
BAPTIST

AUGUST 1981

VIEWpoll is a cooperative effort of the Sunday 
School Board and Home Mission Board to monitor 
quarterly certain key areas of Southern Baptists’ 
awareness, thought, and action.

NOT FOR PUBLICATION OR RELEASE WITHOUT PERMISSION FROM RESEARCH SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD.

■......................_ ..

^Ville, Tennessee^

. ■■



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

I. INTRODUCTION .................... 1

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS .............. 1

III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS. ............... .10

APPENDIX.............  22



BAPTIST VIEWpoll FOR AUGUST 1981

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the August, 1981 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 741 members (323 pastors, 266 ministers of education, 
and 152 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
86.1 percent (278) of the pastors, 87.6 percent (233) of the ministers 
of education, and 94.7 percent (144) of the directors of missions partici
pated in the August poll.

Items on the August poll involve eleven areas of interest:

© Crisis ministry
© Community surveys
© Baptisms
e Church extension
• Bi-vocational pastors
© The Chaplaincy
e Evangelistic methods
© Evangelism committees
© Evangelism strategy
© Prayer groups for spiritual awakening 
© Church broadcast

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. The majority of the panelists (52% of the pastors, 67% of the ministers 
of education, and 76% of the directors of missions) serve in churches/ 
associations that have a crisis ministry.

Cross tabulation data reveals that as church size increases so does 
the incidence of churches having a crisis ministry. Also, significantly 
more directors of missions serving in “old"*  SBC states report churches 
having a crisis ministry than is true for their counterparts serving in 
"new" SBC states.

*A list of "old" and "new" SBC states may be found in the Appendix.
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When respondents were asked to indicate the areas of their crisis 
ministry, the most prominently mentioned areas were: committees formed 
to handle special emergencies, clothing rooms, food closets, and 
emergency loan funds.

B. When panelists were asked to indicate how the number of baptisms this 
year compared to the same period last year (Oct*, 1980 - July, 1981, 
compared to Oct., 1979 - July, 1980), the largest portion (31%) of 
the pastors indicated that the number this year was about "the same 
as last year," while the largest portion (33%) of the ministers of 
education reported a "few more" baptisms this year compared to last 
year. Forty-four percent of the directors of missions reported hearing 
from the churches that there have been a "few more" baptisms this year 
compared to last year.

This item on the number of baptisms also appeared on the August, 1980 
poll, and Table 1 reveals a comparison of the three groups’ response 
to this item on both polls. There appears to be evidence in Table 1 
pointing toward a numerical decrease in the number of baptisms for 
the 1980-81 church year over the previous year’s baptisms, and Uniform 
Church Letter projections have confirmed the decrease.

C. From the perspective of VIEWpoll panelists, the ranking of SBC 
priorities regarding church extension in the four regions of the country 
should be as follows: (1) Northeast--a weighted ranking of 2.76;
(2) North Central—a weighted ranking of 2.43; (3) West—a weighted 
ranking of 2.44; and (4) South—a weighted ranking of 1.09.

D. When panel members were asked to indicate what local leadership could 
do to meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors, three actions topped 
the list. They were: (1) provide/make available expertise, counseling, 
consultation, training seminars, help with their program ideas, and 
assistance in training their leaders (49%); (2) schedule meetings at 
times most bi-vocational pastors would be free (40%); and (3) encourage 
them, give them recognition, give them moral support (38%).

This same item appeared on the September, 1979 poll and the same three 
actions mentioned above topped that poll also.



TABLE 1

How does the number of baptisms so far this year compare to the same period last year?

Ministers 
of Education

Directors 
of MissionsPastors

July '80 July '81 July '80 July '81 July ’80 July '81

Many more . . . . . . . 14% 6% 19% 11% 15% 10%
A few more......... . . 27 32 36 33 54 43
About the same. . . . . 38 34 22 26 26 33
A few less. .... . . 18 22 21 24 5 14
Dropped greatly . . . . 3 6 2 6 —

(Base of 130) (Base of 224) (Base of 138)
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E. Panel members were asked to rank seven areas of full-time chaplaincy 
according to each area’s potential for ministry and witness in their 
communities, and they ranked them in the following order: (1) alcohol and 
drug abuse centers (a weighted ranking of 4.81); (2) hospital (a weighted 
ranking of 4.55); (3) pastoral counseling centers (a weighted ranking of 
(3.99); (4) correctional (a weighted ranking of 3.52); (5) mental health/ 
mental retardation (a weighted ranking of 3.47); (6) business/industrial (a 
weighted ranking of 2.88); and (7) police (a weighted ranking of 2.83). 

