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There are tragedies in Southern Baptist 
life at this hour, and these tragedies bring home 
to every member of every Baptist church in 
the South a responsibility which no one of us 
can lightly dispose of.

I
There is the tragedy of non-support of the 

mission work of the denomination by great 
numbers of individuals in our churches and even 
by whole churches. We do not know how many 
Baptists there are in the South who are doing 
nothing to help save a lost world, but we do 
know that there are many, and that churches 
which claim to be churches of Jesus Christ, ac­
knowledge His Lordship and profess to be liv­
ing under His Great Commission are year in 
and year out giving nothing' to either State, 
Home or Foreign Missions by any method 
whatsoever. That is to say, if they do any­
thing at all in the way of stewardship, they give 
to take care of their own spiritual privileges and 
comforts and not a dollar to save a lost world, 
at home or abroad for which Christ died and to 
which He commands us to give His gospel.

The tragedy that I speak of here is not, how­
ever, so much that Foreign Missions, or Home 
Missions, or State Missions, is losing the support 
of these Baptist individuals and churches, or 
that the neglect of these individuals and churches 
is dooming multitudes to everlasting torments, 
who, as everyone knows, could be saved if 
workers could be employed. The tragedy I am 
thinking of, in this instance is the tragedy of 
spiritual loss and comradeship with their Saviour 
which these individuals and churches are deny­
ing themselves. They are losing the richest joy 



that can possibly be attained in this life by a 
child of God, the joy of helping to make the 
Saviour’s death effectual in the salvation of 
those for whom He died. No man can find a 
richer experience than that of bringing some­
body else into the love of Christ. There are 
hundreds of consecrated men and cultured 
women who are ready to be your representative 
in winning souls to your Saviour, but they must 
have bread while they do it. What a joy per­
sonally to win souls and to win them through 
others who represent us! This joy idle, in­
different church members deny themselves. 
What a tragedy 1

These men and these churches doubtless have 
what they think to be an excuse for not doing 
something. The main excuse may be that you 
are not satisfied with the plans of the denomi­
nation. Very well, if you think that the de­
nomination in conference and prayer does not 
know as well as you who hold aloof from these 
conferences how to do the work, then do it in 
your own way. Indeed, the Southern Baptist 
Convention, although pleading earnestly for co­
operation in its plans, frankly acknowledges the 
right of every church and every individual to help 
in its own way to save a lost world. The con­
stitution of the Southern Baptist Convention 
plainly declares this. There is, therefore, no 
chance for any individual Baptist or church to 
escape responsibility for a part in State, Home, 
and Foreign Missions. I warn you,my brother,my 
sister, whoever you are, that your responsibility 
in this matter cannot be evaded. You can cheat 
yourself out of the richest joy that a child of 
God can possess, but you cannot get away from 
your solemn duty to help give others the salva­
tion which you claim for yourself.

II
The second tragedy we name is the tragedy 

of losing fellowship with the ripest Christians 
in our beloved denomination and those who en­
joy the richest experiences of grace. By the 
morning mail as I am undertaking to write 
this tract, comes a letter from a dear good 
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woman who is making her living with a horse 
and wagon which friends gave her. With her 
letter comes a postal money order for $5 which 
a child 13 years of age sent her for a Christmas 
present. She loves Foreign Missions better 
than she loves money or comfort which money 
can buy. She writes beautifully and joyfully 
of her privilege in sending on this $5 to help 
the Foreign Mission Board. What a privilege 
to be, in heart and spirit, in fellowship with such 
a woman who by sacrificial gifts helps the 
Saviour save a lost world! Those who give 
nothing know nothing of fellowship with such 
spirits. This is an unspeakable tragedy.

Ill
Another tragedy is the tragedy of neglecting 

those who depending upon us, have gone forth to 
win a lost world. These have not counted their 
lives dear, but have given their all to Christ 
and left homes and loved ones and all the sacred 
associations to go far hence to tell the Good 
News of eternal life through Christ to men and 
women who in multitudes sit in darkness. That 
any Christian man can think of these heroic 
spirits and then do nothing to help the Foreign 
Mission Board lighten their burdens and 
strengthen their hands for their work, would be 
unthinkable if one did not know that there are 
multitudes to whom all of it means nothing, 
absolutely nothing, for they give nothing to help 
their faithful missionaries.

