
BAPTIST

AUGUST 1980

VIEWpoll is a cooperative effort of the Sunday 
School Board and Home Mission Board to monitor 
quarterly certain key areas of Southern Baptists' 
awareness, thought, and action.

NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR RELEASE WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM RESEARCH SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE
I. INTRODUCTION ........................................ 1

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS..................... 2

III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS........................... 7

APPENDIX.............................................. 13



BAPTIST VIEWpoll for August 1980

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the August, 1980 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 705 members (256 pastors, 289 ministers of education, 
and 160 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
84.4 percent (216) of the pastors, 90.0 percent (260) of the ministers 
of education, and 99.4 percent (159) of the directors of missions partici
pated in the August poll.

Items on the August poll involved ten areas of interest:

• TELL Witness Training
• Information needs related to Catholics, Jews, etc.
• Starting churches outside the "Old South"
• Baptisms
• "At Home with the Bible"
• Sponsorship of refugee families
• Prayer groups for spiritual awakening
• Evangelistic visitation
• Effectiveness of church evangelism committees
• Assistance in establishing/counseling church evangelism committees

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. When panelists were asked to indicate if they were familiar with
TELL Witness Training, 73.6 percent of the directors of missions reported 
familiarity with the training. On the other hand, 65.8 percent of the 
ministers of education and 58.8 percent of the pastors reported they were 
not familiar with the training.

A noticeable difference occurred on this item among the directors of 
missions. While 92.1 percent of the directors who serve in "new" *SBC 
states were familiar with the training, a significantly smaller percentage 
(68.4%) of those serving in "old" *SBC states were familiar with the 
training.

*A list of "new" and "old" SBC states may be found in the Appendix.



Of those panelists who reported familiarity with TELL Witness Training, 
23.7 percent (17.4% of the pastors, 23.9% of the ministers of education, 
and 28.2% of the directors of missions) have been trained in it. Further, 
only one church (in the 1,000-1,499 membership range) represented 
in the response owns a TELL set and kit, while 18.8 percent of the 
directors of missions reported that their associations own TELL sets 
and kits.

B. There are four groups active in the U.S.A, today about which panelists need 
information. The four groups are: (1) ’’The Wav’’—chosen from a prepared list 
by 65.9 percent of the panelists; (2) ”Moonies”--chosen from the same list 
48.1 percent; (3) ’’Muslims”—chosen by 44.4 percent; and (4) "Mormans"—chosen 
by 35.3 percent. Voluntary response to this item through an "other" option 
surfaced little collective interest in specific groups not shown on the 
prepared list.

C. The overwhelming majority (87.8%) of the panelists "agree" that "starting 
churches outside the (Old South) should be one of the SBC’s main priorities." 

This same item was asked on the September, 1979 poll, and Table 1 reveals 
that no significant changes have occurred over the time period. If the 
negligible changes observed among ministers of education and directors 
of missions should become a trend, it could have a negative effect on the 
Bold Mission Thrust which by its nature must emphasize the establishment of 
new churches—mostly outside the "old South."

TABLE 1
Starting churches outside the "Old South" should be one of the SBC’s 
main priorities.

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Sept. ’79 Aug. *80 Sept. *79 Aug. *80 Sept. ’79 Aug. *80
Agree 86.5% 90.3% 90.0% 88.0% 91.9% 90.6%
Disagree 13.5 9.7 10.0 12.0 8.1 9.4

(Base of 185) (Base of 150) (Base of 149)

A list of new and "old" SBC states may be found in the Appendix. 
NOTE: For Tables 1-6, bases represent those persons’ who answered 

a given item in both polls.
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D. When panelists were asked to indicate how the number of baptisms (based on 
church records) this year compared to the same period last, year (Oct* 1979- 
July, 1980 compared to Oct. 1978-July, 1979), the largest portion (36.1%) 
of the pastors indicated that the number this year was about "the same as 
last year," while the largest portion (35.5%) of the ministers of education 
reported a "few more" baptisms this year compared to last year. Fifty-one 
percent of the directors of missions reported hearing from the churches that 
there have been a "few more" baptisms this year compared to last year.

This item on the number of baptisms also appeared on the September, 1979 
poll, and Table 2 reveals a comparison of the three groups’ response to this 
item on both polls. There appears to be some evidence in Table 2 pointing 
toward a numerical increase in the number of baptisms for the 1979-1980 
church year over the previous year’s baptisms.