/

F. When panelists were asked to rank nine areas of volunteer chaplaincy 
according to potential for ministry and witness in their communities, 
they ranked them in the following order: (1) homes for the aging (a 
weighted ranking of 6.70); (2) hospital (a weighted ranking of 6.58); 

(3) jail/prison (a weighted ranking of 6.03); (4) police department (a 
weighted ranking of 4.56); (5) mental retardation center (a weighted 
ranking of 4.06); (6) business/industrial (a weighted ranking of 3.95); 
(7) fire department (a weighted ranking of 3.77); (8) hotel/motel (a 
weighted ranking of 3.64); and (9) reserve/national guard (a weighted 
ranking of 2.93).

G. Panel members were presented five actions which could be undertaken 
cooperatively by local churches, associations, and the Home Mission Board 
Chaplaincy Division, and asked to rank the actions according to their 
potential for promoting and establishing chaplaincy ministries. They 
ranked them in the following order: (1) conduct surveys to identify 
chaplaincy opportunities (a weighted ranking of 3.16); (2) provide 
local conferences on volunteer chaplaincy ministries (a weighted 
ranking of 3.13); (3) provide awareness conferences to churches/ 
associations on chaplaincy ministries (a weighted ranking of 3.12);
(4) encourage clinical pastoral education centers to offer accessible 
extended units of training (a weighted ranking of 2.69); and (5) secure 
a state director of chaplaincy in each state convention (a weighted 
ranking of 1.85).

H. When panelists were asked to rank from a prepared list what they 
considered to be the most effective evangelistic methods, they placed 
the following three at the top of the list in this order: (1) visits 
by the pastor (a weighted ranking of 1.32); (2) Sunday School 
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outreach (a weighted ranking of 1.26); and (3) visits by members who 
are personal friends of the prospect(s) (1.20).

This same item appeared on the June, 1979 poll and the same three 
methods mentioned above topped that poll also.

COMMENTS I - M RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

I. Forty-eight percent of the pastors and 53 percent of ministers of 
education who responded to the poll serve in churches without an 
evangelism committee. And, in many of those churches that do have such 
a committee, the effectiveness of the committee appears to be held 
in question.

This same item appeared on the August, 1980 poll and Table 2 reveals 
that in some of the churches represented by pastors there has been a 
positive change over the past year. On the other hand, in churches 
represented by ministers of education the effectiveness (or marked 
absence of it) of this committee remains somewhat unchanged from last year.

J. Fifteen percent of the churches represented in the poll have a written 
evangelism strategy including purpose, priority, goals, and action 
plans.

Cross tabulation data reveals that churches of all size categories 
have written evangelism strategies, but the larger ones (1,500 or more 
members) are the ones most likely to have them.

K. Twenty-eight percent of the churches represented in the response have 
a group of five or more laypersons who meet regularly to pray specifi
cally for spiritual awakening in America. While these prayer groups are 
reported by churches of all sizes, they are more prominent in the larger 
churches (1,000 or more members).

This same item appeared on the August, 1980 poll and Table 3 reveals 
some interesting changes reported by respondents. Fifty-two percent 
of the pastors and 42 percent of the ministers of education who 
reported prayer groups in 1980 did not report such groups in 1981. 
However, enough churches began such prayer groups in 1981 so as to 
maintain the 28 percent total reported in 1980.



TABLE 2

If your church has an evangelism committee, in your opinion, how effective is it in helping your church meet 
evangelism needs?

TABLE 3

Pastors ____ Ministers of Education
August, 1980 August, 1981 August,1980 August, 1981

Church does not have an evangelism committee. . 61% 60% 62% 61%
Very effective. ...........................   . . . 3 4 1 3
Effective ................... 5 12 3 5
Somewhat effective. . . . .................... . . 17 8 19 19
Not effective ................. 14 16 15 12

(Base of 97) (Base of 193)

To your knowledge, does your church have a group of five or more 
for spiritual awakening in America?

Ministers

laypersons who meet regularly to pray specifically

Pastors of Education
August r_ 1980 August, 1980

August, 1981 Yes NO Yes No

Yes 17% C58i) 23%
No 52 (, 83J 42 (^77
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(31) (95) (69) (153)
(Base of 126) (Base of 222)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose responses were the same in both polls-- 
August, 1980 and August, 1981. The remaining percentages represent changes in churches having/not having five or 
more laypersons who meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America.
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L. One-fourth of the churches represented in the response (18% of the 
pastors and 34% of the ministers of education) broadcast worship 
services or other programs on the radio, and six percent broadcast 

on TV.

Cross tabulation data reveals that as church size increases so does 
the likelihood that a church will have some sort of broadcast 
ministry.

