- -

A BRIEF HISTORY

__THE GHANA BAPTIST
e CONVENTION

BY REV. DR. J.A BOADI




A BRIEF HISTORY

- OF

THE GHANA BAPTIST
CONVENTION

BY REV. DR. J.A. BOADI




G; ’( ;“

o~

T
A
N
>~

PREFACE

My desire to know who are the Baptists began when I became a Baptist in 1952.
For Baptist churches at that time were known as "Aratafo Asore™ - that is Yoruba
churches. Therefore I took my studies in Baptist History and Baptist Beliefs
seriously. Besides, even today many Ghanaians incleding some Baptists think
that Bapusrs had their beginnings from America; yet they originated in England.
The first known Baptist church was established at Spitaifield, just cutside the
walls of London in 1611 or 1612,

As atesult of these reasons, I have had the desire to write "A History of Baptists”
to show how the Baptist Faith was introduced to Ghana. But while preparing to
do so, the Ghana Baptist convention (SBC) asked me to write "A Brief History
of the Ghana Baptist Convention in Commemoration of their Silver Jubilee in
1989. I humbly accepted the opportunity and wrote it. Bat this year I have 10
revise and reprint it because there is an urgent demand of Ghana Bapiist
Convention History books for the students of the Ghana Baptist Seminary, Tamale
Baptist Training Centre and Pastors Refresher Course in July.

Tt is my prayer that all those who read our history will appreciate the sacrifices of
our pioneer lay leaders, missionaries and pastors and be chalienged to do more
for our Lord so that before Christ’s second coming Ghana will be won for Him.

1am grateful to Mr. John Dele of Antioch Baptist Church, Kumasi for his financial
assistance; Elder Adu-Boahene of Joy Baptist Churchi, Kumasi, my printer; and
my wife Mrs. F.A. Boadi who has been my supporter in prayer in my ministry.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE GIIANA
BAPTIST CONVENTION

Introduction

The first known Baptist work in Ghana was started by Rev. Mark C. Hayford, the
son of a Methodist Minister from Cape Coast. Rev. Hayford worked as a clerk
in Lagos, Nigeria. In 1898 while in Lagos he had contact with Baptists. He was
baptized and ordained into the Gospel ministry. Thereafter he retarmed to Cape
Coast, his home town and established his Baptist Church and mission By 1904
his first Baptist church building in Cape Coast was completed. According to his
"Year Book Report” of March 1913, besides Cape Coast as his headquarters, there
were Baptist churches in Accra, Elima, Saltpond, Axim, Tarkwa, Obuasi and
Kumasi. Records in 1926 indicated that his work had extended 1o Aitebubu in
the north of Ghana and in the Ivory Coast now Cote P’voire. The same records
indicated that in all he had forty-five Churches and over 10,000 adherents.

Unformately Rev. Hayford died in 1935. As a result it scemed most of his
converts joined other churches or stopped attending Baptist churches. It is likely
however, that Yoruba Baptists in Cape Coast and Accra were connected with Rev.
Hayford’s churches in those two cities.




THE BEGINNING OF YORUBA
BAPTIST CHURCHES

Ghana is rich in minerais and in agriculiure. Many traders from Arab countries,
India, and other West African countries wers therefore attracted 1o the country.
Among those traders were the Yorubas of Nigeria, who were the most numercus
in the Ghanaian markets. Yorubas eat much pepper. A story is told that the first
Yoruba traders who came to Ghana used o go to the market and ask "a fera ata"..?
‘which means we want to buy pepper”. The Ghanaians did not understand the
Yoruba language, so the Nigerians had to repeat their request over, Finally the
strangers made the market crowd understand that they wanted to buy pepper, and
since that day, Ghanaians refer to Yorubas by the nickname "Aratafo” (the people
who buy pepper). The word "Aratafo” was later used to describe Baptist churches
in Ghana because besides Rev. M.C Hayford, Yombas mtmduced permanent
Baptist fanh to Ghapaians

Most of the Yorubas had been Baptists in MNigeria since 1850 when Rev, Thomas
Bowen, an American, started Baptist work there. The Yoruba Baptists bronght
their faith with them to Ghana, Wherever they settled, on Sundays and
Wednesday evenings they met either in a compound house, a renied room, Or 2
courtyard and worshipped: Two Yoruba men, Jacob Fami and Gabriel Akande,

