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Baptist VIEWpoll for September, 1979

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the September, 1979 
poll of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 698 members (277 pastors, 248 ministers of education, 
and 173 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
80.5 percent (223) of the pastors, 79.0 percent (196) of the 
ministers of education, and 94.8 percent (164) of the directors of missions 
participated in the September poll.

Items on the September poll involved eight areas of interest:

• Participation in evangelistic visitation
• Starting churches outside the "Old South"
• Awareness of Bold Mission Thrust
• "At Home With the Bible"
• Personal effectiveness in ministry
• Baptisms
• Leader/Pastor outlook
• Bi-vocational pastors

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. When pastors and ministers of education on the panel were asked 
approximately how many of their members take part in evangelistic 
visitation during a typical week, two-thirds (66.9%) of the pastors and 
54.6 percent of the ministers of education reported that approximately 
1-9 members take part in evangelistic visitation during a typical 
week. Eighteen percent (15.2% of the pastors and 21.4% of the 
ministers of education) reported that approximately 10-24 members take 
part in evangelistic visitation during a typical week.

Cross-tabulation of this item by church size reveals that as church 
size increases so does the number of individuals involved in evangelistic 
visitation during a typical week.
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B. Starting churches outside the "Old South" should be one of the SBC's 
main priorities, according to 87.0 percent of those who responded to 
the poll.

C. Fifty-eight percent of the directors of missions who responded to the 
poll reported that within their association(s) there is a climate 
for new church starts.

D. When pastors and ministers of education were queried about their 
awareness of the Bold Mission Thrust, 63.7 percent of the pastors and 
69.4 percent of the ministers of education reported they are "very 
familiar" with it. An additional 31.4 percent of the pastors ana 27.0 
percent of the ministers of education reported that they are "somewhat 
familiar" with it.

This same item was asked on the December, 1978 poll of the panel, and 
Table 1 reveals there has been a noticeable increase in familiarity 
with the emphasis on the part of ministers of education who responded 
to the item on both polls, but little change for pastors.

TABLE 1

Are you aware of the Bold Mission Thrust?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79

Yes, very familiar with it 65.6% 64.5% 63.4% 71.3%
Yes, somewhat familiar with it 28.4 30.1 29.3 24.4
Yes, but don't know much about it 6.0 5.4 7.3 4.3

(Base of 183) (Base of 164)

E. When panel members were asked if they knew about the new television 
program produced by Southern Baptists called "At Home With the Bible," 
73.5 percent of the pastors, 87.3 percent of the ministers of education, 
and 90.2 percent of the directors of missions answered in the affirmative.

This same item was asked on the December, 1978 poll, and Table 2 reveals 
that only for directors of missions has awareness of the program 
increased. In fact, the awareness level of pastors and ministers of 
education related to the program has fractionally declined. One is at



a loss to explain why some who indicated in December 1978 an aware
ness of the program have subsequently reported no awareness of the 
program.

TABLE 2

Do you know about the new television program produced by Southern Baptists 
called "At Home With the Bible?"

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79

Yes 75.6% 74.1% 90.4% 88.1% 87.8% 90.4%
No 24.4 25.9 9.6 11.9 12.2 9.6

(Base of 197) (Base of 177) (Base of 156)

Of those who indicated on the September poll (a total of 483) that they 
know about the TV program, 27.5 percent have personally viewed it, 
which is a noticeable change from the percentage (15.4%) who had personally 
viewed it at the time of the December, 1978, poll. Table 3 reveals the 
significant increase in the percentage of each panel group who have now 
viewed the program. Correspondingly, Table 3 reveals a decrease in the 
percentage of those who now report that the program is not shown in their 
viewing area, and this reporting apparently reveals only awareness of 
the program since no new stations have been added since December, 1978.

TABLE 3
Have you personally seen "At Home With The Bible"?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
Dec. ’78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. *78 Sept. '79

Yes 12.5% 22.7% 15.3% 28.7% 21.3% 38.6%
No 41.4 32.8 32.7 29.3 26.0 23.6
No, it is 
not shown 
in my 
viewing 
area 46.1 44.5 52.0 42.0 52.7 37.8

(Base of 128) (Base of 150) (Base of 127)
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Of the 133 who reported on the September poll that they have viewed 
the program, 84.2 percent "like it very much" (compared to 85.3% 
on the December poll), 12.8 percent "have mixed feelings about it" 
(compared to 10.7% on the December poll), and three persons are "really 
not impressed with it" (compared to two on the December poll).

