
THE

Infinite Importance

O F T» B ^.

OBEDIENCE of FAITH,

AND OF A

Separation from the World, 

OPENED and DEMONSTRATED.

By ISAAC BACKUS,
Pastor of a Chukch xm Middlkforough.

Purifying their .Hearts ly Faith. A^s xv. 9*

We haw received Grace and ^Ipojllejhip far Obedience to the Faith 
among all Nations, Rom. i. 5.

If any Man low the World, the Low of the Father is not in him.
1 John, it. 15.

SECOND EDITION, CORRECTED AND IMPROVED.

BOSTON: '

Printed and fold by Samvel Hall, No. 53, Cornhill.

NDCCXCJ.



%

■

# er HIS difcourfe was frftpublijhed in 1767, the , 
year in which She law was made that brought 1 

alt the American war. It is now revved and correct­
ed, to bold up the living obedience of fafyh, as our only 
way of deliverance and happinefs.

Middleborough, Feb. 27, 1791.
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the

Infinite Importance 
/of the

OBEDIENCE cf FAITH.

James u. ^2.
Seeji thou how Faith wrought With his works, and 

by works was faith made perfect.

M
ANY have imagined that the apoftles, 
Paul and James, differed in fentimenc 
about juftifying faith 5 bccaufe the one 

fays, A man is juftified by faith without the deeds * 
of the law j and the other fays, By works a man 
is juftified, and not by faith only. But if we duly 
attend to the oc?afion and fcopeof their writings, it 
will pull down all fuch imaginations. For Paul 
was called to lay the foundation of Chriftianity, 
among nations who were ftrangers to revelation, 
and to the hope of the gofpel; which hope is built 
upon the pure mercy of God, as revealed in his 

* Son, and not upon any doings of the creature. And 
to fix thefe ideas in the mind is of infinite import­
ance to every child of Adam. But after Chriftian­
ity had become honorable among men, many pro- 
fc^d to believe inChrift, who neglected obedience 
to his laws, and imagined that true faith and holy 
works could be feparated. Therefore James was 
infpired to write unto the twelve tribes who were 
fcattered abroad, and to call them to rejoice ii> the 

divers



6 The infinite Importance of

divers temptations which they fell into, to try their 
faith and patience, in profperity or adverfity, in ' 
view of the crown of life, which the Lord hath 
promifed to them who love him. But he warns 
them again ft ever faying that God enticed any into 
fin; for all fin proceeds from the tufts of men. And ? 
to 'guard againft all error, he fays, Every good gift, 
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from thp Father of lights, with whom is no 
variablenefs, neither ihadow of turning. Of his 
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that 
we (hould be a kind of firft-fruits of his creatures.
James i. i—18. So that James held to the doc- 4 
trine of the entire depravity of human nature, and 
to regeneration and ialvation by the fovereign 
grace of God, as much as Paul did. TM^re was a 
(weet harmony between them ; as will more fully 
appear, if we confider the nature of faith, the in­
fluence of it upon human conduct, and how it is 
made perfed by works.

I. What is faith ? In the common affairs of 
life, faith is as eahly underftood as any word in lan­
guage $ but in religion, all arts have been'made 
ufeof to render it as obfcure and uncertain as pof- 
fible. When it refpeds a report dr teftiiinony, 
faith is receiving’what is reported or teftified /or 
truth j and when it relates to promifes and cove­
nants, it is verity and punduality in the promifer, 
arid truft and confidence in him or them to whom 
the promifes are made. And an impartial and ef- 
fedual execution of the laws, and fubmiffion and 
obedience thereto, is the faith of government. But 
how little of it is how feen in the world. When 
the Srin bf God was manifefted in the flelfi, his 
Servants faid, Who hajh believed our report ? 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing, by the word
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of God, Rom. x. 16,17. He that hath received 
his teftimony, hath fet to his foal, that God is true!; 
for he whom God hath fent fpeakefh the words of 
God j for God giveth not the Spirit by meafure 
Onto him. The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things intoHis hand. He that believeth 
oil the Soh, hath everlafting life 5 and he that be- 
Jieveth not the Son, (hall not fee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him. John iii. 33—36.
We are not of them who draw back unto perdition 
but of them that believe, to the faving of the fouj. 

' Now faith is the fubftance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not feen. For by it*the elders 
obtained a good report. Through faith we under- 
Hand that the worlds were framed by the word of 
God, fo that things which are leen were not made 
of things which do appear. By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent facrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained withefs, that he was righteous, 
God teftifying of his gifts; and by it he being 
dead, yet fpeakech. Heb. x. 39. xi. 1-^4. But 
Cain flew his brother, becaufe his own works were 
evil, and his brother’s righteous. 1 John iii. 12. 
And all that dwell upon the earth worlhip the beaft, 
who received his power from the devil, whofe 
names are not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb flain from the foundation of the world. Rev. 
xiii. 4—8. Friam whence we may fee the infinite 
importance of the obedience of faith.

Which leads us,
IK To confider the influence of faith upon hu­

man conduct. When God called Abraham out of 
Chaldea, he revealed to him, that a great nation 
Ihpuldfpring from him, who Ihould inherit the 
lahd of Canaan^ out of whom Ihould come the king 
Mefflah, in whom all the families of the earth fliould 