. volunteered to visit those home congregations. They preached, taught, and
couselled their fellow Baptists. Those humble beginnings of Baptist work in
Ghana date from around 1920. The two men later served as deacons in the First
Baptist Church, Kumasi. :

As some of the congregations grew, they wurshipped in rented garages, store
TOOMS, and the Church buildings of other denominations. In 1927, Kumasi Baptist
Church began in a rented room; Suhum Baptist was started in the same way in
1529, Here and there Baptist gwups were hqard of, and as a result the need of
baptism arose. In response tothisneed, Rev. Benjamin Laniyi, a Nigerian pastor,
armrived on December 2, 1931, for baptismal services in the churches. Inall, Rev.
Laniyi baptized 178 candidates {Kumasi - 21, Dunkwa - 19, Obuasi - 9, Hunso -
28, and Sekondi - 41).

)
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FORMATION OF YOKUBA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

In 1935 in Kumasi, Baba Gabriel Ladele and Baba Jacob Fami, wiﬂ.z the approval
of Rev. Laniyi, led those Baptist Churches to erganize themselves inio whg_t was
known as the Yoruba Baptist Association. The first officers wese: President -
Joseph Idowu Olla, Vice President - Toye QOjumrirmnu, Secretary - Solomcpt ﬁ&
Adesina, and Treasurer - Samuel Adeyemo. Sevenieen messmgﬁrs ﬁnm,eagm
Churches attendedt this first meeting of the Yoruba Baptist ASf;oc:.-anon in Gha_na.
The purpose of the formation of the association was fellowship @d co—op.eranar;
10 establish more churches. On December 17, 1935, Rev. T.A. Lafinihan o
Ighajo, Nigeria, came on a preaching tour (o stremgthen the churches and the
Yoruba association.

During the annual session. of the Association i .1939, Rev. J.A. Adediran of
A -~ Nfimaria wacinvited to participate. Since none of the chucehes had
a trained pastor, he came o give leadership in their deliberations. He stayed after
the meetings, visited the churches, and baptized 498 believers who were ail
Yorubas. He returned to Ghana in 1945 gd baptized 462 more people. In that
same year Baptist primary schools were started in Kumasi, Sekonéd, and Suhum,
All these facts show the extent of the growth of Baptists across the whole country
by 1945, yet the name of the fellowship alone (Yoruba Baptist Association) was
enough évidence that the Baptist denomination was exclusively timited o the
Yorahas of Nigeria in Ghana.

The Yorubas maust be commended for their missionary spirit in mtroducing the
Baptist faith to Ghana. However, it is tragic that the churches they established
were purely Nigerian congregations without any mixture of Ghanian members.
Their association was affiliated with the Nigerian Baptist Convention. AH their
tithes and offerings were sent to Nigeria. As Ghanaians generally called the
Yorubas "Aratafo” the whole group of Baptist Charches was known as "Aratafo
Asore”. The Yorubas did not take the initiative to introduce Raptist faith and
message to the individual Ghanaians. The Ghanaians also, because of social,
cultural, and language differences between the two nations, did not bother o
inquire from the Yoruba traders whether they had something 0 offer them besides
material commodities,




ARRIVAL OF FULL TIME

" The year 1947 was a turning point in the history of Baptists in Ghana. On February

- 3,1947, Rev. J.A. Idowu was appoinied a field worker for. the entire Yoruba

- Baptist association in Ghana. He visited the churches, preached rnissions;and .

- encouraged them to reach the natives with the Baptist faith. Rev: Idown and his -

- family lived in Kumasi. ‘On February 9, 1947, Mrs. Idowu organized the frst
women’ 'S mzssxonary union inthe First Bapust Church Kuomast. - .

