
SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF 
SOUTHWESTERN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

(References are to the SBC Annuals unless otherwise stated)

1901 Baylor University, Waco, Texas, created a theological department with B. H. 
Carroll as its director. (Encyclopedia of Southern Baptists, II, 1276)

1905 Sentiment for a seminary in Texas became so strong that Baylor trustees authorized 
the enlargement of the department into "Baylor Theological Seminary." (Ibid., p. 
1277)

1907 The Texas Baptist Convention approved the request of the Baylor trustees that the 
University and Seminary be separated. The Convention appointed trustees who 
were authorized to secure a charter. (Texas Baptist Convention Annual, 1907, 
pp. 45ff.)

1908 The charter granted on March 14 to Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary pro
vided that it was to remain under the control of Texas Baptists but that other states, 
with the approval of the trustees and the Texas Convention could appoint trustees. 
Between 1908 and 1925, ten state conventions appointed trustees under this pro
vision. (Ibid., p. 1279)

1909 The seminary trustees authorized the removal of the seminary to Fort Worth. 
(Ibid., p. 1279)

1910 The Seminary opened on its present site October 3, 1910. . . . The private train
ing school for women begun in Dallas, Texas, several years earlier, was trans
ferred to the Seminary.

1915 Pictures of Fort Worth Hall and the Women's Building of Southwestern Seminary 
were published in the SBC Annual on page 48. ... Departments of Religious 
Education and Gospel Music were organized by Southwestern. (Encyclopedia, 
Ibid, p. 1281)

1921 As a special order on the program, President L. R. Scarborough of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary addressed the Southern Baptist Convention in session. 
The Convention ordered the facts in this address inserted in the minutes. The 
Seminary reported a faculty of 32, an enrolment of 691, property evaluation of 
$1,400,000, trustees from Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Illinois, Kentucky, and Florida. . . . The Convention 
instructed the Committee on Order of Business "to provide next year a place for 
the formal report and consideration of the Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi
nary ."

1922 The Seminary reported an enrolment of 796 of whom 390 were women. The insti
tution also had 924 students in its correspondence department. ... A Committee 
on Theological Seminaries and Universities received Convention approval for its 
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recommendation "that all theological institutions which receive money from our 
Southwide educational funds should be under the direct legal control of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. This same committee also reported
that offers from Howard College, the University of Richmond, and Mercer Uni
versity had been made as possible sites for the establishment of a new 
theological seminary.

1923 The proposal of the trustees of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary (approved 
by the Executive Board of the Texas Convention) to give complete ownership and 
control of the institution to the Southern Baptist Convention was referred to a 
special committee of one from each state. The responsibility for the consideration 
of the relation of all Southwide institutions to the Convention was also assigned 
to this same committee. . . . The Seminary's proposal stated that the institution 
had received through the Education Board, and through loans from the Home and 
Foreign Boards a total of $356,322.94 from the 75 Million Campaign. It further 
declared that it was "a regular, full-fledged Theological Seminary with depart
ments or schools of Missionary Training, Religious Education, and Gospel Music, 
an Extension Department and Practical Work Department. . . ." All eleven state 
conventions which had trustees on the Board of the Southwestern Seminary approved 
the above proposal at their fall meetings. The Texas Convention authorized the 
trustees to make the transfer to the SBC.

1924 The Convention accepts the seminary.

1925 Southwestern Seminary was formerly transferred to the Southern Baptist Convention 
February 20, 1925. Some legal technicalities regarding the charter and control 
of the institution by the Convention under the laws of Texas were not worked out 
until later in the year. The Seminary reported that it was now organized into four 
schools: Theology, Religious Education, Gospel Music and Missionary Training.

1926 Southwestern reported that the legal technicalities involving the charter reported 
the previous year had been settled. ... A $300,000 Sacred Music Hall was 
nearing completion; $150,000 of this had been contributed by Mrs . George E. 
Cowden. . . . The Seminary reported a deficit of $42,000 in operating expenses; 
it had received only $77,692.99 from Southwide sources.

1927 The Seminary graduated 81 of the 627 students enrolled. . . . Economy measures 
reduced the operating costs of the institution.

1928 The Seminary reduced its indebtedness by $11,205.15. The faculty and student 
body reported 6,138 professions of faith, 8,980 additions by letter and the 
raising of $414, 122.00 .

1929 In spite of receiving $30, 129.99 less income from the Cooperative Program and a 
special Texas campaign, than in the previous year, the Seminary paid $27,085.53 
on its indebtedness. Part of this was made possible through sacrificial giving by 
faculty and student body.
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1930 Seminary trustees reported an increase in indebtedness of $15,445.78, bringing 
the total to $455,889.40. . . . They called on Southern Baptists for larger sup
port.

1931 The SBC Executive Committee approved a request from Southwestern Seminary to 
make a special appeal to Southern Baptists for an amount not to exceed $68,000 
to meet emergency situations arising out of its indebtedness.

