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Why

certain- body of people, fit the

/'TkiB fytlems of aril government (banded' to eanuftf
X No: fuccefsfu! cobbers and tyrants have founded their fyC 

terns in caujatjt-—enthafiafts and prieft-ridden peopl. have founded 
theirs in jraa—while men without merit have founded their fyC 
then in Uni; bat the true principle, that all Gentile nations Ihould 
found their government upon, is, ctmpaB.

$. Was Civil government appointed by the Almighty from the 
Beginning?
. X It was not; nor was it neetdary until fin had intoxicated' 

man with the principle of felCJove. The law was not made for a 
righteous man, but for the difobedient

it but patriar

^ What form of
X Patriarchal. 1
^ What form of government prevailed firft among mankind ?
X Patriarchal. The father of a family ofed to exercife foma 

fovereignty over his fbcceflbrs, until they moved from the city of 
their father, and became patriarchs themfelves.

^ How



Inch wu

A. Mo!<

, dad certainly girt the natioai of Un*l 
lava on Sanai and in the wiiderneii, for

T national 
are binding m all men.

«<M



circanftances I , ,
A. Ii »u m: Canaan was a island emrntrf—the people 

were forbidden to trade with other nanons । fa that no laws were 
node Jar navigation, commerce, or onia । aS of which arc necet 
Cry h Genite natters. Aad, Wide, theft Isvtl Bad tehgiom 
Lure were all blended together. The labbath of the breath day 
—breath year and fiftieth year—the three find bafts, and a 
maititade of facrifices, ceremonies and oblations were adjoined on’ 
that people, which things Gentile nations here nothing to do with.'

£ Has the rnftew/ part of that coaftitaOiM cm been abate/ 
byCemileterlU^

X Abundantly fa, among Gentile nations that bare become 
Cbriftiai । for by bringing Cluiltian talcs epos the fame footing 
of the commonwealth of UraJ, they bare lappoted th* Chriftian 
amfone hare a jot right to difpo&te the Heathen of Aar tends 
and make item of their patens, * Uriel Cored the Canaanites 
and Jebufiets: far no better claim than thio had the European 
nation to make a Cozart of America. Nor h thio all: bat ciri 
relets fa ChriSma coentries, hare taken the hoerty of adopting 
tech precepa af the Mofaic conllitiuioa as failed their j and pan­
icked thole who would not fubnsit, when, * the fame time, they 
hare left unnoticed a great aember of the precepa of Motes, which
were eaually obfigpaory.
. ft Has the erogfiylfoal part of the Mofaic conAatotico ercr been. 
abated as well as the fMtal part ?

A. Yea, and shat co a great degree. The church of Uriel 
took the whole nation, and none bat that nation ; where* Chrifth 
church takes no whole nation, bat thole who fear God and work 
rigincoefeefa fa every nation. D* aimoil all Chrifttan nations 
and faces (finer the reign of Confantine) hare fought to eftabblh 
notional churches: fa order to etfbft which, they hare brought fa 
all the aatitrA JkJ of the peofefiors into the pules of the chorch, 
making no difference between the precious and the vile ; and from 
this foundation they have appealed to the laws of fate, infaad of 
the Jaws of ChriA, to dirt ft their mode of dtCupBoe. What a 
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the fallibility of the framers of it; yet this may be faid, that it ia 
the belt national machine that is now in exigence.

far
where religious bigotry and enthufialm have been K predsanlnalit.

4 What is your opinion of haring a US'ef r&bii to 1 cooftttis, 
tion of government f ’ ■ 5 r w i .

X Wheneveaif isuuderftuod, that St power ia in the monarch" 
—chat fubyefls poflefs nothing of their Own, but receive all frota 
the potentate । then the liberty of the people "ts commesfutate with 
the Utt ^" rigbu ihat is" Cniee:ted out of the tooairch.

completely monarchical, until the 'reign of Hag Jtda, When th# 
Magaa Cbarta was given to the people t thio has often been men­
tioned in America as a folEcient resfon for a Uftf rjgto, M pref­
ace each conftitution ; but in republican, representative govern­
ments, like thofe of America, where it is undreiiood that H pow­
er St originally in the fttfle, i>»d that all la Hill retained in their 
hands, except fo much as far it limited time is given to the riders, 
where is the propriety of having a bill of rights? In thia view, 00 
fuch bill is found in the FederarConQitutioa. ' * ' "*

