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SOUT-HERN: BAPTISTS IN THE SEVENTIES

The .fu'rrh‘er Iv'-gof”i'nfo.r‘h‘i's oss‘ié‘nmenr'rhe' more dmdz.ed-“-o .f.ruer‘ word V\rou Id l.oe' rrqppql.léd._i_-__;‘__, S
l was or my dudocr’ry in occep’rmg it. As | realized the siz e, nurure ond ‘invalicmi.ons o.f:’r'he fdsk '
ond remembered who would be i in ofiendonce af fhrs meeting, | became more dlsmoyed HOWever, [
.'hdl"e tried fo do rny hornework ond you wil} find evrdence of n‘, rf riot |n. 1he paper, ‘af leqsf in fhe E :“ L

brbhogrophy at fhe end. It is obvrous fhot af every pomf in fhls dlscussmn someone here is more

'- knowledgeoble fhdn I can be. My only hope of mdkmg a contr rbuhon is rha‘r puHrng i fogerher in

. 'my own woy ond m'rerprehng it dis one | "outside" ; moy serve as’ a \,o’rolysf to produce dlologlcol response T

in the scorch for answers. Thls is rhe group whlch I wou sld |udge most responsrble for prowdmg _t _.
leodershlp for fhe Soui‘hern Bopflsf Convenhon in fhe 70's. The drrechons rn whrch you demde ro Ieod

' -'_ure, humonly spookmg of Ieost obour as lmporfonf decrsrons as- we are ever allowed i“o moke m fhls

o hfe I know, fherefore, ‘rhor you wou Id |orn me in sayrng ’rhoi‘ we need to moke such deusrcns not

on ly wrfh our eyes open to fhe Focfs but wrrh our heorfs open to fhe Ieodershrp of fhe Holy Spirli‘
: 'Whof I propose to do is nen‘her novel hor profound Flrs’r of oll l shaH fry 10 reFlecr whai" l

- }'Zsee to be our. sr’ruohon vrs-u-—vrs ’rhe world of fodoy ond romorrow Thereaﬂ'er | hope fo commeniL

:helpfully on how I fhrnk Sou’rhem Bophsrs con consi‘ruc’rrvely respond ’ro ’rhese chollenges.A The flrsr o

'__porf of ’rhls cnolysrs is more of less focfuol ‘and rherefore excepf for whofever omlssmns it moy suchr

| ‘-From due i'o my modequoi’e knowledge or mcomplere reseorch % shou Id mvolve no: controversrol

'-‘olfhough odml’r'red ly drsfurbmg ond perplexrng, |eporrs In shorf | srmply rropose to- reH whof |s o

E happenmg and whaf is predrcrable for rhe next Few yems. The second parf oF thrs presenfohon wrll

cerfomly be hoble ’ro a Iorger degree o{-' drsugreemenf, mosmuch Gs whot | propose er refleci my

) ;'personol conclusrons, conclusrons whlch ] wou Id Fnee!y C!dmlf fo be parhol ond rncomple’ro, olrhough

| wou Id relucranrly dlsmrss them as unworrhy of considerohon. '
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I. LIFE IN THE UNITED STATES IN THE 70's AND 80's
If one were to search for a sihgle word to describe our condition that word would have to Be' :
" chosen from among such as these: change, flux, explosion, revolution, radicalism. It is the dismay

' of stable and settled persons and institutions that things won't stay nailed down esg in their proper places. -

O.ur wqu'd has become the croquéf gcnﬁe in Alice in Wonderland. The balls won't go where they are
hlf or?d the wickéts .vmove aside when the balls approach them. Nothing seems to be sacred or secure
§r" depéhdabl,e except ch_arv\gé.v “There is not time enough to get cranked up and retooled for change_.if
| ._t.lﬁs is f§ be cione at a délfberafe_bacé. The fact is that the world is changing so rcpidly.fhat only'
- the ﬁfbs‘t ima_girjidﬁvev minds cdvn even begin to keep ﬁp with what is happening.

‘iA yeér or two ago fhe Pfesidenf of Duke Power C;.cmpony,,‘ one of the most influential and
,in;hoﬂant'ﬁorpérafiqné oﬁ t'pe eastern seo.bo'ard, announced his company's plans to construct a 700
‘r‘ni,”i'on .dollqr power project to éroduc’e_ nuclear .enérgy in the Piedmont area of upstate South Carolina.
in making the announcement he spoke of thev. power needs of the area in the 1980's and said this signifi-
| cant thing:. "We cannot wait until the 1980's to get ready for the 1980's." Having been until recent ly
the pastor of a Baptist church where l-eadership cannot move much faster than "foH;w-”-hip" is induced,

I fhiy_ik Al'qn‘cvi:le'r_stclmd some of the dfffereﬁces between the pdsition of a denominational leader and the
head of:a: Qi_énf corpo’rdﬁ'o’ﬁ who has 15 answer only to a board of directors. Nevertheless, | would say
that the .i"udg.me‘nf of.‘thlis corporation executive is a well nigh iﬁdispensible one for each of you. We
~ certainly cannot get '.Eeady too sooﬁ for the 1970's and 1980's. And the fact that many of us seem
rélu‘cfanﬂy or mild ly c_or_mc'érned about the future, and greatly concerned to prezerve the past, says
.so.mefhi'n'g Oi)'f;l..l.f-‘!..l's that is not too hbbefu.l; -

The dimensions of change are seen in at least the following ten areas:

1. Pop ulation.
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it isihow‘o!m_osr trite and tiresome ’ro cite i'r\e dlorming ‘g?d’ris’r_ics of projected loo]oublaﬁ'on
changes in ’rhé wovrld by rhe year 2000. [ shall not re-do that vpi'ece_'. H.owe\‘Je'r',» l‘rhink it .\‘Ni” ‘he’_»{vp .
us fo undersiomd our own srfuahon if popu lah‘on chqnges in the Unned Sfa’res gre m'?erprefed

The most ‘s'rrrkm.g Facfor in fhe population chonqes to be looked for in the next two decades

L ‘is';"f‘he lorvermg of the general age. level For msi'ance, in the last fwo years aIOne almosf 6~rrrilhon
| ‘_young people celebrafed their fwen’ry-ﬂrsr bm‘hdoy Over the next 10 years the. number of fomllles
| under age 35 er increase by 40% whrle rhe numloer of fcmnhes 35—-5‘\ wull not increase of oll
i Growfh of fhe dge 65—and-over popu lohon in 'rhe next 20 years wrll be Iess fhcm 7 mrllron. Growfh

in i'he 35 64 popu Iohon in the next 20 years WI” be less thn 11 mllhon, buf growfh of fhe

o :..'.20 34 popu larlon in fhe hext 20 yeors wuH be over 25 mllhon, -and growth of fhe po,,ulqhon 20 ond..‘., _’

v'under in ﬂne nexr 20 years Wl” be over 35 mnHuon. In oi'her words, citizens over age 35 w:ll mcrease '

| ,.,by less thain 1’8‘mrlhon, wh-l le crhze“n‘s under 35 wrll increase by 61 million. lrdOes noi' ’roke a proph‘er' .

i ;‘_‘-'or fho .son of a prophef to forecasr what that single factor has- fo say to a Soufhern Baphsr Church :
_-v.'where the average ago is. berween 45 and 50 and where fhe pOWer sfrucfurc* is. almosf fofclly in i'he :
- . ‘_Vhands of p‘eople 50 years of age an‘d abov.e.‘ . | . R
e : T“ Hlsforlon economlsr Pefer Druckor is duofed ina Repubhoan pohcy commlrfee paper =nhHed
'» "Where fhe Vofes Are, cmd |ssued in July 1966 as saying: "The cenfer of our polmcol sroge is
now being taken over by a new power group a professnonal techmcal und managerrol mrddle class=~
.-'very young, aFfluenf, used fo great |ob securn‘y, and highly educafed lr Wl” soon dlsploce the old
'power cenfers——labor, the farm block big busmess, in fhe old=- fashroned sense of that ferm.v Around .
rhls new power oenfer romorrow s mo|or|t)r and formorrow's 'consensus 'crbour new |ssues,w|‘l| have to be
: vaurlt " Now, if thcrss true in pohhcs, what does it have ro.soy obouf rellglorr"
The popu ldhon changes may be dramahzed by reFlecfmg upon the hlghly pubhcu.ed bc:by boom

befween 1945 55 whrch added 25 million to our population. Yet in rhe decade Followmg, 1955-65,




o | 'by 1985 30 mr”non The older persons of worklng age, 45-64, wr” increase only shghrly over rhe )

S rhe»same, 29 ] yecus The medlcm age of ’rhe populahon by I 55 was approachmg 31 yeons before
e 'ro declme hl af lecrs{L 1968 cmd possubly rhereafrer, e*achmg a porenhal low of 25 years oF age, S o

o o ro furrow our brows, buf it lS a mcrﬂer of rhe shrﬁ of popu lqhon Desprfe 'rhe ’rremendous grow'rh in .

o prob!ems of fhe merropohfqn areq, ore well known raffrc, thes, Warer_qr;d sewage_problems, densrry R

Al

: ~'wn‘hour any pubhcﬂ'y we added abou’r 30 mi Illon people to our popu lahon And during rhe',i975-85

}decode it is pn edrcred fhcrr 46 mrHron people wx” be added to our populahon Thrs is o young counrry
and gethng younger every yecrr By 1970 nearly 100 rmlhon peop|e in rhns coun‘rry wrli be undnr 25 -
iyeqrs 'of qge. Obvrously, the problems and issues whrch ‘rhese people force Q ad are gomq ro Foce ‘m : S
’r‘h'eﬁvery rieur furure dre very dlfferenf'ﬁ'om rhe ones we were argumg ozboui~ m.rhe 30'3-, 40' dnd ~50's
o Less rhcm 20 yecrs From now we WI” have 63 mrlhon Amerrcuns 9 yecrrs of ‘age and yoenger.‘ ln ]963 | : ,

'rhe 18 24 cge group numbered 18 mllhon, by 1970 it wrll number dlmosr 25 mrlhcm, by 197:), 27 milhon, |

' 'K.nexr 10 years, cmd w:ll cctucrlly dechne in numbers berween 1975 cmd 1985_J The medmn qg% of :

' fhe popu lahon has shown a shorp dec.me._ |n 1940 the medlan age of. Amerlcon men and w0men was ;

