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BAPTIST VIEWpoll for February 1981

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the February, 1981 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 788 members (341 pastors, 287 ministers of education, 
and 160 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
86.5 percent (295) of the pastors, 85.4 percent (245) of the ministers 
of education, and 96.3 percent (154) of the directors of missions partici
pated in the February poll.

Items on the February poll involved nine areas of interest:

• Baptisms
• Attitudes toward the Cooperative Program
• The hunger issue
• Interfaith Witness Conferences
• Additional helps needed in training people
• Reaction to black congregations joining the SBC
• Reaction to black persons joining SBC churches
• Video equipment owned by the churches
• Evangelism Planbook

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. The majority (53.9%) of the directors of missions, 41.6 percent of 
the ministers of education, and 33.2 percent of the pastors report 
that the number of baptisms so far this year is ahead ("many more," 
"a few more") of the comparable period last year (October, 1980 
through January, 1981, compared to October, 1979 through January, 1980). 
The largest portion (41.4%) of the pastors report that so far this 
year they have baptized about the same number as last year.

B. The majority of the panel members (63.7% of the pastors, 67.8% of the 
ministers of education, and 55.8% of the directors of missions)
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report that attitudes in their church/association toward the 
Cooperative Program are "about the same" as they were this time 
last year. However, a sizable percentage (27.8% of the pastors, 
29.8% of the ministers of education, and 41.6% of the directors of 
missions) report that attitudes are "more favorable" now than last 
year.

The item on attitudes toward the Cooperative Program was also on 
the February, 1980 poll of the panel, and the relationship of the 
data from the 1980 poll to the present poll appears below in Table 1. 
(Data is based on the response of those who answered the item on both 
the February, 1980 and the February, 1981 polls.)

The reasons given in both polls for favorable/unfavorable attitudes 
have been much the same. Favorable attitudes are fostered through 
promotion, publicity, education, involvement, and leadership. 
Unfavorable attitudes are generated by the way Cooperative funds are 
distributed and used.

Based on the data available, it would appear that support for the 
Cooperative Program is, on the whole, either stable or slightly 
increasing. Negative attitudes appear to be at a minimum.

C. The largest portion (41.3%) of the responding panel members would 
like to see the SBC place "some priority" on the hunger issue. An 
almost equal portion (37.6%) would like to see "significant priority" 
given to the hunger issue. And, an additional 10.5 percent would 
like to see "high priority" given to the issue. Cross tabulation 
data reveals that directors of missions who serve in "old"* SBC 
states and those who serve east of the Mississippi River would like 
to see the hunger issue given a higher priority than their counterparts 
serving in "new" SBC states and west of the River.

*See Appendix for a list of "old" and "new" SBC states.



TABLE 1

ATTITUDES IN THE CHURCHES/ASSOCIATIONS TOWARD 
THE COOPERATIVE PROGRAM

Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions

February, 1981

________ February, 1980_____ February, 1980 ________ February, 1980_______

More 
favorable

Less 
favorable

About 
the 

same
More 

favorable
Less 

favorable

About 
the 
same

More 
favorable

Less 
favorable

About 
the 
same

More favorable 36.7% 2 20.8% 53.8% 2 17.0% 53.8% 1 27.9%
Less favorable 5.0 3 7.8 — 2 2.0 1.3 2 1.6
About the same 58.3 1 71.4 46.2 4 81.0 44.9 4 70.5
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(60) (6) (77) (78) (8) (147) (78) (7) (61)
(143) (233) (146)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Observe that 143 pastors, 233 ministers of education, and 146 directors of missions 
participated in both polls. Looking only at the 143 pastors involved, observe that for February, 1980, 60 pastors 
reported "more favorable" attitudes, 6 reported "less favorable" attitudes, and 77 reported that attitudes were 
"about the same." Of the 60 pastors who reported "more favorable" attitudes in February, 1980, 36.7 percent reported 
"more favorable" attitudes in February, 1981 (which would tend to indicate that attitudes are moving consistently 
in a positive direction), 5.0 percent reported "less favorable" (which would tend to indicate that attitudes are 
moving in a negative direction), and 58.3 percent reported "about the same" (which would tend to indicate that the 
favorable attitudes of February, 1980 are stable in February, 1981). The rest of the data can be read in the same 
way that the pastor data has been presented.



The item on hunger was first placed on the February, 1980 poll of the panel, and the relationship of the data from 
the 1980 poll to the present poll appears in Table 2 below. (Data is based on the response of those who answered 
the item on both the February, 1980 and the February, 1981 polls.)