be
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be*Meffid. ’ ^Lnd Abraham believed in the Lord, 
and he accounted it to him for righteoufnefs. Yet 
after the promired child of Abraham was born, and 
had Obtained a great (hare in his affections, God 
fawfit to try his faith, by faying. Take now thy 
fon, thine only fon Ifaac, whom thou loveft, and 
get thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him 
there for a burnt-offering upon one of the moun- ’ 
tains which I (hall tell thee or. And Abraham was 
all obedience to the command, until God releafed 
him frdm the execution thereof, and faid, Now 
know 1 that thou feareft God, feeing thou haft not 
withheld thy fob, thine only fon from me. Gen. xii.
3. xv. 6. xxii. 1—12. But how could Abraham | 
believe that a great nation, and the king Meffiah, 
could fpring from that fon, if he was facrificed upon 
the altar ? Anfwer, He accounted that God was 
able to raife him up, even from the dead ; from 
whence alfo he received him in a figure. Heb. xi. 
19. Seeft thou hbw faith wrought with his works. 
He believed that God was always to be obeyed ; 
and that the iron gates of death could not hinder 
the fulfilment of his promifes. God gave him that 
fon, when he and Sarah were as good as dead $ 
therefore riothihg was too hard to do, nor any fa­
vour tbo^great toWxpeft, *n the way pf obedience* 
Fear aWlove were united in his foul, Which prin­
ciples had been divided by the fall; and faith, 
hope and love, tiffed his heavenly mind above all 
the obstacles that flefhly reafonings, or infernal 
temptations cq^ way. And they who
are-Of Bi^'tkC'fte are the children Of Abraham, 
and^hfinriBfcc^ to the promire. Gal. pi. 7,29. 
The believer views all the precepts of God to be 
true, and therefor^ to be obeyed; all his promifes 
to be true; therefore lie flfall be fupported ; and He 

views
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vit^s etemal things as red and near, therefore to 
be regardedwithout delay. The ferpentdeceived 
w wrtf E#fe, by reprefenting the law of God 
asunreafonab^ the penalty of it as feife j and 
by the fame am^ the minds of many profefled 
Chriftians hare been cfrriepted from the jiw^lwity 
d#t is dn Chrift. a|tor. si. 3. |Jy inheriting; a 
riwpZ/cfrjyofmeanings to the holy fcriptures, men 
have w^Wthewifelws more than brute bcafts, 
whoknowand obey their owners. Jude 4^1©, 
Mi. ji ^ 3* Yea, they are wo-fojd more the chil­
dren of heli than the Jews were, who were a gencra- 

' cion of vipers. Matt, xxiii. 1$, 33. For the Jews 
have a fixed reg#d for the law of Mofes, and for 
the land of Canaan, where they yet hope for an 
earthly ki ngdom; but profelytes to revelation, who 
We riot birn again, have ne fixed rale bf conduct, 
nor any country that tan fet any bounds to their 
pride arid love of money, which is the root of all evil. 
1 Tim* vi. j-*k. But true believers underftand 
our Lord/ when he fays, He that hath! my com- 
imndments, and keepeth them, he it is that ioveth 
nri j arid he Aitfiovcth me, (hall behoved of my 
Father^ and I wilt love him, arid will manifeft my- 
fdf to him* Jrihni Sir. s t. For this is the Jove of 
Godj chat we keep iris commandments; and his 
commandments are not grievous. 1 John v. 3. 
We therefore come, - H
ill. To confiderhowfaith is made iperfed by 

wdrks* ^ Ari infeed iyc^e fays, Whofoever Is 
bom of God, overcometh the world ; and this is 
the^vi^Oi^ diac over<wriech$he world, even our 
'^." < John v. <’. Asi4 living child, 'he grows 
k^pe^ wdintheknowledge of our Lord arid 
Saviour JetoChrift. aPeteriiL 18. Fw the path 
Of the juft is at the fhininglight, &#dhi<i&ll'i^bre 

B and
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aM^fti^^^^ day. Ptwi iv^!!;
®i^y|^>^ '.of the jtrkby? yet
fbrmtoanyi Wangen therefrom,whichare
kx><re^®#^ and experience.
#®W^|rw her (bn jacab w<s^ heir to. 
the peculiar promife of God to their family ; but 
hermiftakenapprehenfions caufed her to move J a- ? 
c©o to th^itj his father, in ordeOo get the bleff- 1 
^hignss if God heeded any fuck methods to help 
him-out w<h his ^ So far from it, that (he 
and her forfbraught themfelves into great perplex­
ities therein \ And when Jacob was returning 
from a twenty years exited none of his inventions 
could help him ; therefore he faid, O God of my I 
father Abraham, and God of myi father Ifaac> the 
Lord who faidft unto me, (Return upto,thy coun- 

, try, * and to ^ kindred, and I will (leal wel 1; with 
thee * I am hot worthy of the leaft of fall the mer­
cies, and of all the truth, which thou haft (hewed 
yn^ithy feryant; for with my ftafF I palled over 
this, Jordan jUnd now I am become two bands. 
Deliver me, I pray , thee, from the hand of my bro- 
then,; fromthe hand of Efau; for 1 fear him, left 
he will come and i (mite me, and the mother with 
j|te ^ , fie pleaded the promife of God, in
the way of Obedience to his precepts, and in fodo-

.|ngihafi^t^nedithe name oilfrael^ which Signifies, 
A prince of the Jirong God. -Gen. xxxii. 9—28. 

-Wjb||^^^^^^ Iffaelite
^M^$$^^ JohwL nw M W
. ^; |h)Ofii|;iirt availeth
apything|M^ but a new creature.
4njias^ib;^ according to this ride, peace 

4<g|l^B^ JB^^^ of Mofes
O^^Wt#^ ifft##ys court, and
k 1 above
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a&ve its terrors too p though fg^t was then the 
richeft, iand the moft powerful kingdom in Ml the 
world. Yet Mofes chofe to fuffer affli&ion with 
the people of God, rather than toenjoy the plea- 
feesoffin for a feafon j efteeming the reproach of 
®hri(bgreater >ehes than the treafures in Egypt ; 
for he had refpeCtudto the recompence of the re­
ward. By faith he forfook E^yptinoc fearing the 
wrath of the king ; for he endured as feeing lijim 
who is jnvifible. Through faith he kept the p4fc 
over, and the fprinkling of blood, left he that ^e*

