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<5 fH IS difeourfe was firft palrli//aed in 1767, the

~ year in which the law was made that brought
on the American war. It is now revifed and correst-
ed, to bold up the living obedience of faikh, as our only
way of deliverance and bappines. ‘

Middleborough, Feb. 27, 1791.




THE

INFINITE IMPORTANCE

OP THE

OBEDIENCECFFAITH.

JamEes 11. 22,

Seeft thou bow Faith wrought with bis works, and
by works was faith made perfesz.

M ANY have imagined that the apofties,
Paul and James, differed in fentiment
about juftifying faith ; becaufe the one
fays, A man is juftified by faith thhout the deeds .
of the law ; and the other fays, By works a man
is juftified, and not by faith only. But if we duly
attend to the occafion and fcope of their writings, it
will pull down all fuch imaginations. For Paul
was called to lay the foundation of Chriftianity,
among nations who were ftrangers to revelation,
and to the hope of the gofpel ; which hope is built
upon the pure mercy of God, as revealed in his
- Son, and not upon any doings of the creature. And
to fix thefe ideas in the mind is of infinite import-
ance to every child of Adam. But after Chriftian-
ity had becpme honorable among men, many pro-
- feffed to believe in Chrift, who negleted obedience
to his laws, and 1magmed that true faith and holy
works could be feparated. Therefore James was:
infpired to write unto the twelve tribes who were
fcattered abroad and to call them to rejoice Cllﬁg the
ivers




6  The infinite Importance of
divers temptations which they fell into, to try their

faith and patience, in profperity or adverfity, in

view of the crown of life, which the Lord hath
promifed to them who love him. But he warns
them againft ever faying that God enticed any into
fin; for all fin proceeds from the ufts of men. And
to guard againft all error, he fays, Every good gift,
and every perfe& gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no
variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. Of his
own will begat he us with the word of truth, that
we fhould be a kind of firft-fruits of his creatures.
James i. 1—18. So that James held to the doc-
trine of the entire depravity of human nature, and
to regeneration and falvation by the fovereign
race of God, as much as Paul did. THere was a
weet harmony!between them ; as will more fully
appear, if we confider the nature of faith, the in-
fluence of it upon human condu&, and how it is
made perfe& by works. |
I. Whatis faith? In the common affairs of
life, faith is as eafily underftood as any word in lan-
guage ; but in religion, all arts have been'made
ufe of to render it 'as obfcure and uncertain as pof-
fible. When it refpefts a report or teftimony,
faith is receiving'what is reparted or teftified -for
truth ; and when it relates to promifes and cove-
nants, it is verity and punétuality in the promifer,
and truft and confidence in him or them to whom
the promifes are made. And an impartial and ef-
feftual exccution of the laws, and fubmiffion and
“obedience thereto, is the faith of government. But
how little of it is' now feen in the world. When
the Son of God was manifefted in the fleth, his
fervants faid, Who hath believed our report ?
Faith ‘cometh by hearing, and hearing, by theiworc}
~ * e
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the Obedience of Faith. ’ 7

of God. Rom. x. 16, 17. He that hath received
his teftimony, hath fet to his feal, that God is true;
for he whom God hath fent fpeaketh the words of
God ; for God giveth not the Spirit by meafure
unto him. The F a%r loveth the Son, and hath
given all things into/his hand. He that believeth
on the Son, hath everlafting life ; and he that be-
lieveth not the Son, fhall not fee life, but the
wiath of God abideth on him. Jobhn iii. 33-—36.
We are not of them who draw back unto perdition;
but of them that believe, to the faving of the foul.
Now faith is the fubftance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not feen. For by itthe elders
obtained a good report. Through faith we under-
£tand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, fo that things which are feen were not made
of things which do appear. By faith Abel offered
unto God a more excellent facrifice than Cain, by
which he obtained witnefs, that he was righteous,
God teftifying of his gifts; and by it he being
dead, yet fpeaketh. Heb. x. 39. x1. 1—4. But
Cain flew his brother, becaufe his own works were
evil, and his brother’s righteous. 1 John iii. 12.
And all that dwell upon the earth worthip the beaft,
" 'who received his power from the devil, whofe
names are not written in the book of life of the
Lamb flain from the foundation of the world. Rev.
xiii. 4—8. From whence we may fee the infinite

mmportance ‘of the obedience of faith.

Which leads us, |

Ik To confider the influence of faith upon hu-
man conduct. When God called Abraham out of
Chaldea, he revealed to him, that a great nation
fhould fpring from him, who fhould inherit the -
land of Canaan, out of whom fhould come the king
Mefliah, in whom all the families of the earth fhould
. be
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be-bleffed. * ,And Abraham believed in the Lord,
* and he accounted it to him for righteoufnefs. Yet
after the promifed child of Abraham was born, and
had obtained a great fhare in his affe@ions, God
faw ' fit to try his faith, by faying, Take now thy
fon, thine only fon Ifaac, whom thou loveft, and
get thee-into the land of Moriah ; and offer him
there for-a burnt-offering upon one of the moun-
tains which I thall tell thee of. And Abraham was
all obedience to the command, until God releafed
him from the execution thereof, and faid, Now
know 1 that thou feareft God, feeing thou hatt not
withheld thy fon, thine only fon from me. Gen. xii.
3. xv.’6, xxit. 1=~12. But how could Abraham
believe that a great nation, and the king Meffiah,
could fpring from that fon, if he was facrificed upon
the altar #  Anfwer, He accounted that God was
able to raife him: up, even from the dead ; from
whence .al{o he received him in a figure. Heb. xi.
19. ‘Seeft thou how faith wrought with his works.
He believed that God was always to be obeyed ;
and that the irén gates of death could not hinder
the fulfilment of his promifes. God gave him that
fon, ‘when he and Sarah were as good as dead ;
therefore: fothing was too hard to do, nor any fa-
vour ‘tbo great to cxpe& in the way of obedience,
Fear and'love were united in his foul, which prin-
¢iples ‘had been'divided by the fa]l, and faith,
hope and love, raifed his heavenly mind above all
the obftacles that flefhly reafonings, or iiifernal
temptatwns could caft in his way. “And they who
 are'of faith; the f4me : are the children ofAbraham,
and’héirs aci:orduig to'the prom!fc Gal. iii. 7,.29.
The béliever views all ‘the precepts of God to_be
tide, and theréforé to be obeyed ; all his promifes
to be ‘trie; therefore he ﬂxall be fuppoued ; and he .
views