TABLE

How does the number of baptisms 
period last year?

2

so far this year compare to the same

Pastors of Education of Missions
Ministers Directors

Sept. ’79 Aug. *80 Sept.’79 Aug. ’80 Sept. ’79 Aug. *80
Many more 13.6% 12.0% 17.0% 22.0% 15.6% 14.3%
A few more 34.0 28.3 39.0 35.2 48.3 52.3
About the 
same 32.5 37.8 24.5 22.0 25.9 28.6
A few less 14.7 18.8 13.2 19.5 8.2 4.8
Dropped 
greatly 5.2 3.1 6.3 1.3 2.0 —

(Base of 191) (Base of 159) (Base of 147)

E. The overwhelming majority (85.5%) of the responding panelists know about 
"At Home with the Bible." But, it should be observed, almost one-fourth 
(23.6%) of the pastors still do not know about the program, and these 
individuals serve in every church size category through 1,499 members.

This same item appeared on the September, 1979 poll, and Table 3 reveals 
that awareness of the program has increased over the time span among all 
three groups on the panel.
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TABLE 3

Do you know about the new television program produced by Southern Baptists 
called "At Home with the Bible?"

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Sept. 179 Aug, * 80 Sept. *79 Aug. *80 Sept. '79 Aug. '80
Yes 75.5% 78.1% 89.9% 92.4% 90.1% 90.8%
No 24.5 21.9 10.1 7.6 9.9 9.2

(Base of 196) (Base of 158) (Base of 152)

Of those who indicated on the August poll (a total of 543) that they knew
about the TV program, 34.1 percent have now personally viewed it, while an 
additional 30.0 percent have not seen it and 35.5 percent report it is not
shown in their viewing area. (Noticeably, a larger percentage of those on 
the panel who have seen the program serve in "old" *SBC states as compared 
to those who serve in "new" *SBC states.)

Table 4 reveals a comparison of the August data with data gathered on the 
same item on the September, 1979 poll, and the increase in those who have 
now personally seen the program is noticeable. Correspondingly, Table 4 
reveals a decrease in the percentage of those who report that the program 
is not shown in their viewing area.

TABLE 4

Have you personally seen "At Home with the Bible?"

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Sept. *79 Aug. *80 Sept. '79 Aug. *80 Sept. 179 Aug. *80

Yes 22.0% 31.1% 30.1% 34.6% 38.2% 41.2%
NO 29.5 34.8 27.1 27.8 23.7 26.0
No, it is 
not shown 
my viewing 
area

in

48.5 34.1 42.8 37.6 38.1 32.8
(Base of 132) (Base of 133) (Base of 131)

*A list of "new" and "old" SBC states may be found in the Appendix.
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Of the 185 who reported on the August poll that they have viewed the 
program, 87.1 percent "like it very much,” 8.6 percent "have mixed feelings 
about it," and 3.8 percent are "really not impressed with it."

Table 5, which compares response to this item on the August, 1980 poll and 
the September, 1979 poll for the same individuals, reveals little change 
in panel members’ feelings about the program.

TABLE 5

What are your feelings about this new television program?

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Sept. 1 79 Aug. ’80 Sept. '79 Aug. 180 Sept. *79 Aug. *80

I like 
it very 
much 14 15 29 30 37 34
I have mixed 
feeling about 
it 5 3 4 4 3 5

I am really 
not impressed 
with it 1 1 — — 1

(Base of 19) (Base of 34) (Base of 40)

F. When panel members were asked if their church/association was currently 
sponsoring, or planning to sponsor, a refugee family, 21.4 percent of the 
directors of missions, 20,4 percent of the ministers of education 
(influenced noticeably by those serving in churches with 2,000 or more 
members), and 7.4 percent of the pastors (serving in churches with member
ships ranges from 100 to 1,499) answered in the affirmative.

COMMENTS DESIGNATED G, H, AND I RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS 
OF EDUCATION

G. Approximately one-fourth (28.4%) of the churches represented in the 
response have a group of five or more laypersons who meet regularly to 
pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America. And, these prayer
groups are reported by representatives from every church size category.
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H. During a typical week, one to nine members take part in evangelistic 
visitation, according to 66.2 percent of the pastors and 56.1 percent of 
the ministers of education. Further, 25.0 percent of the ministers of 
education and 14.4 percent of the pastors reported that 10 to 24 members 
take part in evangelistic visitation during a typical week.