, ftroyed rhe Bittern, fhould touchuhem* * Hefei xi i 
£4^284 Thus^ by works isfaithmade perfeCL 
The believer grows up to the ftaturC of a perfect 
man in Chrift Jefus. EpL iv, 13b Even fo &s w 
put .away ohildijb things. 1 Cor. xiiL 1 o, 11. AMb 
by works the perfection of faith is j»W^ manifeft. 
For Peter faid, Let all the houfe of Ifrael know 
affuredly, that God hath made that fame Jefe whom * 
ye have crudifeh both Lord and ChrilL ACts ii. 
^fe&Ibit is, He hath declared him to be the Son 
of God with power. Rom. i. 4. True faith is a 
growingprinciple* and by itsrexercife the perfect 
tfebofk ismade known, and believers let their 
light fhine before men* that they may fee their 
good Works, and glorify their heavenly Father. 
Matt. V* 16. 1 And though ail evildoers hate the 
light,1 yet#h^ conftraihed to glorify God
in the day of vifitation. 1 Peter ii.12. And this 
view of yhe obedience of faith may teach us many 
leffons ofgreat importance.

i*m Itmay reach usMieiunrealpnablcneft of aft 
the objections of men, againft the doCtrine of fov- 
ereign grace in Jefus Chrift. Many have repre4 
fented,fthat the belief of free and certain falvation 
in him, makes me|n carelefs about their conduCtin
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the world, at^ ^yh^ morality.
¥w iic&iajfi^ believed that doc­
trine, 1#^^^ myMs as a#th as I pleated; 
ami #1- believed that my good works could not 
procure the favour ofGod, andeternal Hfe, I 
y^tW&idrt” Butfuchlanguage may well 
remind us of thewordsofSolomon, who fays, When ? 
hethat is afbolwdketh by the way, his wifdom 1 
faileth him, arid he inch to every one that he is a 
fool. EccLx. j^ Foi- fuch men fhew plainly, 
that they love thenifclves above God and their 
heighbdurs ; and that the only refltaint upon their 
Idftsis fear of punishment, or Some other felfiih 
tad* And therefore, under high pretences to rid-1 

Jm* they $&& deal with r^iielatiw^ as crafty poh* 
ticians.d© with? bills which are propofed for laws 5 
namely, to .endeavour to fpy fauk^ therein, and 
pmp©& amendments, in order that, fuch Jaws may 
bereje&tdar laft. But before men even Venture 
to ^e^ evilof the things iMcb they brow not^ let 
them reafbn about things Which they do know, 
according to the. above principles. Let one of 
diem come out and fty, M 1 have a very loving 
and faithful wife j and 1 keep her fo by often 
threatcning to divorce or forfake h^ and J have 
noHvay rth^><*htr^ good order, but by ever 
holding her in^^e^ about my Unfh^en Jove lb 
M' Ftawcsdfe I l^jy of obedient children, 
trtl^ are kept filf ^r^ and by always hold- 
ing them in ttoubt about ever enjoying my inherit 
tance.” If men could not deceive others about 
their fouls, any more than fuch reafonings would 
do about their bodies and families, they could not 
fubvert whole hbufes, teething things which they 
ought ndt, for filthy lucre’s! fake, si many do. Ti- 
tusi. 10, 11. God faid, Two fhall be oneflefh ;

but
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btifche^hat i$ joined unto the Lord is one fpirit. 
i Con vi. 16, 17. And the believer! fays to 
Chrift, Set fine at a leal upon thine heart, as-a 
feal upon thine arm ; for love is ftrong as death, 
jealoufy is cruel as thp grave. Cant, vii 6^» 
fio^ cruel then are jilt teachers, who reprelent 
affurance of the eternal love of God to the foul, 
as that which would make it carelefs about ©be* 
dience to him I God fays, i have made a covenant 
with my chofen, I have Iworn unto David my 
fervant.—If his children forfake my law, and walk 

r not in my judgments ; if they break my fta* 
tutcs, and keep not my commandments ;4hen will 
I vifit their tranfgreflion with the rod, and their 
iniquity with ftripes j nevertheWfs» my loving kind* 
nefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuller my 
faithfulnefs to fail ; my covenant will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips» 
Phlm lx#ix. 3, 30*34. Beloved, now are we 
the funs ©fGod, and it doth not yet appear what 
we Ihallbe 5 but we know, that when he (hall ap- 
pear, we Jiall be like him ; for we Ihall fee him 
as he is. And every man that hath this hope in 
him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure. 1 John 
Hi. a, 3. Therefore all men. who imagine that af* 
furance of oyr being the children of God, and heirs 
efeemd life# is injurious to the caufe of holineft, 
or df human happinefs, have not that exercife of 
faith which he requires. And this may teach us,

2. The reafon why all fin is included in unbe­
lief. T®oi|r Lord fays. Every one that doth evil, 
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, left 
his deeds Ihould be reproved. But he that doth 
truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be 
made manifeft, that they are wrought in God. TJie 
Comforter will reprove the world o£ fin, and of 

righteoufnefs.
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righteoufnefs, and of judgment: of fin, becaufo 
they believe not on me. John hi. 20, 21. xvh 
7W9. j 1 Jem and Gentiles are all under fin. God 
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might 
have mercy upon all.^ S^m. iih 9. xi. 32. There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither borid 
porifree,i there is /neither male nor female 1 for y| 
are. all one in Chrift Jefus ; arid if ye be Chrift *s, 
then are ye Abraham^ feed, and heirs according to 
the promife. Gal. iii. 28, 29. The covenant of 
circumcifionmade a great difference between Jews 
and Greeks, bond and free, males and females ; 
but the Gofpel removes all thefe difon&ions, and 
opens a door for each finner to cam^ to God through 
his Son j 4nd all who do fo are equally fairs of 
promife. Heb. vi. 17, 18. But the main of the 
natural children of Abraham, loved their lands, 
their oxen,^ and their wives, above the Son of God, 
and his .Gofpel feaft । and therefore he faid. None 
ofthofe m^n which were bidden, fhali tafte of my 
fopper.^—So likewife, whofoever he be of you, that 
forfaketh not all that he hath, be cannot fa my dif- 
ciple. Lukxiv. 15—27,33. But men have been f 
fo fan from believing this truth, that multitudes 
have imagined that they werexmade difciples of 
Chrift, and heirs of the promifes of the Gofpel, 
without their own knowledge or choice; And they 
do ?nbt ;m believe, that intemperance will bite 
like a ferpent, and fting like an adder ; nor that 
uncleannefs is like lying down in the ocean, or 
Upon the top of a maft. No, nor that the getting 
of treafurieaby a lying tongue, is a vanity tolled id 
and fro of them who feek death. Pror.oi# 6i 
xxiii. 31*^35. JAad. of believing the word of 
truth, they ■ bend their tongues like their bow for 
teh but they are not valiant for the truth upon 

