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The Radio Commission personally and on behalf of Southern 
Baptists takes this as one method of thanking all these co­
operative stations for their very great courtesy in carrying 
the 1948 Series of the Baptist Hour. These stations are carry­
ing the programs without charge.

All 71 of the stations are strategically located in relation to 
our territory. The result is complete coverage of practically 
the tvhole South. Every station covers an important area in 
the tvhole, thus forming a vital link in the network. Ten of 
the stations are fifty-thousand watts, viz., KOMA, Kll7KH, 
IP BAL, IF FA A, JEHAS, IFOAI, IFPTF, IFRVA, IFSM, and 
IFSB, covering large areas of the territory.

They extend our coverage to some remote rural areas ivhich 
would not otherwise be able to have satisfactory reception of 
our program.

IFe are profoundly grateful to all the stations for this public 
service.

S. F. LOWE, Director 
o

★
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Religious Tensions 
In Europe
By Arnold T. Ohrn

The smallest continent on the face of the globe 
has throughout the centuries been the home of West­
ern Civilization. In art and science, in commerce and 
industry, in politics and religion, in whichever 
realm of human development and endeavor we might 
think of, she has played the leading role. That very 
continent where my listeners are living was dis­
covered by Europeans, and Europeans brought with 
them across the ocean those ideas and ideals of lib­
erty which here have found so fruitful a soil.

The importance of Europe may be measured by 
the extent to which her disasters have affected the 
rest of the globe. Two world wars have started in 
Europe, and today the nations of other continents 
are holding their breath for fear that a third one 
may erupt. The leading continent has become the 
problem continent of the world.

What is the heart of the European problem?
The answers given vary greatly. Some people 

stress the economic aspect and point to the small­
ness of the continent and the great size of its popu- 

i lation. Others go a step further and stress the 
social aspect, advocating the necessity of extensive 
reforms. Others again declare that the problem is 
mainly a political one, and that the establishing of 
democracy, or communism, or some new political 
system is the only solution.
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Unhappily, those who attempt to diagnose the 
disease that has struck European culture do not al­
ways discern the roots of the matter. Important as 
other aspects may be, the moral and spiritual aspects 
are fundamental. No one who has lived in Europe 
or traveled in Europe ought to be blind to the moral 
and spiritual distress that underlies her manifold 
sorrows. Man may think he can live by bread alone. 
But there are other values without which he cannot 
truly live. Today suspicion, fear, greed, envy, and 
hate are everywhere to be found. Have we not lived 
through unbelievable years, when promises were 
made only to be broken; when lying and killing were 
extolled as commendable deeds provided they led to 
the desired goal; when truthfulness and mercy were 
laughed at or even made punishable as offenses 
against the common weal; in short, when the scale 
of values generally recognized among civilized na­
tions was discarded, when black became white, and 
white was made black? Inevitably, disillusionment 
and cynicism and naked materialism have set in. 
The ruins of Warsaw and Berlin are paralleled by 
the moral debris scattered to right and left. Not 
only homes and factories have been destroyed, but 
also faith and hope and respect for human dignity 
and regard for the sanctity of moral values. And so 
we find them all over Europe, these bitter and hope­
less men and women, these hungry-hearted brothers 
and sisters of ours, whose material and moral world 
has crashed and left them in a poverty which sur­
passes our imagination.

This brings us to the crux of the matter, the fact 
so often ignored by those who would cure the ills of 
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mankind, the simple fact that the problem of Europe 
is, at the very root, a religious problem. The moral 
crisis is essentially a religious crisis.

The debt which Western civilization owes to Chris­
tianity has not always been fully recognized. Not 
only has our religion been the source of moral ideals 
which mankind has venerated for many generations, 

a s Not only has our religion propagated these ideals 
and protected them from the onslaughts of moral 
anarchists. But—and this is of vital importance— 
Christianity has shown itself to be indispensable to 
the stability and permanence of moral values.

These values must be upheld by an authority out­
side of man, if man is to give them his abiding alle­
giance and remain faithful to them even when his 
self-love might dictate the opposite course. If moral 
laws draw their authority from man alone, then 
reason says that man can change them. If they de­
rive their authority from God, they remain the 
moral laws of the universe regardless of the will of 
men or nations. Denial of them becomes in very 
fact denial of God as he has revealed himself to us 
through his Son, Jesus Christ. When Jesus tells 
us that truth is something final and immutable, that 
love is the fundamental law, we recognize the voice 
of God. When Jesus, by living the truth and acting 
the love he spoke of, reveals to us the character of 
God, we see the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.

In a real sense Jesus is our authority for our belief 
in the Father and our authority for our belief in the 
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moral laws as the will of the Father. No man has 
seen God; the only begotten Son has revealed him. 
This has always been and remains the essential 
Christian faith. In New Testament times the deci­
sive Christian criterion was not simply whether a 
man believed in God and bowed to his will. The 
criterion was whether a man accepted Christ as 
Lord, confessed him as Lord, and obeyed him as 
Lord. Jesus himself claimed that all authority had 
been given him by the father, and that the man who 
rejected him rejected the authority of the Father.

There are no Christian nations, and there never 
was a Christian Europe, despite all the cathedrals 
that have pointed their spires towards heaven. But 
still it was possible to speak of a Christian civiliza­
tion in this sense: that most people accepted the 
authority of Christ in spiritual matters and recog­
nized an absolute difference between right and 
wrong; that nations in general ascribed to moral 
laws a divine function which struck them with fear 
or remorse when they violated them; that men and 
women venerated as immutable certain standards 
even when they sinned against them.