This same item appeared on the September, 1979 poll, and Table 6 reveals 
some movement in the data over the time span but nothing that would be 
significant.

TABLE 6

Approximately how many of your members take part in evangelistic visitation 
during a typical week?

Ministers
Pastors of Education

(Base of 194) (Base of 157)

Sept. '79 Aug. '80 Sept. '79 Aug. '80

Over 100................ - % - % 0.6% 1.3%

50 to 100 ............. ........... 1-0 1.0 6.4 3.2

25 to 49............... ........... 4.7 2.6 11.5 12.7

10 to 24 ............... 17.0 15.5 21.6 24.2

1 to 9.................. 64.4 67.0 56.7 53.5

None.................... ..............12.9 13.9 3.2 5.1

I. Sixty percent (60.2%) of the pastors and 59.6 percent of the ministers of 
education do not have an evangelism committee in their churches. And, in 
many of those churches that do have such a committee, the effectiveness of 
the committee appears to be held in question.

In churches represented by ministers of education in the data, the instances 
of 1121 having an evangelism committee are significantly greater in "new" *SBC 
states as compared to "old" *SBC states (86.3% compared to 56.3%, respectively).

COMMENTS DESIGNATED J AND K RELATE ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

J. Since the first of this year (1980), 23.9 percent of the directors of 
missions have assisted at least one church in their association(s) in 
establishing a church evangelism committee.

*A list of "npy" QRO o+-->+■
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K. Twenty-eight percent of the directors of missions in the response have 
counseled/met with at least one church evangelism committee since the 
first of this year (1980).

III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Are you familiar with TELL Witness Training.

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions Total

Yes. . . .................... 39.8% 33.8% 73.6% 45.8%
No . . . ......................58.8 65.8 25.8 53.4
N.I. . . .......................1.4 0.4 0.6 0.8
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (159) (635)

If "Yes, It

a. Have you been trained in TELL Witness Training? —

Yes . . .................... 17.4% 23.9% 28.2% 23.7%
No. . . .......................82.6 76.1 71.8 76.3
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(86) (88) (117) (291)

b. Does your church/association own a TELLset (LaBelle Duo 16TR) and kit?

Yes . . . . . .............. - % 1.1% 18.8%
No. . . .............  97.7 97.8 81.2
N.I. .................... 2.3 1.1 —

Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
(86) (88) (117)
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Listed below are several groups which are active in the U.S.A, today.
Please indicate any on which you need information. (Check all that apply

Ministers Directors
Pastors <pf Education of Missions Total

Roman Catholics ......... . 11.6% 11.2% 17.6% 12.9%
Jews..................... . 13.0 10.4 15.1 12.4
Muslims............. . . . . 42.1 45.4 46.0 44.4
Moonies ... ........... . 54.2 41.9 49.7 48.1
The Way .................. . 67.6 66.2 62.9 65.9
Mormons .................. . 39.8 33.1 32.7 35.3
Jehovah’s Witness . . . . . 3.7 3.1 3.8 3.5
Armstrongs (Garner Ted,
Herbert).............   . . . 1.4 0.6 0.6
Hari Krishna............. . 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.6
Seventh Day Adventist . . . 0.9 0.4 0.6 0.6
Other

All of these ......... . 1.4 0.4 0.6 0.8
Bahai............. . . . . 0.9 0.4 0.5
"Local Church" . . . . . — 0.4 0.6 0.3
Church of Christ * . . . 0.5 — 0.6 0.3
Charismatics ......... . 0.5 — 0.6 0.3
Scientology........... — 0.6 0.2
The Church of the
Firstborn............. 0.4 0.2
Pentecostals (Holiness
groups)............... . 0.5 0.4 0.3
Buddhist ............. — 0.6 0.2
Other.................. . 2.3 1.9 0.6 1.7

None...................... . 8.8 9.6 13.8 10.4
N.I....................   . . 6.0 7.3 11.9 8.0

Totals * * * *

(216) (260) (159) (635)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple response.
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3. Starting churches outside the "Old South” should be one of the SBC’s main
priorities.

