
A RESUME OF EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF THE

RADIO AND TELEVISION COMMISSION*

1921 America, hears its first religious broadcast on January 2, 1921, the worship 
services of the Calvary Episcopal Church, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. (Encyclo
pedia of Southern Baptists).

1929 On motion by John S. Ramond, Louisiana, Convention requests the Social Service 
Commission investigate a public press report that the Federal Council of Churches 
intends to try to control all religious broadcasting in America and to see if the 
facts warrant a protest to the Federal Radio Commission.

1930 Social Service Commission reports that the public report had misrepresented the 
Federal Council and that the Federal Radio Commission believe no such monopoly 
is possible . . . Social Service Commission further declares that more use should 
be made of radio, that it might be possible for the convention to establish a 
great central radio station and that there would be far-reaching effects of a 
"Southern Baptist Hour on the air. "

1931 Executive Committee reports a study suggesting alternatives, one to three stations 
established, buying time or using free time. The Executive Committee recom
mended that it be allowed to study the question further and bring recommendations 
next year; that the agencies of the Convention be authorized to make use of radio 
stations; that the Executive Committee appoint a radio committee:

(1) To ascertain and report the use of broadcasting stations 
by Southern Baptists in the promotion of their local or general 
work;
(2) To arrange for the complimentary use of other stations 
and additional hours by a still larger number of our denomina
tional workers engaged in missionary, educational, and 
benevolent work;
(3) To co-ordinate the use of these broadcasting hours for 
better presentation and support of our denominational causes, 
State and Southwide;
(4) To suggest that notices of these radio programs be 
announced or posted in churches and published in denomina
tional journals and also in the secular press.
(5) To sponsor no Southwide programs put on at the regular 
hours for church services.

1932 Use of Radio referred to the new Promotion Committee launched at the 1931 
session of the convention,

1933 Convention adoptsEdwin S. Preston's resolution that the Executive Committee 
give careful consideration to the advantages of radio.
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1934 Three man committee appointed by the Executive Committee, Louie D. Newton, 
M. E. Dodd and Edwin S. Preston makes a four page study on radio regarding 
present use by Baptists, co-operation with groups for better use of radio and 
present trends in radio development.

1935 Edwin S. Preston is chairman of the radio committee of the Executive Committee 
. . . Executive Committee suggests co-operation of state and SBC leadership in 
radio undertakings.

1936 Convention adopts a resolution bidding for Southern and Northern co-operation 
in separation of church and state and "A joint study of radio opportunities 
for Baptists." . . . No mention of the Executive Committee's radio committee 
in the convention annual.

1937 No mention of the Executive Committee's radio committee in the convention annual

1938 S. F. Lowe, Georgia, offers the following resolution signed by 21 messengers 
to the convention:

1. That the Convention appoint a Committee of seven, none 
of whom shall be a member or an employee of any Southwide 
Board or agency of the Convention who shall make a careful 
study of the advisability of using the radio regularly in 
broadcasting our Baptist message.
2. That the Executive Committee be authorized to co
operate with the Radio Committee of Seven in putting 
into operation such plans for broadcasting during the year 
as meet the approval of the Executive Committee, provided 
the Executive Committee shall not use any funds of the 
Cooperative Program in so doing.

The Convention appoints as a Radio Committee: S. F. Lowe, Georgia, Chairman; 
A. J. Moncrief, Jr., Florida; J. D. Carroll, Louisiana; Norfleet Gardner, 
North Carolina; E. P. Baker, Tennessee; Carr P. Collins, Texas; J. R. 
Weatherspoon, North Carolina . . . The Executive Committee provided $200 
for expenses of the Radio Committee.