M. Forty-six percent of the churches represented in the response have 
conducted one or more community surveys (religious censuses) within the 
last three years. The results from these surveys are basically 
utilized in three ways: (1) to locate evangelistic prospects (86%); 
(2) to determine the unchurched in the area (83%); and (3) to plan 
visitation (74%) .

COMMENTS N-P RELATE ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

N. When directors of missions were asked if any churches in their association 
had conducted community surveys (religious censuses), 85 percent 
responded in the affirmative. Again, the results were utilized in 
basically three ways: (1) to locate evangelistic prospects (92%);
(2) to determine the unchurched in the area (85%); and (3) to plan 
visitation (71%).

0. Since the beginning of this year (1981), 20 percent of the directors 
of missions have assisted at least one church in their association (s) 
in establishing a church evangelism committee.

When this same item appeared on the August, 1980 poll, 24 percent of 
the directors had assisted at least one church in establishing a church 
evangelism committee during that year. Table 4 reveals how this drop 
in the total percentage has come about. Briefly, 60 percent who 
assisted in 1980 have not assisted in 1981, while 13 percent who had 
not assisted in 1980 have done so in 1981. Thus, the slight decline.

Table 4 also reveals that, to a great degree, the ones who had earlier 
assisted were the ones doing it again. This observation is supported 
by the 40 percent repeaters, whereas only 13 percent of the earlier 
”non-assisters" got involved.



8

TABLE 4

Since the first of this year, have you assisted any churches in your 
association in establishing church evangelism committees?

Directors of Missions
August, 1980

August, 1981

Yes
No
Totals

Yes No

100% 100%
(35) (105)

(Base of 140)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose 
responses were the same in both polls—August, 1980 and August, 1981. The 
remaining percentages represent changes in individuals having assisted or 
not assisted at least one church in their association in establishing a 
church evangelism committee.

P. Twenty-nine percent of the directors of missions in the response have 
counseled/met with at least one church evangelism committee since the 
first of the year (1981). In the August, 1980 poll, 28 percent of 
the directors had counseled/met with at least one church evangelism 
committee since the first of the year (1980).

Table 5 reveals that even though the total percentage did not significantly 
change between the two years, there was considerable movement within the 
data. For example, 38 percent of those who had counseled/met with a 
committee in 1980, had not done so in 1981. On the other hand, 17 
percent who had not counseled/met with a committee in 1980, had done 
so in 1981. It should be observed, however, that many of those (62%) 
who had earlier (1980) counseled/met with a committee were the ones 

doing it again.
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TABLE 5

Since the first of this year, have you counseled/met with any church 
evangelism committees?

Directors of Missions
August, 1980

(Base of 137)

August, 1981 Yes Nc

Yes 17%
No 38 or"

Totals 100% 100%
(40) (97)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA? Circled percentages depict individuals whose 
responses were the same in both polls--August, 1980 and August, 1981. 
The remaining percentages represent changes in individuals having or not 
having counseled/met with any church evangelism committees.



III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Does your church (do any churches in your association) have a crisis ministry?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Yes 52% 67% 76%
NO 47 32 24
Not indicated 1 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (144)

If yes# please check below the areas of ministry: (Check all that apply.)

Ministers Directors
Pastors of   Ed u a at ion, of Missions

24-hour crisis phone line ............... 4% 5% 5%
Clothing room ..................... 50 63
Food closet ....................  46 51
Emergency loan fund .......... ......... . . . 48 36
Crisis minister (other than pastor) .......... 10 15
Committee formed to handle special emergencies. . ... 69 75
Other: (Voluntary Responses)

Medical and dental care. ........................... - 3
Counselors (either on staff or in the community) . 1 17
Food, cash, etc., in emergency cases ....... 1 1
Prayer ministry. ................. - 1
Provide housing for fire victims ......... - 1
Cooperate with other denominations (ecumenical). . 1 1
Disaster relief task force ............ 1
Other...........  1 4

Not indicated - 1
Totals * *

(145) (157)
*Total does not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

93
79
18
13
45

1
1

2
1
3
1
*

(109)



2. Based on your church’s records (based on what you hear from the churches in your association), how does the 
number of baptisms so far this year compare to the same period last year (October, 1980 - July, 1981 compared to 
October, 1979 - July, 1980)?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Many more ............................ . . 12% 11% 10%
A few more. ................ . 29 33 44
About the same as last year ................ . 31 25 32
A few less. ................ . 23 23 13
The number of baptisms has dropped greatly. 4 6 —
Not indicated ............... . __ 1 2 __ 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (144)

3. From your perspective of SBC priorities regarding church extension, how would you rank the following four regions 
of the country in terms of starting new churches (place a "1" beside the region which you feel should be top 
priority, a "2" beside the region next in priority, etc^).

