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Baptist VIEWpoll for March, 1979

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the March, 1979 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 703 members (279 pastors, 250 ministers of education, 
and 174 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these 703 
members, 84.6 percent (236) of the pastors, 83.6 percent (209) of the 
ministers of education, and 97.7 percent (170) of the directors of missions 
participated in the March poll.

Items on the March poll involved five areas of interest:

• Divorce
• Baptisms
• SBC volunteer programs
• Premarital counseling
• New church-type missions

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. "Most divorces are wrong, but each must be evaluated individually," 
according to 74.5 percent (70.3% of the pastors, 75.1% of the ministers 
of education, and 79.4% of the directors of missions) of the panel 
members who responded to the March poll.

B. The majority (53.4%) of the pastors and the largest portion of the 
ministers of education (34.1%) reported that, based on church records, 
baptisms so far this year in their churches are about the same as 
last year. Further, the largest portion (37.7%) of the directors of 
missions indicated that, based on what they hear from the churches 
in their associations, baptisms so far this year are about the same 
as last year.



Approximately one-third (32.5%) of the ministers of education and 
18.6 percent of the pastors reported that this year their churches have 
baptized "a few more" than for the comparable period last year.
And, some (5.1% of the pastors and 5.7% of the ministers of education) 
reported that this year their churches have baptized "many more" than 
for the comparable period last year.

C. When panel members were asked to define the word "discipleship," 57.2 
percent of the pastors, 44.5 percent of the ministers of education, 
and 48.8 percent of the directors of missions defined "discipleship" 
in terms of a Christian lifestyle in which one is a follower of 3esus 
Christ, a learner. Other key terms used to define discipleship were 
commitment (33.8%), process (22.0%), and outreach (18.2%).

D. When panel members were asked to indicate how familiar they were 
with seven listed SBC volunteer programs, it was learned that the 
Summer Student Missions program was the one of the seven most familiar 
to panel members (97.0% of the directors of missions, 87.5% of the 
ministers of education, and 81.9% of the pastors "could explain it 
to someone else"), while the Sojourners program was the one of the seven 
least familiar to panel members (14.8% of the pastors, 26.8% of the 
ministers of education, and 65.8% of the directors of missions "could 
explain it to someone else").

E. The distinctions between the various SBC volunteer programs are confusing 
to the majority (52.6%) of the ministers of education, as well as to 
45.8 percent of the pastors and 18.8 percent of the directors of 
missions. Further, 30.0 percent of the directors of missions, 14.8

, percent of the ministers of education, and 13.6 percent of the pastors, 
indicated "there are too many different volunteer programs." On 
the positive side, 40.6 percent of the directors of missions, 25.8 
percent of the pastors, and 22.0 percent of the ministers of education 
indicated that for the SBC volunteer programs "the application procedure 
is clear and readily accessible."



F. The overwhelming majority of the participants (80.1% of the pastors, 
94.7% of the ministers of education, and 86.4% of the directors of 
missions) indicated that a pastor or other staff member should 
require that a couple participate in premarital counseling 
before he agrees to marry them.

When panel members were asked to indicate the optimum number of 
premarital counseling sessions which should be required, the largest 
portion of the pastors (30.7%) and directors of missions (36.0%) 
agreed on "3," while the largest portion (36.4%) of the ministers of 
education agreed on "2."

G. Two-thirds of the pastors (66.1%) and ministers of education (68.1%), 
who responded to the March poll, indicated that 50 percent or more of 
those baptized in their churches in the last five years were children 
(under 18 years of age) of members.

H. According to 42.3 percent of the directors of missions, the starting 
of new church-type missions in their associations is a "very important" 
priority. And, an additional 11.8 percent indicated it was "the 
most important priority." On the other hand, 23.5 percent indicated 
this priority was "somewhat important," while 17.1 percent felt it 
was "of little importance." (Several panel members included a note 
with their response to this question indicating that either their association 
was already over-churched or they were in a declining population area 
with no need for new churches.)