&




the Obedignce of Faith. 9

views eternal things as real and: near, therefore to
be regarded without delay. The ferpent:deceived -
our:-mother Eve, by repreferiting the law of God
as unteafonable, and the penalty of it as falfe; and
by :the fame arts, the minds of many profefied
Chriftians have been corrupred from the fimplivity
tha isdn Chrift. 2 for. xi. 3. By inventing a
duplicity: of meanings to the holy fcriptures, men
‘havic corrupted themfelues more than brute-beafts,
'who know and obey their owners. Jude g4—10.
IMai. 4. 2, 3. Yea, they are two-fold more the chil-
dren of hellthan the Jews were, who were 4 genera-
tion of vipers. Matt. xxiii. 14, 33. Forthe Jews
have a fixed regard for the law of Mofes, and for
the land ' of Canagn, where they yet hope for an
<arthly kingdom ; but profelytes to revelation, who
are not'born again, have ne fixed rule of conduft,
nor any country that can fet any bounds ito their
pride and love of money,which is the root of allevil.
1 Tim. vi. 3—r10. But true believers underftand
.our: Lord) when he fays, He that hathl my com-
‘mandments, and keepeth them, he it is-that loveth
me ; ‘and he thatiloveth me, fhall beleved of my
Farher, and 1 will love him, and will manifeft my-
felf to him. John xiv. 21. For this.is the Jove of
‘God; that we keep his commandments ; and his
commandements -are- net grievous. 1 Johnv. 3.
‘We-therefore comé;, - = -

- HI. Touonlider how faith is-made perfe& by
‘works, " An infpited apoftle fays, Wholoever 1s
bora of God, overcometh the world ; and dhis is
-the vi&ory that owercoreth ithe world, even our
Aaith.” 1 John v. 4. Asia living child, he grows
in-grace, and in'the knowledge of our Lord and

Saviour JefusChrift; o Peterii. 18.' For the path

" the jul és as the Thining dight, thatithinéch more
o “and
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hare ; ua{o ithe:: perfe& day. - va. ivoa8,
*hey who: hgvfe the (knowledge of the try ath, " yet
fﬁrm; anyi v#tana conclufions therefrom,which are
correediand ‘removed by exercife and cxgenence.
"ekah bc mred that her fon Jacob was heir to_
the peculta:? promife of God to their family'; but
her miftak: ?n*aprchcnﬁans cauled her to move Ja- |
| t:e& to deceive his father, in orderto get the bleff-
ing ; as.if God .needed any fuch micthods to help
hxmno»ut with his promife. = So far fromit, that the
* and her fon'brought themfelves intogreat perplex-
ities thereby: | And when Jacob .was returning
from a twehty years exile, none of his inventions
could help him ; therefore he faid, O-God of my |
father Abraham, and Ged of my: father Ifaac; ‘the
" Lord who faid(t: unto me,. Return upto:thy coun-
try;: and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with
-thee = I am not worthy'of the leaft of :all.the mer-
cies, and of all the truth, which thou haft thewed
untg.thy fervant ; for with.my ftaff I paffed over
‘this, Jordan; and . now I am become two bands.
Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my bro-
-ther: from. the hand of Efau; for I fear hlm, left
.he will come and; fmite me,. and the mother with
-the children. .He pleaded the promife of God, in
. the way of obedience to his precepts, and-in fo do-
.ing ‘he-obtained the name of Jrael, whtch fignifies,
A prince of the firong God. .Gen. xxxii, - g—28.
: Ih Tﬁ&f&n% to ,Whiﬁb; Jefus faid; Behold:an Ifraelite
: p:obomy igmo.guiles Johni. 47.. And Paul
is: Chrifti neither circumcifion availeth
péircumeilion, but a new ¢reature.
-walk according to this rule, peace
.meteyyand upon; the Jfrael of God.
6. Faith carried the mind of Mofes
s dlturenients of Pharmh’s icourt, and
above
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aBove its tetrors too i though Egypt was then the
richeft; 'and. the moft powetfal kingdom inall the
world.". Yer!Mofes chofe to fuffer afflition with
the people of God; rather than to-enjoy the plea-
fures of ffin for a-feafon ; efteeming the reproachof
Chrift: greater riches ghan the treafures:in Egypt;
for he had refpe&-urfto the: récompence of the re-
ward. + By faith he forfook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath. of ‘the king ; for he enduréd as feeing him
who is invifible. Through faith he kept the pafi-
over, and the fprinkling of blood; left he that de-:
ftroved the firftborn, fhould touch:them: : Heb: ki,
24281 Thus: by: works is. faith .made perfeét!
‘Fhe- believer: grows up to: the ftaturé:of a perfes
man in Chrift Jefus. -Eph. iv. 13 Even fo asto
putaway cbildifb things. 1 Cor. xiii. 10,1¥.; Alfo
by works the perfection of faith.is made manifeft.
For Peter faid, Let all the houfe of: lfrael kpow
affuredly; that God hath made that {fame Jefus whom
ye have crucified; both.Lord and Chrift; A&s ii.
36::.That is, He hath declared him to be the Son
of God 'with power. Rom. 1. 4.. True faith is a
growing principle, and by its.exercife the perfec-
tion - of it is:made known, and believers let their
light fhine before. men, -that they may fee their
good ‘works, .and glorify their ‘heavenly Father.
Matt. v 16::1 And though all evildoers. hate the
* light, :yet zhey will be conftrained to glorify God
in'the day of vifitation. 1 Peter it::12.  And this
viewof the obedience of faith may teach us many
leffons of :great importance. . -~ o
1% Itmay teach us thé unreafonablenefs of all
the objections of méen, againft the doétrine of fov-
ereigngrace in: Jefus Chrift. Many have repre+
fented,:that:the belief of free and certain falvation
in‘him; makes men carelefs about their conduc® Eﬁ:
the
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the world, and- ‘qéry% injurious. to true moralig
Yea; not. afeﬁv haye faidy « If I believed that doc-
trine, I would grétify my lufts as much as I pleafed ;
and - if I- believed thzﬁ my -goad works ¢ould not
prature the favour of God and; eternal life,: 1
vould' hot do them.” .Butfuch language may well
remind us of the: wmﬂsoﬁ&o}emom who fays, When ;
hé-that is a.fool. walketh by the way; : his wxfdom
faileth hitn, and e faich to every one that he is a
féol. Eccl. x. 3. Fot fuch men fhew plainly,
that thcy lové theniftlves above God and their
nezghhdurs ‘and that the only reftraint upon their
Jiifts  is fear of . punithment, or. fome other felfith
end. . And therefore, under high pretences to-red- |
Somy they often deal with revelation,” as crafty poki-
ti¢ians.de with' bills which are propofed for laws ;
ramely, to endeavour to fpy faultshtherein, and
pmpa& amendments, in order that, {uch laws may
be:rejeéked ar laft. - But before mén even. ventiire
to fﬁmk evil of tbe things whick they know not, let
thém reafon about . things which thcy do know,
according to the above principles. Let one of
‘them.comie out and fay, “ I have a very loving
and faithful wife ; and I keep her fo by often
thréatening; to divorce. or forfake,_her ; and. I have
no:way torkeep:her:in good ordes, but by ever
holding ‘her-in ftt/pegfa about my unfhakendove to
her. T'have alfo & family of obedient children,
and theyj are kept fo-by ferror, and by always hold-
ing them in dvads about éver enjoythg my inheri-
tance.”” If men could not deceive othérs about
their fouls;. any. more:than fach reafonings would
do about tbﬁlf bodies. and families, chey could not
fubvert whole héufes, teaching things which they
ought not, for filthy lucre’s fake, as many do. . Ti-