Ranking Total For All Three Groups Weighted Ranking*
For E ach Reg i on_1_ 2 3 4 Not indicated Totals

South ............. . . . 5% 5% 4% 65% 21% 100% (655) 1.09
Northeast ......... . . .41 25 16 5 13 100% (655) 2.76
North Central . . . . . .19 37 28 3 13 100% (655) 2.43
West. .............. . . .27 24 31 3 15 100% (655) 2.44

NOTE: Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page 23.

*Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerical value of "4” to each ”1” rank, a numerical value of ”3”
to each "2" rank, etc., until each rank had a numerical value of 1 through 4. The total numerical value of each
region was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking for each region. Thus,
the greater the weighted ranking of a region, the higher the region in the order of regions.



4. What can local leadership (including yourself) do to meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors (pastors who 
least part of their income from some source other than a church)? (Check the three most important.)

earn at

Provide/make available materials, equipment, resources . . . .
Provide/make available expertise, counseling, consultation, 

training seminars, help with their program ideas, assistance 
in training their leaders. .................

Encourage them, give them recognition, give them moral support
Provide financial assistance .................
Work through/with the association to assist them ..................
Pray for them............ ...................................
Schedule meetings at times most bi-vocational pastors would be free 
Make them aware of training opportunities. ............ 
Other :

(Adopt a bi-vocational pastor; deal with the attitude of full
time pastors toward bi-vocational pastors; establish communica
tion with them; educational opportunities at convenient locations 
and times) ...........................

Not indicated. . . . . . .........  ..................................
Totals

Pastors
Ministers

of Education
Directors 

of Missions Total

22% 40% 34% 31%

37 61 51 49
42 29 45 38
17 19 4 15
24 34 19 27
39 32 26 34
48 31 38 40
13 10 10 11

2 5 1 3
18 13 24 17
* * * *

(278) (233) (144) (655

*Total does not add to 100 percent to due multiple answers.



5* Listed below are seven areas of full-time chaplaincy ministry. Please rank (put in order of importance) the 
areas according to their potential for ministry and witness in your church community/association. This list 
should be ranked from ”1” (the area with the highest potential for ministry) to ’’7” (lowest potential for 
ministry).

Ranking Total For All Three Groups Weighted* 
ranking for 
each area.1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N.I. Totals

Alcohol and drug abuse centers . . 28% 19% 16% 14% 9% 5% 3% 6% 100% (655) 4.81
Business/industrial. . ........... 7 9 9 11 13 18 25 8 100% (655) 2.88
Correctional ........... 9 13 14 13 16 14 13 8 100% (655) 3.52
Hospital ............. 25 19 14 13 9 6 6 8 100% (655) 4.55
Mental health/mental retardation . 5 13 16 17 16 14 11 8 100% (655) 3.47
Pastoral counseling centers. . . . 19 15 12 12 11 12 12 7 100% (655) 3.99
Police .............. 3 6 11 12 18 22 19 7 100% (655) 2.83

NOTE: Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page 24.

*Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerial value of "7" to each "1” rank, a numerical value of ”6" 
to each "2’5 rank, etc., until each rank had a numerical value of 1 through 7, The total numerical value of 
each item was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking of each item. 
Thus, the greater the weighted ranking of an item, the higher the item in the order of items.



6. Listed below are nine areas of volunteer chaplaincy. Please rank (put in order of importance) the areas according 
to their potential for ministry and witness in your church community/association. The list should be ranked from
”1’* (the area with the highest potential for ministry) to "9" (lowest potential for ministry).

Weighted 
Ranking*

For Each Area
__  Ranking Total For All Three Groups

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N.I. Totals

Fire department . . . . . . 2% 6% 6% 10% 11% 17% 17% 15% 8% 8% 100% (655) 3.77
Hospital. ...... . . .32 20 13 9 5 4 4 3 4 6 100% (655) 6.58
Hotel/motel ......... . . . 3 6 6 8 12 15 12 13 18 7 100% (655) 3.64
Jail/prison ......... . . .14 17 23 14 9 6 6 4 1 6 100% (655) 6.03
Mental retardation center . 4 9 10 13 11 9 10 11 13 10 100% (655) 4.06
Police department . . . . . 5 7 10 15 16 16 12 8 4 7 100% (655) 4.56
Reserve/National Guard . . , 2 2 3 7 11 8 14 21 23 9 100% (655) 2.93
Business/industrial . . . . 7 5 6 11 11 12 13 12 15 8 100% (655) 3.95
Homes for the aging . . . .27 24 18 8 6 5 2 3 2 5 100% (655) 6.70

NOTE: Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page) 25.

*Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerical value of "9" to each "1 " rank, a numerical value of ”8" to
to each ”2“ rank, etc. , until <each rank: had a numerical value of 1 through 9. 1The total numerical value of
each item was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking of each item. Thus, 
the greater the weighted ranking of an item, the higher the item in the order of items.



7. Listed below are five actions which could be undertaken cooperatively by local churches, associations, and the 
Home Mission Board Chaplaincy Division* Please rank the actions according to their potential for promoting and 
establishing chaplaincy ministries. The list should be ranked from "1” (the area with the highest potential for 
promotion) to ”5" (the area with the lowest potential for promotion).

Ranking Total For All Three Groups Weighted 
ranking* for 
each action1 2 3 4 5 N.I. Totals

Secure a state director of chaplaincy in each state 
convention .............  ............. . 14% 5% 7% 7% 59% 8% 100% (655) 1.85

Conduct surveys to identify chaplaincy opportunities . . 30 16 17 24 6 7 100% (655) 3.16
Provide local conferences on volunteer chaplaincy 
ministries .......... ...........  .... . 15 29 29 16 5 6 100% (655) 3.13

Encourage clinical pastoral education centers to 
offer accessible extended units of training. .... . 14 18 19 30 12 7 100% (655) 2.69

Provide awareness conferences to churches/associations 
on chaplaincy ministries .............. . 22 26 20 15 10 7 100% (655) 3.12

NOTE: Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page 26*

^Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerical value of "5" to each "1" rank, a numerical value of to 
each ”2” rank, etc., until each rank had a numerical value of 1 through 5. The total numerical value of each 
item was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking of each item. Thus, the 
greater the weighted ranking of an item, the higher the item in the order of items.

tn



8. We are interested in knowing what you consider to be the most effective evangelistic methods (those which lead 
to baptisms)* Listed below are a number of evangelistic methods which we want you to rank according to their 
effectiveness. Place a ”1" beside the one you consider to be most effective, a "2" beside the one you feel is 
next most effective, etc. (Please rank only three.)

Ranking Total For All Three Groups Weighted Ranking* 
For Each Method1 2 3 N.I. Totals

Visits by pastor • 27% 16% 19% 38% 100% (655) 1.32

Visits by staff member other than pastor ....... — 8 8 84 100% (655) 0.24

Visits by members who are personal friends of prospect 24 19 11 46 100% (655) 1.20

Visits by members who are not personal friends of 
prospect ... ....... .............. 4 7 8 81 100% (655) 0.33

Special evangelistic efforts (i.e., revivals, 
crusades, etc.). .................. 3 9 11 77 100% (655) 0.39

Lay Evangelism School. . . . ...........  ....... 3 4 4 89 100% (655) 0.19

TELL Witness Training. • 1 1 1 97 100% (655) 0.06

Preaching. • 6 6 8 80 100% (655) 0.38

Sunday School outreach . ......... • ••••••••. 24 19 16 41 100% (655) 1.26

Bus ministry . . ......... .............. — 1 3 96 100% (655) 0.05

Ministry to a need .................. 4 7 8 81 100% (655) 0.35

NOTE: Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page 27.

^Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerical value of "3" to each "1” rank, a numerical value of "2” 
to each ”2” rank, etc., until each rank had a numerical value of 1 through 3. The total numerical value of each 
item was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking of each item. Thus, 
the greater the weighted ranking of an item, the higher the item in the order of items.
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QUESTIONS 9-14 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

9. If your church has an evangelism committee, in your opinion, how effective
Church meet evangelism needs?is it in helping your

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total.

Church does not have an evangelism 
committee ............ . 48% 53% 50%

(133) (123) (256)

Very effective. .......... 5% 5% 5%
Effective ............. . 15 9 12
Somewhat effective. ........ . 19 33 25
Not effective ........... . 18 22 20
Not indicated ..................  . . • 43 31 38
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(145) (110) (225)

10. Does your church have a written evangelism strategy including purpose, 
priority, goals and action plans?

Ministers
Pastors of Education Total

Yes 11% 19% 15%
No 87 81 84
Not indicated 2 — 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (511)

11. To your knowledge, does your church have a group of five or more 
who meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening

laypersons 
in America?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total

Yes 23% 34% 28%
No 75 65 70
Not indicated 2 __ 1_ 2
Totals 10p% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (511)
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12. How many persons participate in any organized intercessory prayer ministries 
other than the regularly scheduled weekly church-wide prayer service?