TABLE 2

What level of 
on the hunger

priority 
issue?

would you like to see the SBC place

_____ Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions
Feb., 1980 Feb., 1981 Feb., 1980 Feb., 1981 Feb., 1980 Feb., 1981

High priority .... . . . 10.6% 9.9% 11.4% 10.9% 10.8% 8.1%
Significant priority. . . . 44.7 35.5 39.3 37.6 52.0 35.8
Some priority .... . . . 38.3 46.1 39.7 41.1 31.1 48.7
Low priority. .... . . . 6.4 6.4 8.3 10.0 6.1 7.4
None••••••••• 2.1 1.3 0.4 — —

(Base of 141) (Base of 229) (Base of 148)

Overall, it would appear that panel members in 1981 would not assign to the hunger issue as high a priority as they 
would have in 1980.
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D. Ninety-two percent (92.2%) of the directors of missions are aware 
of the Interfaith Witness Conferences being held across the nation. 
On the other hand, 60.4 percent of the pastors and 39.6 percent of 
the ministers of education are aware of the conferences.

Of those who are aware of the conferencesf 34.8 percent (58.5% of 
the directors of missions, 22.5% of the pastors, and 22.7% of the 
ministers of education) have attended one. Pastors in "new”* SBC 
states are more likely than their counterparts in "old”* SBC states 
to have attended an Interfaith Witness Conference.

E. Panel members were asked to indicate from a prepared list the subject 
areas of an Interfaith Witness Conference that would be of most interest 
to their constituents, if one were to be held in their area. Three 
subject areas dominated—"Meeting Mormons," "Jehovah’s Witnesses," and 
"Changes in Catholicism."

F. When panel members were asked to indicate from a prepared list the 
areas where they needed additional help in training constituents, 
three areas were prominent—prospect discovery (55.0%), witness 
training (52.6%), and prayer support (46.0%). A significant number 
of pastors in "old"* SBC states and directors of missions in "new"* 
SBC states indicated the need for additional help in the area of 
"prayer support."

G. The reaction of the people in the church(es) to the increasing number 
of black congregations joining the SBC is "neutral," according to 
the largest portion of the pastors (41.0%) and ministers of education 
(36.7%). On the other hand, the largest portion (41.6%) of the 
directors of missions and a sizable portion of the pastors (30.5%) 
and ministers of education (35.5%) report that the reaction is 
"favorable."

Cross tabulation data reveals that a significant number of ministers 
of education (69.3%) and directors of missions (71.1%) who serve in

*See Appendix for list of "old" and "new" SBC states.
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’’new"*  SBC states report a "favorable" reaction, as compared to their 
counterparts serving in "old"*  SBC states.

*See Appendix for list of "old" and "new" SBC states.

H. The reaction of the people in their church(es) to the increasing 
number of black persons joining SBC churches is "favorable," according 
to the largest portion of the ministers of education (39.6%) and the 
directors of missions (41.0%). However, the largest portion of the 
pastors (38.7%) report a "neutral" reaction on the part of their 
people to the trend.

Cross tabulation data on this item reveals that panelists who serve 
west of the Mississippi River report a significantly higher "favorable" 
response to this trend than do those who serve east of the River. 
Further, ministers of education and directors of missions who serve 
in "new"*  SBC states report a significantly higher "favorable" 
reaction to this trend than do their counterparts who serve in "old"*  
SBC states.

I. The majority (59.8%) of the directors of missions have churches in 
their associations that have black persons who are members. By contrast, 
44.5 percent of the ministers of education and 17.3 percent of the 
pastors report having black members.

Cross tabulation data reveals that a significant portion of the 
churches reporting black members are located in "new"*  SBC states and 
in states west of the Mississippi River.

HIGHLIGHTS J, K, L, AND M ARE BASED ON RESPONSES FROM ONLY PASTORS 
AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION.
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J, Ninety percent (89.5%) of the churches represented by pastors, 
and 68.6 percent of those represented by ministers of education do 
not own either a video recorder/player or a videodisc player.

Cross tabulation data reveals that ownership of video equipment 
is concentrated in larger churches (1,000+ members) and in "old”* 
SBC states.

K. Twenty-nine percent of the churches represented by ministers of 
education and 15.9 percent of those represented by pastors have 
access to "a video recorder/player owned by an individual church 
member." Further, 16.9 percent of the churches represented in the 
results (22.0% represented by ministers of education and 12.5% 
represented by pastors) have access to a video recorder/player owned 
by a business.