III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. How do you view divorce?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions Total

All divorces are wrong and should 
not be condoned within or by 
the church ....................... 3.4% 2.9% 1.8% 2.8%
All divorces are wrong except in 
cases of adultery ............... . 15.7 8.6 12.9 12.5
Most divorces are wrong, but each 
must be evaluated individually . . . 70.3 75.1 79.4 74.5
Divorce is a social problem, but 
not a moral problem ............. 0.4 1.9 - 0.8
Divorce is neither a moral nor a 
social problem ................... -■ - -
Other (voluntary response) 

Divorce is both a social and 
a moral problem . ......... _ — 1.4 0.6 0.7
Divorce is wrong, but the 
church must deal with it 
redemptively ................. 5.9 5.7 1.2 4.6
Divorce is sometimes the best 
choice (i.e., justified by 
circumstances, lesser of two 
evils, adultery breaks the 
bond, corrects a marriage 
that never should have 
happened, etc.) ............... . 1.3 1.4 2.4 1.6
Other ......................... 0.4 1.9 0.6 1.0

Not Indicated ................... • 1.1 1.1 1.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(236) (209) (170) (615)



2. Based on your church's records (based on what you hear from the churches in 
your association), how does the number of baptisms so far this year compare 
to the same period last year (October, 1978-March, 1979, compared to 
October, 1977-March, 1978)?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions

Many more....................... .. 5.1% 5.7% 2.9%
A few more ....................... 18.6 32.5 36.5
About the same as last year .... 53.4 34.1 37.7
A few less ....................... 17.4 19.6 17.6
The number of baptisms has dropped 

greatly .................... 3.8 6.7 4.1
Not Indicated ..................... 1.7 1.4 1.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(236) (209) (170)

3. How do you define the word "discipleship?"

Categorized voluntary responses which reflect the main thought(s) expressed 
by respondents. Some respondents gave more than one definition. When 
multiple definitions were given, each was placed in the appropriate category.

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions Total

Discipleship is a process by which 
a Christian learns and grows 
into spiritual maturity ..... 14.8% 28.7% 23.5% 22.0%

Discipleship is a Christian life
style in which one is a follower, 
a learner .................... 57.2 44.5 48.8 50.6

Discipleship is a commitment to 
follow Jesus Christ in actions 
and attitudes ................ 40.3 23.9 34.1 33.0

Discipleship is outreach whereby 
others are reached for Christ . . 20.8 21.5 10.6 18.2

Discipleship is serving God and 
man.......................... - 19.6 13.5 10.4

Other ............................. 0.4 — 0.6 0.3
Not Indicated................ . . . 3.4 6.7 4.1 4.7
Totals * * * *

(236) (209) (170) (615)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.



4. Listed below are seven SBC volunteer programs. Please indicate in the appropriate space how familiar you are with
each volunteer program listed.

Could explain it 
someone else

to Know about it, but 
__________ describe it

couldn't

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions

a. Mission Service Corps . . . 38.6% 43.1% 87.0% 45.3% 44.0% 10.0%
b. Volunteer Involvement in Missions .... 42.4 37.8 77.6 39.8 45.0 15.9
c. U.S.-2 . . . . 50.9 65.6 88.2 32.2 28.2 10.6
d. Sojourners . . 14.8 26.8 65.8 45.4 46.5 25.9
e. Christian Service Corps . . 18.6 28.2 73.5 47.1 46.9 21.8
f. Journeymen . . 61.4 69.8 85.2 29.7 28.7 12.4
g. Summer Student Missions . . 81.9 87.5 97.0 16.5 11.5 2.4

Am not familiar with it Not Indicated Total

Pastors

Ministers 
of

L Education

Directors 
of

Missions Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions

a. 14.0% 10.5% 0.6% 2.1% 2.4% 2.4% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
b. 15.3 15.3 4.1 2.5 1.9 2.4 100.0 100.0 100.0
c. 16.1 2.9 - 0.8 3.3 1.2 100.0 100.0 100.0
d. 38.1 23.4 5.9 1.7 3.3 2.4 100.0 100.0 100.0
e. 31.8 23.0 1.8 2.5 1.9 2.9 100.0 100.0 100.0
f. 7.6 1.0 0.6 1.3 0.5 1.8 100.0 100.0 100.0
g. 0.8 0.5 - 0.8 0.5 0.6 100.0 100.0 100.0