Pastors
Ministers 
ofEducation Total

Fewer than 5 7% 8% 7%
5-9 14 7 11
10-14 12 12 12
15-19 5 5 5
20-24 5 8 6
25-29 4 7 5
30-34 2 2 2
35-49 1 4 2
50 or more 2 11 7
Not indicated 48 36 43
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (511)

13. Does your church broadcast worship services or other programs? 
that apply.)

(Check all

Ministers
Pastors of Education Total

On radio 18% 34% 25%
On television 3 9 6
On cable 3 6 4
Not indicated 81 90 85
Totals * * *

(278) (233) (511)

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.
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14. Has your church 
within the last

conducted one 
three years?

or more community surveys (religious censuses)

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education Total

Yes 44% 49% 46%
NO 55 49 53
Not indicated 1 __ 2 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(278) (233) (511)

If yes, how were: the results used? (Check all that apply.)

Ministers
Pastors of Education Total

To locate evangelistic prospects .......
To plan visitation ......... .........

87%
77

84%
71

86%
74

To help the long-range planning committee
project future goals ........................ 23 20 21

To find out actual numbers of people in the
church .community .............. 26 14 20

To determine the unchurched in the area. . . . 86 81 83
To determine special needs of the community

(areas of ministry)............. 34 21 27
Other: (Voluntary Responses)

To develop bus routes. . .............   . 1 3 2
To locate VBS prospects. ........ — 6 3
To locate Sunday School prospects. . . . 2 2 2
To begin new work, start a mission, etc. — 3 1
To establish a relationship between

the church and the community ......... — 3 1
Other.................. __ 2 — 1

Totals * * *

(121) (114) (235)

♦Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.
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QUESTIONS 15-17 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

15. Have any churches in your association conducted community surveys 
(religious censuses)?

Directors of Missions

Yes 85%
No 13
Not indicated 2
Total 100%

(144)

If yes, how were the results used? (Check all that apply.)

Directors of Missions

To locate evangelistic prospects ............ 92%
To plan visitation ................... 71
To help the long-range planning committee project 

future goals ..................... 37
To find out actual numbers of people in the church 

community. ...................... 34
To determine the unchurched in the area. ........ 85
To determine special needs of the community (areas of 

ministry). • 37
Other: (Voluntary Responses)

To develop bus routes .............. 1
To locate VBS prospects ............. 2
To locate Sunday School prospects ........ 2
To begin new work, start a mission, etc. .... 3
Other ...................... 1

Not indicated. ..................... 2
Total *

*Total does not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

(123)
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16. Since the first of this year, have you assisted any churches in your 
association in establishing church evangelism committees?

Directors of Missions

Yes 20%
No 79
Not indicated 1
Total 100%

(144)

17. Since the first of this year, have you counseled/met with any church 
evangelism committees?

Directors of Missions

Yes
No
Not indicated
Total

29%
70
1

100%
(144)



APPENDIX

I



QUESTION 3; From your perspective of SBC priorities regarding church extension, how would you rank the following 
four regions of the country in terms of starting new churches (place a "1" beside the region which you 
feel should be top priority, a "2" beside the region next in priority, etc.)?

As Ranked By As Ranked By
As Ranked By Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions

1 2 3 4 N.I. 1 2 3 4 N.I. 1 2 3 4 N.I.

South 6% 4% 4% 60% 26% 5% 3% 5% 73% 14% 6% 8% 3% 60% 23%
Northeast 42 22 17 5 14 42 29 16 6 7 36 27 15 4 18
North Central 15 36 30 3 16 22 37 28 4 9 19 35 25 4 17
West 27 26 24 4 19 26 25 39 2 8 26 19 31 6 18

(278) (233) (144)

to 
w
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QUESTION 5: Listed below are seven areas of full-time chaplaincy ministry. Please 
rank (put in order of importance) the areas according to their 
potential for ministry and witness in your church community. This 
list should be ranked from ”1” (the area with the highest potential 
for ministry) to "7" (lowest potential for ministry).

Alcohol and drug abuse centers . . . .
Business/industrial. ....•••••
Correctional ............. ............
Hospital ...............
Mental health/mental retardation . . . 
Pastoral counseling centers. .........
Police ................

Alcohol and drug abuse centers ......... .
Business/industrial. ........... 
Correctional ............... 
Hospital ................. 
Mental health/mental retardation . • . • • 
Pastoral counseling centers, .......
Police . . . . • • • • •

Alcohol and drug abuse centers ...........
Business/industrial...........
Correctional ......... ....................
Hospital . . .............. ..

Mental health/mental retardation .........
Pastoral counseling centers. .......
Police .................................   . .

As Ranked By Pastors
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N.I.

32% 18% 13% 15% 7% 5% 2% 8%
6 8 9 10 14 17 26 10
5 16 15 14 16 14 10 10

25 17 14 12 11 5 7 9
7 15 17 19 13 11 9 9

15 13 13 11 11 13 15 9
2 8 9 9 17 24 21 10

(278)

As Ranked 1by Ministers of 'Education
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N.I.