tusi, 10, 11, God faid, Twa fhall bé one fleth ;
R but
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but he that is joined unto the Lord is one fpirit.
1.Cori vi. 16, 17.  And the believer fays to
Chrift, Set me as a feal upon thine heart, as-a

. feal upon thine arm ; for love is ftrong as death,

jealoufy is cruel as the grave.. Cant. viit. 6.+

.Hevz cruel then are All teachers, who r:prstﬁnm

affurance of the eternil love of .God to the foul,
as that which would make it carelefs about obe-
dience to him ! ‘God fays, | have made a covenant
with my chofen, I have fworn unto David my
fervant.—If his children forfake my law, and walk

- not in my judgments ; if they break my fta.

tutes, and keep not my commandments ; ghen will
I yific their tranfgreffion, with the rod, and their
iniquity with ftripes ; neverthelefs, my loving kind~
nefs will I not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my
faithfulnefs to fail ; my covenant will I not break,

- nor alter the zhmg that is gone out of my lxps.

Pfalm lxxxix. 3, 30-~34. Beloved, now are we
the fons of (God, and it doth not yet appear what
we fhall be ; but we know, that when he fhall ap-
pear, we fhall be like him ; for we fhall fee him
as he is. And every man that hath this hope in
him, purifieth himfelf, even as he is pure. 1 John
. 2, 3. Therefore all men.who inagine that af.
furance of our being the children of God, and heirs
of eternal life, is injurious to the caufe of holinefs,
or of human happinefs, have not that exercife of
faith which he requires. And this may teach us,
2. The reafon why all fin is included in unbe.
lief. . Forour Lord fays, Every one that doth evil,
hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, left
his deeds fhould be reproved. But he that doth
truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may be
made manifeft, that they are wrought inGod. “The
Comfarter will reprove the world of fin, and of
righteoufnefs,
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righteoufnefs, and of judgment : of.fin, becaufe
they. believe not on ‘me...\John iii. 20, 21. xvi.
7-9.::-Jews and Gentiles are all under fin. God
hath-concluded them -all in- unbelief, that he might
have mercy upon all.  Rom. iii. 9. xi. 32. There
is.neither Jew nor Greek, there is. neither bord
nor:free,! there is “neither male nor female ; for yé
are all one in Chrift. Jefus; and if ye be Chrift’s,
then-are ye Abraham’s feed, and heirs according to
the promife. Gal. iii. 28, 29. The covenant of
circumcifion made-a great difference between Jews
and Greeks, bond and free, males and females ;
but the ‘Gofpel removes -all thefe diftinttions, -and
epens a doar for each finner to come to God -:thmugﬁ
his Son ; and all who do fo are .equally beirs of
promife. . Heb. vi. 17, 18. But the main of the
natural children of Abraham, lovéd their lands,
their oxen, and their wives, above the Son of God,
and his.Gofpel fealt ; and therefore he faid, None
of thofe men which: weré bidden, fhall tafte of my
{upper.£—So likewife, whofoever he be of you, that
forfaketh not all that he hath, be¢ cannot be my dif-
ciple. Lukexiv. 15—27, 33. But men have been
fo far: from believing this truth, that multitudes
have imagined that they were-made difciples of
Lhrift, and heirs of the promifes of the Gofpel,
without theirown knowledge or choice. And they
do.not .now: believe; that .intemperance will bite
like:a ferpent, and fting like an adder ; nor that
“uncleannefs is like lying down in the ocean, or
upon:the tap of a maft. . No, nor that the getting
of treafures by a lying tongue, is a vanity. tofled 10
and fro .of :them who feck :death. Prov. xxi.:6i
xxiil. 31+—=3%. Inftead. of believing the word of
ruth, they bend their tongues like their bow for
lies;; but they are not valiant for the truth upl;}:i