: Before.ﬂz;s ume each yedr the Yon.ba‘Bapust Assomauon i Ghmzasent-a reqaeﬁ L

" 1o the Nigerian Baptist Convcntmn and Mission to sené Pastors and-foissionaries e

. to Ghana. That was the reason why Rev: Idown was appﬂmted 16 Ghana, In

" addition, the mission of Nigeria sent a survey’comnuttee to detefiitie the eads.
of Ghana in 1946. The Committee reccmmended that a permanent missionary be
sent to lve in Ghana. - The nganan Bapust Mission . aceepted . the
recommendation, and when it seemed. ewdem that 1o other missionaries were s
willing 10 go, Rev. Homer Lliﬁﬁtﬁ)l‘;‘aﬁd his family volunteered as the first Baptist -
pioneers missionaries 10 Ghana. The Littleton arrived in Kumasi on February 17,
1947. When the association met in July in Sekondi, jis name was changed from

. Yoruba Baptist Association to Gold Coast Bapnst Conference: Rev, Idowu was’

 elected presidentof the Conference tmtﬂ 1953 wben he rem_rned o ngena tostay

permanenﬂy

Before returning to Nigeria, Rev. Idowu; atong with Rev. Littleton visited all the
churches and organised many of themm constitutionally. Besidés; they tanght the
churches Baptist doctring and trained the.lay leaders to be efficient in their
ministries. On January 2, 1949, Tamale First Baptist Church was organized and
Suhum First Baptist Church on December 3, 1950. Sekondi First Baptist Church
was the first to call a full fime pastor in 1949, who was Rev. S.A. Oyedokun,

Kumasi First Baptist church followed i m calling Rev. D.A. Sanyaolu as thek
pastor,Rev. Sanyaolu became president of the Conference in 1954, Mirs. Littleton
and Mrs. Idowu also visited the churches and organized Women’s Missionary
Union among the women.
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v. Claxon and his family came from
peer NE Obeng 10 teach in the
Baptist Pririaty. School- Kumasi, wheré Mr. Obeng was the headmasftex:. Mr.
Obeﬁg had eardier gone to Nigeria for further studies and became a Baptist there.
"1 1949 the Littleton treturned; They, were joined in June by. R'ev‘._‘Morgan and
raik family."The new missionaries were stationed in Tamale to begin indigenous work

. FIRST.GHANAIAN BAPTIST AND MINISTER
In 1951 the Littletons visited the Yoruba Baptist Chunfh at Se@ii‘i«ckwm an;lb rgz: .
M. J.A. Boadi.. Re.v Littleton gave him "What Baptists Belpvg .2 .bookders!am,
. .,.."vv- T T L e, ":-.'.ff.'-"_.'.- B . ‘ L ‘ tclm |
i ine: B ndy of this book Mr. J,A. Boadi came ‘ |
Baptist docrine, From thesiady of this book Mr. /4. Boadicame 1o mPsen =7
i i e”s Saviounr and Lord. He was baptiz ”
. fully what it means to.accept Christ as 0m Saviou rd. He w przet
- ' Mr. J.A. Boadi recéived th
P 17, 1952 by Rev. J_.A...Ivdowpv.‘ Later Vir. J.A. : d the cal
: 2? gzzr:oagrmch, 50 he was helped by Rev. Littleton and Rev. W.H. Widm:;is v
0 attend the Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminary in 1953. This marked the
. begmmng Gfthe trammg of Ghanaian nationals into the Baptist ministry.

THE FIRST TWO NATIVE CHURCHES

" before the Littlétons weni on furlough again, through Mz, J.Y. Tandoh, a hospital
administrator in Kumasi, the first indigenous bapiist Church was established at
Boamang, twenty miles from Kumasi. Boamang Baptist Church was organized :
in 1956. Also:upon the visit of Rev. W.H. McGinnis on July 27, 1954, Achiase 3

-+ Baptist Church:was founded. Rev. McGinnis was invited to Achiase near Kumasi ‘
by Mr. Adéwele-who was teacher there, a Yorubas Baptist. Thus with such
Humble beginnings Baptist work was started among the Ghanaians. o

. *“Anothe mile stone i the developinent of native work in Ghana was that in 1957




THE BEGINNING OF BAPTIST
WORK IN THE NORTH

For reasons of health, the Morgans, who started work in 1949 in Tamale, returned
home permanently after a short period of service. Thercfore, when Rev. and Mrs.