‘beglnmng |rs nose dlve fo rhe currenr medrcm qge of males, 27 4 and Females, 29 7 and wril v..onrmue » Lo
Thrs is nor merely a ques’rlon of populohon growrh whlch in lfself wou ld be complex enough

popy lqhon in rhe Iasf few decades, berween '1950 and 1960 over ha IF of our ouOﬂ counhes dechned
in populahon, as did mcny oF our smctller cities. The growfh is defmlrely in rhe muropohrom arecs,
. -Toduy over 58 mllhon Amenccms hve in i‘he suburbs, a gam of almosr 50 /o in rhe st census decade, :
' Thns compcres ro an H% rlse m rhe cem‘rdl cmes and or drop in turdl areas cmd squ rowns, , The
“of burldmgs, I%ck of adequdre facilii'ies f_Or rfereﬁhon, iUveni'-le:de‘linque.hcy‘, disorientation of the o

fumr!y, erc TI‘e American metropolitan ‘qrern\lis beset with choking traffic, polloredair, crime, dirt; .

slUms, s‘hvorr—sigj\};i'ed business groups, monopolistic unions, explosive racial conflict and sometimes

deep-seated cotuption. By 1960 only 11 states had more rural than urban plovprilari_on.
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. “Harpers Magazine of,February.,‘l 965( said: "Within a few years f_hree.—_que_r’rers: of t_he. Al"ner‘i_c.c‘in‘
3 pe-_oplé wi III live ina 'f'eir'ly small n‘umjberj.. eF: mefropolifan areas, -F‘ewer fha.n 200. Nea;ﬂly fwo—-jfifi:hs :

- df. the population will ljve in-or close by the three monstrous super~cifies; one ’spreeding from Boston

to Norfelk, another from Milwaukee .i‘ovDefroi’r if n»ot'»’ro Cle'velend, and 'fhe ‘i'hjrd from Sthfehc.-is"co

“to Sen' Di’e‘go;';' In fhe next 20.yeers ,w‘é WIH qddl'more peopble to our mefropoiifen c:reds than the enHre
mefropohfen areq populahon in fhe Unn‘ed States in ]940 Our growfh in fhe nexf fwo decades is .

pro;eci'ed ot roughly 70 mllllon people, and all of fhns glowfh Wl” occur in fhe main me’rropohfqn

R 'ereas of i‘he counfry. The mefropohfen issues wi H not dxsappear, fhey wN! only. mfens:Fy Af fhey fa

look lmposslbly comphcai‘ed foday ond we fcul to do somefhmg obouf ’rhem, fhey wa look Far worse :
1" nexf yeur,

I need do no more fhan mfe fhe compdrable statistics for the declme in Farmmg end rurol

o popu Icmon. For 30 years .r has been apparem‘ that farming has: been rapndly declmmg as a wny of hfe __

: :: in fhe Unn‘ed Sfafes. in 1940 the U S. Farm popu lation: represenfed 23.2% of fhe fofcll U S popu loﬁon. | ;_."j
':'f-‘By ]963, it hcd dropped fo 8.1% and Iasf year, 1965, it represenfed barely 6% of fhe ncmon. Bm‘ween‘!' |
]960 and ]965 fhere was a 25% deerease in the number of people hvmg on fcurms. The declme wxll
| A-v'c.onhnue, eo fhaf it is- predlcfed that by 1972 no more i'han 4% of Amerlca s popu lahon wx”vbe ||Vmg
:on furms, omd of fhls 4% probably no more than 60 out oF ]OO wnH be working SOIely or pnmcmly in
ogrlcul’ruml wo k. »
- Thls ouglfn‘ to say something 'ro a denommaﬂon which has been hlsforlcelly onenfed to fhe snmple, o
’ ;urol hfe of Amerlce, In whatever measure we have failed to do “o, we must now refool omd redlrecf |
| o’_l.'!r%mpheses if we expect to remeln a major force in American religieus life. _The days of the rural
: chu‘:rch."wirh its hom‘ogeheees congregation and its uneomhliedfed theological response fov soe_iql concerns
is nbo longer \)i_eble. ‘ : | |

2 Problems connected with pof:u lation growth will surely be such as the following:
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(l) Moblh‘ry of the popu lahon. Cne out of five Americans moves every y‘ec:rv, ‘and this rate

oF dﬁangmg fhe place of one's residence wnH not dechne but rise.

(2) The' concentration of population in cerfain areas. The West Coast will continue fo grow

ot a faster rate than the rest of the co‘uhfry} reaching an estimated population of 35 fni”ion_by }‘980. :
THe Sbufhwesi' will héve qbom‘ a SO%vincrec‘se’-i‘n population. The'Ecst CCozsf'Fx.*om Maine to Flb‘ridcu

Wl H have qbou’r 90 m|l||on people by 1980 and W||I be the nahon s blggesf populahon cenfer

. (3) The problems of- 'rhe mner—*cﬂy These- blighted axeas, mhablfed by underpnvxleged groups,
conshtufe one’ oF the mc;or socml concerns of this nation and wi 1 continye to do so. Programs of

. ui"bdn renewal will be mulfip(ied and infensifiéd, but the inner-c?fy will remain a moior problem of

ci 4 Amér'i(‘:an'p_opula’fidn growth,

2. Science and Edu"caﬁon. :

ScuenhF;c break’rhroughs in o¥1r hm7[ave beeﬁ enurﬁemi‘ed until fhey are common knowledJe. Af
'fhls pomi’ I mfend only to‘ cite the reahfy of ’rheisc:e’nhﬂc orlenfdhon éf our tire.  Later in i‘hls paper "
i shall hove somei'hmg to say. aboﬁf fhe ’rheologlcal |mp!|cchons of man's widened knowledge of fhe
Mur‘nvverse and QF hilms.e‘lf. in my'.|udg_menf, fhls has a mqre proFoun‘d eFFeci"upon the future of Sopj‘hem“
Bépﬂsts ‘thn:.rn'o:st of Us.ha\,‘/:e- béen.\.N.i”vin»g ﬂ_;ds‘ far to believe. The f;"'ahfds.t‘ic. advances in the ncsf‘v.n"d:ii
s‘c_iierv\c‘:es_;-“f_vhé e‘mierging new d’isc.ipli,lnes V\.ihicbh weré unh_eord of 2 décj:adesbgo,_ the rather <.:‘ommon
' df_sgeﬁindfidn.of scievsnfific khowieage, the insatiable quésf _'.of bright minds 'For 'undersfcx.nding. ofli‘h-fe ,
L , fn‘eaﬁfng of“'.w.haf mqn knows abéuf the natural world, and frhel race for s»urvi’vql of a free. séciéfy in a '
vs"i.oﬂrlld Whe,-é' sci.enfific.'kno.i&ledge is .made'fhe supreme good by « muferidlisfi‘c‘:} and totally secular
- édciefy, h&Vé -rriade our bas;ica”)’-Un.sc.iehﬁfic and often onfiéécienfific 'ﬁpproach fomlly.u‘ni‘enable.
| No church will be able to mlmster to fhe people of the nuclear age if it refuses o come fo grips Wlfh
'fﬁe problems of mdn's léd‘rhing conéerning thz nature of his physi‘ccl world and of himself. We Forgei“ i‘hc.i"

half of the people now hvmg in the United States have been born since Pearl Harbor, omd it WI” not
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o _Y be long unhl fhe vosf ma|or|fy of Amerlcan cn‘lzens know nofhmg af all experrenhally of' rhe pre-—b R

| 'nUcleo'r"og‘e' A church wlncln conflnues to preach and cct on’ presupposmons which deny or rgnore )
'.01 oh ly supetﬁcmlly cleol wrrh fhe reolmes of l'he nuc,ear age rs obvaously conduchng a holdmg
' operofron fo preseWe d kmd of res’r home for oged people who are sooit l‘o deraorl‘ ‘rh!s mon al scene

The drmenSIons of fhe screnhfxc revoluhon in.our hme are no more clearly evrdenceol i‘l’:cm in:

' .qfhe realm of educo’rlon. An avolahche of sch00l chlldren llke we have ne‘rer expenenced before Ib

-'--:i-;‘descenclmg upon us. By 1985, gusr l8 yeors qway, fhere wrll be over lOO mllhon people in hus ,

counrr belwee“ 5 d“d 24 ears of g8, and i'he oceu hon for mosi of’ them WIll be “sfudenl " e
| 24 Y pa :

'll' rook l87 years Qﬂ‘er fhe l’ounding of our republlc For school enrolmenf to reoch rlne peak of 53 9

e mlllnon in 1965 By 1985 ll‘ Wlll have soorecl somewhere berween 70 ond 80 mlllaon. A Few yecns from

o now over one-fhlrcl of fhe people in lhls counfry wi ll be sfudenls._
Consrder ’rhe need for reochers ln 1940 rhere were l lOO OOO elemenh:try, secondary, omd
"’»‘.v'fk'c'o'l-lege‘ f'eochers ln l966 rhere were 2 507 000 ’reochers. ln 1974, seven yeors owoy, we Wlll lndve

; .'ff3 083 OOO reochers. : ln less rhon lO years we wrll have mo a fecchels vohng fhon Fou mers. The »

S 'growrh mdusrry of Amenca is. educohon ln l956 57 a i'ofol of 21 8 loullron dollars was Jpen‘r For

0

‘.__.;educcmon The l966 67 educohonol expendlrures hove doubled ro 43 l bllllon Tl’ns flgure w:ll

‘ésncreose to over 60 bllllon by %974 75 | (i -

| Consnder lhe cosf of college educahon onol opply ’rhls 'ro 1he currenl~ perplexmvg pr oblem of fhe

Southern Bophsl college. : Just lO years ago we were spendmg on overoge of $l 426 pel college
'sfudenr m our Amerncon oolleges By l965 l‘l’\ls had reoched $2 l48 per srudenf oncl loy 197.3 n‘ wrll

_have risen fo $2 648 per sfudenr Tlm does nor include Cdpl'l“dl ou'r Iay, bul only currenr expend:'fures‘. i
V"»thn‘ does ’rhxs soy fo a. denomlnohon \vhloh is conhnunng to exfend lfself lo esfcrlollsh new colleges |

~ ’whl_le in rhe fooe of}rlsmg, cos_fs, conhnues fo ra'lk unrealls’rlco lly_abo‘ur supp.or‘i' of these mstnru’rlons? |

A 'Februc:ry‘ 13, 1967, article lrom the Wall Street Journel reporrs .fhefollowi_ngrdlswrbingﬂlne :




..: :bemcff'ibn Fr‘c‘jm 'fhe For_d Foundofibn "We are now foundmg colleges at the rate of 20 or more a yec:r;» i

E :_-“ is eshmofed thf m 10 years we w:ll be foundmg fhem at the. rcm, of one a week ", The commumfy.’; i