&

propriety or impropriety of a bill of 
thayhe liberty of the people depends 
of government, the reiponftility of I

bill coataim thirty j
In the fecund # 

men publicity and: 
Tib article wonlii 
conllitutian j and, 1

MM

or whieh'I ftuJl
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hypocrite. ar <Ure»rd the foprene h* af Cie Sax-. Till 
■ called argaev J wery ataa has thia rijit, then he hat 4 
Sa jatap far hiuaCd4 end will hardly thank any body far a 
hit qpt tala what they nay call a duty. That it is the d 
nea, and worses lea, *a trorltip God pablictly, I heartily ba 
bat that it ia tin duty or wiltiota of a cooaentioa or legiflaa 
*•«oa others, is called ■ naeftiaa > and trill be, anal 
Inn can be peen in the Ne* Teftanat, that Tefal or Ml 
ths aare orders therefor to the rulers of this world.



, V "^ and the legiflature fha'l from time to time auhorifo and 
I * require the fere. J towns, punihes, &c. to nuke Suitable prolifer, 

at their own expenfe, tor die iallitutioo of the public wordup of 
Go»l, ard fur die lupport and maintenance of poblic Pnt^tni 
teachers, in all cafes where fach prorifen Ball not be made vol­
untarily."

If the lejifrttrre pf thia coaimnnweaUi han that power to h- 
tliunc and eiUbliih that retain, which they believe is the bed ia 
the world, by the lam: rule all the legi’etures of all the comasoa- 
w.-alths, frites, kingdoms tod empires that are ia the world, 
and that have been in the world, may claim the fame.

If dumb idols are called devils; and idolatry ia the religion 
of the devil, this claim of power brines all the Gentile nations 

funder the government of the devil. Idolatry was eftablifiied by 
this pretended power in the Gentile nations, when the Chrift-an 
religion frit was lent among them: now if that efiabiiOtment eras 

-aw right, then the Apollles were wrong io (operating lb many thoo- 
lands from the euabliihed religion. They were guilty of ef- 

M letting a fchifm, and government was innocent in indidtiag foch 
■ puailhment upon them and their adherents. In procefs of time
7 the religion of Cbrift prevailed fo far that it was drablifted in the

empire of Rome । at which epochs it received a deadly wound, 
which gradually reduced it to ftiperfimoo, fraud and ignorance: 
fo that m the ixteenrh century a number of kingdoms and prio- 

« cipaiitics psouAnl againft the church of Rome: But this was a 
grand piece of obfaaacy, if rulers have the power that the article 
under canfidcration lays belongs to the legiflatare of Maflaclndetts. 
Thefe Protellaots, efpeeially ia England, retained fo many of the 
Papal refeks, that great numbers because Nonconformifts; Here 
they repeated their crime, rtjn&iag the Englift eftablilluDent, 
at well m that of Rome. Some of thole Noocoofonnifts came 
iota New England, ard Corn began So exercife that power which 
the bsB of righ s lays they have a right to.

Now, how Mail all there evils be remedied ? Anfwer—AB who 
have diMented from the eflablifhed religion of New England moft 
reiwa to that fold, and confet their errors—Then all muft return 
* the church of England and fabmit to that cftablife-ent—Then, 
Joining with the EpuropaKans, all mail apply to the Pope for par­
don, and fobmit to his uncontrolable authority—Then, with the 
Papilla, all mull return to the Pagani, and fobmit to Folytbcilin. 

- If the /eewr fpoken of is right, then this mode of procedure is 
sight; *d therefore, if it is not the Moral cMfcquoKe of reilg-



it in has ow^ bread t and hop right to exercife it towards 
neighbour, aud force him to worihip God. when, where an 
fuch a manner as hi hirafelf Ihall chute; and if this be the < 
whut means die foft article ig the Mif right } where it is I 
“ all man are born fee and equal” To be couGlleot, either 
clade ihoald b: ended, or the power contended for given up.

Um power is to be ufed to oblige people “ to make tat

eacfo individual has a tittle



in it to fuppott its officcn will Joon faU i J oft fo with the gorern- 
usent of Jcl'us. The author of oar religion has appointed a main - 
teaancc for his teachers ; but has never told the rulers of this' 
world to interfere in the nutter.