Many of these missionaries are breaking 
under the strain of our neglect. Here comes a let­
ter this morning telling of a dear woman who has 
thus broken under the neglect and the burden of 
work which has fallen to her and her husband, 
and which ought to have been borne in part by 
other missionaries which the Board could not 
send to their relief. From another field just 
the other day arrived a man for whose work 
we have prayed and pled for five years. We 
have warned our Southern Baptist brotherhood 
that this man and his wife could not endure 
the strain which was upon them, and we have 
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begged that they be given better equipment and 
other missionaries be sent to divide the burden 
with them. All this pleading has been in vain. 
A multitude of Baptists who claim to love their 
Saviour and to love their brethren have been un­
heeding and have lived as though no burden were 
breaking the hearts and backs of missionaries who 
have gone forth to represent them and to repre­
sent their Saviour’s love. Some of these Bap­
tists at home who give nothing drive high- 
powered cars while young women walk and ride 
on wheelbarrows from village to village and 
long stretches of country in China to carry the 
precious gospel to lost but precious souls.
“Have ye looked for the sheep in the desert, 

For those who have missed the way?
Have ye been in the wild, waste places, 

Where the lost and wandering stray?
Have ye trodden the lonely highway, 

The foul and darksome street?
It may be ye’d see in the gloaming 

The print of My w’ounded feet I”
IV

There is, of course, the deep, dark tragedy 
of the Foreign Mission Board’s debt. It is 
doubtful, however, that more than a few score 
Baptists in all the South realize that this tragedy 
of a debt involves other tragedies which cast a 
shadow even upon a background as dark as a 
debt. For instance, this debt is holding back 
the Foreign Mission Board at a time when in 
nearly all the mission fields of the Board op­
portunities are looking us in the face and multi­
tudes are ready to hear the gospel. Even from 
Rumania, where our Baptist brethren and sis­
ters have been beaten, imprisoned and in many 
ways, grievously maltreated, there has just come 
the annual report which shows that, during the 
past year, more than 4,200 persons were bap­
tized, although the Foreign Mission Board was 
able in its financial embarrassment to spend for 
all classes of work in that whole nation but 
$7,700 in the entire twelve months. What an 
opportunity and what a challenge when South­
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ern Baptists can get such returns on such 
small investments! But what a tragedy that 
multitudes should give nothing when their gifts 
could be made to bring forth such glorious re­
sults to the honor of their Lord 1 If men and 
women who are so ready to be saved when they 
hear the Gospel are lost, somebody will face a 
great responsibility at the judgment.

The tragedy deepens when one reflects that 
these multitudes are doing nothing just at the 
time when a sound gospel and sound Baptist 
policies were making their greatest demonstra­
tion of success on the fields. This matter of a 
pure gospel and Baptist principles in mission 
work has had the close attention of the Foreign 
Mission Board in recent years, and results have 
proved the missionary value of these. But just 
when glorious things were crowning the demon­
stration, men and women and whole churches 
stop their gifts and doom their own principles 
to failure. Here is a letter from China—yes, 
from China. Read a brief extract:

“There is no end to the opportunity. Now is 
the time of great need for these people and it 
ought to be their opportunity of salvation. By 
your labor of love you of the homeland have 
brought them almost to rebirth. Shall you lose 
out here? Shall they not now by your sacrifice 
see Jesus and live? And Jesus and you shall 
reap the fruit of all the years. ‘He shall see 
of the traveil of His soul and shall be satisfied.’ 
Keep the air filled with prayer and sing His 
victory song 1”

Read this extract also. It comes out of 
South China:

“I feel very much encouraged over the situ­
ation although we are losing some of our very 
best men who have been forced to enter busi­
ness on account of not having any salary. The 
brethren have held on wonderfully and when I 
get settled again, I shall try to write you all 
the opportunities that we had. The officials in 
Kwei Lin say they will give protection and in­
deed the people on the street seemed to try to 
even go out of the way to give me a lift and to 
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prove to me that the smashing of things was 
not their meaning at all. In truth China is ready 
and waiting to have the gospel if we will only 
just give it to them. We need the backing of 
the people at home more than ever, and now, 
they fail us.”