28% 19% 19% 11% 11% 4% 4% 4%
7 11 7 12 12 20 25 6
9 11 15 11 19 14 17 4

21 19 18 15 7 7 8 5
4 12 14 15 20 17 14 4

24 19 11 14 9 10 8 5
3 5 12 16 18 22 19 5

(233)

As Ranked by Directors of Missions
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 N.I,

20% 19% 17% 15% 10% 8% 4% 7%
7 8 11 9 12 19 24 10

15 12 13 15 9 13 15 8
30 22 10 9 9 7 4 9
1 11 17 19 17 14 12 9

17 15 12 12 11 13 13 7
4 6 14 13 21 18 18 6

(144)
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QUESTION 6: Listed below are nine areas of volunteer chaplaincy. Please rank 
(put in order of importance) the areas according to their potential 
for ministry and witness in your church community. The list should 
be ranked from "1” (the area with the highest potential for ministry) 
to n9" (lowest potential for ministry).

As Ranked by Pastors
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N.I. Totals

Fire department ......... . 2% 6% 6% 9% 10% 14% 18% 16% 7% 12% 100% (278)
Hospital. ........ .36 16 15 8 6 2 3 3 3 8 100% (278)
Hotel/motel ....... • 3 5 6 5 12 16 12 13 18 10 100% (278)
Jail/prison ............. .12 20 20 16 8 5 6 3 1 9 100% (278)
Mental retardation center . 5 9 8 15 10 8 8 10 13 14 100% (278)
Police department .... . 5 7 10 12 15 18 12 7 4 10 100% (278)
Reserve/National Guard. . . 1 3 5 7 11 6 13 22 20 12 100% (278)
Business/industrial . . . . 8 4 7 10 10 11 14 10 16 10 100% (278)
Homes for the aging . . . .23 24 18 8 7 8 2 3 1 6 100% (278)

As Ranked by Ministers of Education
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N.I. Totals«*«*««« ********

Fire department ..... . 3% 4% 8% 11% 14% 20% 16% 10% 9% 5% 100% (233)
Hospital. ............... .28 24 13 11 5 3 4 4 3 5 100% (233)
Hotel/motel ............. . 3 8 7 11 11 13 11 13 18 5 100% (233)
Jail/prison ............. .14 14 24 10 11 9 7 5 2 4 100% (233)
Mental retardation center . 4 10 11 12 12 10 11 11 12 7 100% (233)
Police department .... . 3 7 10 17 17 14 13 10 5 4 100% (233)
Reserve/National Guard. . . 3 1 2 4 9 12 15 23 25 6 100% (233)
Business/industrial . . . . 6 5 5 12 10 12 14 15 15 6 100% (233)
Homes for the aging . . . .34 24 15 7 5 2 3 3 3 4 100% (233)

As Ranked by Directors oi: Missions
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 N.I. Totals

■■■■!■■■■ — «*«***««
Fire department ......... . 1% 8% 6% 8% 6% 16% 19% 19% 9% 8% 100% (144)
Hospital. . ............. .33 22 10 9 4 7 6 1 4 5 100% (144)
Hotel/motel ............. . 2 6 5 9 13 15 13 15 16 6 100% (144)
Jail/prison ....... .19 18 24 16 9 5 2 3 1 3 100% (144)
Mental retardation center . 1 6 10 11 11 10 12 13 18 8 100% (144)
Police department . . . . . 7 6 9 16 16 15 13 8 4 6 100% (144)
Reserve/National Guard. . . 2 3 4 10 13 8 13 17 22 8 100% (144)
Business/industrial . . . . 8 6 8 10 13 12 12 11 14 6 100% (144)
Homes for the aging ... .24 21 23 7 8 3 2 4 3 5 100% (144)
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QUESTION 7; Listed below are five actions which could be undertaken cooperatively 
by local churches, associations and the Home Mission Board Chaplaincy 
Division. Please rank the actions according to their potential for 
promoting and establishing chaplaincy ministries. The list should be 
ranked from ”1” (the area with the highest potential for promotion) 
to "5" (the area with the lowest potential for promotion).

As Ranked By Pastors
1 2 3 4 5 N.I.

Secure a state director of chaplaincy in each state 
convention • .16% 5% 9% 5% 55% 10%

Conduct surveys to identify chaplaincy opportunities .27 18 14 26 6 9
Provide local conferences on volunteer chaplaincy 
ministries .................... .16 31 25 14 5 9

Encourage clinical pastoral education centers to 
offer accessible extended units of training. • . . .16 15 23 27 10 9

Provide awareness conferences to churches/associa- 
tions on chaplaincy ministries .......... .16 23 20 19 13 9

(278)

As Ranked By 
Ministers of Education 
12345 N.I. 

m i.iwww ■■ H snmrtwnmuMi i.iwtw t nmnmwi. mrM. i.mm rwF.wwiwr.ni.