2 the
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the earth ; ‘for they proceed from evil to evil,:and
they know not me, faith the Lord.—They have
taught their tongue to fpeak lies, and weary them-
felves to' commit iniquity. “Jer. ix. 3,'5. Muth
ufe is made of the mgkim, ¢ Of two evils chufe
the leaft ;. but how As it applied ? There is the
evil of fin, and the evil of affliFion ; the one is a-
gainft God*; the other affeéts felf ; and how often
does felf prevail ? Wealth, health, and friendfhip,
are the deareft: things in this world. Job fpake
well of God under the moft furprizing lofs of the
two formér of thefe ; but when fricndﬂaép:faii&d
him, and rather increafed his forrows, he. curfed
the day of his birth. And after he had wearied
himfelf and others, in vindicating-his charater,
Elihu faid to him, Take heed, regard not iniguity;
for this haft thou chofen rather than affli&ion. . And
God brought him to fay, 1 abhor my/elf, and re-
peat in duft and afhes. = Job xxxvi. 21. xlii. 6.
And they who lived by faith, chofe to endure cruel
mockings, fcourgings, imprifonment, and death,
rather than accept of deliverance in any finful way,
Heb. xi. 35—38. And from hence we may fee,
11I. "The infinite importance of a feparation of
the church of Chrift from the world. He fays, Be
ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers;
for what fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with unright-
-eoufnefs ? and what communion hath light with
darkne{s ? and what concord hath Chrift withBelial?
or what part hath he that believeth, with an infidel ?
and what agreement hath; the temple of God with
.idols? for ye are the temple of the livingGod ; asGed
hath faid, I will dwell in them; and walk in them;
and 1.wilk:be their God,-and they fhall be my peo-
iple.  Wherefore come out from among them, and
:be ye :feparate, faith the Liord, and touch not the
T unclean
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unclean: thing ; and I will receive you, and will
bea fatheér untoyou, and ye fhall be my fons and
daughters, faith the L.ord Admighty. Having
therefore thefe - promifes (dearly beloved) let us
cleanfe ourfelves from all flthinefs of the fleth and
fpirit, perfecting holinefs in the fear.of God. 2 Cor.
vi. 14-=18. vii. 1. Multitudes have been deceived
with the ipretence, that we are only required 10
feparate from open infidels and idolators. But the
Jews are mare firm believers in revelation, and
greater 2oemics to apen idolatry, than any other
men :are, who are not born again. And the church
of Rome are open idolators, and yet are as firm
believers in revelation as any natural men are. It
is glfo a certain fatl, that putting baptifm beforeta
perfonal profeflion ‘of faith in Chrift, and helding
a fucceflive power in mintfters to adminifter ir,
came fram the church of Rome. he is the mother
af harlots, and all churches who ga after any Jovers
‘but Chrift, for a temporal living, are guilty of
Playing vhe barlot. 'When the priefts in ifrael did
fo, Ged faid, As troops of robbers wait for a man,
{o the company of priefts murder in the way by con-
fent; forithey commit lewdnefs. Hofeaii. 5. vi. 9/
Chrift is the only door into his church, and all
teachers who do not come in by faith in hlm, are
hieves and robbers. Jobn x. 1—10. Suffering is
unavmdable, in this finful world ; but the:command
skt mone of -you fuffer-asa murderer, sor as a
Wbsef, or ‘a5 an evildoer, or asa éufbody in other
fmen’s:matters.: Yetif any man fuffer as a Cbriflian,
‘Jethim nat she athamed ; ‘but let him: glorify iGod
.on this:behalf. 1 Peteriv. 15,16, The:word which
is;here tranflated dufybedy, means an ovérfeer, and
iit is fometimes eranflated Bifbop. Therefore, after
E ! glnmﬁsarcvtml of religion in our land, fifty years

ago,
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ago, the minifters, both in the Maffachufetts and
in Conneéticut, took the firft of thefe verfes to
prove that it was one < of the greateft crimes,” for
any minifter to preach the Gofpel within dny parifh
where another minifter was fettled, .without his
confent. They called it, * doing the office of a
bifbop in another’s djbcefe.”* From whence the
church of England. took encouragement, that they
thould get their religious: fcheme eftablithed in
America; and they purfued the &loody defign, until
they forced us into a feparation - from them. Yet
many minifters in America, who received their
.Eower to be fupported 4y ferce, in the name of the

ing of Great-Britain, hold that power* over the
people to this day. They have exhorted rulers
and people to venture their eternal all upon the
truth of Chriftianity, while themfelves refufe to
truft it for a worldly living. And this deceit and
cruelty is made ufe of by many, to réquire their
minifters to go a warfare at their own charges; and
if minifters inculcate the laws of Chrift for their
fupport, artful.men will ruin their charalters, if
poflible. Yea, as Chrift was crucified between
two thieves, even fo is his caufe now dealt with.
All the villainies that have ever been atted under
the name of Chriftianity, are caft as a reproach
upon the pure laws of Chrift ; while the hypocrify
-and infidelity of inultitudes is recurred to, as a
reafon for continuing the ufe of force to fupport
religious minifters. God fays, A good name is
rather to be chofen than great riches, and loving
favour rather than filver and gold. Prov. xxii. 1.
Now all-the country are engaged to deted, and to

| | hang

. qh";"‘y,si"‘h"“ﬁh“ 1743, P. 42,43 Newhaven Confociation againf
Robbias, 3748’&' 43 MY i 51’5’: V°i'42: p- 153, 132, l

o
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hang men who rob others of filver or gold ; while
~ multitudes will try every deceitful art to rob all of
their gaqd name, who fear and obey. God above
man. And when they-have robbed them of their
good name, they can alfo force away their money,
for the fupport of deceitful teachers, and for other
evil purpofes.. - Stealing, the words of God, is the
worft k;nd of theft. Jer. xxiii. 3o. This is done
by claiming the pramifes.of. God, without obeying
his precept.r. The-Jews who.did. fo, were guilty of
Sealing, aa’ultea;y, and Jfacrileges. Rom. ii. 21, 22.

