
BAPTIST
WHWjpoHU

NOVEMBER 1980

VIEWpoll is a cooperative effort of the Sunday 
School Board and Home Mission Board to monitor 
quarterly certain key areas of Southern Baptists’ 
awareness, thought, and action.

NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR RELEASE WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM RESEARCH SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD.

historical
LIBRARY and archives 

Nashville, Tennessee

‘ 1 My



f

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

I. INTRODUCTION................................. 1

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS. ...... ............. 1

III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS .......................... 5

APPENDIX............................................... 13



BAPTIST VIEWpoll for November, 1980

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the November, 1980 
poll of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 701 members (254 pastors, 287 ministers of education, 
and 160 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
72.4 percent (184) of the pastors, 77.7 percent (223) of the ministers 
of education, and 92.5 percent (148) of the directors of missions partici
pated in the November poll.

Items on the November poll involved three areas of interest:
o Missions Digest
o Responsibility for missions in the local church 
o Associational missions committee

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS
A. Seventy-five percent of the panelists who responded to the poll 

reported that they receive Missions Digest. The other one fourth 
reported they do not. This information is difficult to interpret 
since all of the panelists should be receiving the publication. 
It is possible that some are not receiving it due to addressing 
problems, but it is also possible that some are receiving it with
out being aware of it.

B. The majority (55.5%) of the respondents who receive Missions Digest 
read it within one week of its arrival. An additional 36.3% read it 
immediately upon arrival.

C. Fifty-seven percent (56.9%) of the respondents usually read "part” 
of the Missions Digest, while 42.6% usually read ’’all of it." Cross
tabulation data reveals that significantly more pastors and directors 
of missions who serve in "new"* SBC states usually read "all" of the 
digest, as compared to those who serve in "old"* SBC states.

*See Appendix for list of "old and "new SBC states
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D. The majority (57.4%) of the directors of missions file Missions 
Digest for future reference, while 48.5% of the pastors and 30.6% 
of the ministers of education do the same. However, the majority 
of the pastors (50.7%) and ministers of education (68.0%) do not 
file the digest for future reference.

E. Just over two thirds (67.9%) of the respondents indicated that Missions 
Digest was "valuable" to them as a source of information about the work 
Of Southern Baptist missions. An additional 15.7% indicated that the 
digest was "very valuable." Some (16.2%) reported that the digest was 
"of little value" to them.

F. Fifty-seven percent (57.3%) of the respondents "occasionally" use 
information from Missions Digest as illustrations in speeches or sermons. 
An additional 33.2% "frequently" use the material in this way.

G. Materials from Missions Digest is "occasionally" used in church bulletins, 

newsletters and other publications by 52.7% of the respondents. Further, 
an additional 38.4% "frequently" use the materials in publications.

H. The majority of the respondents (68.9%) "rarely or never" look up the 
original articles quoted in Missions Digest. However, an additional 
28.4% "occasionally" do look up the original articles.

I. Just over three-fourth (77.6%) of the respondents do not route Missions 
Digest to someone else.

COMMENTS DESIGNATED J,K,L, AND M RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS 
OF EDUCATION

J. When respondents were asked to indicate who had the primary responsibility 
for coordinating the mission work of their church, 64.1% of the pastors 
and 35.4% of the ministers of education reported that this responsibility 
belonged to the pastor. On the other hand, the largest portion (36.3%) 
of the ministers of education reported that the WMU had this responsibility 
in their churches.

In many churches, no doubt, the responsibility for coordinating the mission 
work of the church is a shared one between the pastor and primarily the WMU 
thus the higher response in these two categories. Cross-tabulation data for 
pastors reveals that in "new"* SBC states the church missions committee is 
more actively involved in the coordinating responsibilities (39.1%) than 

*See Appendix for list of "old and "new" SBC states
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is true for this committee in "old”* SBC states (16.4%). Also, committees 
functioning west of the Mississippi River are more active in this area 
(29.0%) than are committees which function east of the River (14.2%).