"dnd”iuhlo_r co_Hege vaetne’ni;_Will,con__finu’evto expand until we shd” likely reach a point at which_

' fwb years of c‘ollége'edu’cqfioh'wiﬂ 'b‘é'ih,i‘he economic and geogrdphicdl' redch o’f'every Arﬁer"icdnt-'

:;hlgh school gruduofe. Denommdhoncl co”eges whlch hqvc been dependeni upon fhe sfude‘-ni" of
: : ceds oy : IR s
T needéﬁcq sma” conhollcd college c

1modesf meuns and c:bnhfy or‘ oF a rdi‘her llmxted bockground

- (.nv l.ronmenf ‘w: i havAe to. seek for ofher reasons for e><|s’renbcee Thaf mdrkei W|H hkel)’ be large|y
o f‘_'v.exilr»\dusfed b)./ fhe comrﬁunlW und iax SUPPorred 2’“)’eo| mshfuhoﬁs ” It is obvmus i’hai‘ aradu(u'i"e:.si‘udies o
wn !l |nc;rf;a'ose‘and bec‘ome more: demandmg, nequmng beHer prepored ’re'acherc and @ Iurqer .”;VeSfme“f |

o m hbrary cmd reloi'ed ch‘lii'iés. The greatesf compehhon, however, be\‘ween fhe ax»*supporfed cmd

'.-:fhe denémmohonal céllege wnll be in the seorch for compefeni' profesaors. The dafFerenhcxl befween

| sa lanes offeféd in pubhc fax-supporfed msﬂfuhons and fhose whxch can be pcud by the denommahonal

: VI.‘cioHeQes is already weH mgh proh;bfflve; The Qap wlxll h.kely increase ra’rher fhom dlmlmsh ThIS o

’.;-':‘b.‘fpresenfs fhe denomma’nonal college wxfh a.re‘ctl crisis in |fsleffori's fo. do quahfy work wh:ch wxll permli‘ f"(: .

‘ n‘ 'i'o sfayv in: busmess és a Flrsf clcss .ms; 1;‘uhon of ingher Iéarnmg k | ' | ;

f h” is’ noi alone m ’rhe area of ofUdbnf enmlment, cos’rs, and relafed muffe;s fhai‘ f"he denommcxhonal .
i ’v:coHege oF rhe 70'5 w:H facﬁ a cr:s:s, bufalso in i‘he area of fhe nafure of ms’nuchon. The emphdsis |

- ‘::w;” be on i’lembthy. Studenfs WI” llkely rﬁove from ‘Iecfures and derﬁonsfrahons by g:ﬂ'ed feachers‘ s

A"‘xn gnanf lecfure halls fo smaH semmms or fo cubncles equupped wvfh eleci‘romc teachmg cnds. Compﬁf@rsi

’_,WIH be i'he key to th:s md:vnduahzed educohon, as they wnH in many areas: of Amencun hfo. Teochmg T

: f:ji;machmes Wl“ be wxdely employed at qll levels of educahon. Someone has called fhe compufeu "i‘he
i ',greui‘esf i‘hmg fo hnf educahon smce Johann Gufenbug mvenfed movable fype, » _’

Educqhonal confeni“ as weH ds mefhodology will chcmge in. fhe next decade. Thls is bemg SR

- o '-fmced upon us by unbehevuble rop:dl’ry m iechnologlcal developmen’r oufmodmj many of fhe specnflc SR




O

Skl”; léarned in fheﬂ classr.c‘mm even foday Currncul.a w:” cmphasnze feachmg, not bwlv\o‘i' the focts N
| jare, be how st udents can’ gafher the Fac’rs fhey need ana |yze fhem and make decnsnons. The emphc&s »
"fWI“ be on Ieurnmg how f§ ledrn Co‘nsfvanf remeducahon Wl” be ‘rhe domcmd of the fufune Ii is
B Vsugges.ted for: e*ample, fha‘f an eﬁgmee? gmduahng frc*n college odéy wxll hqve 10 bx, re~ nduccxiud
Four times durmg his career in order fo réhom abreosf of fhe developmenrs in hns field ond be able

t hus ’ro work effechvely

The role of fhe federal governmehi' in fhls explodlng fleld 01 educa’rlon is. no’r hkely i‘o dlmmlsh 3

' bui~ ’ro mcreasa. Soufhem Baphsfs cannof conhnue to delcy makmg some kmd oF gudgmqnf of fhe
..chances of surv:val in ’rhe f:eld of hlgheu educqhon apqri' from rhe re-evc1 luahon of oun hadtilonul
‘with regqrd fo sepqrahon of church cmd sfafe. It seems mevntab!e fhoﬂr we have fwo gHemahves.’f-' ;

;,-.

: pos

.k."One is to gef ouf of fhe busmess of’ hugher educahon excepf For the semmarles, and fhe o’rher is fo ' g

L fmd some woy of usmg tax do”urs in our schools wufhouf comp\omlsmg, or/feehng i‘hm‘ we me com~ - g

L ,/ .

‘ promlsmg, our. rehglous Freedom

3 Technologz
The cpghcahon of screnhfrc break‘rhrougho fo fhe produchon of tools cmd the provusnon of
{ rvxces isla. fomihor and Thoroughly documenfed s’rory I doub’r fkai n‘ wnll serve any Jseful purpose EEL

ﬂ"i‘o reVIew n‘ in detanl here dl’rhough I fhmk it is. lmporfcm’r to recogmze i‘haf fechnologlcal developmeni‘s

e profound ly cfféc' bu’r Ilves and wa H conhnue fo do so, cmd thu ccmnof be |gnored by Soui'hem i

"huve a shmy, chrome—plated, gddgef—ﬁ”ed world of fomorrow. In fh\, mxmedmfe fui une ihe compu’rer

(ond mlcroﬂ lm will mc:ke nf possnble to compress a mnlhon pa ‘es of prmf mio a siuck of 3 x5 cardv fou

o T ‘f-;:(
.'mche?‘ngh (}nd atbkin
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/' a li‘m.if‘ed and vmirler place in fhe Arﬁericd of the 1‘9’70[5. There will be a 100 million cars clogging

“ lhe hlghwcys and sireets of the nahon, an increase of 35 million. That is a happy fhoughf. The
gross ncmonal Pr oducf wnll hqve mcreased by 1975 to 1000 billion dollars from lls preseni* rcri'e of

' :1600 lo:lhon. lelephones Wlll be commonly eqwloped with viewers so that one mczy nof only hear bui‘ |
_s’eé.fh'e" pe’rso‘not fhe other ‘end of _fhe. lin_é. Au_fo_mcmon wi lI make it hoss:ble to produce_the‘sdme 'a'rhouht .
| 'ieflv:goe'cls' novl/‘ ‘F‘>r‘educed‘ wil'h ‘en"e-feni'h o'l"v l'he ldb.or Ferce. The iyhelicai‘it‘)ns of this fact dl'ohe are

.. Sldggerlhg. The whole area of lenslure time qnd the cieative use of hour nef'sp‘en‘i‘ oh one's l"ieb'offer[

M*‘WwMJ
PR proporhons. As it has been said, the world oF fomo: row moy ofFer

i.-_fhe church a challenge of 4

us an opporfunll‘y to concenfrui‘e on the pussuit of the good the beauhful and fhe l‘rue. l’r is poss:blc :

‘,J_thuf fhe Amerlcan cmzen, ai’ leasf, may be del:vered from the age olcl anXIefy of havmg to labor

L ‘b’mcsf of h|s clayhghf hours in order i'o earn l’llS lo read The WOrl< week wi ll drop fo 36 hours in l976 and

B i_om eshmqfed 30 hours by fhe year 2000 The effecf whlch fhns may have upon fhe chunch and m program

' -'provokes fhe mosf serious ‘rhoughf.;-, -

4 Seculanzahon..-

ln fhe mlroduchon fo h:s now fcmlllonr book The Secular ley, quvey Cox begms by saying,

'ﬂ;""rhe‘ rlse of urban cnv:llzahon cmd fhe collopse of frc:clmoncl rehglon are fhe ‘l‘WO main hallmarks of
ollr ercl cmd ‘are closely rele’fecl movemenfs.‘ Urbclmzcﬂ'lon conshfufes a maeswe chomge in'the way men

. f‘-hve {ogefher_ . Secu l(]l‘lZClhon, an equally ehochal movemenf, .marks a change inthe woy vmen grasp
and‘undersfa.nd fhen- hfe tonether. , eculanzchon is fhe precess by whuch men accept o world v:ew' _
‘“‘,f»wnfholJll‘ reference fe uny ulhmufe and ei'erndl ohmensnon. i lS, in short, fhe dssumphon ’rhdf man's |

gl’.ro’ral llfe may loe unclersrood and susfmned w:fhm hme and by means of men s OWn efforl's to produce ’rhe ‘
‘ kmd of world i in. Wl’\lCl"l he wan’re to lnve. | |

" The impcef ,of secularizat‘ion can scqrcely be over-emphasized in the Christian community.

" Secularism does not trouble ifself with questions about God. It simp"ly%a’esupposes that such matters
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e.r:e\ fofd Hy ir_rrelevdr.t’r.,' il(l,_erll. Heim ihi_'f.Chri'éfi‘an' Fqi’r.h-‘dnel‘.‘qufu‘ml Sciénce,."_“hq:sj.pp'f it plalnly
| n B;J‘f 'rodq‘f there ie growirvmg_‘up in ev‘.er' ithedsfn‘g:degtr‘ee e generation eF 'pe.ople' who.dre v‘separdfed
from any kind of Cﬁurch by a far }deeper 'gujlf' 'fHan were the 'a'i'hei's_fs':dhd 'e_'r_l‘i‘i-‘c:.lericdvllsf. ef eariy_:fi'n"\es;.‘ :
| These‘: g‘erlmubine‘ '_rﬁen 6\°'fhe worid' can be ifec‘_ogniie_d precisel)f by the fact that the f_ljnddmenfel ' .
quesr_ions—.—s‘,ﬁeh:.quesff.ons cu's,.‘;Ho_w.gen_' G'od _c‘:‘H.evx.' it?" or _"Yef,-Godv says no.fhih»g?'%—-idre no ioﬁéer :
menri'ened_ef.‘afl_>by ‘rh"ese‘f"rue_‘secfb_lqr‘ir’s:'fe.:-". | e | :
5 BeFore' we dec'iae to ?ee':éefry fou‘i rhé '”seceilar.i’»s.i‘ fwe n“eedb to b'é 'r"eminvde‘d fha’r; hebdoes' :eo'f. f‘éél” .‘ o
;hat |’HS hOl’lZOh of In‘e is shroeded in obscurlfy or ’rhof he has deprthd hlmself of one of fhe comrerfs .
| ef fhxs mor’ral o}der. He Feels,‘ rarher, fhaf he has- been released from all of fhe supershhonsvwhleh
ji_f..q_reei‘ed feql.'_; gUlH‘, ’qnd cm'xne'ry m"htsiwea!{er' brof_hef, H,e' may be s‘erjl.ou_s ly _co_'ncemed wnj'_h :ei‘hl:cvql_
g : maHers andfeelfhe needfodevofe hlmselffo fvhe.cvre.qfi_oﬁ' ‘o_%.jq"béﬁe} earfhlyorder ‘-j:vB_'uf»h‘e .‘seesv “,01‘:,._ -
,;:‘-ef;err_mle'l divrr;eﬁs’ien?fe“‘rh_ié. efforf ?i e L ¥ -
Thegrowfhofseculansmns, m my vnew, one uf the ma]or vmrks offhls century. The Church R
;»_fﬁ.'d‘avre not.. ;gnere its effecfs ' ” | | | | |