And how full is the world of thefe evils in our da ’
Multitudes claim the promife of God to Abraham,
without; doing the works of Abraham. For Gad
faid, 1 know him, that he;wil] command his chil-
drcn, and his houfhold after him, and they fhall
keep the way of the Lord, to do iu_/izce and ;udg-
ment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham
that which he hath fpoken of him. Gen. xviii. 1g.

He will, and they fball, was the language of his firft
covenant with Abraham and his feed ; and I wil/,

and they fball, is the language of his fecond cove-

nant thh them ; and he ook away the firft that
he might eftablifh the fecond. Heb. viii. 10, 1 3 4

x. 9. And this may teach us, .

4. What the feparation is, which believers are
required to maintain. It is not any carnal divifion
among mankind. So far from it, that the word
of God fays, Recompcnfc to no man evil for evil.
Provide things bonef in the fight of all men. If
it be poflible, as much as Ixcth 1n you, live peace-
able with 3ll men, Owe no man any thing, but

to ]ovc one another, Mark them which caufe di-

vifions and effences, contrary to the doftrine which ye
bave learned ; and avoid them. For they that are
fuch ferve not our Lord J¢fus Chrift, byt their

own -
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P belly ; and by good words and fair fpecches
deceive the bearts af the fimple. Rom. xii.'17, 18.
xiii. 8. xvi. 17, 18. The;r god is their belly, their
glory is in their {hame, who mind carthly' things..
Phil, iii. 19. Thefe be they who fepdmta thenss
Selves, fenfual, baving not tbe Spirit. Jude 19.
Covetoufnefs is idolatry. Col. iii. 5. "And when
our Lord fent his Gofpel into the wide field of the
world, he knew that many would profefs to beliéve
in hlm, who would appear by their fruits to 'be
children of the devil ; and ‘alfo, that when the
fword came into -the. hands® of his fervants;: they
would incline to ufe it, to root up fuch t#resi Buc
he faid, Nay; left while ye gather up the tares, ye
root up alfo the wheat with them. L.et both grow
together untl the harveft. Mat. xiii. 24— 30, 37—
43. This he fays of the world, while he fays to
his church, I have written unto you:not to k‘e’ép
company, if any man thdt is called a brother be a
forricator, or. ca?etnss, oran idolater, or a railer,
or a drunkard, or ap extorrioner, with fuch an one,
no not to eat.—Put away from among yourfelves
that wicked perfon. 1 Cor. v. 11—13. But by
confounding church and world together, which is
myftery Babylon,  all thefe charalters have been
lawgivers and Judmcs for the church of Chrift.
And now, fruth is fallen in the ffrect, and equity can-
mot enter. And the nations are rejoicing at the
profpect of enjoying the honours and profits of re-
ligion, without being tormented with fears of fu-
ture punithment. Rev. xi. 7—10. But God will
yet repay fury to his enemies, and recompenfe to
the 1sLaNDs. And he fays to the Redeemer in
 Zion, My Spirit that is upon thee, and my words
which I bave put in thy mouth, [ball not depart ost
of thy mouth, nor out of the mioith of thy feed, nor
out
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out of tbe mouth of thy feed's feed, faith the Lord,
Srom bencefarth and forever. 1fai. lix. 14—21. And
from hence an infpired apoftle proves, that the
Jews will again be ingrafted into the church, by the
word and Spirit of God, which will be Zife from the
dead.. Rom. xi. 1§=~27. 'Which fcripture hath
~ been often brought to prove, that the natural oft-

fpring of Chriftians are taken into the covenant of
grace with them, without their own knowledge or
choice ; and alfo that fouls wha are truly convert-
ed, may yet fall from grace received, and perith
farever And innumerable evils have proceeded
from the practice of fewing' every believer in the
place of Abraham, inftead of viewing him as dn
eminent type of Jefus Chrift, the great head of the
church. For Abraham had no right to circum-

cife any perfon who was net born B his houfe, un- .

til he had:bought him as a fervant with money.
And bis feed were to deftroy .all the inhabitants.of
Canaan:, when their iniquity.was full. Gen. xv. 16.
xvii. 13,14, .And asiChriftian. privileges are much
greater - than the Jews enjoyed, the nations. who
have profefled the name ofJ Chriftianity, have claim- -
ed 4 right to feize upon the lands of the heathen,
andto-deftroy or enflave all 'meny as far as they
cotld extend their fword. © They:have denied that
God ever repealed his covenant with Abraham.
‘Whereas circumcifion was the thedding of human
blood. And after Chrift had purchafed his people
with his own blood, he faid, Circumcifion 1s no-
thing, and uncircumcifion is nothmg, but the keep-
ing the commandments of God. Ye are bought
with a price, be not ye the frvants of men. 1Cor.
vil. 19, 23.  Which is a full repeal of the cove-
nant of circumcifion, as he calls his covenant with
Abraham, Aés vii. 8. Infant baptifm never was

a
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a commandment of God ; but it is a wicked inx
vention of men, whereby they have held: his church
in bondage. His faints are his only temple here
below ; and becaufe the Jews reje&ted the facrifice
of Chrift, God chofesheir delufions, and brought
their fears upon thepd. 1ai. lxvi. 1—4. A&s vii.
48—53. They faid, If we let him thus alone, all
men will-believe on him ; and the Romans fhall
come and take away both our place and nation.
Yet when a Roman governour would not condemn
him for blafphemy, they accufed him of high trea-
fon, and faid, If thou let this man go, thou art not
Cefar’s: friend.—We have no king but Cefar. John
xt. 48, xi%r 12, 15. And Cefar came and burnt
their temple, and deftroyed their nation, in a moft
terrible nanner. They faid, Crucify him, cruci~
fy him ; and the Romans crucified a great num-
ber of the Jews. The caufe of their rage againft
Chrift and his difciples, was the reftraint which

lightiand truth laid upon their confcicnces. - Bue

God faid, Why do the heathen fage, and the peo-
ple imagine a vain thing ? the kings of the -earth
fet themfelves, and the rulers take counfel toge-
ther, againft the Lord, and againft his Anointed,
faying, Leet us break their bands afunder, and caft
away their cords from us. Pfalm ii. 1—3. 'Upon
which the difciples lifted up their voice to God
with one accord, and faid, L.ord, thou art God
which haft made Heaven and earth, and the fea, .
and all that in them is ; who'by the mouth of thy
fervant David haft faid, Why did the heathen rage,
and .the people imaginé vainthings ? the kings of
the .earth ftood up, and the:ralers were gathered
together againft the Lord, and againft his Chriffs
For of a truth againft thy holy child:Jefus, whem
thou hatt gnointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate;

with
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‘ -—Gcmxl:s, and the people of Ifrael were
¢d together;  for to do: whatfoever thy hand
thy, counfel ~determined before to be done.
Z‘V" 245