K. The primary responsibility to conduct studies for local mission work 
belongs to the pastor, according to the majority (53.3%) of the 
responding pastors. The largest portion (43.5%) of the ministers of 
education report this responsibility rests with the WMU. Cross
tabulation data reveals that pastors who serve east of the Mississippi 
River are more likely to claim this responsibility (60.0%) than are 
their counterparts who serve west of the River (41.9%).

L. The primary responsibility to oversee or seek to establish church-type 
missions rests with the pastor, in the largest portion (44.5%) of the 
respondents’ churches (49.5% of the pastors and 43.5% of the ministers 
of education).

Cross-tabulation data for pastors reveals that a significantly greater 
percentage (39.1%) of pastors serving in "new”* SBC states see this 
responsibility as belonging to the missions committee than is the case 
(14.5%) for their counterparts serving in ’’old”* SBC states.

M. The majority (56.0%) of the reporting pastors have the primary 
responsibility to enlist volunteers for mission projects. On the 
other hand, the largest portion (35.4%) of the ministers of education 
reported that in their churches the WMU had this responsibility. And, 
cross-tabulation data for ministers of education indicates that as church 
size increases, so does the liklihood that this responsibility will shift 
to the missions committee.

COMMENTS DESIGNATED N, O, P, AND Q RELATE ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

N. Ninety seven percent (96.6%) of the respondents reported that their 
associations have an associational missions committee, and an additional 
two percent have had one.

O. In those associations which reported associational missions committees, 
43.1 percent reported that their committees are (or were) ’’effective 
most of the time,” while an additional 28.1 percent reported that their 
committees are (or were) "very effective most of the time." Twenty-six 
percent reported that their committees are (or were) "effective some of 

*See Appendix for list of "old" and "new" SBC states
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the time/' while an additional 2.1 percent reported their committees are 
(or were) "rarely effective."

P. Of those whose associational missions committees are "very effective" or 
"effective most of the time," just over two-thirds (67.3%) reported that 
this effectiveness is (or was) due to the committment of committee 
members. Further, 41.3 percent reported that good persons are (or were) 
willing to serve on this committee.

Q. The predominant reason indicated for limited effectiveness of the 
associational missions committee is (or was) "poor" training.
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Do you receive Missions Digest? (It is a monthly folder with capsuled 
information about missions and contains sermon illustrations, etc.)

Ministers of Directors
Pastors Education of missions Total

Yes 73.9% 70.0% 83.8% 75.0%
No 26.1 30.0 16.2 25.0
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(184) (223) (148) (555)

IF YES,

How soon after the Missions Digest arrives do you read it?

Immediately 29.4% 37.2% 42.7% 36.3%
Within one week 61.8 51.3 54.1 55.5
Several weeks later 5.9 5.8 1.6 4.6
I have never read it 0.7 1.9 - 1.0
N.I. 2.2 3.8 1.6 2.6
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(136) (156) (124) (416)

How much of it do youi usually read?

All of it 40.2% 39.5% 49.2% 42.6%
Part of it 59.8 59.8 50.0 56.9
N.I. — 0.7 0.8 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)

Do you file Missions Digest for future reference9

Yes 48.5% 30.6% 57.4% 44.6%
No 50.7 68.0 41.8 54.4
N.I. 0.8 1.4 0.8 1.0
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)
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5. How valuable is Missions Digest to you, yourself, as a source of 
information about the work of Southern Baptist missions?