5 Pohhcs.

There wn” be more governmenf in fhe 70‘ S nof less. The clomor for srafes nghfs loses its

o *"pomi' in ‘rhe hghf of mcreased mbamzahon of fhe coun’rry Boi-h ﬁohhcol ond fax bases oF i‘he pmsi wnllv T
reqmre rev-‘examl.nqhon as ’rhe proeess of urban;zaflon eonﬂnues. Tne memmofh problems oF fhe Jreai‘ |
i’"urban centers w:“ make unfencble many of our currenf poimcal sfrucfures. The Supr eme Courf 5 decnsxon
.-QF ol.nve mem,v one vofe, ‘ lqun mdlcahon of fhe rec:pprclsal oF pollilcal lelSlons in fhe counfry. If hes |
been pomfed out, by way of example, ’rhof the s’rate of New Jersey wnll shorHy be reduced i‘o bemg : |
_ snmply the meefmg pomf near Prmce’roﬁ of two gmnf cmes--—New York ond Phnodelphm Alreddy

the urba'n _cenf_ers’ are the: _real hubs of fhe eastern seaboard.
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The Chqrch's résphns'é to this fyh_é of éhc:’”enéef must be one 'o.fhfcxcihg fhé-geh’ﬁfhe issues of fhéf ":_: o

e day chd of h'el‘r;ring péoplg_r;‘,‘undérs‘mnd what is ot stake. |

' 6. E_c_:ymehism.v -

The Ecurn'ehical ﬁrovehrenr is o’né'of-'rhe most iively signs ir'\ éonferhporary'Chri's;riran.ii‘)'/v'. .,E-\'/.'idehces &
L of ts prochccrl lmphccrrlons qbound on every hand vahcan Council H wads an evénf whn‘:h may prove
as r:rucnal as' Luiher s nmhng his Nmeiy«-Fwe Theses to fhe door of fhe church at Wlﬂ“enberg. Everywhere '.‘. -
: m.Chusrendom rhe fr esh air: of reupprmsal of orJr separqfeness is blOWIng ' Excepf csvmong fhe}’nos’r |
i agér’gsrre arrcl among-the mosf susprcrous fhere is In‘fle ralk. of "one@wor ld. church" in rhe sénse §F a |

_':fsfrucfural umfy Buf everywhere in Chrlsfendom rhere is yedrnmg to sense fhe reahty of the one l

T body in Chrllsfv a dey whrch rééogmzes and respec’rs rfs saverel memaers. Baphsfs can: l”"ﬂfford fo
e ‘--:ijremaln crloof fmm fhe hvély movemenf rhaf is brmglng rhe Church of Chusf aogefhel h If is hlghly .
| unhkely rhat a posmon of denommahonai nsoldﬁomsm cdn be regarded as vmble by i‘hé 1970'5' o
| Also, a yearnmg wnthm ro be renewed mrlrks ’rhe life. c)f fhe comempordry Church Thls, foo,
}';r.mc‘1>.': be clossed as c: Form of er:umenrsm,. mus’much as it khows no denominahondl Imes or bmrrrers. o
Thr oughouf rhe Church i'here dre effor’rs at. renewol rhwrhrd makmg H‘e Chrrshhn ‘CG"H‘ relevqnf qnd
""’}‘vrfal in fhe hVes of rfs adherenfs. The ht‘erdfure on rhrs sub[ecf is well mgh mexhaushble.} 'ihe ‘-j
."‘-H‘."b;bhogmphy at rhe end of fh|s paper cames a hsf of a number of helpful c*uohes dona\ in 1h|s area The

»omounr and the serlousness oF rhe Irrerafure produccd is mdncahve of rhe slgnsfmcrnce of ‘rhe movemenf

f 'f,.OW'a rd réh‘ewo-'l :

7 Theologncal emghases. _

dehsfs ccmnof lgnore fhe lmphcohnns of fhe theologrcal deveiopmenfs in our. dozy Screnhflc
&chlevements w:l;l no Ionge_r”permrr us fo preoch a docfrme of on ecrfh—cenfered umverse.- The God
we beheve in must. be great enough to be the Creator of a universe vaster rhcm man!’ s mmd can imagine.

_therwrse we shall have commlt'red rhe error sugges'red in rhe hHe of J. B Phrlhps book "Your - |

God ls Too Small Karl Herm cnfes an i 'ergsting cqlculqti_,dn_hqsed upon._sc_ientiﬁc_dai-q..which placed
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fhehlsrory of rnan in proper perspechve. Le‘r usdssume,. he sqys, 'H’\Cli‘ the eorfh is 2,850 mllhon yedrs -
"’old IF we consuder fhls a doy of 24 hours, from mldmghf fo mldnlghf fhen ‘rhe end of fhe "si‘e“dr |
age," that is, fhc dwakenmg oF organic life on our planet does not occur unhl 10:51 P. M., the |
B "dppeardnce of man of 22 seconds bcfore mxdmghf, and the wnoie of whor is oalled vvorld Brsm}y",
Hmcludrng all rhe es’robhshmenfs of sicn‘es, fhe wars befween nuhons,A rhe |deo|og|col s’rruggles, fhe
| confllcfs oF rhe faiths dnd the foundation of rehgrons, ’rdkes place in the los’r fhree-—i'onfhs of a second
“ In fhese crrcumsrdnoes isit nor mcredlbly..presumpfuous for s humon bemgs fo assert rhor on Iy fheSe
lo;r lnsfonces in fhe developmenf of the mdmmo Is are. ”hlsfory ond that everyrhmg whnch preceded A
.fhem was merely a nCl'l‘Ul’dl process » |
Helm goes on to ta Ik dbouf ihe Indfure of rhe.unlverse. He pomfs ouf fhoi‘ our solar sye’rem is
f'on lv o. pdn‘ of fhd’r lens—shoped cosmlc |slqnd whnch |s.represen’red by our.gu loxy, and fhls hds a
‘v".‘::.idxclme’rer of obout IOO rhousand hghr years (reckonmg rhe velocnry of llghf as ]86 282 mlles per second)
“ 'VEven WIfhm i‘hls one go ony there ore eshmored to be abouf 100 rhouscmd mllhon hghr emli'hng si‘drs of
.' the sq.rnje kmd‘_as our -sun Yef it is fodoy supposed that fhls M| Iky Wcuy is: only one cosmlc |s|dnd dmld
hundreds of 'rnﬂ.lions:.o# sdlmn‘lar |slcnds,, SOme of them combmed in still larger :sysfems,, fhe,so-—cal-led :

s ’.'=¢lUs1'e‘rs, ond some vusrble ’rhrough our felescopes as sprral nebuloe And now mon, hls hny ephemer@:, o

o ’appeormg for a Few momenfs on g speck of dusi' m the cosmos ond vomshlng agom, ’rhmks fhai' he is rhe

f:_"'crown oF credhon, fhe cem‘er around whlch everyi'hmg revolves, cnd ’rhof fhe C| edfor oF dll ’rhe qoldxses '

Lo *hos come down fo rmse h|m obove oll fhe sfors'

One |s remmded of i'he old srory of rhe h‘rHe old lady who having hedrd such a leci‘ure on L

L "-;‘osrronomy prcyed‘ o Lord ‘we prqy fhat whar we have heard fonlghr moy nof be frue, buf if |t is true,

."ﬂwe pray. fhat nor mony people wull learn of it." The focf is, however, that your grdmmou schoolv
.'ghildren: q’_rei'l‘_edrni_ng of it every dd,y-' And the church which does not take fhis info_’ acoounf in its

understanding of God as revealed in Jesus Christ will soon be extinct. .
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' -‘We oon"no longer ig‘nvonr'e fhe‘roeliool-’rheo’_logion. While’f'he "God s DeOd""movem'enf'is.o
"ﬁmge, a sort of possmg focl, it neverfheless represenfs fhe feelmgs of contemporary mon fo o remorkoble o

' ‘degree The world of rhe 70'5 will loe more. fhon it is ‘rocloy a posf ~Christian world. Itisa sod,buf

| , wundemoble fact fhot for mulhfudes of people the reality of God is only a memory or-a ‘froclmon.,_ Gool

' ,no longer seems reol and presenr |n the llfe of mulhfudes of people ollhough fhe mfluence of Jesus

:Sl'l ll msplres conscuenhous persons who are seekmg to llve fhe good l:l’e. ,

Trodlhonol church progroms bosed upon ochvmes, meefmgs for fhe purpose of. mee'rmg, general

RN comorodene ond fellowshlp, ore mcreosmg ly lrrelevcmt ond wvll hove llﬂ'le mfluence on fhe lIFe oF

Americo in fhe 70'5 ' Such churches muy conhnue to be ploces of reluge ond comfon‘ f’on thOSe who e

= ‘wanr fo ovoxd conlroversy, buf the very focf fhon‘ fhey are l‘l’!lS kmd oF mshfuhon 1end«=rs fhem mcapable 2

of hovmg mfluence in fhe llves of fhose who dre gomg to he mokmg decnsxons in fhe nexf decode. i

A declmmg mfluence oF denommohons is mevnfolole as rellglous plurollsm ond i‘he desnre fo )

o 1 _-Wlll conhnue fo be cm xmporfonf ospecf oF Chrlshon ln‘e in Amerlco. The ddys of lsolohomsm one obou% 5

N Anah'er”sigmr:cam ‘chdn’ge :n"r‘h'e 70's will have to do with lhe. und'fersfohding of 's'céipmre; . lhsssfence“f

:upon fhe llferol meomng oF oll of fhe B:ble |s no longer d fenohle posmon among people who are educ,o’red

‘i»‘and fhe educohon of fhe Amerncon people Wlll be a generol mork of fhe 70‘5. : .We con only hope to

survnve wufh l‘l’lIS l<|nd of bnbhcol mferprefohon lf we ole olole fo malnfcun a kmd of spnrui*uol

ii-;schnzophremo gmong our people. Th:s |s fo soy, fhey w:ll l|ve in one world of leormng and ‘rhen |ump

er’ mfo onofher world when lhey come fo chunch ond fhe i‘wo connoi' hope fo meef Ir is mpossnble _'

= io belleve fhoi‘ l'l"IlS sorf of condmon wou ld be elfher heo lthy or wxdc_ly occepfed

8 World polmcs.

. The e‘ylclence ol’ a .rapplochomenf between the United 'Sl“des and Russia is impreSslve. 'Hopef‘ully

. The alternative

' some"kind 5f olo—exisfence can be seen as.d fenob_le position for boi"h‘worldpqwers,.