the
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the earth ; for they proceed from evil td evil, ahd 
they know not me, faith the Lord.—-They have 
taught their tongue to ipeak lies, and weary theiW- 
felves cd commit iniquity. Jer. ix. 3, 5. ? Mu^h 
ufe is made of the makim, “ Of two evils chufe 
the leaft 5” but how is it applied ? There is the 
evil of Jin, and the evil of affliction ; the one is k- 
gainftGod; the other affects felf; and how often 
does felf prevail ? Wealth, health, and friendftii^ 
are the deareft; things in this'world. Job fpake 

' well of God under the moft furprizing lofe of the 
' two former of thefe ; but when friend fly p Tailed 

him, and rather increafed his forrows, he curfed 
the day of his birth. And after he had wearied 
himfelf and others, in vindicating his charader, 
Elihu faid to him, Take heed, regard not iniquity^ 
for this haft thou chofen rather than affliction. And 
God brought him to fay, 1 abhor my/elf and re­
pent in duft and alhes. Job xxxvi. 21. xlii. 6. 
And they who lived by faith, chofe to endure cruel 
mockings, fcourgings, imprifonment, and death, 
rather than accept of deliverance in any finful way. 
Heb. xL 35—38. ^nd from hence we may fee, 

III. The infinite importance of a jeparation o£ 
the church of Chrift from the world. He fays, Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; 
for what feilowfhiphath righteoufnefs with unright- 
eoufnefs ? and what communion hath light with 
darknefs ? and what concord hath Chrift with Bel iai ? 
or what part hath he that believeth, with an infidel ? 
and what agreement hath; the temple of God with 
iddlsl for ye are the temple of the livingGod; asGod 
hitch faid, I will dwe|l in them; and walk in them; 
and Lwilbbe their God, and they fliall be my ped- 

ipk. / Wherefore come out from among them,; an® 
ibe ye foparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the 

. 7 unclean
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Unclean । things and I will receive you, and will 
be a father unto you, and ye ftdl he my Ions and 
daughters, faith the Lord Admighty^ Having 
therefore thefe promifes (dearly beloved) kt os 
cleanfe ourfclvesfrom Ml fikhinefs of the ftefh and 
fprk, perfectingholihefs in the fear ofGod. a Cor. 
ad. 14HH J* vh« f- Btohkudes have been deceived 
with the pretence, that we are only required to 
fepnw i® ©I*® infidels and idolaters. But the 
Jima are more firm believes in revelation, and 
greater enemies to open idolatry, than any other 
men are, who are not born again. And the ch urch 
of Rome are open idolaters, and yet arc as firm 
believers in revelation as any natural men are. It 
is aifo a certain fad, that putting baptifm before a 
perknM pnofeffion bf faith in thrift, and holding 
a fucceffive power in mi sifters to adminifter it, 
came from the church of Rome, ihe is the mother 
of harlots, and all churches who go after any lowers 
but Chrift, for a temporal Jiving, are guilty of 
ffygwiglte barlot. When the priefts in ifrael did 
j^fiMAid, As twapsM rubbers wait for a man, 
fo the company of priefts murder in the way by con- 
'fi«j fbr^hey commit bewdnefs. Hofeaii. 5. vi. 9/ 
Oiraft is die only door or® his church, and all 
teackrs who do not come in by faith in him, are 
M^oet and robbers. John x. 1—w. Suffering is 
Unavoidable, in this finful world; but the command 
f^r^^s^nejof -you fufihras was a
1^O#ii»i giiiserjWas a &u$Mp in--other 
ftnes’s! matters: ¥et if any masdifc# a Cbrifiian, 
kt him not be alhamed j but let him glorify God 
onthisbehalf. Jfrwiv. ifji^ The word whidh 
inhere translated bufibody, means an overfeer, and 
lit is fometimestranflated bi/bop. Therefore, after 
a gloriousircvival af religion in our land, fifty years 

ago.
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ago, th iwfiifters, both in the Mafiachutetts and 
in Connecticut, took the firft of thefe verfes to 
prove that it was one “ of the greatest crimes, ” for 
any minifter to preach Hie Gofpel within any parifli 
where another miniver W fettled*  without his 
content. They called it, ^ doing the office of a 
bifhep in another’s d^bcefe.”* From whence the 
church of England took encouragement, that they 
fhould get their religious feheme eftabliffied in 
America; and they purfued the^ZWp defign, until 
they forced us into a feparation from them. Yet 
many minifters in America, who received their 
power to be fupported by forc^ in the name of the 
king of Great-Britain, hold that power*  over the 
people to this day. They have exhorted rulers 
and people to venture their eternal all upon the 
truth of Chriftianity, while themfelves refufe to 
truft it for a worldly living. And this deceit and 
cruelty is made ufe of by many, to require their * 
minifters to go a warfare at their own charges; and 
if minifters inculcate the laws of Chrift for their 
fupport, artful .men will ruin their characters, if 
poflible. Yea, as Chrift was crucified between 
tWo thieves, even fo is his caufe now dealt with. 
AU the villainies that have ever been a^ted under 
the name of Chriftianity, are caft as a reproach 
upon the pure laws of Chrift ; while the hypocrify 
and infidelity of multitudes is recurred to, as a 
reafon for continuing the ufe of force to fupport 
religious minifters. God fays, A good name is 
rather to be chofen than great riches, and loving 
favour rather than filver and gold. Prov. xxii. 1. 
Now all the country are engaged to deted, and to 