- D. C. Cather arrived on December 3, 1953, they were stationed in Tamale. Before
the arrival of the Cathers, Rev. MaGinnis had been in Tamale to supervise the
building of the' mission house and o work f%;%long the Yorubas churches there.
Already there had been some attempts at indigenous work by the Yorubas and the
Morgans+ At that time Rev. Adebanwi was the pasior of the First Baptist Church
in Tamale. Two other helpful Yoruba lay leaders were Gabriel Alasade and
Gideon Adediran. . Though they were Yorubas, they were fluent in the Iocal
Dagomba language and served as interpreters for the missionaries. The Yoruba
Baptist Church in Tamale had four evangelistic teams which went out separately
every week 1o witness 1o the natives. When the Cathers began work in Tamale
in 1954, they formed the fifth evangelistic team and established preaching stations
at Mola, Walewale, Zuarungu Sawla Nandom and Damongo. In 1958 the first
nine Dagomba believers were baptized by Rev. Cather

TAMALE BAPTIST TRAINING CENTRE

In 1965, Rev. Cather began the Dagomba leaders school with few young men who
showed interest in reading the Bible. At cne time the enroliment was twenty-four
persons, some of whom where travelling eighteen miles to atiend school. The
initial teachers were Rev. and Mrs. Cather, Mrs. Taylor from Texas, Mr. Adediran,
and Mr. Alaseade. The students later brought their wives aiso to learn. Through
the reading of the Bible, the wives aiso became Christians. When Rev. Cather
" retired in 1965, Rev. Foster came 1o head the School, assisted by his wife. The
school is now called tamale Baptist Training Centre. In 1970, Rev. Ralph Davis
was posted 10 be the principal; assist by Mrs. Davis. Throngh the activities of the
seachers and the students of the school, new preaching stations have been
esiablished. The old ones have also been developed and organized into churches.




BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTRE

A further advancement of Baptist work & Ghana occumred in 1956, In December
of that year Dr. George Faile arrived from America and began Raptist medical
work with a Duich mobile elinic in sorthern Ghana. Dr., Bob Goldie came laterand
¥ opened leprosy clinics in the villages. around the medical centre at Nalerigu.
Today the hospital, which was started as a mobile clinic, has permanent stone
buildings which were dedicated in 1958. Through the healing ministry of the
hospital, Bapiist churches have been founded in the Mamprusi state in northern
Ghana. The Union of those churches is known as the Nalerigu Baptist

Association. One of the doctors in the hospital used to be Dr. N.E. Mahama, a h
young Ghanatan trained at the University of Ghana Medical School. -
RKUMASI ACADEMY

Further more, in December 2956, Rev. WA, Poe arrived in Kumasi toexpand the - B
Raptist educational ministry. He became the principal; of the Baptist middle
School thers, On January 14, 1957, the school became a secondary school.
Bnildings were erecied on 2 new site at Asokore Mampong,six miles from
Kumasi. They were dedicated on July 28, 1957, as the Saddler Baptist College.
Unabie to recruit enough Baptist teachers, the Foreign Mission Board gave the
school to the government of Ghana in 1964, However, Baptists still maintain the

chaplaincy of the school. , _ » )
GHANA BAPTIST SEMINARY

Moreover, in 1956 the Ghana Baptist Pastor school was started by Rev. WA Poe -
in a garage in Kumasi. In 1957 the school moved to the campus of Saddler Baptist
College. Both institutions were headed by Rev. Poe. In 1958 Rev. Biil Arenold
became the principal when Rev. Poe retired. Realizing the need for advanced
training for the pastors, the Bible Schoo! became the Ghana Baptist Seminary in
1960. In that same year,Rev. W.E. Verner became its principal. For the purpose
of expansion, a new site was found at Abuakwa, near Kumasi. The seminary
moved to its new site in 1961. Besides Dr. and Mrs. W.E. Vemer, cthers who
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have also tanght at the Seminary are: Rev J.A. Owolabi, Rev. J.A. Imosun, Rev.
and Mrs. Maurice Smith, Dr. and Mrs. R.C. Henderson, Mrs: Howard Smith, Dr.
and Mis. J.R. Barron, Rev. and Mrs. George Mallet, Rev. J.A. Ojo, and Rev. and
Mis. Fred Deegbe. The present teachers are Dr. and Mrs. Mike Shockley, Dr. and
Mrs. J.A. Boadi and Rev F.O. Kankam. Beginning from 1975/1976 academic
vear, advanced courses for secondary and post secondary leavers were begun

leading to diploma in theology. The Seminary diploma in theology has ben

accredited by the University of Ghana, Legon.