B m ’rhe nelghborhood of 3 4 bllhon, by ]980 li' W||| be 4. 3 bl“lOn ond by fhe year 2000 6 6 bllhon., o s""

| ."'.:f}._-'Alrecrdy opprommofely 2 bllhon of the people of rhe world are chromca”y hungry, cmd rhe prospecf of rhe

L '_‘4‘5000 Soufhern Bophs'r mlssrondrles around rhe world is nowhere wrfhm rhe presenr range or" dchnevemenf

C._~155_

or-‘.worl'.d'w'o'r is foo frlghrfulfo .confemplote:, "fhe'_.70‘s'» vwiAII h’e mdrkecl by increosed :press,ures";ro‘;«./qrd' '
| n’o{viono»li—sm and self;dererrninafion on the part of the'new, srnci” cmd underdeveloped V.counrrres'. |
' "';“Tronsporrohon, com.mumcahon, wor id rrade; and world polmcs witl make rso!cmomsm even mone -
“ '-:.»uni'encrble than it is foday for fhe Umfed Sfofes The gr owmg problems relofmg to rhe explodlng

. popu Iohon con be' on’rucnpared to become more dcu’re.» Whereos rhe World popu lation roday is comewhere

jjfm‘ure in fhls regard is almosr mconcelvable. _One cannoi' help bur ralce queshons as ’ro rhe role of

e fhe Church m missxons in such a world s:iuohon. The hope and proyer ’rhof we mlghf one dciy hove L

_;:Y_Neverfheless, such o rcsk force m fhe hghf of world popu lahon grc-wrh seems mcrednbly msngmfrcanf

G lf er requnre a maruxe Church fo deal wrfh world problems m a reohshc mdnner.- S

S ,91 ' D'eclme ’of- -‘fhe ChUrch's»-mFluence..! 2
If is commonplcce fo remork z‘haf fhe younger generahon lS |mpcrhenf wri'h fhe si‘o’rus quo. It
probably qlways has been Neverrheless, i'here are ominous srgns of 'rhe Church's dechne in lnfluence,

nor ihe !eosf of whrch is the olarmmg dechne in rhe number cmd quchry of condrdufes for rhe pasroml '.

mlnlsi'ry Sfephen C Rose, in hls hook The Grcss ~roots Church dec lores rhof rwo-thlrds of fhe

;E ‘currenf crop of rheologlcal sfudenrs in fhe semmorres do nor wonr ’ro go mfo the’pastoral mmlsrry HThai" i
:v__:'S’eems to me ro be a rafher hlgh percen’roge, ds ' WOUId hqve ploced it neorer one h“'f b”* e'ﬂ‘e" Frgure:-i
: IS olarmmg. | The srmple facr ns fhar rhe Church no Ionger seems ro rnany’o conscuenhoue young‘pers‘on”v‘7 |
‘o vuable ophon for rhe lnvesrmen’r oF hls hfe in mmlsi“ry | There i hHle redson ’ro suppose thar fhe )

o 1970'5 w:H mark a reversal of fhls frend owcuy From/he trodlflonol church. e

;o 10 _S_oc,lol concerns.‘.‘ '

The 70's will be characterized by increasing probiems in the rne‘i'ropo'lirqn,oreos, by _‘rhe' sickness
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: of thp "j gnner;cnfy, _ and by all of its qundanf ev:ls of slumc ‘crlme, delmq‘uency, |lleg|hmacy; racml
lsfrlfe, olcohollsm, drug adcllchon, ete. | | E
OF specml concerrl to the c*hurch is i-he upheaval pf value sysfems in our socnefy An‘eﬁample of

'..l‘l'\IS upheaval is ‘rhe revoluhon in sex morc:ll’ry Ali‘hough a greal deal of i'qlk has gone on abouf l‘l‘llé ': -

- sub|e cf, some of it mcllcuhng fhai‘ sex moraln‘y is not bas;cally changmg buf fhcxf we are falkmg aboui‘

Ut more openly, it seems unllkely fhof this i is ‘the exfenf of fhe condmon. Even w:fhm Chnshan

bcwcles fhe concept of sn‘ucshon efhlcs is bemg cccep’ted as o proper bOISIS for the express:on of
sex'ual beh_aVnor_. Y

o Thé'prohlem ofl'fhe accepfdnde of lhe Negro in Americé.n' Isociefy'vl/ill vé‘ccieler‘cn*'e"ln Vt‘h'é 70'“'

Gk '_'#V',’-Undoubi'edly fhe hme w:ll come in 'l'hIS decade when it wnll be lmpossnble for fhe Church lo conhnue

to lgnore l‘l’llS problem as a Chnshan soc:al concern. .

o 7n THE RENEWAL OF OUR DENOM!NATION
l come now fo fhe second pcxrf oF my efforf and confess at fhe oufsel fhc’r fhls is fh mAOr.é' cllfﬁculf _
‘ -vasmgnmenl‘, namely, to suggesf whcd‘ Soufhern quhsfs may do in the 70's to revulahze ihen el’forls.

fjAs my most ardenf admlrer and capable crmc, my wsfe, oﬂen says, b am beﬂer at dlagnosss i“hom o

S prescnphon. l suspecf fhaf fhls is o common affllchon. i lrv The Grqss—roofs Church Sfephen ,

K Rose fdlks abouf the ‘l‘-lt’Fll' ha If of lhé 1960'5 as bemg a flme of almosf umvetsal aclmlssmn oF i*he |
"'f'Church's fcllure.v He remarks lhqf Remhold N|ebuhr summed up h|s afmude lchu'd Amencun e
‘ ;."._Protesfanhs'm.'m oné'devhsfaflhg WOrd. : -T-he church, he SGIClv : .has bec'ome "l‘l‘lVlCll’ " Ro'se éoebs‘o'nh'.,,l”
.Hlo”comme»nf pn fhe rash of bo.oks whnch h:’r fhe mplrkel callmg for renewal ol the church : "\' e were

o munclafed wn”h vns:ons of solemn qssemlolles, suburbm cc:phv:’ry, comForlable pews, and ewmemcal

""‘-.‘V‘_f_sconcla ls on. Mcln Sfreef L Scarcely @ rellglous gafhermg was held he scucl "without i'h'e‘presénce’of

“an :conoc lashc |el~age cnrcunf rnden who, l"or an honorarium, flagellafecl fho oudlence with vmons

N

of Chrlshcn wrelevance in our time. "
- vlvndsfqrv:ds p_ossi_hle_‘l:d‘o not wish to be another of the jet-jage circulf’ri_ders'_dml,‘ as fai as the
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honororlu'm'goes, 1 f,eel like the fomilior_ Figure on the rail being rldden out of town: " If it weren."t
for fhe honor of the fhlng, I'd as soon walk." 1 do not opprooch fhrs part of my ossrgnmenf wn‘h
er‘rher rhe cn”rn‘ude of "crll is Well M or al,l_rs losr.- oomewhere in loerween fhese ’rwo lles my deep |

' concern for fhe relevance ond hea Irh of rhe Sourhem Boprlsr Convenhon. : l do belreve fhor much of

o "our presenf denommohonol orgommrron is’ obsolere, rhof few local congregohons are. more fhan vaguely

: awore-‘of-why atfendonce,'mf‘erest‘ oncl_ genurnerc_Onversrons are declmrng. I clo belreve n‘ is'no longer e
'-posuble for us ro survive as a ma|or relrgrous force in rhns coun’rry w:rhouf serrous re-evoluuhon cmd - -:-'"'?f"
- mre-dlrechon Whe'rher or not l cun suggesl useful d:rechons rhal dre worfh lookrng mto wrrh deprh

B ‘-remoms ro loe seen.'

L . Greafer Openness _'
Soufhern Bcrphsrs, ri' seems ro me, whlle grvmg rhe appcoronce of self—ossurance i‘o rhe porni‘ '
Fl[”'of cocl(mess, have concenrrdred on keepmg rhe blmds drcwn and fhe doors locked ogomsf rhe posrr—

" '_'bl lli'y of someone else in Chrrsfendom loemg crble fo mfluence us’ fo ccnsrder |deos ofher l'hor" our own.