Table 4, which compares response to this item on both polls for the 
same individuals, reveals little or no change in panel member feelings 
about the program

TABLE 4

What are your feelings about this new television program?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79

I like it 
very much 11 11 18 18 20 21

I have 
mixed 
feelings 
about it 1 2 3 3 2 1

I am 
really not 
impressed 
with it 1 1 1

(Base of 13) (Base of 22) (Base of 22)

F. When directors of missions on the panel were asked to report the 
average number of years the Chairman of Evangelism has served in their 
association, 45.9 percent reported the average to be two (2) years, 
while an additional 31.1 percent reported the average to be three (3) 
years.

G. The overwhelming majority of pastors (85.7%) and ministers of education 
(92.3%) who responded to the poll have not changed churches since 
January 1, 1979.
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H. Eighty percent (79.9%) of the directors of missions who responded to the 
poll have not changed positions within the last three years.

I. Almost two-thirds (64.5%) of the panel (45.8% of the pastors, 65.3% of 
the ministers of education, and 76.8% of the directors of missions) 
feel more "effective" in their ministry today as compared to three 
years ago.

3. The largest portion (40.3%) of the ministers of education and 32.3 
percent of the pastors reported that, based on church records through 
August, 1979, baptisms so far this year are a few ahead of the same 
time period last year. Further, 48.3 percent of the directors of 
missions filed the same report, based on what they hear from the churches 
in their associations.

Approximately one-third (32.3%) of the pastors and 24.0 percent of the 
ministers of education indicated that baptisms in their churches 
are about the same as last year. Some of the panel (13.9% of the 
pastors and 16.3% of the ministers of education) indicated that this 
year their churches have baptized "many more" than for the comparable 
period last year.

This same item was also on the March 1979 poll, and Table 5 reveals a 
comparison of the three groups' response to this item on both polls. 
Each group reported noticeable increases in baptisms through August, 
1979.

TABLE 5

How does the number of baptisms so far this year compare to the same period
last year?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors

of Mi
Mar. '79

ssions
Aug. '79Mar, '79 Aug. *79 Mar. '79 Aug. '79

Many more 5.9% 12.8% 6.0% 16.8% 3.2% 14.9%
A few more 18.7 33.5 30.4 41.3 37.7 49.4
About the same 53.7 33.0 36.4 22.8 39.0 26.0
A few less 18.2 14.8 20.1 12.0 16.9 7.8
Dropped greatly 3.5 5.9 7.1 7.1 3.2 1.9

(Base of 203) (Base of 184) (Base of 154)
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K. The largest portion of pastors (42.2%) and ministers of education 
(39.9%) reported that the leaders in their congregation are "somewhat 
optimistic about the future of their churches. An additional 25.6 
percent of the pastors and 37.2 percent of the ministers of education 
reported that leaders in their congregation are "extremely optimistic" 
about the future of their churches.

Sixty percent (59.8%) of the directors of missions reported that pastors 
in their associations are "somewhat optimistic" about the future of 
their churches.

Table 6 shows the response of the same individuals to this item in 
December 1978, and September, 1979, and the comparison is revealing. 
For both pastors and ministers of education there has been a noticeable 
decline in the "extremely optimistic" category, while all three groups 
showed an increase in the "tentative" category.