SEPARATE GHANA BAPTIST MISSION

Little by Hule Baptist work among the Ghanaians increased. The indigenous
churches became part of the Ghana Bapiist Conference organized by the Yorubas
of Nigeria. However, in 1956, because of poor connections between the boarders
of Ghana, Togo, Benin and Nigeria, the two missions were separated. Rev
Littleton was the Jeader of the Ghana Mission and the conference General
Secretary. He retired in 1962 owing to illness which led to his death in 1964.
Mrs. Littieton returned to Ghana as the W.M. U. Director and retired in 1972.
‘When Rev. Littleton retired Rev. Cather succeeded him until his own retirement
in 1965.




naa. THE GHANA BAPTIST CONVENTION
1964 - 1969

The Ghana Baptist Conference grew and celebrated its jubilee in 1960. During
the annual conference of that year, the credential committee reported 168
messengers from forty-nine Churches i eight associations - with twenty-eight
trained pastors and sixteen missionaries. Rev. MO, Ovarinde, the field worker,
was the president of the conference. At this time the Ghana Baptist Conference
was still an integral part of the Nigerian Baptist Convention. Annually, the former
sent messengers o attend committee meetings and Convention sessions of the
latier. Inaddition, Baptist Churches in Ghana sent a percentage of their tithes and
offerings to the Nigerian Convention. For these reasons, the need of a separate
convention for Ghana arose. The question of separation then became a long and
bitter struggle for some of the Churches in Ghana because of nationalism. Asa
result, Kumasi First Baptist Church split into two on the issue. One group led
some Yoruba Churches ot to join the proposed Ghana Baptist Convention
because they were ngns. On the other hand, the other group favoured the
proposal and separated and established a new congregation known as the
Ebenezer Baptist Chuech. Because of different opinions on Ghana’s breaking
from the Nigerian Convention, the two groups could not worship together.

Notwithstanding, the Ghana Baptist Convention was constituted and inaugurated
in July 1964 in Tamale withevery encouragement from the Nigerian Baptist
Convention. Gradually, all those churehes which originally refused to fellowship
with the Ghana Baptist Convention began to join it as understanding developed.
Rev. J.A. Imosun was the president when Ghana became a separate convention.

in 1965 Rev. E.Q. Oiebiyi became the president and Rev. Iinosun the General
Secretary. In 1966 Rev. PBr. Verner succeeded Rev. Imosun as the General
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Secretary when the 1atiaF went for furthier studies in the United States. Until that
time there had been no Ghanaian President of the Convention, but in 1967 Rev.
1.A.Boadi became the first Ghanaian tobe elecied as president of the Convention.
Rev. Boadi served from 1967 - 1969. Since then the succeeding presidents have
been Rev. ] K. Nkrumah 1969 - 1972, Deacon N.E. Obeng 1972 - 1977, Deacon

~ L.S. Sarpong 1977 - 1985; Rev. Stevenson Williams from 1985 - 1987. The new
convention grow steadily and was able o establish its own Home Mission at
Zyarungu in northern Ghana in 1969. But the good work came to an abrupt end .
in 1970 because of the sudden death of Pastor Johm Azongo, the home missionary.

| THE EFFECTS OF THE GOVERNMENT COMPLIANCE ORDER
’ -  ON BAPTIST WORK,

1969 - 1584

“The fact that Ghana Baptist Convention ieadership was for many years in the
hands of Nigerians and that the foreign Yoruba language was dominant in most
Baptist Churches kept many Ghanaians out of Baptist Churches. But overnight
most of the Nigeran influence disappeared by an order of the Ghanaian
government for aliens without résidence permit to leave the country. The reason
for this was an effort of the government to put many sections of the econormy into
Ghanaian control. For the aliens at that time were the dominant wraders in the
Ghanaian markets. So in November, 1969, the Assembly passed aquit order bill
which required alieans to leave the country uniess they had residence and work
perimits. The consequence was an exodus of tens of thousandsof Africans, mostly
from Nigera.