1939 S. F. Lowe, Chairman, reported the Radio Committee's findings. Six possible 
avenues of approach to a wider use of radio "in broadcasting the Baptist Message: 
(1) The National Hook-Up (2) The Local Station (3) The Single Station (4) The 
Transcribed Program (5) Religious Broadcasts by Larger Groups of Baptists 
(6) The Convention-Wide Broadcast . . . Possible types of programs included 
evangelistic, Bible study, simple gospel message, denominational, and 
dramatized programs . . . Convention adopts recommendations that the Radio 
Committee continue its work; that the Sunday School Board provide up to $1,200 
for the Committee's operating expenses; that state conventions be requested 
to appoint state radio committees to promote the use of radio in the states and to 
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co-operate with the Southern Baptist Radio Committee; and that state papers 
be requested to include weekly announcements of Baptist radio programs. 
The Radio Committee enlarged to 16.

1940 Radio committee reports two projects now in progress: (1) Co-operation with the 
Baptist Brotherhood in broadcasts over 73 stations on Laymen's Day for October 
20, 1940. (2) Improvement of quality of programs . . . Recommendation of 1939 
repeated and the Convention adopts in addition to these the recommendation which 
authorized the Radio Committee "to arrange for a Baptist Hour with as wide 
coverage as is practical at first, looking to a complete coverage of the Convention 
Territory as rapidly as is practical, as provided for herein as follows:

(1) No debt on any "Bapt ist Hour project. "
(2) Baptist Hour in at least one city of each state provided the 
cities shall agree to share their part of the costs.
(3) State radio committees requested to arrange for additional outlets.
(4) The Radio Committee is authorized to receive contributions, 
“but no appeals for funds are to be made in the broadcasts."
(5) Programs are to be of highest type, but their content to be 
the Committee's responsibility . . .

A resolution sends Lowe to the networks with a proposal that George W. Truett 
preach to the nation on ten successive days or nights.

1941 Baptist Hour launched January, 1941. Broadcasts 13 weeks in 11 states. Receives 
$5,750. Draws 17,500 pieces of mail . . . Radio Committee reports much 
activity by the states . . . Part of the 1941 sessions of the Convention broad
cast . . . Sunday School Board ordered to contribute $5,000 to the radio work 
. . . Committee authorized to raise money among the churches and from indi
viduals to supplement gift from the Sunday School Board.

1942 Committee made a standing committee . . . Enlarged program authorized . . . 
Convention provides $25,000, asks Sunday School Board to give $5,000 . . . 
full-time director authorized . . . B. J. Murries motion to enlarge the committee 
to 22 members adopted . . . S. F. Lowe still chairman . . . Committee proposes 
five objectives for the Baptist Hour: (1) Render as wide service Radio-wise as 
fostered by Baptists. (2) Demonstrate feasability of a “Baptist" network.
(3) Build a better consciousness of unity and action. (4) Win respect for Baptists 
in the world of radio. (5) Win favor of a national system . . . Committee sponsors 
second series of Baptist Hour served by 32 stations. Draws 60,000 letters . . . 
Both Mutual and Columbia now include Southern Baptists on their regular 
scheduled broadcasts.

1943 Executive Committee reports that it could not abide by the 1942 instructions of 
the Convention because of a constitution limitation that "No new enterprize, 
involving expenditure of money, shall be authorized by the convention except 
upon favorable action by the Convention in two succeeding annual meetings ..." 
and that the dilemma had been met by encouraging the Committee to appeal to
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Southern Baptists for contributions. . . $22,000 was raised in co-operation with 
the state committees ... No full-time director employed . . . Report of the 
committee states: "We believe that through conferences, surveys and effective 
use of tracts and personal letters . . . enlarged use of the local station by local 
Baptist leadership can be produced just as the Sunday School Board has in the 
same way been able to effect better results in and through the Bible Schools and 
Training Unions." . . . transcription library reported making good progress.