A 28, Thefe things were all determin-

” ed before by God, and yet were-wickedly, acted by

thch two. things are now.generally: dt:meﬁ
througb the world. Butlet uslearn; . -

. How God is fulfilling his word, in the late
cvcnts of his providence.  After the Jewsireturned
from-Babylon, and began to build the temple at
Jerufalemn, fome of their old men wept, becaufe it
appeared as-nothing in. their eyes, .in_comparifop
with:Solomon’s temple.. :But God-faid uato thend,
According to. the word that I covenanted with you
when ye came out of Egypt, fo my Spirit remain-
eth with you, fear ye noti: for thud faith the Lord
of hofts, yet once, it is.a little while, and I will
fhake the Heavens and the earth, and the fea, and
the dry:land;; ‘and I will thake: all, nations; and the
defire of. all, nations fhall come, and I will fill this
houfe with glory,. faith the Lord of hofts. Hag. ii.
§—7. And accordingly, the Son of God came ;.
into the fécond temple, and caught as no man ever
did before. And after he had given himfelf a
facrifice for our fins,. he afcended to Heaven, and
gave the Holy Ghoft and, Jire, whereby three thou-
faﬁd fouls were barn in a day. And all who were
thus born,. in every country, As lively fones, were
built up afpiritual boufe, an boly priefhood 1o offer
up. Spiritual. /%frgﬁm', acceptable to God by Fefus
Ghriff. 1-Pet.'it.;5. . He is our only High Prieft ;

and - ﬁ_x?ery ‘ofe; @F lus ‘children . are-a holy- prxcﬁ»
hood, .who . may. ¢ome: baidly% unto the throne of
grace, that we may.obtain mercy, and find grace
to help intime .of need.: Heb. iv. 15, 16. The

- mcrcy-fcat was placed upon the ark, in which lthe
aw
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law of God was kept whole: .. Deut. x. 5 An he
faid, There I will:meet.with thee;iand I:will com

* mune with:thee from:aboye the: mer»ey-&a;, Hfron
" between the two scherubims, which' are upon. the
rk-of the teftimony, of all things which 1'will give
thee in commandmhent unto the children of Ifrael.
Exod. xxv. 22. Therefore after- Chrift had vaf:
cended to Heaven, and given the: Holy:Spirit: to
his church, the apoftle of the Gentiles faid,: See
that ye refufe not hirn that fpeakéth; for ‘if:they
- efcaped .not who refufed him that fpakc onzearth;
much more fhall not we efcape, if we turn away
from him that fpeaketh from:Heaven :* whofe voice
then thook the-earth ; but now he hath promifed,
faying, Yet once more 1 thake not the earth only,
butalo Heaven. :And.this word, yet once more,
fignificth the’ removing of thofe things that are
fhaken, as of things which are made, that thofe,
things which cannot be fhaken may remain.
Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot
be moved, - let us have grace, whereby we may
ferve God acceptably, with reverence and godly
fear, ; for our God is a confuming fire. Heb X,
2529,

Htsgﬁrc of truth and love, removed the nat:onal
conftitution of the Hebrew church, which was from
Heaven, and it fhook down all earthly kingdoms.
And though the Gentiles introduced . national
fchemes of religion, whereby the holy city of God
hath-been trodden under foot, ever fince the beaft
‘arofe out of the bottomlefs pit; yet when the fev-
enth angel fhall found his trumpet, great voices
will be heard-in Heaven, faying, The kingdoms
of this world are become the kingdoms of -our
L.ord, and of his Chrift, and .he iball reignaf
and cvcr.mAnd the tcmpic of God was opened in

Heaven,
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FHeaven, and there was feenvin his temple the ark
of chis teftament:s andithere: were lightoings, and
voices, -and @ﬁﬁa&ermgﬁ, ‘and an earﬁhquake, and
great hail. . Rev. x. 7./ %i. 2, 15==19." > Then it
will be {een, that the cmiy way of mercy for finners,
is by faith in Chrift,'in whom the two tables of the
law are kept whole. - ‘For on:the. two commang-
ments;’ bf leving God with all our powers, and
oving our aerghbaurs as ourfelves, hang all the
law and'thie prophets. Matt.:xxii. 36——40. This
is that: good. paant, ‘which {hall not be ‘taken away
from any who choofe this law .of love. Luke x.
25—28,42. : It is thelcircumcifion of the heart,
which delivers us‘from dogs, evil werkers, and the
concifion.  Rom. iiz29. Philsdits 25 30 "lris zhe
change which God requires of us,:and whighshe
‘hath -promifed: to° work in: us.-4He faid to the
church of Ifrael, Circumcife the forefkin of your
heart, and be no more ftiff-necked. ~And when
they were {cattered among all nations, he faid,
The Liord thy God will circumcife thine heart,
and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart and with all thy foul, that thou,
mayeft live. —The word is very nigh unto thee, i
thy mouth, and inthy heart,. that thou mayeft do
. Deut‘x 16. xxX. 6~—14. “If any man have
notithe Spirit  of  Chriff, he is none- of -his.—For
Chrift: is the end of the law:for righteoufnefs to
everyone that believethi—For with the heart man
elieveth unto righteoufnefs, and:with the mouth
: f’:_ﬁﬁian is made unto f{alvation.—~Him that is
jk in the faith. receive you, but not to doubtful
. difput; ,i'ans. ‘Rom. viii; 9. x. 4, 10. xiv. 1. Be-
] ware lefk. any man ‘fpoil you through philefophy
and vain deceit,: after the tradition of men, after