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total

Agree............. ......... 87.9% 86.9% 89.3% 87.8%
Disagree .................. 9.3 10.0 8.8 9.5
N.I............... . . . . . 2.8 3.1 1.9 2.7
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (159) (635)

4. Based on your church’s records (based on what you hear from the churches 
in your association),, how does the number of baptisms so far this year 
compare to the same period last year (October, 1979 - July, 1980 compared 
to October, 1978 - July, 1979)?

Many more ........ . . 13.4% 18.8% 13.8%
A few more............. . . 28.2 35.5 51.0
About the same as last year 36.1 24.6 27.7
A few less............. . . 18.1 19.6 5.0
The number of baptisms 
has dropped greatly . . . . 2.8 1.5 —
N.I..................... • * A4 — 2.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (159)

5. Do you know about the new television program produced by Southern Baptists
called "At Home with the Bible?"

Yes . ......................... 75.9% 91.1% 89.3% 85.5%
No. . ........................23.6 8.5 9.4 13.9
N.I. .......................... 0.5 0.4 1.3 0.6
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (159) (635)
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5. If "Yes," (continued from previous page)

e Have you personally seen it?

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions Total

Yes..................... . 29.3% 33.8% 40.1% 34.1%
No...................... . . 34.1 29.1 26.8 30.0
No, it is not shown in my 
viewing area ...... , 36.0 37.1 32.4 35.5
N.I........................ ., 0.6 — 0.7 0.4
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(164) (237) (142) (543)
If "Yes,"

a What are your feelings about this new television program?

I like it very much. . . ., 83.3% 89.9% 85.9% 87.1%
I have mixed feelings 
about it ................. . 8.3 6.3 12.3 8.6
I am really not impressed 
with it.................... 6.3 3.8 1.8 3.8
N.I........................ , 2.1 — — 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(48) (80) (57) (185)

Is your church/association currently 
a refugee family?

sponsoring, or planning to sponsor

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Yes........................ 7.4% 20.4% 21.4%
No........................ 91.7 78.8 76.1
N.I....................... 0.9 0.8 2.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (159)
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QUESTIONS 7-9 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

7. To your knowledge, does your church have a group of five or more laypersons
who meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America?

Ministers
Pastors of Education Total

Yes............. ......... 24.5% 31.5% 28.4%
No............ . .......... 74.1 67.0 70.1
N.I............. ............1.4 1.5 1.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (476)

8. In your church, approximately how many of your members take part in
evangelistic visitation during a typical week?

Over 100 . • • • • • • • - % 1.2% 0.6%
50 to 100. • . 0.9 2.3 1.7
25 to 49 . • . 2.8 9.6 6.5
10 to 24 . • . 14.4 25.0 20.2
1 to 9 . . • . 66.2 56.1 60.7
None . . . • . 14.8 5.0 9.5
N.I. . . . . 0.9 0.8 0.8
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (476)

9. If your church has an evangelism committee, in your opinion, how effective 
is it in helping your church meet evangelism needs?

Very effective ......... . 1.4% 1.2% 1.3%
Effective............... . 4.2 3.8 4.0
Somewhat effective . . . . 14.8 18.1 16.6
Not effective........... . 11.1 12.7 12.0
Church does not have an 
evangelism committee . . . 60.2 59.6 59.8
N.I...................   . . 8.3 4.6 6.3
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(216) (260) (476)
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QUESTIONS 10-11 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

10. Since the first of this year, have you assisted any churches in your 
association in establishing church evangelism committees?

Directors of Missions
Yes............   23.9%
No............................................ 73.6
N.I........................................  . 2.5
Total 100.0%

(159)

11. Since the first of this year, have you counseled/met with any church
evangelism committees?

Yes............................................ 28.3%
No............................................ 67.3
N.I............................................. 4.4
Total 100.0%

(159)
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LIST OF "OLD” AND "NEW" SBC STATES

"OLD" SBC STATES

Alabama
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Mississippi 
Missouri
North Carolina
Oklahoma
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia

"NEW" SBC STATES

Alaska
Arizona
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District of Columbia
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan 
Minnesota
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Dakota
Utah
Vermont
Washington
West Virginia 
Wisconsin
Wyoming