V-'.le’lIS essenrrally unnecessary preoccuporlon wrrh ourselves rs a clearl glve-away of our lock of ossurance.'

jWe hove somehmes grven fhe rmpressron rhon‘ we were afrdrd ro hear whaf otlner people hove ro soy
: lUnder rhe gurse of wcmhng fo preserve i'he purrfy of our docfrme we have reolly been tellmg everyone

o Sn _Chrrs’rendom rhof fhe only woy we can loe ceri'am fo remain unclri red is nor fo expose ourselves 1o

o _-":'il_‘whor orhers ore soymg. Thc mosr obsurd cmd selF defechng expressron of rhls necu ly poranord

B fmem‘olrry of ours - has been our msrstence rhar everyone who speoks to us be one of us ar convenhons,
' : : ~ : - are '

T 'f.-"rel'reors, ei'c. lodoy rhere ore Romon Coi‘hollc fhrologlcol schools in ihls country who/wnllmg to-

employ a Profesronf ’rheologlcm on rhe foculry, bu’r we rorely frusr ourselves i“o have a Merhodrsf oh
' rhe progrom o ergecresr
l am encouraged loy ‘l‘l’llS kind of meeting. | am sure that a grear cleol more goes on lhon we

oursrde reolrze, oncl rhar you are qurre owore of the tides in. Chnsrendom, and not |usf the ripples of
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‘ our convenfion. - Y‘e'f‘i",r"is d.regrei"foble_sfccf that -our image qu Sourhern Baptists has been that of
pééplé sdfiéfi‘ed wrfh f.h'eir' own n‘or‘nericdii 'growfh o_nd hrghly Quspicioue of ofhe'r':Chr‘i._sQi"idns.
| A greofer openness oerhaos dWélfS a greofer degnee of maturlfy Only the mdrure and secure
“':c_on-beor.fo.,’he open: Only fhosel\r\/ho are unfhreo’rened by dn‘ference of op‘lmon can h\re in ’rhe ’
fre"eclom of ‘disd.gvreemenf in loxv/ev As yei unfor’runately we the not demonsfrqfed a great. degree of
:th;s mofurlfy ThrouéhouiL our denomlnohon cmd in most of our churches the prevai hng phllosophv
.' ' "don ‘t.rock the boaf ! h‘ has hot been ‘many- years since we sqcrlflced a semmory professor who was
:q de\rouf.'Chricriqn dnd,o COnse‘ryotiVe scholor but who h_od i'o' go beccu‘se he erfe a book which was
‘.confroy_ersi‘ol_ ondwhlch was, therefore, a crime\cg_oins:t the divine rnisefon of the Southern vBopHs_r

R .v,:‘C‘on_\v/e'n’r:i’on.' ...lf"is os.-if fo' s‘oy-’rhof Chﬁéf-cdnnb‘r he s'er_ved excepf. in_ferm‘sv of fhe onyesf corann

v.’.sdenommoi'or ln fhe grouo | | | o

Nofhmg ccm 50 qunck Iy dlSSlpcl‘l'e a pcsror s mfluence as fhe rumor that he hos done or sald

o somefhmg fhot is gomg fo spllf the church or creofe c'onfrove’rsy ond dxssensron. " Thus we have -

-shfled creahvn‘y in progrommmg, dynamrcs |n worshrp, and prophecy in preachmg We have shuf

' off dlscussmn of socilal cohcerns as dlvmve fo ihe splrn‘ of fellowshnp and m|ur|ous fo i‘he fmancrql
o v'sfdfemen‘f.’_- A'cleon., fresh breofh of ci'r needs to blow fhrough',our Conven’rion dnd' fhrough our locol
S 'conérego’ri-ons Un’rll such opennesc can be‘achleved we con nelrher hooe ‘fo, learn onythung from other
- ‘Chrlshone nor mfluence other Chrlshons fo pay eerlous mmd to our own ms‘lghts concermng the nature
; »y of ChrlsiL s kmédom. Furfherm‘o’re, a.nd p‘erhops more froglcolly, wr’rhouf openness weé are Qomg fo be

" more vq.nd more rsolofed from i‘hel real world where Chrlsf rnusf be preoched |f redemp’rlon is ’ro fuke place. .

52 A Converted Chwch Membershlp

We who hove chcrmploned ’rhe doctrlne oF fhe baphsed behever have crowded our church roHs
v W_ifh‘_bapflzed Unbehevers. It 1 is as i the baptismal waters have spreod a “thin veneer of religiosity

over rncn'y‘ of us, form'dl_lly niden’rifying:u‘sﬂos Christians, but having no real effect upon the things that
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: moH_er 'ibn-‘our lvi.ves. | l am .quﬁe aware fhot -S‘ou'therr.l‘Bo’pHsrs are not unidue in this ‘offlicﬂor’;, but |
: d.o'no’rv ’que any c.omfon“-. in that. reoiizoﬁo.n. : |
We must do a beHer v|ob of wmmng people to 'rhe Lord Jesus Chns’r not bemg sohsfled merely
to gef fhe‘m baphzed There is cerfomly nofhmg sfcuthng obou’r that suggeshon HOWever, | ’rhmk
| we could not go furfher wnfhou’r acknowledgmg our condmon, Indeed we Soufhern Bopflsfs; who have SO !
l_o‘ng c‘rlvtlmzed' 'cu lture rel.lglorlr. os seen in Soufh Amer_mca and oi'her chUrch-dommqfed reglons, are |
perflous‘iy neaf to the de'velo‘pmenf of a culturdll r’elig'ioh oersel\)es'. There'dre'"‘-chUr‘c'hes fn wh:ch the :
§ .9-year -old who resists fhe bapflsmo[ waters is looked epon as. some kmcl of freak. IAﬁ.d.e'ed,. some of
us: pa.s’rors hove been so hard pressed to keep the waters s’nrrmg fhhf we hove dlpped down into the
lower anané; Thls is nof fo soy fhof we oughf fo set a m;mmum oge hmxi‘ on [ommg fhe church
,by professmn of folfh Af’rer aH, 11' is noiL ours to: regulate the Holy Spmi‘. It is fo say, however, that S
: ~so long ds we conhnue fo bop’nze people who show no ev:dences of regenerahon we mqy nof look
| forward to o. more consecrdted church As someone has wrlﬂ'en' ”So many in our churches are busn Iy
con’rmumg s.ome’rhmg they ne\./er onywhel;e deelsnvely began., One does not becomec Chrlshon by
recelvmg second -hand fhe fcufh oF h:s Foi'hers, no one becomes a Chr:shun m absenha,. or by defczuif
:. or by belng baphzed one dec ides fo Follow Chrxst ef os seek to. make "dec:dmg For Chrlsi'” more
,meon__l-ng_full The hme may come when only ’rhose who have mode genu! ne decusnons can be coun’red
: uo‘on ot all | . | | |
In i‘hlS c.onneohon, you mcy be Foml hor with 'rhe experlence of a Vnrglmo Baptist pastor,.
;-Rev. Walker Si'ockburger, who a few years ago led hus chuxch to ’rhe decnsnon to purge its rolls by
L requnrmgvfhose who wnshed fo remain as members of the church to mdlcafe their deswe to do so by
5|gn|ng a fenewol of their Chris’ri_an commitment. Approximofe_ly one half of the membership of the
"":hchefchbrefesed'fo sigh ohd we"reseb'seovuently dropoed from fke ckurch so_ll. You may disagree with

that church's method of trying fo determine who really took his Christian commitment seriously,
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buf | wou._ld'guess that those who remained in the church made it more viable institution of- Je_sus_',
Christ than it was before. How many of us church leaders have the kind of maturity that can
. accept such an "ensmallment campaign? "

3. The Revival of Church Discipline.

R Relofed‘f.o"fhe morrer of a converfed‘church’ membership'is the lUl'Qéhf heed to m‘e‘ef fhe rising
mdlfference, willful neglecf,‘ and posmve .mlschlef moklng whlch are |ndu|ged in by many church‘v
B members, porflculorly when fhey ore drspleosed Wlfh the sermons bemg preached from the pulplf, or
1'he decrsnons berng mode by responsrble bodies in the church In oddlhon fo these common examples '
;'of the breoch of Chrnshon Fellowshlp should Ioe oddeoi cases where personal mora | c.onducf is an. openv
..“voffense ogolnsf Chrlsfond his Church ‘Most churches hove some dlsmphnory.prowsuon ln fhelr monuols :
o_f‘ 'chu_rch order ondv.’r‘.he_i'r' ‘c.bovendm‘; cnd,’rhe‘focf‘fhot such pr_ovi"sions dre rorely ev_er 'in_voked._is a |
scondol upon us ‘bAsj._someoné'ho_s-‘soid, fhe 'church"is 'the..eos"r_esf cl'ulovin town fo join and fhe'horc!'e'sr fo
: gef ouf.._or. A mon ‘mo)r‘d_isr_uct \‘he feilo\r\/ship of the church : ossossr'note fhegoo_d' nome and fhe inf lu.'ence
: of his ;oos'tor, sow‘s_eeds_'ofoissens_ion.oncl susprc:on like_fores in fhe fie',_l‘dot mghf, _horis and bodger
‘ond.fhre‘oren‘,‘fond..oleple’fe' f.he splrn‘uol resoUrces of the entire .church.Fel_loWshic 'ro'rhe |ooinf of moking
_:i.’r'-incopohle.of ru IIf":i':lling i’rs_.mis'sion, no yet go on self—-ri.ghfeous'y"conf.idenf fhof ‘he is serving Jesus.
He moy wrfhdrow h|s suppor’r in proyer, in oHendomce, and i in fmoncrol con‘rrlbuhonond ho one is
: fernbly concemed obouf the fellowshlp of the church buf on Iy rhaf someone hos offended the dear .
,.brofher and it wou ld be nice to gef hrm to come bock ‘mfo fhe fold o
ln on mcreosmg Iy secular soc1et>r ln \rvhlch the church to save: n‘s soul will hove to be more
A drshnchvely fhe body of Chnsf, _l'|' is doubrful fhbt such flogranf obuses of Chrrshon responsnbnhty ican
be suppor’fed ISurely we need some leodershrp at the fop levels in H’\IS matter. How Iong has
it been snnce a senous effonL was made fo.exomme the church's responsrbl lity to dlsmphne'?

John Wes'_ley' was h fhe-habif of purging fheMefhodis_f sociefies of nominal members. All through
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| ni‘sf._JoU.rdn:ll fner'e are references to 'H‘HS practice. He was less impfessed with numbers and more interested
| .in qddiify and c{o-mmi’rmeniL vah qre_. mdny of us.’ One entry in the Journal recds: "The Socfefy; which -
~.For the firs’r year cons'i»éfed of anvé'sdd memloers‘, ‘i's now reduced to 400. But, dCco’rdino to the
' old proverb ‘the half is more 'rhan ’rhe wholé We shdll nof be ashamed of any of fhese when we speak
. »Lw:kfh our enemies in fne gate.” We beheve f‘hdf the qualliy of commn‘menf must be deepened before the
c'nurch ,can.-ho'p-e to be a'de"q'uate for ’rh-e latter third of ’rhe ’rwen’rie’rh cenfur y. ‘We are convinced that
fhe hope of the chuxch in our hme is fhe Forgmg within eqch local body of a corps of persons: who are
oWakened oommlffed to Chnsf and growing in fheir Chrlshan commltmenf. |

14._ ' Re—exammahon of our Success Symbols ‘

Alfhough most of us hdve our conSC|ences oroesed at this pomf, it is Ashll very dlfflculf for us to
'overcome fhe-fendency to ‘meds‘,ure Ol_J,TSU(.;C.eSS m ferms ‘Of's'eculor md‘rerlqhshc stonddrds. ‘Does i_’r,
really maﬁer,‘ howe;ler, if we‘hd\‘/e':‘l.‘()boﬂoo‘m_ing "ro SUnddy scnool and b"ringing.their Biloles u_nleés" those 'b
Bibl‘esl d're,b'eing used for eome‘rhAing 'rnore"f'han show? Or if ’rhe only use made of them is to read some
ghﬂ'le sna’rch of Scrlpfure unrelafed to anyfhlng in parhcular and sewmg only as a son‘ of springboard for
a lay sermon, hove we meally cccomphshed much° | | | |

Cdn we really defend fhe proudful manner in whlch we announce that we are the Idrgesf Baptist
c church in fown, or fhe sfafe, or in. ’rhe world'? In fhe light of Jesus Christ shou Id we measure our
:.veuccess in ferms of the size oF our budget or ourcom‘rrbuhon to fhe Cooperomve Program" How long can
we com‘mue fo‘ base our |udgmenf fhdf God hds vnsnfed his specml favor on Sob them Baptists because
of the remarkablegrowth.we ha‘ve evidenced |n numbers? Is ifv n,of:frue, for one fhfng, that the growth
_ argumenf has dek-fir‘ed Upon. us? Th‘e‘ﬂddifiohdi Southern .defisr states reporfed for exampee,
60,256 Fewe: bophsms in. ]965 fhcm they hod in 1955, and 27, QOO fewer additions by letter. Is it
possible thit when we run out of new terrl’rory, we may fmd ’rhaf we are ot growing as s fast as we supposed'?