’vfthc md;mcaes ef the world, 'and not after Chn{ft 3
or
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Yor in him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhea
- bodily; and ye are completz in ‘him, which'is the
Heap of all priacipality and power. In whom
alfo ye are circumcifed with the citcumcifioh made
without hands, in putting off the body of the finis .
of the flefh, by the £ircumcifion of Chrift ; buried
with him in baptifm, wheréin alfo you are 'rifen
with him through the faith of the operation of God,
who hath raifed him from the dead, Col. ii. 8-=12.
Yet in the fecond and third centuries; philofophy
and vain deceit, carried teachers into the practice
of fetting up themfelves as priefts; in diftinCtiod
from the brethren ; and of fetting up fome teach-
ers above others, under the name of bithops ; with
an imagination that they could regenerate perfonis
by baptizing of them. And in the fourth century
Conftantine adopted this corrupt fcherne, as an en-
gine of ftate-policy. And in writing to each
bithop, he ftyled him, * Your holinefs.”” Whichs
was. fo pleafing to them, that one of them went
and- delivered a long oration in the prefence of
Cotftantine, in the thirtieth year of his reign,
wherein he faid, “ His empire refembleth the ce-
leftial empire, fo that lifting up his eyes to Hea
ven, he governcth his fubjeéts in' this inferior em-
pire, according to-the pattern and form of the
heavenly empire. For law, which is king of all,
hath prefcribed a Mbnafch};p"@c’?; governiment
moft fuitable to a prince and people;” "For a Mon-
archy doth exceed all other kinds'of common-
wealths and manners of government ; for ‘thit
government is various which confifteth in an Ari-
ftocracy, or a government of men equal in rickes
and digity ; aifo a Democracy, or govermeht'of
the people; which is oppofed to a Monafchy,” s
rather a fc;i)itious confufion than a goverdment.”
e P S BT S
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YE§ he: was neyer ‘baptized until near his deaxh
_aﬂd then; ghey faid, ¢ Conftantine was the firft- ef
all the Emperors, that was regencrated by the new
Jirth of 1~*’ba;mfm, and that was figned with the fign
a';s the ‘¢erg/s.”  And when they buried him they
fatdw“ The priefts and people, with tears and; la-
?gf;:lnﬁmns, prayed unto God for the Emperor’s
Frorq Whence we may fce, that cnm:ty againtt a
fft:ce -government of the people, calling minifters
. przeft;, baptifm regeneration, ufing the fign of the
- «crofs, -and praying for the dead, were all’ as early
as the ufe of fecular force to fupport Chriftian
‘minifters. - And by removing the feat of the em-
pire to Conftantinaple, and dividing it among his
three fons, Conftantine made wa for the bifhop of

Rome o exalt “himfelf above all men upon earth,
‘and above the God of Heaven, who can never vi-
olate his promife or oath, or entice any into fin.
2 Thefl. i1, 3—12. And on May 4, 1493, the
: y@g; ,aftcr A.menca was firft difcovered, the Pope
gave it to the crown of Spain, And though hg
?Soq aﬁer received a deadly wound, by the fword of
#he, quut, yct that deadly wound was healcd Rev.
vxm‘. 15,1 t—18.  For the Protefiant beaft hath
caféi;‘fa bjimd .and flavery round the world, in gal-
1 d ﬂ,agt fhips, a$ far as the firft b:a& ever
.+ And, the twa beafts of: Britain and Spain,
ed llaft:fall to divide the lands and trade of the
x} 5, on, the bther fide of the world, between.
g Yc(; gh;jp,zrztad tyranny, which came from
1 England, is continued in feveral of the

' ’fs af America. _For when the freemen
achufetts cleGted Delegates to frame a
‘ aew cgq zgiixi of govcmment for us, gr.hey em-

‘ _ L
Sgpediate o 6 6ol powered
x#Eufébms s Lsfe of Conﬁantme London edmon, 1663, P. 29, 715 73, 06+
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powered the majority in‘each corporatian to'farce
the reft to fuppért fuch rel:gums 'teachers as'they
were pleafed to choofe. ' And ¢o juftify’ it they
faid, ¢ As the hapg/wefs of a people, and the good

order and prefervagion of civil governthent; leffen-
tially depend upoh piety, réligion; and miorality L
and as théfe cannot be generilly dz&tiféd ithrsugh’
a community, but by thc mﬂitunen of thé‘pablic
worthip of God, and of public inftrutions'isi pie-
ty; religion, and morality : ' therefore, to'promore
their happinefs, -and to fecure the géod order and
prefervation of their government, the Reop oplelof-this
Commonwealth have a right to inveft - their Jegif-
lature with power to authorife and rqure, “and
the legiflature fhall, from time’ to tinie}’ authorife
and require the feveral towns, * parithes; -ptecinéts,
and other bodies-politic, or religious focieties, to
make fuitable provifion, at thcsr own expenfe, fors
the inftitution of the public worfhip of God, and
for the maintenance ofp;,ubhc praleﬁantifcachers of
piety, religion, and miorality, in 'all -cafes'where
fuch provifion fhall not be made voluntarily.” But
they fet up the minifters of congregatisnal thurches,
as'the only minifters who fhould be overfeers of
the Univerfity at Cambridge. ''And both:of thefe
names were excluded from being ' teft. of our civil
rulers ; But eich of cherh 'muft fay, T believe
the Chriftian religion, : and hdve'a firm perfuaﬁon
of its truth,” wheén he enters into his'office; If
Roman catholics will fay théfe words, they may be .
lannvers and judges for us about the worfhip of
God. - Andin 1782, the dotritie of purgatory was
publifhed in Bofton. In 1783, the Prefident of
the Univerfity'id Conneéticut {aid to’ their legi fla-
ture,  Dominion is founded in' property v #nd-‘re-
ﬁdts where:that is, whether in the hands of the few
| : or
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or many.~—The congregational and prefbyterian de-
nominations, however hitherto defpifed, will, by
the bleffing of Heaven, continue to hold the great-
eft figure in America; and, notwithftanding all the
fruitlefy labours and exertions to profelyte us to
other communions, become more numerous than
the, whole colleétive body of our fellow protefianss
in Europe,”t  And onMarch 23, 1786, the legif-
lature, of ..the Maffachufetts made a law, which
gives each inhabitant the pewer of voting in town
affairs, who pays two thirds more in one tax, than
a poll tax. And it fays, That the freeholders,
. and gther inhabitants in each refpe&ive town, qual-
ified as aforefaid, at the annual meeting, for the
choice of town officers, or at any other town meet-
ing regularly warned, may grant and vote fuch
fums of money, as they fhall judge neceffary for
the fettlement, maintenance and fupport of the
miniftry, fchools, the poor, and other neceffary
charges, arifing within the fame town ; to be af-
feffed upon the polls and property within the fame,
as by law provided,” . i
.Here the majority of voters in each town arg
empowered to compel the reft to fupport fuch
teachers as they are pleafed to choofe, without any
-vegard to the. faith of the Gofpel, Indeed they
are.to bt protefant teachers, But this name orig-
inated in Germany, twelve years after Luther began
the reformation there ; and above twenty thoufand
mien were hired from thence, to aflift the proreflants
in Britain, in. their late bloody attempt to enflave
America. - And the ¢ongregational pame was in-
vented at;Bofton, where they hanged four perfons,
an hundsed and thirty years ago, for oppofing their
crucl fcheme,  And our conftitution fays, « No
e e ¢ fubordination