TABLE 6

In general, are the leaders/pastors in your congregation/association optimistic 
or pessimistic about the future of their church(es)?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
Dec. *78 Sept. '79 Dec. ’78 Sept. *79 Dec. '78 Sept. '79

Extremely 
optimistic 30.0% 22.0% 46.6% 37.5% 9.6% 9.6%
Somewhat 
optimistic 46.0 45.0 38.1 39.8 61.4 56.6
Tentative 15.0 24.5 9.1 14.2 20.0 26.2
Somewhat 
pessimistic 8.0 6.5 4.5 6.2 9.0 7.6
Extremely 
pessimistic 1.0 2.0 1.7 2.3 — —

(Base of 200) (Base of 176) (Base of 145)

L. Panel members were asked to indicate what local leadership could do to 
meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors, and the largest portion (38.3%) 
of the panel indicated that local leadership should provide/make 
available the following: expertise, counseling, consultation, training 
seminars, help with their church programs, assistance in training their 
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leaders, etc. The second largest portion (29.8%) indicated that 
local leadership should "encourage" bi-vocational pastors and give them 
recognition and moral support.

M. What can the Home Mission Board and the Sunday School Board do to meet 
the needs of bi-vocational pastors? According to the largest portion 
(26.9%) of the panel who responded to the poll, the two agencies 
should provide training seminars, conferences, etc., for bi-vocational 
pastors. The second largest portion (20.9%) of the panel members 
indicated the two agencies should provide/make available materials 
and resources for bi-vocational pastors.
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III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. In your church, approximately how many of your members take part in 
evangelistic visitation during a typical week?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total

Over 100 ............................ ................ - % 0.5% 0.2%
50 to 100 ........................ ................ 0.9 6.1 3.4
25 to 49 ............................ ................ 4.9 13.3 8.6
10 to 24 ............................ ................ 15.2 21.4 18.1
1 to 9................................ ................ 66.9 54.6 61.1
None.................................... ................ 12.1 3.6 8.1
Not Indicated ................ ................ 0.4 0.5 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (164)

2. Starting churches outside the "Old South" should be one of the SBC's 
main priorities.

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions Total

Agree ................................ 83.4% 88.8% 89.7% 87.0%
Disagree................................ 12.6 9.7 7.9 10.3
Not Indicated..................... 4.0 1.5 2.4 2.7
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (164) (583)

3. Is there a climate within your association(s) for new church starts?

Directors 
of Missions

Yes........................................  58.0%
No............................................................ 40.2
Not Indicated.................................... 1.8
Total 100.0%

(164)



4. Are you aware of the Bold Mission Thrust? Q ✓

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total

Yes, I am very familiar with it . 63.7% 69.4% 66.3%
Yes, I am somewhat familiar with it 31.A- 27.0 29.4
Yes, but I really don't know much

about it.................... ... .................... 4.5 3.6 4.1
No........................................ - -
Not Indicated ................ .................... 0.4 - 0.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (419)

5. Do you know about the new television program produced by Southern Baptists
called "At Home with the Bible?"

Ministers 
of Education

Directors 
of Missions TotalPastors

Yes................................ 73.5% 87.3% 90.2% 82.9%
No.................................... 25.6 12.2 9.8 16.6
Not Indicated .... • Q-9 0.5 - 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (164) (583)

If "Yes,"

Have you personally seen it?

Yes................................ 19.5% 27.5% 36.5% 27.5%
No.................................... 34.1 30.4 24.3 29.8
No, it is not shown in

my viewing area . . 46.4 41.5 39.2 42.5
Not Indicated .... ■ “ 0.6 — 0.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(164) (171) (148) (483)

If "Yes,"

What are your feelings about this new television program?

I like it very much 75.0% 87.2% 87.0% 84.2%
I have mixed feelings

about it .................... 25.0 10.7 7.4 12.8
I am really not impressed

with it .................... • - 2.1 3.7 2.3
Not Indicated .... a — - 1.9 0.7
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(32) (47) (54) (133)
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6. In thinking back over the past several years, what is the average number 
of years that the Chairman of Evangelism in your association has served?

Years Directors of Missions

1  9.1%
2  45.9
3  31.1
4  8.5
5  2.4
6 ................ ......... 0.6
7....................................................
8....................................................
9....................................................

10 or more......................................... 1.2
Not Indicated..................................... 1.2
Total 100.0%

(164)

7. Have you changed churches since January 1, 1979?

Ministers
Pastors of Education Total

Yes............................................. 14.3% 7.7% 11.2%
No............................................ 85.7 92.3 88.8
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (419)

8. Have you changed positions within the last three years?

Directors of Missions

Yes................................................. 18.9%
No................................................ 79.9
Not Indicated............................... 1.2
Totals 100.0%

(164)
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9. Do you feel more effective, about the same, or less effective in your 
ministry today as compared to three years ago?