1944 Committee proposes a five-point program:
(1) A permanent committee with regularly elected members and 
full time leadership. (Even though the convention made the 
Radio Committee a standing committee in 1942, it was carried 
as a special committee through 1944.)
(2) $52,000 for radio work to be provided by the Executive 
Committee.
(3) "That the Radio Committee be instructed to thoroughly 
study the radio needs of the entire Convention, including 
the various agencies, boards and institutions of the Con
vention, and in co-operation with said agencies, boards and 
institutions to provide the needed equipment and program to 
meet their needs, when feasible and in keeping with the 
budget of the Radio Committee."
(4) Nothing the Radio Committee does prohibits the local 
church from making fullest use of radio.
(5) Secretary of the committee to write letters of appre
ciation to all stations carrying the Baptist Hour.

1945 Executive Committee provides $52,000 from Convention operating budget . . . 
Chairman S. F. Lowe reaffirms the two-fold service rendered by the Committee 
(1) Extensive Baptist Hour and transcription programs (2) "provide the 
needed equipment and programs to meet the radio needs of all the agencies of the 
Convention" which meant, the report stated, that all Convention agencies were 
to channel any plans for use of radio through the Radio Committee . . . Baptist 
Hour now 26 Sundays . . . S. F. Lowe made Director of the Committee.

1946 Convention authorizes status change from Committee to Commission and charter 
procurement . . . Report says a studio is needed so well-equipped that audio
visual pictures can be produced . . . Radio conference held at Ridgecrest . . . 
Druid Hills lends a building for studio purposes . . . Effort made to get religious 
broadcasting into the seminary curriculum ... A Kentucky resolution asking 
the SBC to establish its "own radio and television broadcasting station” referred 
to the committee.

1947 Commission chartered under laws of Georgia . . . Two convention programs 
televised over a St. Louis TV station as arranged by the Commission . . . 
Baptist Hour continued . . . Home Boards "Good News Hour" arrangements 
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handled by the Commission . . . Commission wonders in its report if it could 
not produce sound pictures for all the agencies "since the same studios and 
equipment and personnel used in the production of televised programs can be 
used in the production of sound pictures." All three major boards are now either 
producing or planning production of sound motion pictures. A special Executive 
Committee sub-committee appointed to consider the problem.

1948 The Southern Baptist Executive Committee adopted the following policy on the 
production and distribution of visual aids on the basis of a special study on the 
matter:

(1) That the sound picture offers to Baptists a practical medium for 
extending the kingdom of Christ;
(2) That the inspiration—worship—educational—promotional—and 
entertainment type of picture will best serve the needs of our people;
(3) That the Sunday School Board in co-operation with representatives 
of all other agencies of the Southern Baptist Convention serve as 
source of supply and distribution of films, using experienced and 
established producers for the production of such films as are not 
otherwise available;
(4) That the production of new films by experienced and established 
agencies be under the direction of the central agency referred to in 
paragraph (3);
(5} That each agency of the Convention be requested to co-operate 
with the central agency in preparing material for films and in pro
ducing such films as the agency itself may desire and is in the position 
to produce, and
(6) That the Sunday School Board be requested to handle the rental 
or sale of films and projection machines and equipment, making them 
available to as many churches and other Baptist organizations as 
possible by some plan of deferred payments and on a low profit basis. 

Convention votes to allow the Radio Commission to build and equip a TV studio 
“within the business and financial plan of the convention." . . . Commission 
requests "Capital funds" for TV purposes . . . continues regular programs . . . 
explores phonograph record field with the Baptist Sunday School Board.

1949 The Convention adopted its Executive Committee's recommendation:
(1) That the Radio Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention be 
requested to broaden the scope of its functions and to serve as the 
central agency which shall work in co-operation with the other 
agencies and states in the production of audio-visual materials.

This central agency shall be charged with the responsiblity of 
planning and producing audio-visual aids for the churches and 
shall work in co-operation with the visual education departments 
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of the agencies and the states. It shall make its 
studios, laboratories, and technical services available to 
the agencies and to the states at such rates and in such 
manner as shall be mutually agreed upon.
(2) That the Sunday School Board and its affiliated book 
stores be requested to have charge of the distribution of 
audio-visual materials ....

Full time Baptist Hour announced to begin in October . . . Announces purchase of 
a building in Atlanta to be used as "Baptist Radio Center."