(236) (209) (170)



5. What is your opinion of the various SBC volunteer programs? (Check
any that express your opinion.)

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions Total

There are too many different 
volunteer programs ....... 13.6% 14.8% 30.0% 18.5%

I am confused about the dis
tinctions .between the 
various programs ....... 45.8 52.6 18.8 40.7

The application procedure is 
clear and readily accessible . 25.8 22.0 40.6 28.7

I feel volunteers should solicit 
their own support from 
churches and individual 
sponsors .................. 8.5 4.3 13.5 8.5

(Voluntary Responses)
More information about the 

volunteer programs needs to 
be made available ...... 6.8 8.6 5.5

There appears to be overlap in 
some of the volunteer 
programs ................. 1.3 0.5 — 0.7

The application procedure 
needs to be simplified . . . 0.8 0.5 5.3 2.0

Volunteer programs are not 
promoted properly at the 
local church level ...... 2.1 5.7 5.3 4.2

Support should be a joint 
effort—local church and 
the denomination ........ 6.5 1.8

Volunteers soliciting their 
own support undermines the 
Cooperative Program .... — — 2.9 0.8

Not Indicated ................... 7.2 4.3 0.6 4.4
Totals * * * *

(236) (209) (170) (615)

*Totals do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.



6. In your judgment, should a pastor or other staff member require that a 
couple participate in premarital counseling sessions before he will 
agree to marry them?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions Total

Yes........................... . . 80.1% 94.7% 86.4% 86.8%
No........................... . . 16.5 4.3 11.2 10.9
Not Indicated ................. • • 3-^ 1.0 2.4 2.3
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(236) (209) (170) (615)

If "Yes," what, in your opinion, is the optimum number of sessions which
should be required?

Number of sessions

1 . . . ......................... . . 13.8% 7.1% 12.2% 10.9%
2............................. . . . 24.9 36.4 24.5 32.9
3............................. . . . 30.7 23.7 36.0 25.7
4............................. . . . 2.6 9.1 6.1 6.0
5............................... . . 1.6 1.5 1.4 1.5
6 ................. . 2.6 0.5 1.4 1.5
1-2............................. , . 2.1 2.5 2.7 2.4
1-3............................. . . 3.2 2.5 2.7 2.8
2-3............................. . . 7.9 5.6 8.2 7.1
Depends, varies, etc............ . . 7.0 8.6 4.8 7.7
Not Indicated ................... • 1-6 2.5 - 1.5
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(189) (198) (147) (534)



*7. In the last five years, about what percentage of those baptized in your 
church were children (under 18 years

Under 10%
10%-19%
20%-29%
30%-39%
40%-49%
50%-59%
60%-69%
70%-79%
80%-89%
90%-99%
100%
Not Indicated
Totals

of age) of members?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education Total

3.8% 1.4% 2.7%
5.9 3.3 4.7
8.5 10.0 9.2
3.8 5.3 4.5
6.8 5.7 6.3

15.3 20.2 17.5
12.7 20.1 16.2
19.4 13.4 16.6
7.2 7.2 7.2
8.5 7.2 7.9
3.0 — 1.6
5.1 6.2 5.6

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(236) (209) (445)

**8. To you as a Director of Missions, how important . 
of new church-type missions in your association?

a priority is the starting

Directors of Missions

The most important priority........... 11.8%
Very important.......... ............ 42.3
Somewhat important ................... 23.5
Of little importance ................. 17.1
Not important at all................. 2.4
Not Indicated......................... 2.9
Total 100.0%

(170)

*Question 7 was asked only of pastors and ministers of education.
**Question 8 was asked only of directors of missions.