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education

Director s
of Missions Total

Very valuable 11.4% 15.6% 20.5% 15.7%
Valuable 70.4 66.0 67.2 67.9
Of little value 18.2 17.7 12.3 16.2
N.I . - 0.7 — 0,2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)

6. How often do you use information 
in speeches or sermons?

from Missions Digest as illustrations

Frequently 6.8% 4.1% 17.2% 9.0%
Occasionally 64.4 51.7 56.6 57.3
Rarely or never 28.8 43.5 25.4 33.2
N.I. — 0.7 0.8 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)

7. How often do you use information 
newsletter or other publications

from it for your church bulletin,

Rarely or never 3.8% 6.8% 13.1% 7.7%
Occasionally 52.3 47.7 59.0 52.7
Frequently 42.4 43.5 27.9 38.4
N.I. 1.5 2.0 — 1.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)

8. How often do you
Digest for more :

look up the original articles 
information?

quoted in Missions

Frequently 4.5% 0.7% 1.6% 2.2%
Occasionally 21.2 26.5 38.5 28.4
Rarely or never 74.3 72.1 59.1 68.9
N.I. — 0.7 0.8 0.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)
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9. When you have finished reading Missions Digest do you route it to 
someone else?

Pastor
Ministers of
Education

Directors 
of missions Tot a I

Yes 22.7% 15.0% 18.0% 18.5%
No 75.8 78.9 77.9 77.6
N.I. 1.5 6.1 4.1 3.9
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(132) (147) (122) (401)

QUESTIONS 10-13 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

10. Who in your church has the primary responsibility for coordinating
the mission work of your church?

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education Total

Pastor 64.1% 35.4% 48.4%
Other staff member; 3.1 20.2 12.8

Minister of Education (2) (32) (34)
Associate/Assistant Pastor (1) (1)
Combination position (1) (6) (7)
Mission Pastor (1) (1)
Minister/Director of Missions (1) (1) (2)
Administrator (1) (1) (2)
Director of church activities (1) (1)
Minister of Outreach (1) (1)
Other (1) (2) (3)

Church Missions Committee 19.6 25.6 22.9
Church Council 6.5 7.2 6.9
WMU 41.8 36.3 38.8
Brotherhood 13.0 6.7 9.6
No one 1.1 4.0 2.7
Other 1.2 1.6 1.5

Board of Missions (1) (1)
Mission Council (1) (1)
Missions committee/sub
commit tee (1) (1)

Ladies in Action (1) (1)
Missions leaders/groups -
Acteen leaders, Acteens, BYW,
etc. (2) (2)

N.I. 1.6 0.5 1.0
Totals * * *

(184) (223) (407)
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11. Who in your church has the primary responsibility to conduct studies
for local mission work?

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education Total

Pastor 53.3% 26.9% 38.8%
Other staff member; 2.1 13.8 8.6

Minister of Education (2) (20) (22)
Associate/Assistant Pastor (1) (1)
Combination position (1) (4) (5)
Mission Pastor (2) (12)
Minister/Director of Missions (1) (1)
Director of church activities (1) (1)
Minister of Outreach (2) (2)
Other (1) (1)

Church Missions committee 12.5 26.9 20.4
Church Council 5.4 5.4 5.4
WMU 41.8 43.5 42.8
Brotherhood 10.9 9.0 9.8
No one 5.4 4.9 5.2
Other 0.5 1.2 1.0

Board of Missions
Mission Council
Missions committee/sub-committee (1) (1)
Ladies in Action (1) (1)
Missions leaders/groups - Acteen
leaders, Acteens, BYW, etc. (1) (1)
Director (1) (1)

N.I . 1.6 0.9 1.2
Totals * * ★

(184) (223) (407)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers
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12. Who in your church has the primary responsibility to oversee or 
seek to establish church-type missions?