1932 The Executive Committee authorized Southwestern to refinance its indebtedness. 
This was apparently not done, however. . . . The Convention adopted a recom
mendation that all Convention agencies and institutions must balance their budget 
for 1933 on the basis of at least 12 per cent less than the cash receipts of 1932, 
exclusive of special campaigns.... The Seminary reported that it had reduced 
salaries 50 per cent since 1929 and reduced the faculty and administrative staff 
in number, yet income was insufficient to pay even the reduced salaries.

1933 The Southwestern Seminary allocation for 1934 was to be 4 1/5 per cent. . . . 
The trustees reported that nearly all the faculty and administrative staff had ex
changed what the seminary owed them on back salaries for citrus fruit land which 
had been donated to the Seminary several years earlier. The total indebtedness of 
the institution now exceeded $500,000.

1934 A committee of the Southwestern Seminary trustees requested that the financial 
plight of the Seminary, which made it impossible to pay faculty and administration 
back salaries or all of current salaries due, be referred to the Executive Committee 
for consideration. The Comention adopted the recommendation. . . . Seminary 
enrolment was now 376 .

1935 The special committee of the Executive Committee to consider the 1934 request of 
the Southwestern Seminary reported to the Executive Committee that the Seminary 
definitely needed additional income and reported that it had considered several 
methods of procedure but found in none of them any source of immediate relief for . 
the institution. . . . The entire report of the Southwestern Seminary trustees covers 
only one page. Little more is given than financial and enrolment data.

1936 During the Convention year, 1935-36, the Hundred Thousand Club contributed 
$65j 971.44 payment on the debts of Southwestern. It was to receive 14 per cent 
of the Club receipts for 1936. . . . Back salaries and overdue interest continued 
to be a major problem for the institution. . . . The Seminary anticipated receiving 
regular income from its citrus orchard and property (1, 200 acres) in the Rio Grande 
Valley. . . . The institution reported that it now had three schools in one: a 
School of Theology, a School of Religious Education, and a School of Sacred Music 
(no longer operated a distinct school of missionary education).... Report covers 
three pages.... In December, the Executive Committee raised the Hundred 
Thousand Club allocation of the Seminary to 18 per cent.

1937 Southwestern's enrolment increased by 127 over 1936 to total 561. . . . For the 
first time since the beginning of the depression, the Seminary was able financially 
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to pay full salaries to its teachers. This was made possible through increased 
donations from the Texas Baptist Contention, Tarrant County Association of Texas, 
a gift of $10,000 from the Sunday School Board, and increased allocations in some 
states. . . the Trustees reported having inaugurated a plan to start "a quiet move
ment for the raising of a million dollars additional endowment in the next few 
years."

1938 Southwestern reported an enrolment of 614. Cooperative Program receipts totalled 
$56,397.06. The Seminary employed J. W. Bruner to assist President Scarborough 
in the "quiet campaign for endowment."

1939 The Convention raised the Hundred Thousand Club allocation for Southwestern to 
20 1/3 per cent. . . . The Convention approved the agreement made by South
western's trustees with the Texas Baptist Foundation for the latter to be trustee 
in the handling and investment of the Seminary's endowment funds. . . . The Semi
nary reported reducing its indebtedness on back salaries of teachers from $47,421 
to $16,322. The trustees reported an increase of $205,766.86 in endowment 
through the "quiet campaign. "

1940 The enrolment of Southwestern, 765, represented an increase of 108 over 1939. 
The trustees reported a gift to the endowment of the institution valued at $400,000.

1941 The Convention approved the refinancing of Southwestern's indebtedness of 
$275,000 through a bond issue and pledged that the percentage allocation of the 
Seminary would not be reduced during the period for repayment of the bonds.... 
The Seminary trustees reported growing cash receipts from the Rio Grande Valley 
orchard.

1942 Southwestern reported an endowment of $1,202,532. 60 and a current campaign to 
raise $100,000 more. . . . Anticipated paying out its bonded indebtedness within 
five years. . . . On Augustl, Dr. Scarborough retired after serving 27 years as 
president. . . . Dr. E. D. Head succeeded him.

1943 The Seminary increased its endowment by more than $100,000. ... In November, 
the Seminary completed paying off its indebtedness.

1944 The Southwestern trustees reported earnings of $95,195.54 from its endowment 
and its citrus farm. . . . The Seminary's operating budget for the year was 
$144,983.40. It received $108,265.00 from the Cooperative Program. The trus
tees anticipated eventually increasing the current endowment of $1,419,354.43 
to $4,000,000. . . . The institution reported the highest enrolment in its history— 
933 resident students and 95 correspondence students. . . . The Seminary pro
jected plans for a library-administration building. The Sunday School donated 
$12, 500 toward a library building. Dr. George W. Truett died after serving as 
president of. the Seminary's trustees for 13 years. He was succeeded by C. E. 
Matthews. The American Association of Theological Schools granted accreditation 
to Southwestern's School of Theology.
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1945 William Fleming of Fort Worth pledged $250,000 toward the construction of the 
library-administration building of Southwestern if the Seminary would raise 
$500,000. Thus far it had raised $166,595.37 of the latter amount. . . . The 
enrolment climbed to 1,075 students representing 32 states and 3 foreign 
countries.... The SBC Executive Committee appointed a committee "to make 
a survey of all our institutions and agencies as to their capital needs and as to 
the scope of their work as it relates to the total program of Southern Baptists."