How much did John the Baptift, Jefus, Peter, James or John 
aik per year i Arfwer.—I know not. If a ma preaches Jeffis, 
he cannot aft enough for it । the gold of Ophir cannot equal it: 
If he preaches tittfrlf, it is good tor nothing.

Strange it is, that men ihould pretend to be Tea by God to 
preach to lioness; and yet will not do the work of use Lord, 
unlcfs they can get men to be legal bottdfrnen for Jehovah. . j. "

To read in the New Teds me nt that the Loan has ordered 
that thofe that preach the goipe! dull Eve by its inftitatiops and 
precepts, founds very harmonica] । but to read in a ftate confiita- 
tion that the kgiflature Hull require men to maintain teachers of 
piety, religion and morality, founds very difeordaat.

We may next obierve, that the legifature of Maflichufitts 
have not got power to provide for any public teachers, except they 
are PrtltjlMt. Pagans, Turin and Jews mull not only preach 
for nothing) bat Papifts, thole marvellous Chriftians, cannfit tib; 
tain a maintenance for their preachers by the laws of this common- 
w-akh. Such preachers mutt cither be fopported wtiontarily, 
fupport thctnfelvvi, or fane. It this good policy! Should one 
feA be pampered shore others I Should not government propeS 
all kinds of people, of every ipecies of religion, withoot thowfog 
the lead partiality { Han not the world had enough proofs of CM 
impolicy usd cruelty of favouring a Jew more than a Pages, Tut 
or Chnftian) or a Chrillian more than either of them ? Why 
flsould a man be profenbed or any w* difgraced for being a lew, 
Turk, Fafan, or a Chrillian if any denomination, when ha taka# 
and veracity (as a cmfaa) entitle him to the confidence of dtp 
public I

The next thing to be noticed is, that the kgjfatnre of Mafa- 
cbUctts is invefted with power and * authority to enjoin upoo aD 
the fobjefta an attendance upon the inftrofiioos pf the public teach- 
ets—«t fated timet and feafons.” By which fated times,»a 
doebt* it neawt A* days called Sabbaths^ Sedwip (SottMp) 
Firft-days or LodVfays. I fall not dispute the point about the 
hair dav. whether it was e&Mined 6* bmb from the heemacaMr. or



nd—whether the toe day of the week a to be kept to 1 
of the world—whether the breath part of tune aoi wetu 
of the lew, or whether the tooth day h changed for dj 
b# tall be the liberty of fayrag, that the appointment j 
tinted, holy daya, at no put of human legiflation. I ad 
Opta wtM ertedpie ef Moral right, the people of MbH 
could to* their legtottrt with tot power t nod an I cad 
dace it tot the tone of natural right, fo neither can I Cai 
of kb the NewTctiaaeat, tot Jttodrto Apottkaever 
«d toy far the hegka of tot day, or to' ever toy cto 
civil tufa* to tote any penal lawn thou it. AtdtiM 
lee what banck nden tanka of gwH fade wbcaebT toy- 
take to legalde Aid day. No longer ago than 1^1 the 
tare of to cMtaMtwokh made a fabtocal uw; when 
to gtodltot, toy fay, that to breath pert ^ time I 
kM holy : toe fctr do toy adcafate tote ? Arnau on #|

far Mcto*«lt<tfe at 8b*^| at tad 
ba, Md contone * code di today midnigi 
be<Mtoed,toatotoofGodaadto toto 
r b toafa: the la* to cabbed the ohfervi 
to m to tofan of Kat!, which tone &«»
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ek-3 their own teacher* and con«aa «i 
nance, and aflef* * upon all within that 
thofe who cannot, in conference. area# 
mull pay their tax with the reft, and bh 
it wn of the treafary again, which fom

j«Aly defpife the idea of religion* iocoq>araci*e by 
and therefore thofe who do not,.tee a* andoe adri 
er*. Suppafing. ‘n France, th* Nabon*! Convent* 
—re that all lefts of Chriftuna, ring fafand that bin 
cafes, might wear their beads at^Mtewtew tej, 
equal privileges in France | I ^.hMM AtJ

New, if it Itoold be argued that a 
wealth believe, ia their confesenew, 
fait God, to hare faciatie* incorpor 
■poo all to fosport their worship and I 
cafily the above erih might be pretea 
cooicience. If thefe only, who are o 
are incorporated, and Ml none bat



It

Oa that Miao I bare trend remarks to make :
' FA Tbe M part of it it rery libera), to a certain

<ta%oo of the ChritHan rdigiun, until the reign of C 
the three firfl ccnturicr tlatoft two arSioru of Kra

CMitelta

u^o were at good lafttt of flare at any in the empire, 
the change ia the empire, when the Christian rehgwa 
pftabliflted by law, the Pagan* filtered in the fame m»t 
the CTrfftiant had done in the tea preccrfiag perfecutionr.

ia the empire!