Individual ownership of video recorder/players by church members 
appears to be centered in larger churches (1,000+ members) and in 
"old"* SBC states.

L. Sixty-nine percent (68.8%) of the pastors have a copy of the 
Evangelism Planbook published by the Home Mission Board. By contrast, 
26.1 percent of the ministers of education have a copy of the Planbook.

Of those who have a copy of the Evangelism Planbook, 41.2 percent 
find it to be "of some help," while 38.9 percent report it to be 
"helpful." Ministers of education who serve in "old"* SBC states 
appear to find the Planbook more "helpful" than do those who serve 
in "new"* SBC states.

M. Approximately two-thirds (65.5%) of the pastors and 62.5 percent of 
the ministers of education indicated that 50 percent or more of those 
baptized in their churches in the last five years were children (under 
18 years of age) of members.

*See Appendix for list of "old" and "new" SBC states.
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This item was first placed on the March, 1979 poll of the panel, 
and the relationship of the data from the 1979 poll to the present 
poll appears in Table 3 below. (Data is based on the response of 
those who answered the item on both the March, 1979 and the February, 
1981 polls.)

TABLE 3
In the last five years, about what percentage of those baptized in 
your church were children (under 18 years of age) of members?

Pastors Ministers of Education
March, 1979 Feb., 1981 March, 1979 Feb., 1981

Table 3 indicates some changes in specific categories over time, but 
overall the effect is about the same—two-thirds of the baptisms 
involve the children of members.

Less than 10% . . . 1.6% 1.6% 2.2% 2.2%
10-19% ........... 6.3 4.8 2.2 6.6
20-29% ........... 8.7 11.9 11.7 13.9
30-39% ........... 5.6 4.0 5.1 7.3
40-49% ........... 6.3 4.8 5.9 8.8
50-59% ........... 14.3 20.6 22.6 21.1
60-69% ........... 17.5 22.2 23.4 14.6
70-79% ........... 21.4 10.3 10.9 10.9
80-89% ........... 4.8 10.3 8.0 8.0
90-99% ........... 11.1 6.3 8.0 6.6
100%............. 2.4 3.2 — —

(Base of 126) (Base of 137)

There is indication in the data that churches with fewer than 500 
members are the ones most likely to report that 90 plus percent of 
their baptisms over the last five years were children (under 18 years 
of age) of members.
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III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Based on your church's records/based on what you hear from the churches 
in your association, how does the number of baptisms so far this year 
compare to the same period last year (October, 1980 through January, 
1981, compared to October, 1979 through January, 1980)?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
Many more............   . . . . 8.1% 7.3% 11.0%
A few more.......... .. 25.1 34.3 42.9
About the same as last year . . • • • 41.4 34.3 35.7
A few less................. 21.0 19.6 9.1
The number of baptisms has 
dropped greatly ............... 4.4 4.5 —
Not indicated ................. — — 1.3
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154)

2. Would you say that attitudes in your church/association toward the 
Cooperative Program are more favorable, less favorable, or about the 
same as they were this time last year?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
More favorable........ ....... 27.8% 29.8% 41.6%
Less favorable........ ............... 8.5 2.4 2.6
About the same. .... .............. 63.7 67.8 55.8
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154)
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2. (cont.)

If more or less favorable, please share why.

More Favorable Pastor s
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
More publicity, promotion, education 
of the congregation.................. 29.2% 33.0% 32.5%

Bold Mission Thrust-involvement in 
Bold Mission, emphasis on Bold 
Mission, etc.. . . . .........  ... 20.7 4.1 18.8

The annual emphasis to increase 
Cooperative Program support......... 1.2 4.1 1.6

Greater concern for/involvement in 
the urgent needs of the community/ 
beyond the community ................ 4.9 11.0 1.6

Churches are seeing things being 
accomplished through their 
giving........... .................. 3.7 4.1 3.2

World Missions Conference/state 
wide revivals. .... .............. • — 2.7 3.2

Pastoral/other leadership ............. 17.1 15.0 9.4
Personal involvement of the 
director of missions ................ 1.2 — —

Commitment of the people............... 9.7 6.8 6.3
WMU emphasis........................... 1.2 — 3.2
Other.......... ....................... • “ 1.4 1.6
Not indicated................... .. • 15.9 20.5 20.3
Totals * * *

(82) (73) (64)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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2 . (cont.)

If more or less favorable,please share why.