The 1969 government compliance or guit order against aliens affected Baptist
work in‘Ghana radically. Becanse the majority of the owners of the various smail
trading firms throughout the country were Nigerian Baptists and their departure
meant the loss of about eighty percent of Baptist Church membership or the total
population of Baptists in Ghana. Besides, it meant a loss of Church propertics
like lands and buildings. Because somée of the Yoruba Churches took away with
them the leases of such properties. Some chiefs took advantage of this and tried



to claim ownership of them. But with some efforts of negotiations we were able
toreclaim them except those sold by the Yombas before they left. The qurt order
also weakened the Convention ﬁnancrally ‘ R : '

However, it also meant the removal of the Yoruba mﬂue'nc'e ‘which made
Ghanaians call any Baptist Church " Aratafo Asore”. Not quite Iong Ghanaians
came to know Baptist as a universal denammanon and fiota tribatone excluswely

for the Yorubas. Thoughi an air-of uncertainty hung over the. few remaining o

Ghanaian Baptists for a time, the. Ghanazan Bapusts prayerfully. with the

missionaries acccpted the: unfommate snuaum as a great chailenge. As a resuitfﬂ o

reorganize the whole copvention. The chref emphasm of both the mission and the o

convention was placed en. Evang@hsm, ,Stewardsh;p and ‘Leadership I;ammg o
Some missionaries, pastors, student pasto‘rs' ahd“'k‘ay men were used to reactivate
the émpty Yorubas Churchbuildings especizily in the urban centres. Those which.
could not be reactivated immediately were renged 10 other denominations. But -
with such intensive emphasis.on, evangehsm fike personal seulwinning, revwal v
and crusades many. soids were won... By 1984 canvention, the: Annual Church
Report showed thatthe totatmembership of all Bagist Church in Ghana was about
fifteen -thousand excluding: those in, bapﬁs:hz-ﬂ" classes. ©The. former eight
associations increased -to-eleven assematmns For instance; Tamale Associaton-
became so large that it divided into Tama}e Nalengli and Liberty Assomauons .
Likewise Dunkwa Association’ was dmded mto"Hope and Bethel Assocxauons 5
Similarly Attebuba’ Assomatu}n was, dmde& into ikéam and- 'Mompong h
Associations.

The emphasis on stewardship also strengthenéd the financial strength of the
church, the associations and the convention ag-g whele. For this reason some
churches worshipping in temporary. buildings started 1o erect new permanent
buildings. The mission and the convention were therefore financially able to give
such chuiches grants to build. Besides, during this period the mission and the
convention bought lands for new congregationsin urban centres. In these joint
projects while -the mission contributed m’my‘ five percent, the convention
contributed five percent.
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; The leadership training also. helped to produce efficient iay leaders io lead
' churches without pastors. But what was more interesting was the fact that the
Ghana Baptist Seminary in 1975 started diploma course in theology for smdents
who have G.CE. Crdinary Level passes or its equivalent. The Seminary was
accredited by the University of Ghana in 1987; and beginning from 1988 the
diploma siudents have been taking the University’s Externai Diploma
é Examinations.

There were other developments that tock place during this period. In 1973 the

Ghana Baptist Convention appointed its first trustees (Rev W.E. Verner, Rev. J.A.

Boadi, Rev. . K. Nkrumah and Deacon N.E. Obeng) and were registered by the

3 Ministry of Lands. Another development was 3 "Tum over Principle”. This was

an agreement between the Mission and the Convention that should an occasion

- call for the missionaries unexpected departure from the country like that of the

Yorubas, then they can turn over their properties to the Convention special trustees

as caretakers of those properties. Another aspect of the "Turn over Principle” was

the convention fimancial participation in running the Seminary. While the mission

agreed to pay the missionaries on the Seminary staff and take care of the library

including the total maintenance of the whoie Seminary, the Convention also

agreed to sponsor the Seminary students and pay the salaries of the rational

teachers. Again the mission agreed to award scholarships to qualified-candidates

- to go and do M. Div degree to come and teach in the Seminary. All these were

done in p reparation for the Convention to take over the running of the Seminary
conveniently in future.