4 Eleftion Sermon at Hartford, May 8, 1783, p. 8, 73.




e

the Obedience of Faith, 29
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fubordination of any one fe& or denomination to

another, fhall ever be eftablifhed by law.” Andthe
men who framed it, faid to the people, on March
2, 1780, * Your Delegates did not conceive thems
felves vefted with power to fet up one déenomina-
tion of Chriftians Z?ovc another ; for Religion muft
at all times be a fnatter between Gad and individ-
uvals.” _ So that the above law is a violation of .a
foundation principle of our government, and di«
re@tly againft the nature of religion. And boneft
people, in our various towns, are daily. expefed .to
the {poiling of goods or imprifonment, for refuf-
ing to undermine our government, gnd to violate
their allegiance to our Lord Jefus Chrift. = For he
is the only lawgiver for bis church ; and every foul
who will not bear bim, fball be defiroyed from among
the people. AQs iii. 22, 23. He was fo far from
giving any countenance to his church, in their in-
vafion of the work of ctvil rulers, that when oné
defired him to fpeak to his brother to divide the
inheritance with him, Jefus faid, Man, wbo made
me a judge or a divider over you ? He knew that
the way to avoid the leaven of bypocrify, was to
keep the government of his church diftiné& from
the world, Luke xii. 1-—14. Murder and lying
came from the devil. John viii. 44. And.from
him: came the power which has been claimed, by
the churches of Rome and England, to divide the
lands and trade of America between them. Neither
can the putting of baptifm before a perfonal con-

feffion of faith in Chnift, and fupporting religious

minifters by the fword of the magftrate, be traced
up to any better fource. The covenant of  cir-
cumcifion yoked believers and unbelievers together
in the church of Ifrael, vitil Chrift.-tame and thed
his blood for us. But the covenant of f%if{:?mw |

; cifion,
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ifion; and the covenant of grace, are as diftinét in
it ‘nature, as Harrar and - Sarah were: in their
caaémon, or jas Sma: and Zion are in their fitu-

ation.: The children of the firlt were born after-the

lefb, while the cbhildren of the fecond are born after

the Spirit;; and the promife is to the children of the -

free:woman.. And Paul fays, Stand faft therefore

“in’the liberty: wherewith Chrift hath made us ‘free,
_ and be notentangled again with the yoke of bond-

age.— A liltle leaven. Zeafermatb the whole lump “Gal.
iv. 2I=31. V. 1, 9.

~ And this. country is now fo much leavened with
hygncnfy, that our wifeft men have excluded afl
religidus tefts from.the government. of thefe Unit-
ed:States. :And when great oppofition was made
thereto -at Bofton, three! years ago, a noted con-
gregational ‘minifter faid,  The %reat obje& of

religion being God fuprfmc, and the feat of religion

in man being the heart or confcience, that is, the
reafon God has given us; employed on our moral
aftions, in their moft important confequences, as
related to! the itribunalof \God, hence 1 infer, that

God -alone is'the God of the csnfcnence, and con- .

fequently, attempts to ere& human tribunals for the
confciences: of men, are: impisus encroachments
upon. the prerogatives'iof God.” All religious
- tefts, ampofed. by men, are- agamﬁ piety, religion,
, ami mmlztﬁ., ¥et the: fame minifter had faid to

i fegiflaturé; near ten years béfore, ¢ Let the re-
-ftraints of religion: once be broken down, as they
infallibly would beby leaving the fubjett of pub-
lic.worthip to: the humours of ‘the multitude, and
- -we might well defy all human wifdom and power
to-{upport. andcpreferve order and government.in
the: ftate.”. . Bat as his infallibility hds failed him,
4; x;s hopcd thaxmur civil rulérs will foon: leave the

Uy government




o the Obedience of Faith. 3¢
government of -the church to the laws and Spirie-
of Chrift, and not believe any teaghers, who will
not tr4ft him for a temporal living. For Jefus fays,
If any man love me, be will keep my words ; and
my Father will loye him, and we will come unto
him, and make qéf abode with him. Johnxiv. 23,
If there come any unto you, and bring not this
doétrine, receive him not into your houfe; neither
bid him God-fpeed; for he that biddeth him God-
fpeed, is partaker of hisevil deeds. 2 John 10, 11.
Faithfulnefs in minifters and people to each other,
and to avoid deceivers, are ever matters between
God and individuals, as much as faith in Chrift
is for eternal falvation. AND LET GOD BE TRVE,
BUT EVERY MAN A LIAR. R
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