Less favorable Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Dissatisfaction with the way some of 
the money is being spent. ......... . . 5 — 1

Dissatisfied with the direction that 
the state leadership is going .... . . 6 — 1

Dissatisfied with a particular 
Baptist school....... . ........... . . 2 — -

Inflation/economic conditions........ . . 2 2 -

A feeling that the Cooperative 
Program is not working because 
special offerings are needed so 
much. ............................... — — 1
Other.................................. . . 1 — -

Not indicated......................... 4 1
Totals 25 6 4

What level of priority would you like to see the SBC place on the hunger issue ?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total
High priority................... . 11.9% 10.6% 7.8% 10.5%
Significant priority .......... . 37.6 38.0 37.0 37.6
Some priority................... . 39.0 40.4 47.5 41.3
Low priority................   . 8.1 9.8 7.1 8.5
None........ .......... .. 1.7 0.4 — 0.9
Not indicated........ .......... . 1-7 0.8 0.6 1.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154) (694)

Are you aware of the Interfaith Witness Conferences being held across the nation?

Yes........ ................... . 60.4% 39.6% 92.2% 60.1%

NO ............... .............. . 39.3 59.6 7.8 39.5
Not indicated. ................. . __0.3 0.8 - 0.4
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154) (694)
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4. (cont.)

IF YES, have you ever attended an Interfaith Witness Conference?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total
Yes.................. ....... 22.5% 22.7% 58.5% 34.8%
No . ............................ 74.1 74.2 38.0 61.8
Not indicated............ . . . . . 3.4 3.1 3.5 3.4
Totals 100.0%

(178)

An Interfaith Witness Conference is designed

100.0% 100.0%
(97) (142)

to inform Baptists about the

100.0%
(417)

beliefs of
others. If such a conference were to be held1 in your area which subjects listed
below would be of most interest to the peoplej in your church/association?
(Check all that apply.)

Meeting Mormons ...................
Pastors
66.8%

Ministers 
of Education

78.7%

Directors 
of Missions

77.9%
Jehovah’s Witnesses. . .......... 70.8 75.1 83.1
Changes in Catholicism .......... 44.7 53.0 51.9
Muslims on the March ............. 28.1 28.2 33.8
Baptists and Jews..............   . 36.9 41.2 16.9
Don’t know ....................... 11.5 6.5 3.2
Not indicated ..................... 1.7 2.9 5.8
Totals

In my role, I need additional help

* *

(295) (245)

in training our people

*

(154) 

in . . .
(Check all that apply.)

prayer support. ... ........  .
Pastors
47.1%

Ministers 
of Education

41.6%

Directors 
of Missions

50.7%
Total
46.0%

prospect discovery.............. 51.9 60.8 53.9 55.0
witness training. ............... 56.3 49.4 50.7 52.6
revival preparation . .......... 28.8 20.8 44.2 29.4
evangelism promotion............ 34.9 27.3 35.7 32.4
I do not need any additional 
help at this time............. 14.6 9.0 13.0 12.2

Not indicated ................... 1.7 1.2 1.9 1.6
Totals *

(295)

♦Percents do not add tb 100.0 due to multiple

*

(245) 

answers.

*

(154)

*
(694)
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7. What is the reaction of the people in your church/in the churches of your 
association to the increasing number of black congregations joining the SBC?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions
Favorable............... ........  30.5% 35.5% 41.6%
Neutral................. ........... 41.0 36.7 32.5
Unfavorable............. ........ 8.5 2.9 7.8
Don’t know ............. ........... 18.0 23.3 16.2
Not indicated. ........ ........ 2.0 1.6 1.9
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154)

8. What is the reaction of the people in your church/in the churches of your 
association to the increasing number of black persons joining SBC churches?

Favorable............... ........  28.1% 39.6% 41.0%
Neutral..............   . ........... 38.7 33.5 29.2
Unfavorable. .......... ........... 14.2 7.3 13.0
Don’t know ............. ........... 16.6 16.7 11.0
Not indicated.......... ........ 2.4 2.9 5.8
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154)

9. Do you have any black persons who are members of your church/of the churches
in your association?

Yes................. ............. 17.3% 44.5% 59.8%*
No................. ............... 82.1 53.1 38.3
Not indicated .... ............. 0.6 2.4 1.9
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (154)

*This percentage may be elevated due to the way some respondents answered the 
question, (i.e., checked "yes" if blacks were attending regularly). It is 
known, however, that some churches in the sample have gained black members 
since 1979, when this information was requested on the Uniform Church Letter.
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QUESTIONS 10-13 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

