the following recommen
dation:

That the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary be authorized to borrow up 
to $435,000 to finance the completion of current construction of its Gentilly
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plant; it being understood that the loan is to be secured by the seminary's 
Washington Avenue property; it being further understood that the institution 
earmark any capital funds now on hand, and to be received in 1953-54, for 
the payment of such loan.

President Leavell reported that some of the apartment buildings on the old 
campus had been sold to help finance the construction of housing facilities on 
the new campus.... The seminary trustees "agreed to sell for cash twenty- 
five building lots on the rear of the campus to Farnsworth Construction Company 
on which they propose to build 100 student apartments for rental at reasonable 
prices. When the cost has been paid, the Farnsworth Construction Company 
promises to deed the property to the seminary without cost." . . . Student en
rolment was up to 808. The faculty numbered 32, including seven tutors and 
instructors. The extension work of the seminary was being done in co-operation 
with the other Southwide seminaries through the Seminary Extension Department. 
(This joint project was begun in 1951.) . . . The seminary began to conduct a 
regular summer school.

1955 — The Executive Committee of the Convention authorized the New Orleans Seminary 
"to borrow money up to the amount of its 1955 capital needs allocation ($253,000) 
in order to complete the religious education building. The Washington Avenue 
property was approved as security for the loan."... The seminary demolished 
the buildings on the Washington Avenue campus and subdivided it into residence 
lots. The anticipated proceeds (around $300,000) were to go toward construct
ing student apartments on the new campus. Accreditation of the School of 
Religious Education was secured. . . . Progress toward the accreditation of 
the School of Sacred Music was reported. . . . The "Department of Christian 
Training" was enlarged into a "School of Christian Training" with its own 
faculty. The report stated that this was done "in order to increase the value of 
our courses for students who have not had college education, and also to pro
tect accreditation of the other three schools." A private corporation named the 
Providence Housing Corporation was formed for the purpose of constructing 
additional apartment buildings on the seminary campus . This corporation bought 
5 1/2 acres of property from the seminary and constructed 100 student apartments 
on the campus . (This corporation was apparently formed out of the 1954 agree
ment of the seminary with the Farnsworth Construction Company which con
structed the other buildings on the campus .)

1956 — The seminary's School of Religious Education began to offer courses leading to 
the doctor of religious education degree. . . . President Leavell reported that 
the cost of the Gentilly campus to date (April, 1956) was $4,644,580.26. This 
did not include 108 student apartments erected by the Providence Housing Cor
poration. "When the debt of the P. H. C. has been liquidated, the property 
will revert to the seminary without cost. " President Leavell indicated that the
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cost of the new seminary plant had been met through four sources: (1) Coopera
tive Program capital funds, (2) gifts from friends, (3) the sale of the Washington 
Avenue property ($775,000 to date), (4) bequests from wills.

1957 -- The seminary reported a faculty of 35 and a total student enrolment of 1,087 for 
the 1956-57 academic year. ... Its School of Christian Training began to offer 
courses leading to the Th.B. degree for students who had completed 60 semester 
college credit hours .... Operating cost of the seminary for the year was 
$655,045.08. . . . Construction was begun on a new chapel.

1958 — A cerebral thrombosis suffered by President Leavell January 19 confined him for 
an indefinite period. The trustees set up a substitute administration for the 
period of recuperation, with Dean J. Wash Watts serving as acting president 
of the seminary. Dr. Leavell later requested retirement and at April 28-30 
meeting of the seminary trustees was given the rank of president emeritus 
(The Vision, May, 1958). The seminary set up a "Ten-Year Expansion Program 
with the following goals:

1. $5,000,000 for endowment and new buildings

2. 1500 students as a minimum annual enrolment

3. 50 per cent increase in faculty

4. 25,000 additional library books

5. A three-semester session, using faculty members in a platoon system, and 
making student progress possible on a year-round basis.

1959 — The New Orleans Seminary was authorized by the Executive Committee of the 
Convention "to borrow $220,000 against its capital needs for 1960 to build a 
dormitory, with the understanding that the income produced would be pledged 
toward repayment in the event the capital funds were not forthcoming.". . . 
H. Leo Eddleman was elected to succeed Dr. Leavell as president and took 
office February 1, 1959. . . . The report stressed the need for additional teach
ing staff for the seminary.

1960 — The New Orleans Seminary board of trustees at its February meeting took action 
which it reported as follows:

"In the light of problems which the board has dealt with over a period of several 
years, it accepted unanimously the recommendation of a special committee that 
Theodore R. Clark be relieved of his status as associate professor, and his 
teaching responsibilities as of March 12, 1960. His salary will be continued 
for 12 months, and the possible renewal of his relationship to the institution 
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may be revealed on or before the expiration of a five-year period. His recently 
published book (Saved by His Life, published by MacMillan, 1959) is one of 
several instances in which the board has been confronted with questions as to 
limitations in the area of communication with students and hearers as well 
as content of lecture materials " (Baptist Press release, February 21, 1960, 
p. 4).