1946 The Convention approved an increase in Southwestern's Cooperative Program 
allocation to 4 4/9 per cent in 1946 and to 5 per cent in 1947. . . . The Sunday 
School Board donated $25,000 to the Seminary toward the construction of a 
Religious Education building. TheW.M.U. pledged another $25,000. . . . The 
Capital Needs receipts from the SBC for 1946 totaled $221, 199.63.

1947 The 1,376 Southwestern students were enrolled as follows: School of Theology, 
694; School of Religious Education, 607; School of Sacred Music, 201. The 
trustees reported $647,481.17 in cash toward the library-administration.

1948 The Convention reduced the Cooperative Program allocation of Southwestern to 
4.5 per cent for 1949. . . . The Seminary reported 300 graduates for the year.

1949 Southwestern reported the construction of the memorial administration-library 
building at an approximate cost of $1,451,718, and a Religious Education build
ing at a cost of $365, 270.

1950 The enrolment of Southwestern climbed to 1,704, an increase of 249 over 1949. 
. . . The Seminary emphasized its need for additional housing for its growing 
student body.

1951 The Seminary reported a faculty of 42, a student body of 1,896: School of Theology, 
1,082; School of Religious Education, 744; School of Sacred Music, 163. Almost 
one fourth of the students (416) were mission volunteers. The Seminary's Ex
tension Department was dis continued; the institution began to co-operate with 
other SBC seminaries in a unified Extension Department program.

1952 The Convention approved a Capital Needs appropriation of $1,370,000 for South
western for the period, 1952-56. The 2,074 students were enrolled as follows: 
School of Theology, 1,276; School of Religious Education, 731; School of Sacred 
Music, 127. (Compare the ratio with 1947.) (Southern Seminary had an enrol
ment of 1,034; its operating budget allocation from Cooperative Program was 
$200,025. Compare this with Southwestern which had the same allocation, but 
twice the enrolment.). . . One of the major needs of Southwestern was more stu
dent housing.

1953 SBC approved a 1954 operating fund allocation of $286,317 for Southwestern, 
Southern Seminaries.... The SBC Executive Committee approved the request of 
Southwestern to use its 1952 capital fund receipts to restore its operating reserve 
which it had used with Executive Committee approval earlier. . . . The Seminary's 
property value now totaled $3,990,277.79. . . . Presidents. D. Head of South
western retired August 31st. He was succeeded by J. Howard Williams.
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1954 SBC approved a 1955 Cooperative Program allocation of $360,317 for South
western's operating budget. This was $50,000 more than Southern Seminary.

1955 The SBC Executive Committee approved Southwestern's request to borrow up to 
$252,000 on its 1956 capital funds. . . . The Seminary reported launching a 
$5,000,000 building program.

1956 Southwestern reported a local campaign underway to raise $1,500,000 to erect 
housing for married students. . . . The Seminary purchased 32 acres of property 
adjoining its campus. Endowment income for the year was $121,892.92.

1957 The Convention approved a suggested Capital Needs allocation of $2,000,000 
for Southwestern. . . . Executive Committee, SBC, authorized the Seminary to 
borrow $200,000 against its 1957 capital receipts; also to borrow $400,000 for 
housing, to be repaid from the rental of the apartment buildings constructed. . . . 
The Seminary's enrolment was 2,411. Its faculty now numbered 52; its total 
teaching staff was 72. .

1958 The SBC approved an operating expense allocation of $551,442 for Southwestern in 
1958. Southwestern observed its 50th anniversary; it was chartered in 1908. . . . 
Dr. W. W. Barnes was preparing a history of the institution. President Williams 
died. . . . The trustees elected Dr. Robert E. Naylor to succeed him.

1959 The presidents of the SBC Seminaries agreed upon a new formula for distribution 
of Cooperative Program funds for theological education. This new plan gives con
sideration to the size of student bodies and was to take effect in 1960.

1960 SBC approved a Cooperative Program allocation of $738,784 for Southwestern dur
ing the year 1960-61. (This is subject to adjustment according to the joint agree
ment made between the SBC seminaries in 1959 for a distribution formula in which 
the number and kind of students are prime factors.) The Seminary enrolled 2,394 
students of whom 1,427 were in the School of Theology. Southern Seminary had 
a total enrolment of 1, 288 with 762 in its School Theology. The former received 
$558,009.12 from the Cooperative Program; the latter $529,404.55. Student 
housing continues to be a major need of Southwestern.