What a tragedy I
V

I name one more tragedy. It is the tragedy 
of doing despite the Spirit of God who alone can 
minister to our own spiritual necessities, keep 
our churches spiritual and accomplish results 
on the mission fields. That Southern Baptists 
who are doing nothing for the great cause of 
Foreign Missions are actually in great peril of 
resisting and defeating the Spirit of God, I do 
not think anybody can doubt who will look at 
the facts. All through the South, in every col­
lege and seminary in the South, are young men 
and young women who years ago endeavored 
to make absolute surrender of themselves to God 
to be carried by the Spirit whithersoever He 
would. In their abandonment to the guiding of 
the Holy Spirit, many of them have, with great 
sacrifice and hardship, pursued studies to fit 
themselves for Foreign Mission service. Multi­
tudes of them are now writing that they have 
assurance beyond doubt that the Spirit of God 
has called them to foreign mission work, and 
importuning the Board to give then an oppor­
tunity to spend their lives for Christ. Read 
these sentences from letters written by these 
consecrated young people:

“I have known since I was a very small boy 
that God wanted me in the mission field. All 
my plans have been made accordingly. When 
I finished my high school course in 1919, I taught 
three years and was able to enter the Univer­
sity of Alabama on my savings. I sold news­
papers, did office work, and preached every 
opportunity until my senior year. I transferred 
to Howard College and received my Bachelor 
of Arts Degree from that institution in 1926. I 
have prayed for definite guidance more earnest­
ly than ever before since coming here and defi­

6



nite guidance has been given me. I am hold­
ing myself ready to go on a moment’s notice. 
The way has not opened up but God can open it.”

Read this:
“God lias laid unmistakably on my heart the 

burden of the lost of other lands and has made 
it plain to me that there is no peace unless I 
yield for that task.”

And this:
“I believe it to be the will of God for my 

life.”
And this also:
“Because of a clear conviction after long 

prayer and study that it is God’s will for me.”
They are certain of God’s will for their lives, 

but the Board is compelled to decline to send 
any of these volunteers out until Southern Bap­
tists give more to Foreign Missions, and the 
debt on the Board is substantially reduced, if 
not entirely paid. For five years the colleges 
and seminaries have been turning out annually 
in their graduating classes large numbers of 
these volunteers to every applicant of whom 
the Board has been compelled to deny appoint­
ment in the face of their appeals and the ap­
peals of hard-pressed missionaries for them.

Can any Christian man or woman believe 
that in denying these young people the privi­
lege of doing what God by His Spirit has called 
them to do we sin against the Holy Ghost? 
The Foreign Mission Board would gladly send 
them and many fields are calling for them. 
Many missionaries have died; others have 
broken in health; and still others in desperation 
are calling plaintively to the Board to send 
these young people at once to relieve them and 
help them improve opportunities which are of­
fered for soul-saving. But the Board cannot 
send them. And why? Simply because so 
many of our people are giving nothing at all to 
this great cause, and others are giving but a 
pittance. Every member of the Foreign Mission 
Board gives regularly and with becoming liberal­
ity to the support of this work and the support 
of the Co-operative Program. Those who give 



nothing and those who give little must bear the 
responsibility for this defeat of the Spirit of 
God and the defeat of these young people whom 
that Spirit has called, and whom we by our 
neglect doom to disappointment.

This pamphlet will probably fall into the 
hands of many Baptist pastors, Baptist deacons, 
and other members of Baptist churches whom 
the writer shall never see until you and I stand 
before the face of our Judge. With a deep 
sense of responsibility and with a prayer that 
God will make these words effectual, we call 
upon you, my brother, my sister, and pastor of 
a flock of God, to do your duty and do it now, 
and keep doing it until the day when your 
Saviour calls you to meet Him and to give an 
account for the deeds done in the body. Give' 
to the Co-operative Program. Your brethren 
have approved it and commend it to you. But, 
if you will not give as others ask you to give, 
then remember that you and your church have 
the right to give in your own way to save a lost 
world, and that the responsibility to give cannot 
be evaded by your dissatisfaction with the plans 
which others use for applying their gifts to the 
service of Christ. The very liberty which you 
enjoy and which you claim, and the voluntari­
ness of all your gifts deepen your responsibility 
and make it unescapable. You are dealing with 
God and the things for which your Saviour 
died in this matter of your missionary gifts. 
The mistakes which others may have made do 
not excuse us when our duty is with God. How 
much less will God excuse us if we seek to 
justify our idleness and covetousness by unjust 
and unmerited suspicion and criticism of our 
brethren who themselves show their faith by 
their works!

Think of these Five Tragedies, and decide 
once for all what you will do to remove them.

Foreign Mission Board 
Southern Baptist Convention

Richmond, Va.
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