10. Does your church own:

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total
1/2” video recorder/player (VHS). . . . . 4.7% 16.7% 8.3%
1/2” video recorder/player (Betamax). • . 2.7 6.5 4.4
3/4” video recorder/player............. . 3.4 14.3 8.3
Videodisc player....................... 0.4 1.9
The church does not own any of the above .89.5 68.6 80.0
Not indicated ......................... . 0.7 1.2 9.3
Totals * * ★

(295) (245) (540)

11. Does your church have access to:

A video recorder/player owned by 
an individual church member......... 15.9% 29.0% 21.9%

A video recorder/player owned by 
a business .......................... 12.5 22.0 16.9

Neither of the above................... 67.8 41.6 55.9
Not indicated ......................... 5.4 13.9 9.3
Totals * * *

(295) (245) (540)

12. Do you have a copy of the Evangelism Planbook published by the Home Mission Board?

Yes...................................... 68.8% 26.1% 49.4%
No...................................... 31.2 71.5 49.4
Not indicated........................... - 2.4 1.2
Totals 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (540)

IF YES, how helpful is the Planbook?
Of little help.........................12.3% 6.3%
Of some help.........................  41.9 39.1
Helpful..............................  37.9 42.1
Very helpful............................ 5.4 9.4
Not indicated....................... 2.5 3.1
Totals 100.0% 100.0%

(203) (64)

10.9%
41.2
38.9
6.4
2.6

100.0%
(267)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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13. In the last five years, about what percentage of those baptized in your 
were children (under 18 years of age) of members?

church

14.

Pastors
Less than 10%.............................. 2.0%
10-19%....................  5.4
20-29%................................... 10.8
30-39%.................................... 5.8
40-49%.................................... 5.1
50-59%................................... 19.0
60-69%.......... .......................17.3
70-79%................................... 12.9
80-89%.................................... 8.5
90-99%.................................... 4.4
100%.......................................3.4
Not indicated.............................. 5.4
Totals 100.0%

Ministers
of Education Total

2.4% 2.2%
4.9 5.2

11.0 10.9
8.2 6.9
6.9 5.9

20.5 19.6
15.5 16.5
13.1 12.9
6.9 7.8
6.5 5.4
— 1.9

4.1 4.8
100.0% 100.0%

(295) (245) (540)

QUESTIONS 14-15 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

Approximately how many churches in your association own:

Number of Churches

1/2” video recorder/player (VHS)
1............................ 14.3%
2........................... 5.0
3........................... 3.4
4.........................
5.........................
6.........................
7. . . . . ...............
8.........................
9.........................
10 or more............... 0.8
Not indicated.............76.5
Total 100.0%

(119)
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14. (cont.)

1/2” video recorder/player (Betamax)
1 '........... 5.9%

2   3.4
3 0.8
4 
5 
6 0.8
7 
8 
9 
10 or more 0.8
Not indicated.............. 88.3
Total 100.0%

(119)
3/4” video recorder/player

1 9.2%
2 4.2
3 0.8
4 . . . -
5 0.8
6  -
7  -
8  -
9  -
10 or more ... ........
Not indicated.......... , 85.0
Total 100.0%

(119)



1714. (cont.)
Videodisc player

1....................... 0.8%
2....................... 1-7
3 . • *•*••*••*•
4 . ...••••••••
5«*«»*»**’***

9»«»**»*«****
10 or more .............

Not indicated.......... 97.5
Total 100.0%

(119)

I do not have this information 22.7% (35)

15. Approximately how many churches 
recorder/player owned by:

in your association have access to a video

an individual church member
1................... 11.5%
2.................   5.1
3  2.6
4  2.6
5  1.3
6  1.3

8 . . . ....... “
9 
10 or more  1.3
Not indicated .... 74.3
Total 100.0%

(78)



1815. (cont.)

a business

1........................ 3.8%
2..................... 9.0
3..................... 1.3
4..................... 5.1
5..................... 2.6
6................... ..
7.....................
8........................1.3
9.....................
10 or more............... 9.0
Not indicated........ 67.9
Total 100.0%

(78)

I do not have this information 49.4% (76)
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LIST OF "OLD" AND "NEW" SBC STATES

"OLD" SBC STATES

Alabama 

Arkansas 

Florida 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

North Carolina 

Oklahoma 

South Carolina 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Virginia

"NEW" SBC STATES

Alaska

Arizona

California

Colorado

Connecticut

Delaware

District of Columbia

Hawaii

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Kansas

Maine

Maryland 

Massachusetts

Michigan

Minnesota

Montana

Nebraska

Nevada

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New York

North Dakota

Ohio

Oregon

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Dakota

Utah

Vermont

Washington

West Virginia 

Wisconsin

Wyoming