1950 Both the 1948 and 1949 actions concerning films again reconsidered by a special 
committee consisting of all agency heads, all state secretaries and five members 
of the Executive Committee. They bring the following proposal adopted by the 
Convention:

(1) That Southern Baptists should approach seriously and 
with great vision the matter of audio-visual education as a 
means of promoting their program of kingdom service and in 
teaching and inspiring their people to understand the Christian 
truth, with the view of enabling and stimulating them to live it.
(2) That, in the interest of efficience and economy and co
operation, Southern Baptists should assign to one central agency 
the promotion of audio-visual education, the production of the 
films and their distribution; and hereby make it possible for 
all institutions, boards, and agencies, whether they be South
wide or state-wide, to have technical guidance of experts in 
this field, and have available the necessary equipment in 
producing their materials.
(3) While we recognize that the possibilities in the field 
of audio-visual education are unlimited, and that Southern 
Baptists are already late in entering this field, we recommend 
that Southern Baptists should begin work in this field on such 
basis as their available financial resources make possible and 
their needs make necessary, but with an openness of mind to 
expand and enlarge their use of audio-visual aids as their 
wisdom may direct. It seems now that we should plan, first, 
to produce audio-visual aids primarily for promotional purposes, 
but with willingness and purpose to explore their greatly en
larged uses in the field of teaching.
(4) Since, in the providence of God, Southern Baptists have 
the Sunday School Board, and since audio-visual education belongs 
in its general field of service, we recommend that Southern 
Baptists make the Sunday School Board their central agency for 
the promotion, production, and distribution of visual aids, 
with the understanding that the various sponsoring agencies 
will have the right to work out with the Sunday School Board
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the costs of their respective productions, and will have the 
further right to distribute their promotional and educational 
films in whatever way and by whatever means they may deem 
wise.
(5) We recommend further that the state boards and institu
tions, and the Southern Baptist Convention boards, institu
tions and agencies ’which may choose to use the Sunday School 
Board in producing their audio-visual aids bear the expense 
of their own productions; and that the expense for providing 
adequate equipment for this ministry be referred to the Sunday 
School Board and the Southern Baptist Convention Executive 
Committee, in conference with the state secretaries.
(6) That the Southern Baptist Convention appoint an advisory 
committee of five, composed of one representative of each 
of the following groups: Foreign Mission Board, Home Mission 
Board, the other Southwide agencies, the state secretaries, 
and the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Committee, to 
work with the Sunday School Board in implementing this plan 
for the earliest possible service and for its continuous opera
tion, thereby making it possible for the Sunday School Board 
to have the information it will need and want in the discharge 
of the responsibilities in connection with .udio-visual educa
tion for all the Baptise groups, agencies and institutions.

Commission restates its desire to enter the field of television.

1951 Convention votes permission to the commission to enter television field . . . 
Baptist radio network now discontinued. Baptist Hour now by transcription 
over 300 stations, 50 on hire, 25C for free . . . Radio Beam, monthly publication 
begun.

1952 Convention changed Article VI of the Business and Financial Plan to read: 
"Neither shall any agency approach individuals or groups for special solicita
tions on behalf of the agency without approval of the Convention or its Executive 
Committee ..." The Convention adopted a recommendation of the Executive 
Committee "That this not apply to the Radio Commission for the calendar years 
1952 and 1953." . . . Radio Commission announced a new policy: As contracts 
with stations being paid to carry the Baptist Hour expire, the Baptist Hour 
would be carried on a sustaining basis, or with local groups financing the program.

1953 S. F. Lowe died October 4, 1952, commended for his leadership . . . Dupree 
Jordon, acting director . , . Baptist Hour with Charles Wellborn in his second 
full year now over 330 stations . . . Commission reports that it has had a 
"full-time TV director" for one year. Three separate series of TV films proposed 
. . .Paul M. Stevens elected director.
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1954 Name changed to Radio and Television Commission . . . Permission granted for 
relocation of central office . . .Ft. Worth selected and move accomplished in 
December . . . Good News Hour dropped . . . Six television films a year pro
posed . . . Stevens proposes a reactivation of a national network for the Baptist 
Hour.