hang

• Chauncy’s Thoughts. 1743, p. 42,43. Newhaven Coafociation agajpfl 
Robbias, 1748/p. 43, Myhutory, vol. 2, p. 153,182.
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lipg^i whorpb others of film or gold j while 
;iriulticy^^iB try every deceitful art to rob all of 
there good name, ^a fear and obey s God above 
man* And when they kave robbed them of their 
good name, they can alfo force away their money, 
for the fupporc of deceitful teachers, and for other 
evil purpofes. </e«i^ the words of God, is t^e 
worft kind of theft. Jen xxiii. 30. This is dohe | 
by claiming the promifes of God, without obeying ' | 
his/^/r. The Jews who did fo, were guilty of | 
/^^^//njjiand Ah/^j, Rom. ii. 21, 22. j 
And hojw full is the world of thefe evils in our day I j 
Multitudes claim the promife of God to Abraham, |
withoutj doing the works of Abraham. For Grid 1 
laid, I know him, that heiwilj command his chil­
dren, and his houfhedd after him, and they Ihall J 
keep the way of the Lord* to do ^ftice and judg- j 
went; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath fpoken of him. Gen. xviii.19.
He will, and they jhall, was the language of his firft { 
covenant with Abraham and his feed ; and I will, j
and they Jhall, is the language ofjiis fecond cove- j
nant with them ; and he took away the firft that I
he might eftablilh the fecond. Heb. viii. 10, 13/ |
x. 9, And this may teach us^ ; I

4, What the Reparation is, which believers are j
required to maintain. It is not any carnal divifion j
among mankind. So far from it, that the word 3
ofGod^, Recompenfe tono man evil for evil. |
Provide ^ingUm/ in the fight of all men. If |
it be pofiible, as much as lieth in you, live peace- |
able with all men. Owe no man any thing, but |
to love one another, Markthem which caufe di- f
vifions and offences, contrary to the dollrine which ye |
have learned; and avoid the^t For they that are y
fuch, ferve not our Lord Jefus Chrift, but their |

own1 ®
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own belly ; and by good words and fair fpeeches 
deceive the hearts of the fimple. Rom. xii. i7, 18. 
xiii. 8. xvL 17,18. Their £0/ is their belly, their 
glory is in their fliame, who mind earthly things. 
Phil* iii. 19; Thefe be they 'who feyarate the^ 

felves, fenfual, having mt the Spirit. Jude 19. 
Covetoufnefs is idolatry. Cob iii. $. And when 
our Lord Cent his Gofpel into the wide field of the 
world, he knew that many would profefs to believe 
in him, who would appear by their fruits to be 
children of the devil 5 and allo, that when the 
fword came into the hands1 of his fervantSi they 
would incline to ufe it, to root up fuch tWesi But 
he faid, Nay ; left while ye father up the tares, ye 
root up alfo the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harveft. Mat. xiii. 24—30,37— 
43. This he fays of the world, while he fays to 
his church, I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man ch^h called a brother be a 
fornicator, orcoiretous; or an idolater; or a railer, 
or a drunkard, or ap cxiorrioher,with fuch an one, 
no not to eat.-—Put away from among yOurfelves 
that wicked perfon. 1 Cor. v. 11—13. But by 
confounding church and world together, which is 
myftery Babylon, all thefe characters have been 
lawgivers and judges for the church of Chrift. 
And n®w, truth is fallen in the Jireet, and equity can­
not enter. And the nations are rejoicing at the 
profped: of enjoying the honours and profits of re­
ligion, without being tormented with fears of fu­
ture punifhment. Rev. xi. 7—10. But God will 
yet repay fury to his enemies, and • recompense to 
the islands. And he fays to the Redeemer in 
Zion, My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, Jhall wot depart wt 
of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy feed, nor 

out
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out of the mouth of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord, 
from henceforth and forever. Ifai. lix. 14—21. And 
from hence an inspired apoftle proves, that the 
Jew will again be ingrafte^ into the church, by the 
word and Spick of God# which, will be Mfe from the 
dead. Itom± ri* *5^2j> Which fcripture hath 
been often brought to provy, that rhe natural o^ 
fpring of Christians are taken into the covenant of 
grace with them, without their oWn knowledge or 
choice ; and alfo that fouls >h0 are truly convert­
ed/ may f el foil from grace received, and perilh 
foreyer. And innumerable? evils have proceeded 
from the pradke of letting’ every believer in the 
place of Abraham, inftead of viewing him as in 
eminent type of Jefus Chrift, the great head of the 
church. For Abraham had no right to circum- 
eife any perfan who was not born m his houfe, un­
til he had bought him as aferwani with money. 
And his feed were to deftroy all the inhabitants of 
Gmaan, when theic wqwtyawas foil. Gen. xv. 1€. 
Wth 13/14; And a&CMHan privileges are much 
greater than the Jews enjoyed* the nations who 
have profefled the name ofChriftianity, have claim-; 
ed a right to feize upon the lands of the heathen, 
andtodeftroy or ertflave all men, as far as they 
could extend their fwH. They have denied that 
God ever repealed his covenant with Abraham. 
Whereas circumcifion was the Ihedding of human 
bloods And after Chrift had purchased his people 
with his own blood, he fa id, Circumcifion is no- 
thing, and uncircumcifion is nothing, but the keep- 
ing thet commandments of God. i|e are bought 
with a pride, be not yt ^tfirvanis of men. 1 Cor. 
vikl^ aj/ Which is a full repeal of the cove­
nant of circumcision) as he calls his covenant with 
Abraham. Ads vii. 8. Infant baptifm never was
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a commandment of God ; but it is a AW^ 
vention of men, whereby they have held his Church 
in bondage. His faints are his, only temple here 
below ; and becaufe the Jews reje&ed the facrifice 
of Gh rift, God chofeAheir delufions, and brought 
their fears upon tlw. Ifai. Ixvi. 1—4. Ads vii. 
48—53« They faid. If we let him thus alone, all 
men will believe on him j and the Romans Ihall 
Come and take away both our place and nation. 
Yet when a Roman governour would not condemn 
him for blafphemy, they accufed him of high trea* 
fon, and faid. If thou let this man go, thou art not 
Cefar’s friend^*—We have no king but Gffar. Johh 
xi. 48, xih 12, 15. And Cefar came and burnt 
their temple, and ddlroyed their nation, in a molt 
terrible manner. They faid. Crucify him, cruci­
fy him 5 and the Romans crucified a great num­
ber of the Jews. The caufe of their rage againft 
Ghrift and his difciples, was the reftraint which 
light land truth hid upon their confciences. Bet 
God faid, Why do the heathen rage, and the peo­
ple imagine a vain thing ? the kings of the earth 
fet themfelvcs, and the rulers take counfel toge­
ther, againft the Lord, and againft his Anointed, 
faying, Let us break their bands afunder, and CaR 
away their cords from us. Walm ii. r—>3. ’Upon 
which the difciples lifted up their voice to God 
with one accord, and faid. Lord, thou art God 
which haft made Heaven and earth, and the fea, 
and all that in them is ; who by the mouth of thy 
fervgnt David haft faid, Why did the heathen rage, 
and t^e people imagine' vaiiohiogs 3 the kings of 
the , earth Rood up, and the rulers were gathered 
toother againft the Lord, and againft his Qbr^i 
For of a truth againft thy holy child Jefus, wh®m 
thou haft anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 