Moreover, | foke small comfort in our gronh when | remember that 50 yedrs o’go WO_rld communism had
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a fofo“l of'f'evrer:’rhanvSO qd‘herenfs..

- The 'focf“.i's rha’r asv iong idsr wev insist on measuring our success .in ‘ferrr‘:é which. the secular worlcl '
‘dcé'.epte- as vdlid fha’r .|ong vre are 'préhably‘ going to be willing A’ro use the world's methods in af'rc:ining
"rhese g'ools Unhl rhe church is w:!hng to lose its life, as its Lord commqnded, it Wl” not fmd .r
Even as | write 'rhls, l flnd mysehc dlsfurbed by a sense of)«:epm con’rradrc’rlon. [ Fmd myself
i"--"rmpohen‘r as. | suspecf you dre rmpahenf to gef along wrfh n‘ fhcn‘ is, to sqy somefhlng specuflc, t0;

:'.-‘reH exac’r ly how the wagon can be leed Thls is part of our offhchon We are so mfrlfrafed by |
: ’rhe world ’rhof it srmply does not ocour fO:\US ‘rhcsr wrong ’rhmgs could nof be set rlgh’r rf we only hdcl a

mor.e efflcienr sef 'of rools, a hftlemgenuxry, ond a large meosure of e‘_n_erg‘y; ., T,hn_s r.s,whot | rnean-by

i’rhe wr.ong success symbols. : S sy A . o

5 Renewal Wlthm the Church

Responsrble churchmen ore sqylng fhuf denomlnahonohsm is no longer fencble S\‘ephen Rose

= conre'nds fhar m hls The Grqss,—roofs Church. -Others sho‘r_e’ hrs view that denom’mah.onul. s’rrucfures 'hov'e_‘

“servecl rhelr doy ond fhaf rhe church musf exrsr now only at rhe grass roors, drawrng gurdonce and

. supporr from wha’rever Chrnshcm sources |t may be able’ ro coll upon. thens, no‘robly men Ilke Gordon o
v

Fe ‘ Cosby (who grew up in o Vlrgmlo quhst home and marrled fhe doughfer of a Vlrglnra Buphsf preachel

' -.'}cmd recerved hrs ’rheologlcol educuhon at a Sou’rhern Bap’rrs’r semmary and who found denommofronal

v.lstrucrures mcupable of expressmg whaf he fel’r to be fhe hvely word of God) are saylng fhdt no’r only is

denommahonahsm oufmoded buf 50 |s rhe locql church Nor long cgo Cosby rold hls congregahon of fhe (.

| Church oF ’rhe Sovnour in Woshmgfon, D. C i'hof “fhe present msh’ruhonol srruc'rures of the church must
gnve ploce fo hew struci‘ures thqi‘ wx” be fhelchmch on: mlssmn. .. 1 am convmced ’rhot rhe ms’rlfuhonal
's’r'ru'ct'ures fho'r we know _c_zre': nof.-renewa.ble‘. " |

1 | 'hov‘évbegtJn thuS cbou’r rener/r/to [ i'n'order fo moke it plain that | do not share ’rhesevie.v&/s':.» It is

my conviction that church renewal is an objective worth praying for, strivingsgex for.and planning for.
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_ There are posri‘lve evidences of renewal both in our own denomination and in orhers. I this
comnection 1 commend to your close scruhny Richard Raines' New Life in fhe Church and Wallace

Fis_her, From Trudirion to Mission". Here are a Mefhodrsf and a Lutheran who have _recorded rheir

ekperienCes r/virh renewal.

e The key to renewal .in the »ch.urc'h"siervec_l by Rc‘ine‘s: has"been_ ini‘ensive Bﬂcle study |n small |q$/-’-|ebd '
Qrcucs.l qunes d‘i.s‘.covierecl‘ that the p'rinciplle' of hcinonicVWGs o workchle'one inthe 20th lceni'ury _W‘orld.

’ He fo'und ’r‘ha"r Ipeopleﬂwere'wivlling to consecrdfe'fhemselves to dn openness. in se’qrchingvaor the .rn'eaning:
| ,Zof God's word fhrough Blble sfudy cnd to grve fhemselves in commitment e

»-fo one anofher in such éepi‘h as fo crec’re genunne Chrls’rldn fellowship Ouf of the Blble study groups

came shared concern for ’rhe hfe of rhe church leodershrp of church orgamzohons, and power to move '

e _fhe rhurch to ger out into fhe world ond be rhe church.

Perhaps even more excmng is rhe reporf of the, ’rronsformchon of fhe Lutheran Church of Ifhe
j Holy Trlnl'ry ln Lancasfer, Pennsylvama; Thls old down fown church esrabllshed two years before the
i ‘?i-bm‘h of George Washmgfon, was descrlbed by her pcsfor as fhe s’ra’rely dowcger. f' She vrcs proud |
'and dead Wallace Frsher, a dynamrc preacher, saw precchlng as rhe Iever with wh:ch fo move the church
' .‘He ’ru‘rned the spofhghf of ’rhe Word of God upon confemporary problems, whrch prcved ro be shockmg :

' ond agomzrng ly drfflcu H' to bear for many of fhe more sedafe and Lonaervahve members of the )olwr)c&x

o church He fa Iked abouf blbllcal crlhcnsm cmd rhe mednmg o fhe Bible to conremporaly ||fe. HIS

preachmg was an lrrr’ranf to many buf was thrrlhng to mcny more who had never imagined that o

S sermon could ever be otherwnse fhcm dull as drshwofer.

He engdged m a series of dmlogues with members of@his church in mformql gafhenngs called
coffee and converscmon wn'h fhe clergy."” Here he hqd an opporfunl’ry to expldln to the schsfdchon |
of fhose inferesred the meanings' of his sermons omd listened to their objections, queshons and doubts.

) He_i'c_ok seri'ouvsly‘fhe- call to ’redching in the Bible school of the church and designed a statement




D4
'. v t.)f.commibfvme’hf' v((hi'ch.?qu sub'mi’ffe'ad i'o" each persbn who i‘ddghf in the Bible school with the fbequesf that
'i't be‘fs'ig.‘hed.qé a 'p‘rér.éq‘(,.'is,i"r:e‘a .for ’rédching. ‘He varied .the Bible’ teaching pl;ogrc:m, 'VOFfering huméroﬁs 3 :
: elective cour’sbeis in ddd'iﬁ.on to the én-ganized, traditional Bibie isfudAy cidsses. Eventudlly he was d.ble. ‘.
to :or_gan'irze‘d task-force of c.pnﬁm‘i"rfed loy unebarosbepkerssx " undér—éhepherds who dccepted responsibil'ity
m a g'iv_er}..g'eog-rdphicdl ;Jréa for looking after the s%zvilrbifuc‘l' n‘eed‘s of.fdmilies of the church in that dréo |
. gnd .Fbr.llc.qy-wifné‘s.sing to unchurched Fa_mi lbies. in »shc)rf{, here was qbc_hjrc:h .w"h.i.ch was frci:msfo‘rn}ed from

k a stale; 'du‘]l, rdufihejchurch px'og_rum.in‘fo a lively, committed and relevant body.of Christ.. -~
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There are doubtless many PdeDleq of renewal wlthlngour own denomination
“HWhy do we not feature suoh "pilot" ohurches, eneouraglng experlmentatlon
v"and innovatinn, rather than 1ook1n w1th SUoplCIOn upon those who ‘seek . to
eldo someth1ng‘d1fferent° The very nature of our autonomoue pollty ought

e;'fo make euch exnerimentatlon-and 1nnovatlon common , Unfortundfely, we
:Q:are not noted for our commendatlon of the non oonformist. |

' ’6,vdorﬂhig | | | }

‘ The ehﬁichment of worehlp 1s one of the most acute needs of our 5
_churcmes._ It 1s a commonplace that whlle we deplore "rltualism"'ln the:n
'7.more llturgical churches, our own serv1ce° are stflctly rltuallstlc, thét
1:k always beginning, proeeedlno and endlng in sec form. The only difference
;lS that our rltual is barren and meanlnglees,_made up by ourselve »by whim__ 

' or by ouqtom beglnnlng at no 1ogica1 pldce and ending dt none and having |

'-*nmnothlng of the depth and variety of Chrlstian traditlon behlnd it Often e ]

'fiour serv1ces of worshlp resemble the meeting of the local fellcwship c]ub ﬁen

We 31ng hymns subgeetively orlented dlrecting attention to ourselves

‘W,rather than to God ‘whom we have come to worshlp in Christ.~

From the leadershlp Of this Conventlon 1s needed a renewal of appre;;,'f
101atlon of worthp as oonfrontatlon of God by the bellever changlng Life -
*and relqtlonshio. We need a rene@al of the concept o; oorporate wor hlp

