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BAPTIST LEADERS PREFER APPOINTMENT OF ’’CONSERVATIVES” TO HIGH COURT

Appointment of persons with conservative political views to the Supreme 

Court, won approval of participants in the Baptist VIEWpoll, a represent

ative panel of Southern Baptist pastors and Sunday School teachers.

This question was asked in the poll:

Whenever new appointments are made by the 

President to the Supreme Court, would you 

like to have persons who are liberal or 

who are conservative in their political 

views?

Here are the results:

Who should 
fill vacancies?

Pastors Sunday School Teachers

Liberals 4.5% 5.2%

Conservative 90.6 80.6

No opinion 4.9 14.2

Findings are based upon a 91 percent response by The Baptist VIEWpoll 

panel members.

The poll, conducted during late June and early July, is in marked contrast 

to the Gallup Poll findings on the same item, taken approximately one month 

prior to the Baptist VIEWpoll survey. The Gallup Poll found that 52% of 

those interviewed preferred "conservatives;” while 25% preferred "liberals, 

and the remaining 23% had ”no opinion.”



The church leaders were also asked this question:

If you chose the answer "liberal” or "conservative,” 

please write below the one major reason for your choice.

A sample^ of the voluntary comments made by those favoring the appoint

ment of persons with conservative political views is as follows:

"The Supreme Court is a judicial body set up to decide the 
legality of constitutional matters not the social, psycholog
ical or economic factors involved in the decisions.

They would interpret the law closer to the meaning of the 
Constitution.

To check the threat of socialism and communism.

Because there are too many liberals now in our Supreme Court.

Too much liberalism everywhere.

We expect legislative and executive to initiate changes. The 
judicial should be a safeguard for all rights.

I think this would be better for the country. More in keep
ing with the principles of our forefathers.

We are becoming so liberal that I am afraid that we are 
beginning to stand for nothing. This is especially true 
with the Bible and law and order.

The liberals have created more problems in finances and society 
than they have solved.

The present court lias in my opinion been far too liberal in i Is 
decisions concerning law violators.

A random, arbitrary selection of every eighth comment. Nature 

and frequency of themes running through the comments here should 

accurately reflect the total group.



Liberalism has too many unsound elements that undermine true 
values.

Our country has gone too far left. We need to come back to the 
right.

For sake of law and order so badly needed in our society.

We need more people who look and realize a definite need to 
end the problem and not running here and there to get at it.

The liberal judgments are helping those who break the law.

Because we’ve leaned liberal so long we are about to fall over.

The court can get too radical either way but at present it is 
much too liberal.

I am conservative in my thinking and do not agree with the 
liberal thinkers.

Our whole political system is based on checks and balances. I 
want a public official (especially a member of the Supreme Court) 
to carefully weigh decisions in light of past experiences.

Liberalism has strayed too far away from the main purpose of 
the Constitution.

In the hope that a conservative view would decrease the size 
of Government’s part in the land rather than increase.

We need men who will render opinions as the laws were intended 
--not interpretations that cater to a few. All people should 
be considered.

Because I would like to see the general atmosphere of our country 
change toward a conservative viewpoint I believe the extreme 
liberalism is responsible for much of the unrest of the problems.

I believe the true Christian who is all for Christ will be 
conserva tive.

The conservatives make changes more slowly than liberals. They 
give more thought and study to situations before changing.



I feel that our country needs to turn in the conservative 
direction and this would be a step.

Because the rulings of the Supreme Court has made a mess of 
things in the country.

Because liberal political views too often caters to the criminal 
element and abuses the rights of the law-abiding majority.

Because the present trend of legislating by the judiciary needs 
reversed.

To slow down changes.

I am conservative in matters of my life.

The Supreme Court needs to interpret the Constitution as it is 
not what they would like it to be.

My opinion of liberal relates to the usage of the word in which
I feel that a person is too open-minded.

Because basically I have conservative opinion and beliefs. Further 
I believe most decisions require a conservative,approach.

Staying with the strict interpretations of the Constitutions of the 
U. S. Let it be the rule of the land.

At present I prefer a conservative who will be strong for law and 
order.

A conservative person seems to have more convictions than the 
liberal.

I today consider a person to be a conservative if he uses the 
Constitution as a guideline in making a judicial decision, not 
one who grabs an opportunity to further his own ideas.

Those who are conservative do not hold to the communistic views 
and government control.

Because to be too liberal puts power in the hands of persons ill 
equiped to use it.

A conservative will offset the liberal trend of the so-called 
Warren Court.



We have already gone too far toward Socialism.

We need a rule of constitutional law rather than regulations 
and opinions.

My belief that tendencies toward liberalism in recent history 
of Supreme Court threatens the existence of much that is 
important to the nation as a whole.

They have read into the Constitution their own opinions rather 
than the intent of the Constitution.

Save this nation.

Under the system of checks and balances, the Court is to 
interpret legislation, not make it. Recent liberal decisions 
are negating the intent of the Constitution and setting the court 
up as a legislative body.

Because the liberalism of laws in our nation has already led to 
violence and grief.

Security people of liberal views may tend to influence the 
Supreme Court by their extremist left or right opinions.

Views are closer to established laws.

Although I feel that civil rights cannot be too closely guarded, 
I think that in criminal cases the victim should receive maxi
mum consideration. I think recent court decisions have disregard
ed this. I believe in a strict interpretation of the Constitution 
and I believe the Court has engaged in some legislating rather than 
interpreting of the law.”

Persons who preferred the appointment of liberal appointees to the Court 

also had their reasons, and all of these are shown here.

"Conservatives move too slowly in a rapidly changing world.

We need open-eyed men who will not be afraid to speak the 
truth.

To me "liberal" equates with progressive while "conservative" 
equates status-quo and I prefer to be progressive.



To be able to render a judicial decision for the benefit 
of the nation as a whole and not in favor of fanatics on 
some minor point.

Someone with an open mind that will be concerned with all 
party involvement.

I favor progress and reforms as necessary.

This is a changing world and one must change with the 
times, but still hold to the past, present and the future 
for all.

A conservative will be lost in the speed of the present 
era, we need energetic, fast moving, God fearing leaders.

I like changes in our government.

I believe it would keep the people better informed.

I think in changing times such as ours are today, we need 
new and changing law makers.

Due to the conditions of our nation within its own boundaries 
a ’’liberal” might do the best.

I think men with liberal views are more in line with progress.

The person who would play God plays the fool.

Action is needed in Government - we must have living laws in 
ac tion.

I feel that liberal members would be sufficiently open to 
the demands of change as well as to minority groups.

Because I feel they should be flexible in that the same set 
of rules doesn’t apply to every case.

I believe in progress at most rapid constructive speed and 
liberals seem to move us in this direction. :

Under certain Circumstances it is necessary to make progressive 
changeSo

It is impossible to use these tags without defining terms - by 
liberal I mean a person who can think in terms of this age and 
its problems rather than in the past.”