with
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wuh the Gentiles, and the people of Ifrael were 
? gathered ^ for tb do whatfoever thy hand 
and thy coynfoi determined before to be done* 
|^i^ MHwI^ Thefethings were all determin- 

' tljwre ^.pei; ttA|et wcrewickedlyaded ^ 
ij^i- whichtwo tta^ are now generally demed 
through the world. Bekt uslearn, > 1

5. flow God is fulfilling his word* in the late 
events of his providence. After the Jews returned 
from Babylon, and began to build the temple at 
Jerufalem, fome of their old men wept, becaufe it 
appeared as nothing in their eyes, to comparifon 
withSplomon’stemple.« But God faid unto cheiii, 
According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when ye came out ofEgypc, to mi^ r«nainr 
eth with you, fear ye not j: for thui faith the Lord 
of hofts, yet once, it is a little while, and I will 
Mg the Heavens and the earth, and the fea, and 
^feWi and I will fliake alienations^ anti the 
defire pfallnationsihall come, and I will fill this 
hpufe with glory> faith the Lord of hofts. Hag. ii. 
£*-7. And accordingly, the Son of God came 
into the focond temple, and fought as no man ever 
did before. And after he had giv^n himfelf a 
|g|ife for our fins, he afcended to Heaven, and 
gave the H^ Ghoji and fire, whereby three thou- 
fand fouls were bom in a day. And all who were 
thus born, in every country, ^s lively ftones, were 
built up a Spiritual houfe, an My pritfiMd to offer 
up^fpir&uai Ja^ God by Jefus
^^l^ ' rM’w-^t. He 4 our only High Prieft; 
a^^v^ioife;^ are a holy prieft*
hood, .jw^hm^^swi?b^dly* #0 die throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
to help in time of need. Heb* iv. 15,16. The 
mercy-feat was placed upon the ark, in which the 

law
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law rfGoft«# k^«te^? ^ ,tAiO 
faid, Thm^B#(e#sW^ 
mune $itlj#iie^fc^
between thoftwo <terubims,which ardwjfoto..^ 
arkof the |#»fl^0f all tM^wH#wpe 
thee in commandment unto rife children of I frack 
Exod. xxv.>a. Therefore aft# Gtol W# 
cended to Heaven, and gimMe Udj^iwitre 
his church* the apoftle of the Gentiles faid* See 
that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh > for if: they 
efcaped not who refufed him that fpake omearth* 
much more fhall not we ik^ if we turn away 
fromhim that fpeaketh from Heaven :* whole voice 
then fhook the earth ; but now he hath promifed, 
laying Yet once more'I fhake not the earth only* 
bh#iJtoe0.' And this word, yet once mot^ 
fignifieth the? removing of thofe things that are 
Ihaken, as of things which are made, that thofe* 
things which cannot be Ihaken may remain. 
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may 
ferve God acceptably, with reverence and godly 
fear; for our God is a confuming fire. Heb. xii.
St^wwJ^ •

His fire of truth and love, removed the national 
conftitution of the Hebre w church, which was from 
Heaven, and it (hook down all earthly kingdoms. 
And though the Gentiles introduced * national 
fchemes of religion, whereby the holy city of God 
hath been trodden under foot, ever fince the beaft 
arofe out of the bottomlefs pit 5 yet when the fev* 
enth angel fhall found his trumpet, great voices 
will be heard in Heaven, faying. The kingdoms 
of this World are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Chrift, and he foall rcigndbrever 
and even—And the temple ofGod was opened in 

Heaven,
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HMaiWj o&thew temple the ark
of-^sku^hMf^ and
i^le^^&attii^< and an earthquake, and 
^# hi ; 1< ^7»i!iki, 1^19. ^Then -it 
^^t ft^ that the only way of tnercy forfinners^ 
is by faith in Chrift*'-in whom the two tables of the 
law at#, kept whole. For on the two com mand - 
me^'Mi Jiving God with all ear powers, add 
Jovingour neighbours Jas ourfelves, hang all the 
Jaw .and the prophets. Matt. xxii. 36—40. This 
js that good part, whichfhallnet be taken away 
from any who bhoefe this law of love. Luke x. 
25-^28,42. It is the' circumcifion of the heart* 
which delivers ns*from dogs, evil workers* and tie 
concifion. Rom/ii^i iNiih^ the
change which God requires of uspand whith^e 
•hath promifed towork in us. ■ #Ic laid to the 
church of Ifrael, Circumcife the forefldn of your 
heart, and be no more ft iff-necked. And when 
they were fcattered among all nations, he faid, 
the Lord thy God will circumcife thine heart, 
and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart and with all thy foul, that thou 
mayeft live.—The word is very nigh unto thee, in ’ 
thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayeft do 
it. Deut. x. 16. xxx. 6—14. If any man have 
not the Spirit of Cbrift^ he is none oL his.—For 
Orftis tie end of cte l^fbr righceoufnefs to 
everyonethat believethi^fc with the heart man 
t^M wh righteoufnefs, and with the mouth 
c^feflion is made unto falvation.—Him that is 

pwtakdn the faith receive you, but not to doubtful 
''^^1^4' Rom. viiu y. x. 4, w. xiv. 1. Be­
ware left any man fpoil you through philofophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Chrift ;
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Toff in him dwelleth all tte|ilnel< # Godhead 
boliiy; and ye are cemffete in him, which is ihe 
H^ad of all principality and power* I# whom 
abb ye are circumcifed with the circumcifion made 
without hands, in putting off the body of the Ifes . 
of the flefli, by thyircumcifion of Chrift j buried 
With him in baptnm, wherein alfo you are ^ 
with him through the faith of the operation of God, 
who hath raifed him from the deadj Col. IC 8^.1 a* 