The great tragedy of our times is this: that Europe 
has to a large extent cut itself loose from the sanc­
tions of the Christian religion. The infamous Nazi, 
Robert Ley, who evaded the Nuernberg tribunal by 
committing suicide, wrote just before he took his 
life the following words: “Germany has deserted 
God, therefore God has deserted Germany.” It is 
certainly true that by deserting God, Germany has 
brought ruin upon herself. Another Nazi, who also 
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ended his own life, expressed his desertion of God 
thus: “Adolph Hitler is my conscience.” The vital 
question to Goering was not, “What does God say?” 
or, “What does Christ say?” but, “What does Hitler 
say?” And Hitler himself made his apostasy per­
fectly clear by decreeing that those things which 
promoted the greatness of Germany were right, and 
those things that prevented Germany from attaining 

z her ambitions were wrong. Falsehood and terror 
and murder became right. Moral standards were 
turned upside down. The leaders of a great nation, 
even while sometimes giving him lip service, revolted 
against the authority of God and became gods and 
lawgivers unto themselves.

This is symptomatic of that period of dechristian­
izing through which we have been passing and in 
which we are still living. The fruits are becoming 
apparent to many who once thought that religion 
was outmoded. They have discovered that by sever­
ing the religious roots of European culture men 
have condemned it to death. The moral capital in­
herited from Christianity has become or is becom­
ing exhausted. A branch from a cherry tree may be 
cut off one spring day and placed in a vase in your 
parlor. It will blossom for a time without any con­
nection with the tree. But you will pick no cherries 
from that branch. Even so, a culture grown from 
Christian roots will in time, if cut loose from them, 
wither in barrenness and death.

One may well ask how this revolt against God 
could occur in that part of the world which has been 
the main seat of Christianity for so many centuries.
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In answering, it is impossible to absolve the churches 
themselves from every guilt. In various ways they 
had reduced the authority of Christ. They misrepre­
sented the Christ they were to represent, and great 
masses among the nations of Europe knew Chris­
tianity only in more or less distorted forms. Three 
distinctive types of Christianity, each in its own 
way, failed to assert the fundamental principle of 
the lordship of Christ. First, the type which sub­
stituted the authority of a church for the lordship 
of Jesus. The decisive question was not, What does 
Jesus say? but, What do the creeds say? or, What 
do the church councils say? or, What does tradition 
say? Once a church admits any authority by the 
side of Christ’s, it opens the door for all errors. 
Ecclesiasticism, sacramentalism, and practices ut­
terly foreign to the spirit of Christ take the place 
of the simple religion of the New Testament, and 
people no longer see Jesus because of ceremonies and 
teachings of human origin. Great numbers of the 
so-called intelligenzia of Europe knew no other kind 
of Christianity. They deemed it a superstition un­
worthy of enlightened men and women and turned 
their backs upon it.

A second type of religionists undermined the 
authority of Christ by reducing him to a purely 
human level. An extreme theological liberalism made 
them deny the finality of Christ and the absolute­
ness of Christianity, thus undermining the faith of 
men and women. Such a Christianity could put up 
no real resistance against the forces of fascism and 
nazism, which swept great numbers along with 
them.
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A third type of Christians unknowingly restricted 
Christ’s authority by failing to press his claims to 
lordship in all the realms of life. To them Christian­
ity was concerned with the forgiveness of sins and 
life eternal, and had no message to men concerning 
the many problems of social and political life. They 
isolated our religion from human problems. Appli­
cation of Christian principles to such matters was 
considered a dangerous meddling with politics and 
could be no business of the churches. In all such 
matters it was a Christian duty to obey the govern­
ment or the Kaiser or the Fuehrer, as the case might 
be, without question, all responsibility resting with 
the rulers. But to countless men and women a reli­
gion which could speak no word of guidance to a 
nation standing at the crossroads of history was a 
religion for which they felt they had no use.

If the main problem of Europe is a religious 
problem, the religious crisis in Europe merits the 
closest attention. To my mind the fate of Europe 
rests with the outcome of this crisis. There can be 
no real cure for Europe without its turning to 
Christ. One of the most hopeful signs in present­
day Europe is the fact that so many Christians 
who formerly submitted meekly to human authority 
in so-called worldly matters, acknowledge their re­
sponsibility for what has happened in their nation 
and is happening in the world. They are asserting 
the claims of Christ in a new way. And another 
hopeful sign is the fact that thousands and thou­
sands, especially of young people in central Europe, 
are listening to their message.

Let us by no means think that evangelical Chris­
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tianity has passed through its crisis as yet. Not only 
is the awakening only partial, but in some areas of 
Europe it seems that a new testing time is imminent 
because of the spread of totalitarianism. The totali­
tarian state is desirous of ruling over every domain 
of human life, including the areas of the mind and 
of the conscience. Hence it is necessarily intolerant 
of Christianity. It may, therefore, persecute reli­
gion. Or, it may try to gain dominion over religion 
by taking it under its “protection.” If religion is 
good for the people, so the representatives of totali­
tarianism in, certain areas say, then it necessarily 
comes within the province of the state to supply it, 
support it, and control it. It still remains to be seen 
how the Christian leaders in certain areas will meas­
ure up to the situation. Our prayer must be that they 
will stand the test and refuse the state any authority 
in the realm of the soul.

There are two things American Christians can 
do: They can pray for a revival of true religion in 
Europe. They can also support the evangelical testi­
mony in this poverty-stricken continent in a mate­
rial way. The task of evangelization is nowhere done. 
It can never be done once for all. Like the farmer 
who has to do his work all over again each spring, 
prepare the soil and sow the seed year after year, 
the Christian churches must start all over again 
with each new generation and strive to bring the 
men and women of their own day to accept Christ 
as Lord.
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