1955 Change in Radio and Television Commission Charter because of the change in 
name and in location approved by the Convention . . . The charter declares: "The 
purpose for which this corporation is formed is to support and serve the spread 
of the Gospel of Christ and to effect accompanying charitable, benevolent and 
educational purposes, by the dissemination of information on the Christian 
religion through radio, television and similar media of communication. " The 
Baptist Hour broadcast over 380 stations; Stevens still calling for a paid net
work . . . The pilot film of the dramatic television series met enthusiastic 
response in premier showings. Because current finances were insufficient to 
complete the series, the Commission released the 30-minute film for rental 
through Baptist Book Stores . . . The Commission's monthly magazine, The Beam 
“reprints all Baptist Hour sermons and includes many features, letters, book 
reviews, and news about religious radio and TV in general. Paid subscriptions 
now number more than 5,000. “

1956 Radio and Television Commission launched a 13-film series for television, 
This Is the Answer, April 1; reaching an audience of 10,000,000 each week; 
the films were later offered for rental through Baptist Book Stores . . . Commission 
declared that it was a “representative for Southern Baptists on nation-wide radio 
and television networks . . . rendering valuable service in making known to 
the nation at large what Southern Baptists stand for."

1957 The Radio and Television Commission reported that in addition to the weekly Baptist 
Hour program, it had produced and distributed for broadcast program series: "The 
Moral Side of the News, the International Sunday School Lesson, The Chapel 
Upstairs. "... Also completed a second series of television programs which were 
shown over about 350 stations . . . Commission purchased the building which it 
has rented for its headquarters since moving to Fort Worth (p. 384; one page report) 
. . . The Commission reorganized its work into three divisions for greater 
efficiency: (1) Production Division: Department of Radio Production, Department 
of Television Production, and Accounting and Control Department; (2) Audience 
Building Division: Department of publications, Promotion and Publicity Depart
ment, Letter-Answering Department; (3) Distribution Division: Department of 
Radio and Television Distribution, Shop and Work Supervision Department, and 
Agency-Station Relations Department.

1958 Televangelism, a BJA project, launched . . . Bearn now has 20,000 subscribers 
. . . "La Hora Bautista" Launched in co-operation with the Home Mission Board 
. . . Total budget for the year: $707,804 . . . The Commission reports that it
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"serves as official Southern Baptist representative to the radio and television 
networks located in New York City. Besides all of its other activities in 1957, 
the Commission has produced live programs which were broadcast coast to coast 
over National Broadcasting Company and Columbia Broadcasting System stations. 
These added greatly to denominational prestige."

1959 The Convention adopted Recommendation No. 22 of the Committee to Study the 
Total Southern Baptist Program: "The Radio and Television Commission should be 
designated and recognized as the sole producer and distributor of films for 
television use" . . . Cooperative Program allocation for the Commission's work 
in 1959 is $535,000;, for 1960, $600,000 . . . Director Stevens reports that the 
“larger Cooperative Program allotments will make it possible to produce 13 new 
films annually now with prospects of eventually reaching 26 yearly dramas. " 
. . . Declared that "Televangelism, 1959" was a big success: more than 5,000 
churches participated directly; 800 associational radio-TV chairmen, plus 
associational missionaries promoted it. The Evangelism Department of the Home 
Mission Board worked through the secretaries of evangelism in the states to 
promote "Televangelism." ... A new 13-film series is being prepared for 
"Televangelism, 1960." The 1959 series telecast over 100 TV stations . . . Five 
"major productions produced weekly for radio: The Baptist Hour, ' La Hora 
Bautista,' The International Sunday School Lesson, 'The Chapel Upstairs,' and 
a new variety program called 'Master Control.'" The total number of stations 
broadcasting these is about 800.