Yet in the fecond and third centuries; philosophy 
and vain deceit, carried teachers into the pr£&t& 
of fetting up themfelves as priefts, in diftin&ioii 
from the brethren; and of fetting up feme teach­
ers above others, under the name of bilhops ; with 
ah imagination that they could regenerate periods 
by baptizing of them . And in the fourth century 
Conftantine adopted this corrupt fcheme, as an en­
gine of ftate-policy* And in writing to each 
bifhop, he ftyled him, “ Your holineh,” Which* 
was fo pleating to them, that one of them Went 
and delivered a long oration id the prefenceof 
Conftantine, in the thirtieth year of his reign, 
wherein he laid, <c His empire refembleth thetc^ 
leftial empire, fo that lifting up bis eyes to Hea- 
ven, he governcth his fubje&s in this inferior em­
pire, according to-the pattern and foM 
heavenly empire* for law, which is Bl rig of ail, 
hath preferred a Monarchy to fee a government 
moft fuitable to a prince aid'f^hr' For a Mon­
archy doth exceed all other kinds of common­
wealths and manners of government 5 for that 
government is various which corififteth in anAfi- 
ftocracy, or a government of m^ri e^tMih riches 
and dignity 5 alfo a Democracy,; or goverhmerit ’df 
the people, which is oppofed fo a Monarchy, !8 
father a feditious confufion than a government/’

D । Yer
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rTi||t|^^l|V^!^ until near his death ; 
^i^^pi 'f Conftantine was. the firft of 
||^|^|^ the. new
.^fb of baptifm, and that was figned with the fign 
oftheir^^ And when they buried him they 
Bd^lS priefts and people, with tears and la- 
tatation^ prayed unto God for the Emperor’s

From whcnce we may fee^ that enmity againft a 
free-government of the people, calling minifters 
pqeH^, b^ptifin regeneration, ufing the fign of the 
^crols,and praying for the dead, were all as early 
as the ule of titular force to fupport ChriWian 
ijjinife ^nd by removing the feat of the em­
pire tp Conftantipople, and dividing it among his 
three ions,, Conftanpne made wa^for the bilhopof 
Rpme toexalt himfelf above all men upon earth, 
and above the God of Heaven, who can never vi­
olate his promife or oath, or entice any into fin. 
XthcJ ii.;j—u. And on May 4, 1493, the 
^^er^TO was firft difcovered, the Pope 
2^ iftA^e trowapfSpain, And chough hy 
Sb^ after received & deadly wand^bj thejwerd cf 
^he Stirity y^t that deadly wound was healed. Rev. 
sW^r:^ For thcPfoteftant beaft hath
^^|hd^id flavery round the worlds in gal- 
W< ^d*g^qb^ : far as the firft beaft ever
0^1®*^^ beafts of Britain and Spain, 
.ffi^l^ antitrade of the
fi£j$e^“cp,t^ world, between
jO^|:^ came from
^foneM^^d, is continued in fcvcral of the 
J||J^o|^^ For when the freemen
^Mj^Jc^ts eleded Delegates to frame a 
^w^ffil#^^ us, jtlAy cm-

, *Eu(ebi us’s Life of Conftantine; London edition, 1663, p. 2^ 71,73,96,
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powered the majority ineach corporationtofbfce 
the reft to fupport fuch religious- teachers aS* they 
were pleated 60 choofe. Add ter jbffify3 W/^ they 
faid, <cAs the happipefs of a people, and the good 
order and prefervatfon of civil gownte 
dally depend upon piety, religion, and morality7 
and as thefe cannot be generally diMd'thrSu^J 
a community, but by theihftiiution of th^puWc 
worlhip of God, and of pt^lic inftru0ib^ 
ty, religion, and morality : therefore^ ^ 
their happinefs, and to tenure the good order and 
preterVation of their government, the^ople^bfthis 
Commonwealth have a right to inveft their legis­
lature with power to authorite and it^airei ^and 
the legislature Shall, from time id titiiep bttohfe 
and require the feveral towns, parhhes, -precincts, 
and other bodies-politic, or religious fbaeiies, to 
make testable provision, at their own expente, for* 
the institution of the public worfhip of God, and 
for the maintenance of pubiicprW^^feacWs of 
piety, religion, and morality, ift all <&tes ? where 
fuch provision ihall not be made voluntarily/’ But 
they let up the minifters ofw»|r^M churches, 
as the only minifters who fhould be dvefteers of 
the Univerfity at Cambridge;. 1 And beth^uf thete 
names were excluded from being a teft of Ou^Civil 
rulers 5 but each of them muft Mhy; ^ I believe 
the Chriftian religion,J and hive a firm perfuafion 
of its truth,” when he enters itfto his office. If 
^oman catholics will fay thefe words; they may be 
lawgivers and judges for us about the worship of 
God. Audio 1785^ the dodritte of purgntery was 
published in Bofton. In 1783, thb Srefident of 
the Unlverfity id Connecticut Said to^theif legifla- 
ttife, (< ^QmM»t is founded in property i ^d re- 
fides where that is, whether in the hands of the few