Again the convention opened Home Mission fields in Dunkwa in 1983 and in
Tumu in 1984. To crown it ail the Convention launched what was known as
"Operation 30 By 90" during its Annual Session at Tamale in 1984. What this
meant was that tke Convention aimed at planting forty more churches and by
intensive evangelism to increase its total membesship of fifteen thousand io thirty
thousand by the end of 1990. This programme was whole heartedly accepted by
both missionaries and nationals with their full support. Therefore the programme
was enthusiasticaily started. But unfortunaiely the Convention/Mission relation
struggle kilted the spirit of the entire programme. ’

e
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CONVENTION/MISSION RELATION
STRUGGLE, 1985 TO 1992

The Convention/Mission relation Struggle came as 2 result of the discovery that
the relation between the two organizations has been parallel. In other words the
Ghana Baptist Convention and the Ghana Raptist Mission have been existing as
two separate bodies. Being separate bodies, sach a relatfonship presented
problems like duplication of goals and commitiees. Another problem that this
parallel relation presented was concerned with mission properties. Some of the
properties were houses, institutions and office buildings. As a result a problem
arose whenever the mission wanted to turn over a property like an institution to
the convention; since the latter might not be prepared in finance and in personnel
to manage the institution like a seminary or 2 hospital. A case in point was the
convention’s refusal to accept full responsibility. of the Accra- Bapust Centre
duﬂng the 1976 annual Convennon .

Therefore the convention/mission relation stmggie was an attcmpt 10 bridge the
gap between the Convention and the Mission. Pmnarﬂy, this was an
administrative issue. Tn solving the problema” strategy commitiee” consisting
of equai members of nationals and missionaries was formed o deal with common
maﬁers cmcermng the two orgamzauons This approach was implimented fora
few }ears But .frcm 1985, some nationals advocated total fusion of the
convention and the mission together. On the other hand the mission preferred
partncrship. That is to work as partners with the convention and help her become
sgif-reliant. So that one day the mission could wrn over everything completely
o the convent_on e

Unfortunately however, the whole issue degenerated into misunderstanding that
caused the split of the convention into two separate bodies. One body called itself
Ghana Baptist Convention (GBC) and the other called itself Ghana Baptist
Convention SBC affiliated to the Southern Baptist Convention of U. 5. A. In
other words the mission allied itself with the second body. The Ghana Baptist
Convention had its secretariat at Asokwa, Kumasi with Rev. Steve Willians,
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Accra as president. The Ghana Bapist




Convention (SBC) also had its secretariat in the Baptist Building at Kumasi with
Deacon Joseph Quansah as president. The split caused enmity between the two
bodies and among individual mermbers. Besides, it resulted into court cases and
the closure of the Ghana Bapiist Seminary when the Ghana Baptist Convention
attempted to take over the seminary untimely. ' '

The issue reached the ears of the government. “The government then asked Col.
Osei Wusuh (retired) the then Ashanti Regional Secretary to appoint a committee
to find the causes of the closure of the _'sémiz‘w:y-and other related issues. The
committee wasconstituted at the seminary chapelon the 10Th. November, 1986.
The members of the commitice were the Rev. Bishop Yebozah of the Anglican
Church, Kumasi as the chairman; Rev. Sah, former Presbyterian Synod Clerk and
two officers from the Ashanti Regional Office. The committee sat for weeks at
St.4ubbert Catholic Seminary Kumasi and interviewed representatives from both
conventions and mission. On 5Th. February, 1987, the Government White Paper
of the committee was released. The White paper being favourable to the mission,
the government ordered the reopening of-the seminary. The seminary was then
re-opened on the 6Th. Janezary, 1987 because the principal Rev. Dr. W.E. Vemer
had earlier received the government’s authorizy to do so.

"The govérnment thenasked the Christian Comscil of Ghana tosettie the main issue
of the twoconventions. The Christimn-Coungil then met the represeatatives of the
two conventions and the mission on 18Th. January, 1988. Daring this first
meeting, the Christian council wizd 1o find-ont the causesof the split. On<he
18Th. February, 1988 there wasia secondmecting when the causes of the split
were reduced to three They were conventipn/mission paraliel relation; wrong
-attitudes and wrong approach or methoddo sclve the problem. Before the close
of the second meeting a smaller committee consisting of four each from each
convention and the mission was appoimted-temeet with the Christian council to
~ reconcile the two bodies. By the end of April the committee had met twice yet
the issue had not been resolved.