 _as helnw more thqn a Froup of indivm?ng%zhiomleoted in order veoarztely

‘.”to worship God ‘as 11 they were aq@gﬁﬁ@ of aoeembled upturned bottlee

lover whlch were - pomred the water of God ¥ grdce, a 11Lt1e bit hopefully

v entenlng eaoh bottle. Rather, people need to be taught that oorporate

WOPShlp is an experlence in whlch our nresence or abqence, our partlcipatlon

pvlnon-particlpatlon, our concern or unconcern all contrlbute to e@ﬁ«eu o

subﬁracﬁ from-fhe experlence oftthe life of the church, -

We needvte teach.peeple tnat worship is ndtvoptional; that chuncn

attendance is not an elective, that it is a witness, an active form of
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évgngelism. FWe must abandoﬁ the notion of ”preémhing atﬁendénce,“ Whll&m
fhé Sermon Will remain’a majOr pért ofvwoféhip, it is ev1dent taat the

wahlbﬂer Ln thﬂ pew Lo being deprived of the ful] meanlnw of the exm_
perlen@e unless he,is glven GCblVC enoauragement to pqrticipmte in. pra&a@.
énd JGorﬁturn LOﬂfeSSlﬁn and contrltion, ﬂbbo]uilow dnd thnk sgiving,
_petitiom’aﬂd"commltment. | | |
| iw@‘ﬁavé,an oﬁligatidﬁlnot_only'to nréSGPVQ.dnd make'u 56 of tPWdlthﬂa]
i f§fms or-horsﬁip lbut éié0’t0 bé*aﬁéfe of new- forms w1lch are @merging»-
ﬁAmong the many po siblé[;nnbvatibné'is th& opportunlty.to worship durlngv
tle week ~Lelsupe timé-éctiVitié%'dro revolutlon\zlng the week enda and
- sug;e t to the church providlng other occasions for worship and studyo -
7. »ducation * " - | .. ' ' o
I suggest 1n outllne a number of DOSSlbllitieb for P@Vlsion of our
 educat3onal emphaqe o |
'(l) Lllmlnate "worshlp servioev" in Sunday School departmento._ ThE s
miriatuvp ePVLCeS‘of:wor hlp not only tend to 1raw off the bupport .
.:of the corporate worshlp nxperlenoe w1th the entlre ohuroh body, but they
'1also conqume v11uable ‘time’ needed for Bible study. Purther . uch servic&&
.' dP frequently poorly don#and represent a carioature of worshlp° |
| ( ) Abandon assemblles and “cubby-hole" b1388r00m A vast amounb
:of_space is'oelng used in department ssemblies which Qre‘vacant and
| ﬁééiéSﬁ'mb st of thevtlme. Convort this opacc Lntobteaching spadé,vmakingv-
H.Blble stuiy the qertous bu iness of bhe church._-_ | |
. (‘) Nalntaln ﬁmall claoses;_mixinv-the sexes, placin§ the émphésisv
v._Uﬁon Oan Blble study conducted in diaJogue Pathor bpan by lecturv;v'Such
a- method w111 requlr@ serious commltmént on the det of  both teacher and

“Uup1ls, but will be exceedlngly re@ardlng,.

(4) anourdwe mlnlsfers to devote a larger amount of their time to

teaching, rather than consuming their energies in‘administration, In




every_churoh'thére are. péople Ciﬂdb1n oi belng fralned as compotent teachero

': ih~thé-Bible sohool No one is. bett@r able in the church to do “such. train- :

7:JL  1ng than the pastor hlm elf,4

(5) Prov1de special trainlng for parents.' Tne church ig: often guilty
'*of contrlbutlng to the spllnterlnv of the famlly, taking chlldren out of .
vthe home amd allow1ng parentb to °hlft the res poasibility for rellﬁiougu"'*

'-tralnlng to-the-church Thls practloe is contrarj to bibllca] tradition,_*”

i where the home was the center of such teachlng.  Let the ohurch provi&e.,;ff

'_ qpeo1al materlals and clagées for th@ trainlng of pqrenth to give

R rel:glous 1nstructlon to their chlldren."

(6) Provide mu]tlple offerlngs ‘and. staggered qcheduleq Q' Let Lhe

v.chmrch offer a varlety of opportunltleq for Chrlstlan educdtion,. Thef=: 

'ff:-approprlate denomlnatlonal agen01es would do well to Ancourage much

‘75fadd1tlonal opportunlties for Chrl tian educatlon.- Also, our ohanging

 £society compels a re evaluatlon of the ooncept of the sacredness of

vf”; ‘Sunday. We ' are going to have to reqtructure our ohurch program to pro- o

  :]vide Blble study durlng the week at aarlous tlmeq of the day and night

 and also opnortunltles for oorporate worsh:p at various tlmes in the

{fjaweek belng w1111ng to roach small proups when they are able to. attend

;(7) Overhaul the concept of Training Union.' The whole program of
_Training Unlon 1s sub]ectto reapnralsal : Ito origlndl 1ntent is no
'longer valld., We.ar@ not tralnlng 1n church memberthp by hav1ng peoplev:,

stand up and either read or glve a "part Let Trainlng Unlorn become

R an exten81on of preparatlon of the - Chr;stlan for hls mis sxon in the world. i

 P@ov1de opportunlties for °er10us study, usinv the techniques of Frcup ‘ 
dynamlcs 1n quch subgeet% as Chrlstlan.theology, churoh'history,
;dﬁﬁistién ethlcs, contemporary church mo&ementq, war and.beéce‘ahd world =
' economlcs, Chrlstlan vocatlon, Chrlstian marrlage and the family. Here

' ,agaln we need to recognlzp the dlffe"ent ]evele of our Baptlst constituency°

Pprhaus there rnmaln those who are not read! for anythlng beyord the
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f?éditibnal Sunday Scﬁool ind Training Uﬁioﬁ méterials. Howevér, the
chpnge‘fhaf:is taking»niaoe iﬁ:Ampricaﬁ is so fﬁﬁtastioallyvropid thaﬁ 
it is hard to. 1mag1ne that we shall be able to kcep up with the develobé -~‘
.ments Laklnv place in oducaflon in secu]ar sooiety,

_(8) Face the diffioult problems,' Too 1omg~we.have aVoided the
ééucfal i& sues whioh MJght c&use dloagvooment. Our emphaﬂls ha% been on
.:'blandneﬁs and 1noffon51ven@q ;'-Some'of the areaL in whlch we need to tackloﬂx
the thorny oroblems dPC' Blblloal crltlolsm thé theologlcal 1mpllcations
.of .our work, th@boOClal ooncerns of our b me, the change that are. taklng
”[place in ihe world the oha]lenge of Communlsm, the consequences of |
: iurbanizﬂtlon and of 1noroased government oontrol the pldnnlng of a
;Chrlstlon 11?@ 1n a planned qociety. The oower structure of the denom1na~
h'tion hould be put 1nto contact with the 1oca1 ohurch to enooura re ;t?EO'oﬂ'
l take poqltlvo stepe toward those is sues° | o . o
A (9) HlSSlon 1n the ohurch o We are to equip the_calnbs for +he
:odwork of mlni try.: Mquion 1s the church respondlng to 1ts opportunltleu
‘:fto give witne s to Fhrlst in the world It includes all Lhat the Christlan‘fv

fdoeb as a Chrlstian in relatlon to other menoj It 1s self~ev1dent that theo_'

 :trad1t1onal ways of mlss1on requ1re re- apnraisal : Tho trddltlonal revival”

.omeetlng, for example s almost unlversally 1neffeot1ve.} So 1s the SUndaJ;
;mornlng preaohlng 5orvloe as. a method of reachinp Lho ]oqt 3 WOPShlp
ey oerv1ces on bundxy may be tho moan of oollootlng and inductlng thoae who

'"ihave_been won but such qerviceb rarely aro the oocaqion of winning themg

 fffwhat ways are avallable to the ohurch to be in the wor1d7

erhao the-"bouse church" i° the dlrootlon in whlch we shOuld move .

H:fHero'the 1nd1v1dual fﬂmlly qoeks to OPOVLde opportunltle for withess in

~the conflnes of 1ts OWn house, or apartment. Esoeolally 1n higharise
anartment hou%cs tnnq may be the only way of reach¢nv the 1o,t Coffee
' houées; mags medla of communlcatlon, short~term m1531onary work, witness

invorgan;zed'groups suoh as_the-labor mdvemeht,.thé’busiwess world, .




=
.'governmeﬁt service, education, and thef areas of ﬁonorable endea&dr
ga11 repres¢ntiayé of miséion'which the church hould accept aq valldo
:(10) SocialzConcern.as:a réSponsibility. outhprn Baptiqtu,”‘cgg
largest.Chrisbian body ih the south, mu 3t assune magor‘ respons Jb]blty
'fbf tﬁevapplicétioh‘of the G5ep61 to the nerplekiﬁies of the -oc1a] 1sgueé
of*buf day.v We cﬁhhoﬂléo a]onv much further w1thout hav1ng come to grlp@
‘5”w1th our resoon31b1]1t1e° in the ra01al cr1Q1o.b We cannot 1gnore the
‘moral revoluflon in our day. We need to take 1nto aocount the need for
"¥;a éomﬁé Ssinate. and. 1ntelllgent anl%th to thoge w1Lh spe01al problems o
such as alcoholi sm, dellnquency, Job dlsplacement dlvorce or other :rv'
?fﬂmlly-ﬁtress, eto._ ﬂ, : | ‘ ‘A” |
| I have qought to outline some general and some spe01fic things
>‘5_which seei Lo me to be - p01nt1ng in the dlrect:ons of the future for
:'bou+hern Bantists.' In cloglng,‘let me share the deep concern I have a€‘i 1
'5a m1n1ster and proqently Chaplaln to a unlvev51ty and therefore dlrectlv
vu' re11ted to dnd responsible for young people. It haq Lo do w1th the decllne
"fln the numbpr ﬁnd quallty of yound ppoole rPonndlng to the call to a vo-
'  +zcat1on w1thin the churoh. bomethlng must be done and be done quickly,
':to rever {:] tho downward frend or the. church of the '70s and '803 w1ll be
‘:';1n desvevate pllght. vI do not w1sh to Duqm the panlc button, but it is
my.. 1moreq510n that we are’ 1n greater Uerll of ledder%abu'churcheq Lhan we "
ullwant to reallze.:{ | | - o o » | |
Multitudes of flne young people 31mp1y do not “ee ohurch rclated
i1: ﬁoc1t1ons as a challenglng 1nvestment of tnelr 1ives. Paylng larger salQ‘
T:arles, conferring addltlonal honor and other berqu1s101es would not be

-nllkely to produce many nmore capable young people.' It io more lnkely that“

v'ua_the appearance of irrelevance, tr1v1ality, commitment to

y keep@ young people"

the paqt and iack of;ekéitement_about the future w

away from the ohurch " Show them that we oafe'énd that we are willing to

cL&&

ﬂﬁ@%»somethlng dangerous and perhap unpopula%,‘ahdvthey_willvwﬁce.more




féSnond with thejr lives. I see no chance of "calllny out many of those -
' whom God is c&lling unleqs our churches can rise up out of their"

1ethargy and be the church of - Chrlst in our tlme.,'

L. D. Iohnson o
_ Chaplain, Furman Un1ve1s1ty
Greenv111e S :C..
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