or
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er ^*-*4ta congregational and prefbyterian de- 
nomiwions, however hitherto deipifed, will, by 
the blcffing of Heaven, continue to hold the great- 
eft hgufe in America; and, notwithftanding all the 
fruitleft labours and exertions to profelyte us to 
othercommunions, become more numerous than 
the whdle collective body of bur fellow protef^itj 
in feurb^/’t And on March 23,1786, the le^if. 
lature oftheMaffachufetts made a law, which 
gives wh inhabitant the power of voting in town 
affairs, who pays two thirds more in one tax, than 
a poll tax. And it fays, “ That the freeholders, 
and other, inhabitants in each refpedive town, qual­
ified as aforefaid, at the annual meeting, for the 
choice of town officers, or at any other town meet­
ing regularly warned, may grant and vote fuch 
fums of■ money, as they ihall ju^e neceffary for 
the fettlement, maintenance and fupport of the 
miniftry, fthooh, the poor, and other neceffary 
charges, jM#P^ fame town ; to be af*
fefled upon the polls and property within the fame, 
asby iawprovided/’

Herethe majority of voters in each town ar^ 
empowered to compel the reft to fupport fuch 
teachers as they are pleaftd to chooft, without any 

• regard tb the faith of the Gofpel. I ndeed they 
are to be pr0/^#r teachers. But this name orig* 
inated in Germany. twelve years after Luther began 
the reformation -there 3 and above twenty thoufand 
men were hired from thence, to aflift the protejiante 
in Britain, in their late bloody attempt to enllave 
America. And the congregational name was in- 
vented at Bofton, where they hanged four perfons, 
an hundred and thirty years ago, for oppofing their 
cruel fcheme, And bur conftitution lays, “ No 

fubordination
+ Eleftion Sermon at Hartford, May 8, 1783, p. 8, 73.
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fubordination of any one feft or denominationto 
another, Ihall ever be eftabli&ed by law/’ And the 
men who framed it, faid to the people, on March 
2, 1780, “ Your Delegates did not conceive them- 
felves veiled with power to let up one denomina­
tion of Chriftians above another; for Religion muft 
at all times be a matter between God and individ­
uals.” , So that the above law is a violation of a 
foundation principle of our government, and di* 
redly againft the nature of religion. And bonefi 
people, in our various towns, are daily expofed to 
the fpoiling of goods or imprifonment, for refuf- 
ing to undermine our government, ^d to violate 
their allegiance to our Lord Jefus ChrifL For he 
is the only lawgiver for bis ebureb; and every fmet 
who will net bear him, JbaU be defir^eAfrom among 
the people. Ads iii. 22, 23. He was fo far from 
giving any countenance to his church, in their in- 
vafion of the work of civil rulers, that when on^ 
defired him to (peak to his brother to divide the 
inheritance with him, Jefus faid, Man, who made 
me a Judge er a divider over you? He knew that 
the way to avoid the leaven of hypocrify, w&s t& 
keep the government of his church diftinft from 
the world. Luke xii. 1—*14. Murder and lying 
came from the devil. John via. 44. . And from 
him came the power which has been claimed, by 
the chdrches of Rome and BngUhd, co idroh&the 
lands and trade of America between them. Neither 
can the putting of baptifm before a perfonal con- 
feffion of faith in Chrift, and fupporting religious 
minifters by the (word of the m^iftrate, be traced 
up to any better fource. The covenant of cir- 
cumcifion yoked believers and unbelievers together 
in the church of Ift^b uhdl Chr^
his blood for us* But the covenant of bircum- 

cifion,
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cifioflj an^ th covenant of g race, are as diM in 
^Hb<#ej^ as HagarandSarah were in their 
condition, oras Sinai and Zion are in their fitu- 
ation. The cifl^w of thefirft were born after the 
j^, while the children of the fecond are bom after 
tbeSpiriti and the promife is to the children of the 
fite/w«h^ And Paul fays, Stand faft therefore 
in the liberty wherewith Chrifb hath made us free, 

. and be not entangled again with thej^ of bond- 
agei^^^itle leave# leav&tetb tbe vshole lump, Gal. 
it.2t^ji. v. ar|. *

And this, country is now fo much leavened with 
hypocrify, that our wifeft men have excluded a|I 
religious teftsfromthegovernment Of thefe Unit* 
edStates. And when great oppofition was made 
thereto at BoAon, threei years ago, a noted con­
gregational minifter faid, “The %reat objed of 
religion being God fupreme, and the feat of religion 
in man being the heart or confcience, that is, the 
reafon God has given us, employed on our moral 
a&ions, at their moft important conferences, as 
relatedeothearibunalof^ hence I infer, that 
God alone is the? God of the confcience, and con- 
fequently, attempts to ered human tribunals for the 
conferences of men, are* impious encroachments 
upon the prerogatives of God.” All religious 
tdis, impofed by men, are againft piety, religion^ 
ocndmorality, Md the J to minifter had faid to 
on# WjfiOawei near ten years before, “ Let the re- 
^^^tf rdigfs once be broken down, as they 
infallibly would be by leaving the fubjed of pub- 
iicworlhip to the humours of the multitude, and 
we might well defy all human wifdom and power 
•to* fupporcandxpreferve order and government in 
Ael w^hM #&M& infallibiiity has failed him, 
it is hoped thatour civil ruhrs will loon leave the 

government
9
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government of the chtirch to the laws and Spirit 
of Ch ri ft, and not believe any teachers, who will 
not truft him for a temporal living. Por Jefus fays, 
If any man love me, be will keep my words j and 
my Father will lore him, and we will come unco 
hit% and make qpr abode with him. John xiv. 23. 
If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
dodrine, receive him not into your houfe, neither 
bid him God-fpeed; for he that biddeth him God- 
fpeed, is partaker of his evil deeds. 2 John 10,11, 
Faithfulnefs in minifters and people to each other, 
and to avoid deceivers, are ever matters between, 
God and individuals, as much as faith in Chrift 
is for eternal falvation. And let God be true, । 
BUT EVERY MAN A LIAR. :

Lately publijhed by Ibe Author, and to be fold at the 
Shop No, 53, in Cornbill)
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