By thistime most of us Baptists felt the need of reconciliation so for the first time
representatives of the twp conventions and the mission meton the 15Th. July 1989
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in the Ouashie-Idiun Hall of Kumasi National Cultural Centre. It was through the
mitiative of Rev. Fred Deegbe, then 4 lecturer at the Ghana Baptist Seminary, that
such 2 metting of peace talks among overselves began. So Rev. Fred Deegbe
became the chairman of the "Peace: Talks Committee”. Daring the first meeting
the committee agreed to meet periodicafly to work towards reconciliation. In
furtherance of this objective, the Peace Talks Committee mvited Rev, Dr. S.T.
Ota Akande, the General Secretary off the Nigerian Baptist Convention and Rev.
Dr. Don Reece, the Executive Seczetary of the Nigerian Baptist Mission.to come
and share with us how both Baptist bodies in Nigeria have been working together
for more than a century in order to learn from them. They arrived on 11Th.
November, 1989. We met with them the next day in the-seminary at Abuakwa.
Our meeting with them was very fruitful.

The Peace Talks Committee continued to meet periodically as planned. But a
turning point came when we met on the 15T and 16Th. November, 1991. By
this time the writer was a member of the Peace Talks Commitie). During that
meeting all major issues were resolved. The three Baptist bodies agreed to
reconcile with one another. As a result alf court cases were suspended. The
following eommitiees were appoimted o work towards how our New Convention
would be organized ard how it would be related to the mission:

1. A constitutional and Bye-Laws Committee:- to revise the 1986 coristitution
and Bye-laws. ‘

2. Doctrinal Committee:- To draw a$ Baptists our staiement of Faith, Beliefs
and Practices. ' S '

3. Finance Committee:- To fist the new convention Assets and to draw a turm-
over Principle and Related Time Table from the Mission to the new conventon,
and Principles of Joint Financing by the mission and the comvention.

4, Structural Committee:- To write Terms of reference for Boards that wilt be
appointed with their composition, Relation between the New Convention and the
Mission, and any outside body whick each may choose to work with or seek help
from.




5. Organizational Committee:- To describe the organizational strucfire of the
New Convention, the New Convention Secretariat. Personnel, Logo for the New
Convention letter heads, and procedure of recognizing new ministers.

Ii was agreed that each committee should finish its work by the 31Th. March,
"1992. The reports of the committees were to-be sent to the Peace Talks chairman

~ for circulation and stuidy. Thereafter, Joint Executive Committees of the two
conventiens and the pHssion were 10 meet on the 7Th. and 8Th. may, 1992 ©
approve the reports of the committees.

- The commitiges & their werk and the three executive committees met
accordingly, though some of the committees had not finished their woik
completely, the desire forreunion was great. So when the Peace Talks Commitiee
met om9Th. of August, 1992 they unanimoasly agreed to hoid 2 Joint Service for
Reconciliationor Reunion, Therefore an Arrangement Commities was appointed
to prepare for the great day. The two conventions agreed to hold their annual
sessions-in Kumast separately in order to come together for the Joint Service. So
on the 9Th. of August, 1992, both conventions and the mission came together for
the Reunton Service at Prempeh Assembly Hall, Kumasi’Repfesemaﬁves from
Nigeria and Togo were invited for their p:ayerful support and encowragement.
'I'hose. who were mvrﬁx‘Lwcre Rev C.T.T. George, the President of the Nigeria
Baptist Comvention who delivered the Reunion message and Rev. K. Amenudzie.
the General Seeretary of the Togo Bapiist Convention who brought fraternal
greetings from his corvention.

The Reunion coincided with the retirement of Rev. W.E. Verner, founder of the
Ghana Baptist Seminary. He and his family came to Ghana as missionaiies in
1958. They were given a fitting sent off party and gifts by the New Convention.
' The Reunion Service was grant; full of joy, forgiveness of offences and giving of
gratitude and giory to God by whose grace we were able to reconcile. The first
Annual Session of the New Convention was successfully held at Tema. The
President of the New Ghana Baptist Convention has bees Rev. Fred Deegbe and
the General Secretary, Rev. Frank Adams. It is now {two years since our Reunion
and there have been no signs of regret of our coming together. Soitis fitting and



i

proper to conclude ﬁns shor{ hxstory of the Ghana Baptzst by saying, "To God be
the glory great thmgs He had‘done"

By Rev. Dr. J A. Boadi.
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