•-*»#*►*»

altothcn who dMhred
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Mice in this place. Each inhabitant has the power W voting' ia 
town or precinct affairs, who pays two tl»irds more io oec tea than 
a poll tax ) and then follows, “ That the freeholders and other 
inhabitants in each ndpcctirc town, tjtsalined as aforcGo, at \hc 
anneal meeting for the choice of town officers, or at any other 
town-meeting regularly warned, may grant and rote fuch fams of 
money as they (hall judge nccrfGry for the fettlement, maintenance, 
and fnpport of the minh’r,, to. be aifeffed upon the polls and 
property with th f<me as by law provided.”

Now if any Chriilians but Proteftants are thus incory .rated, dK 
conibttition is violated1; and if none bet 1’rotcfrtnts, what may'the 
Catholics fay ? But this is not all; by this aS, property entitles 
a man to church privileges. A degree of fimony is contained ill 
the aft. The wifell man th.I was ever born of a woman could 
not eftimate totf.-htr, by all the gold and pearls on earth ; but here 
a little property procures it; at lead an annual tax entities a safes 
to the rights of it Whether thtfc voters are (piritaal, mora^ or 
profane, they hare an espial fuffrage in the choice of fpintiial 
teachers, who have (or thccld have) the cure of fouls at heart.

’ It is well known that there are a n umber of Beptifts ill Ma

nature hare an 
icy) to make any

febje&s of (laic ? Let thofe who differ with them in judgment an. 
fa er. Yet from their known and confeieotioss principles, lie# 
are they reduced to fubordination in various places r

la a town or precitua where the BapMs are a minority, the 
major part chufc and fettle a miniiler; the expend is levied upon 
al according to poll and property । the Baptifts ia thia cafe 
anal cither pan with their money to fnpport a religion that they 
do not folly believe in; or be fubordinate enough so ger a cer­
tificate to draw it out cf the treafurer's hand. Some have conde-

•kite when batt had fuck a dtfgnll to fubmit to a power, belong
* io:



It ia woUwmkad, fast aoae faall te ptotcfled by law,

iag neither to the kingdom of tbc McSuh, nor the civil 
ascot oa earth, that they would not bow let the coafey 
what they would. Ite didraining law faits aad opptrfa

WHtcww v^hl* wnild iln^i pft with impunity. 
I tert add, feat in Scotland, two women were I 
ba - jc&aaa far faraacauaa, ana of (tern was a 
•ad tte feter was not. Sha who war a daagl



a, which ofato'break war aS ]*»r 
check. To here gorammeat titrefare 
arioriay can alter it, whoa voder Cm* 
> that permanency that the good rf the 
eofafco, caUfer. In thia fed *ew of 
H crib hid beater be borne with tian to 
Mag. In the federal joeenanott it 
met, or two thirdo of the mold art of 
■Cho. Ia MXWm the feme.

aatapOHtoem of fifteen yean. However thia 
**, to toe it appeal* one of the Cueeft Enea in 
figaal of a patriotic people, coafeioai of their 

b widrag to aeprorc ia poficy, attacked to 
a. And there ia ao doabt, bat ia the year 
of thia flam nay meet by their delegate* and 

the coafeitation, aad remove ita defeSia that 
■hot difeortred, withoot the leaft danger of

* ram refafe to pay hi* tribote far dm ftyptot W gw* 
ft anywde dillarb the peace and feed order of the «M 
ijftould be puaifaed according to tka-criaat, dm Md' Ito

will t but when a mon ia 0 phaariMe MM of 
protectee in w
own conference.

H*t cafe, that law* are made vtMMMfeato; tot* 
UjjtoKc 1 and becaufe saea eaoaetdmta aMrtMth 
Mfiihbfc of wax, thefe aoneeHfarWdfcr’Wogiilllftail