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions Total

More effective ................ 54.8% 65.3% 76.8% 64.5%
About the same ................ 31.8 24.5 19.5 25.9
Less effective ................ 12.1 9.7 3.7 8.9
Not Indicated ................ 1.3 0.5 — 0.7
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(223) (196) (164) (583)

10. Based on your church’s records (what you hear from the churches in 
your association), how does the number of baptisms so far this year
compare to the same period last year (October, 1978-August, 1979, 
compared to October, 1977-August, 1978)?

Many more .... .................................
A few more.................................................
About the same as last year . . . .
A few less............................................  .
The number of baptisms has dropped 

greatly .............................................
Not Indicated ......................................... 
Totals

11. In general, are the leaders/pastors 
optimistic or pessimistic about the

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

13.9% 16.3% 14.6%
32.3 40.3 48.3
32.3 24.0 26.2
13.9 12.8 7.3

5.8 6.6 1.8
1.8 - 1.8

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(223) (196) (164)

in your congregation/association 
future of their church?

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Totals

Extremely optimistic, great things ahead. 25.6% 37.2% 9.1%
Somewhat optimistic ........................................ 42.2 39.9 59.8
Tentative, no clear impression of 

optimism or pessimism................  . . . 23.8 14.3 23.8
Somewhat pessimistic ..................................... 5.8 5.6 7.3
Definitely pessimistic, serious problems 

are at hand or expected ........................ 2.2 2.0 -
Not Indicated ..................................................... 0.4 1.0 —

100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(223) (196) (164)
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What can local leadership (including yourself) do to meet the needs of 
bi-vocational pastors (pastors who earn at least part of their income 
from some source other than a church)? (Voluntary responses)

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total

Provide/make available to them: 
materials, equipment, resources . 2.2% 6.6% 5.5% 4.6%

Provide/make available to them: 
expertise, counseling, consul
tation, training seminars, 
help with their program areas, 
assistance in training their 
leaders........................................ . 21.1 43.6 54.9 38.3

Encourage them, give them recog
nition, give them moral support . 30.0 26.0 34.1 29.8

Provide financial assistance . . . 14.8 16.3 4.3 12.3
Work through/with the association 

to assist them ... ............ . 4.9 7.7 2.4 5.1
Pray for them. . ............................. . 6.7 4.6 1.8 4.6
Schedule meetings at times most 

bi-vocational pastors would be 
free............................ . 19.7 11.2 34.8 21.1

Make them aware of training 
opportunities. . .................... . 0.9 2.6 6.7 3.1

Other.................................................... • - 1.5 1.8 1.0
Not Indicated.................... .... . 23.8 21.9 11.6 19.7
Totals * * * *

(223) (196) (164) (583)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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13. In your judgement, what can the Home Mission Board and the Sunday
School Board do to meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors?
(Voluntary responses)

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total

Provide/make available 
materials/resources for 
bi-vocational pastors . . . 15.7% 15.8% 34.1% 20.9%

Provide/make available 
"on the field" 
assistance, one-to-one 
consultation. ...... . 2.7 10.2 6.1 6.2

Supplement the bi-vocational 
pastor's income ............ . 17.9 24.5 4.9 16.5

Provide training seminars, 
conferences, etc., for the 
bi-vocational pastor. . . . 23.3 27.0 31.7 26.9

Provide the funds for them to 
attend training seminars, 

conferences, etc.....................4.0 9.2 7.9 6.9
Give them higher visibility, 

recognition ..................... . 11.2 4.6 24.4 12.7
Condense the literature, 

mailings, etc., which are 
sent to them. ...... . 4.9 1.5 9.1 5.0

Avoid fads and changes in 
programs. ........ . 1.3 - 4.3 1.7

Other.................... .................... . 3.1 1.0 3.7 2.6
Not Indicated ........................ . 34.1 26.0 12.8 25.4
Totals * * * *

(223) (196) (164) (583)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.