Ministers of
Pastor Education Total

Pastor 49.5% 43.5% 44.5%
Other staff member; 2.1 7.4 5.2

Minister of Education (2) (9) (11)
Associate/Assistant Pastor (1) (1)Combination position (1) (3) (4)
Mission Pastor (2) (2)
Administrator (1) (1)
Director of church activities (1) (1)Minister of Outreach (1) (1)

Church Missions Committee 17.4 39.5 29.5
Church Council 7.6 6.7 7.1
WMU 8.7 6.3 7.4
Brotherhood 7.1 4.9 5.9
No one 23.9 13.0 17.9
Other 2.7 1.7 2.2

Missions leaders/groups - 
Acteen leaders, Acteens, 
BYW, etc (1) (1)

Deacons (5) (2) (7)
Youth/Youth Council (1) (1)

N.I. 4.4 0.5 2.2
Totals * * *

(184) (223) (407)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers
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13. Who in your church has the primary responsibility to enlist 
volunteers for mission projects?

QUESTIONS 14 and 15 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education Total

Pastor 56.0% 34.1% 44.0%
Other staff member; 4.7 28.4 17.9

Minister of Education (5) (45) (50)
Associate/Assistant Pastor (3) (3)
Combination position (1) (9) (10)
Mission Pastor (2) (2)
Minister/Director of Missions (1) (1)
Administrator (1) (1)
Director of church activities (1) (1)
Minister of Outreach (1) (1)
Other (1) (3) (4)

Church Missions Committee 15.2 28.3 22.4
Church Council 4.9 3.1 3.9
WMU 28.3 35.4 32.2
Brotherhood 14.1 16.1 15.2
No one 12.5 3.6 7.6
Other 2.6 2.1 2.5

Missions committee/sub-committee (1) (1)
Missions leaders/groups - Acteen
leaders, Acteens, BYW, etc. (1) (1) (2)

Deacons (2) (2)
Project leaders (1) (1)
Committee - steering, nominating,
and stewardship (1) (3) (4)

N.I. 3,8 1.4 2.5
Totals * * *

(184) (223) (407)

14. Does your association presently have an associational missions committee?

Total

Directors of Missions
Yes 96.6%
Not now, but formerly had one 2.0
Never had one, but plan to have one later
Never had one, but doubt if we will have one
N.I. 1.4

100.0%
(148)
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15. If your association presently has an associational missions 
committee, or formerly had one, how effective is (or was) the 
associational missions committee in achieving the association’s 
missions goals?

Directors of Missions
Very effective most of the time 28.1%
Effective most of the time 43.1
Effective some of the
Rarely effective
N.I.
Total

time 26.0
2.1
0.7

100.0%
(146)

15a. If your associational missions committee is (or was) ’’very effective, 
of ’’effective’’ most of the time, check the one or two statements 
below that most closely fits your opinion of why the associational 
missions committee has been (or was) effective most of the time in 
your association.

(104)

Committed missions committee members 67.3%
Support of persons outside the committee for 
their work 17.3

The committee has a well defined and exclusive 
task 28.8

Good persons are willing to serve on this 
committee 41.3

Committee members have been well trained 14.4
The concept of a missions committee has 
applied well to our need 33.7

Other 3.8
Total *

*Total does not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers



12

15a. If your associational missions committee is (or was) "effective 
some of the time/’ or "rarely effective/’ check the one statement 
below that most closely fits your opinion of why the effectiveness 
of your associational missions committee is (or was) limited.

Total

Directors of Missions
Uncommitted missions committee 
members 17.1%

Opposition of persons outside the 
missions committee 9.8

Activities of the committee overlap 
with other associational committees 4.9

It is hard to get good persons to serve 
on any committee in the association 4.9

Training for missions committee members 
has been poor 26.7

The concept of a missions committee 
has not worked well for us 9.8
Other 2.4
N.I. 24.4

100.0%
(41)
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LIST OF "OLD" AND "NEW" SBC STATES

"OLD" SBC STATES

Alabama

Arkansas

Florida

Georgia

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Missouri

North Carolina

Oklahoma

South Carolina

Tennessee

Texas

Virginia

"NEW" SBC STATES

Alaska

Arizona

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New York

North Dakota

Ohio

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode Island 

South Dakota 

Utah

Vermont

Washington

West Virginia 

Wisconsin

Wyoming