Secure a state director of chaplaincy in each state 
convention ............ ....... • • • .14% 6% 7% 10% 57% 6%

Conduct surveys to identify chaplaincy opportunities .30 16 19 22 7 6
Provide local conferences on volunteer chaplaincy
ministries .15 24 31 20 6 4

Encourage clinical pastoral education centers to
offer accessible extended units of training. ... .13 21 16 30 15 5

Provide awareness conferences to churches/associa- 
tions on chaplaincy ministries .......... .24 28 21 12 10 5

(233)

As Ranked By
Directors of Missions

Secure a state director of chaplaincy in each state
1 2 3 4 5 N.I.

convention ...... ............................. .10% 6% 3% 5% 69% 7%
Conduct surveys to identify chaplaincy opportunities .34 11 20 24 5 6
Provide local conferences on volunteer chaplaincy 
ministries .................... .13 33 33 15 1 5

Encourage clinical pastoral education centers to 
offer accessible extended units of training. . . . .10 17 19 35 13 6

Provide awareness conferences to churches/associa- 
tions on chaplaincy ministries .......... .29 28 19 13 5 6
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QUESTION 8; We are interested in knowing what you consider to be the most effective 
evangelistic methods (those which lead to baptisms). Listed below are 
a number of evangelistic methods which we want you to rank according 
to their effectiveness. Place a "1" beside the one you consider to 
be most effective, a "2" beside the one you feel is next most 
effective, etc. (Please rank only three.)

As Ranked by Pastors
1 2 3 N.I.

Visits by pastor . . ......... ............... .30% 15% 18%
Visits by staff member other than pastor............. . . . . 1 8 6
Visits by members who are personal friends of prospect ... .20 18 12
Visits by members who are not personal friends of prospect . . 5 8 9
Special evangelistic efforts (i.e., revivals, crusades, etc.). 4 10 12
Lay Evangelism School.................    ......1 3 4
TELL Witness Training. ..... ................ ....... 1
Preaching. . . ............    .10 10 10
Sunday School outreach .......... .................. .19 18 16
Bus ministry .......................... 1 3
Ministry to a need .............. ................ 6 6 6

37%
85
50
78
74
92
99
76
47
96
82

(278)

Visits
Visits
Visits
Visits

by 
by 
by 
by

pastor ........................... ........
staff member other than pastor . ...............  
members who are personal friends of prospect . . 
members who are not personal friends of prospect

Special evangelistic efforts (i.e., revivals, crusades, etc.)
Lay Evangelism School........... ................... ..
TELL Witness Training. ............. ...........
Preaching..................................................
Sunday School outreach ......... ......... .....
Bus ministry ......... ......... ..... .........
Ministry to a need .....................

Visits
Visits
Visits
Visits

by 
by 
by 
by

pastor...................... .. ................ ..
staff member other than pastor .................. 
members who are personal friends of prospect . . 
members who are not personal friends of prospect

Special evangelistic efforts (i.e., revivals, crusades, etc.) 
Lay Evangelism School. ...................
TELL Witness Training. ..... .............  . ...........
Preaching. .......................................... ..
Sunday School outreach ... .................................
Bus ministry ..... ...............................  ....
Ministry to a need ...........  ...............

by
Ministers of Education

As Ranked

1 2 3 N.I.
22% 16% 17% 45%

** 10 11 79
.27 20 10 43
3 6 7 84

. 3 7 6 84
3 3 4 90
1 2 1 96

. 4 4 7 85
,29 19 16 36
— 2 3 95

. 3 9 11 77
(233)

As Ranked by
Directors of Missions
1 2 3 N.I.

28% 19% 23% 30%
4 5 91

28 17 10 45
2 8 6 84
3 12 15 70
5 6 6 83
1 1 1 97
2 2 6 90

28 19 16 37
““ 1 2 97
2 6 9 83

(144)
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LIST OF "OLD" AND "NEW" SBC STATES

"OLD" SBC STATES "NEW" SBC STATES

Alabama Alaska
Arkansas Arizona
Florida California
Georgia Colorado
Kentucky Connecticut
Louisiana Delaware
Mississippi District of Columbia
Missouri Hawaii
North Carolina Idaho
Oklahoma Illinois
South Carolina Indiana
Tennessee Iowa
Texas Kansas
Virginia Maine

Maryland 
Massachusetts
Michigan 
Minnesota
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire 
New Oersey
New York 
North Dakota
Ohio
Oregon 
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Utah
Vermont 
Washington
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming


