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BAPTIST VIEWpoll FOR AUGUST 1982

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the August, 1982 poll of 
the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 645 members (283 pastors, 227 ministers of education, 
and 135 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
85 percent (240) of the pastors, 89 percent (203) of the ministers of 
education, and 96 percent (129) of the directors of missions participated 
in the August poll.

Items on the August poll involved seven areas of interest:

® Sunday School Growth Journal
© Baptisms
© SBC priorities regarding church extension
® Needs of bi-vocational pastors
® Gross National Spirit Index
• Evangelism committees
® Groups praying for spiritual awakening in America

II. . COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. Are you familiar with the Sunday School Growth Journal? When this 
question was asked of panel members, 51 percent of the pastors, 93 
percent of the ministers of education, and 93 percent of the directors 
of missions answered in the affirmative. Obviously, pastors are 
noticeably less familiar with the Journal than are ministers of education 
and directors of missions, and Table 1 reveals that this difference is 
strongly influenced by pastors serving in churches with fewer than 
500 members.



TABLE 1
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PASTORS FAMILIAR WITH

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL GROWTH JOURNAL AND CHURCH SIZE

—---- church^
Are you familiar with the
Sunday School Growth Journal? 1-49

SO- 
99

100-
149

ISO-
199

200-
299

300-
499

SOO-
749

750-
999

1,000-
1,499

1,500-
1,999

2,000- 
over Total

Yes 30% 30% 32% 42% 40% 48% 72% 63% 71% 83% 100% 51%
No 70 70 68 58 60 52 25 37 29 17 — 48
N.I. — — — — — — 3 — — — — 1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

(10) (20) (19) (19) (38) (50) (36) (16) (21) (6) (5) (240)
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Of those panel members who are familiar with the Journalr percent (59% of the 
pastors, 71% of the ministers of education, and 93% of the directors of 
missions) receive a personal copy of the Journal and eight percent share 
a copy with at least one other person. Seventeen percent do not have a 
copy of the Journal available to them on a regular basis.

Of those who have a copy of the Journal available to them on a regular basis: 
® 62 percent read/look through the Journal "regularly;" 16 percent read/look 

through it "frequently;" 19 percent read/look through it "occasionally;" 
and two percent "seldom or never" read/look through it.

• 47 percent of the pastors, 30 percent of the ministers of education, and 
87 percent of the directors of missions receive one copy of the Journal 
in their church/associational offices. An additional 47 percent of the 
pastors, 64 percent of the ministers of education, and nine percent 
of the directors of missions receive multiple copies (2 or more) of the 
Journal in their church/associational offices.

B. When panelists were asked to indicate how the number of baptisms this year com
pared to the same period last year (October, 1981-July, 1982 compared to 
October, 1980™July, 1981), the largest portion of the pastors (41%) and 
ministers of education (33%) indicated that the number of baptisms was "about 
the same as last year." Forty percent of the directors of missions reported 
hearing from the churches that there have been a "few more" baptisms this year 
compared to last year, but an additional 40 percent reported that baptisms were 
"about the same as last year."

This item on the number of baptisms also appeared on the August, 1981 poll, and 
Table 2 reveals a comparison of the three groups’ response to this item on both 
polls. There appears to be evidence in Table 2 pointing toward little or no 
numerical change in the number of baptisms for the 1981-82 church year in 
relationship to the previous years baptisms.



TABLE 2

How does the number of baptisms so far this year compare to the same period last year?
Ministers Directors

Pastors of Education of Missions
July '81 July '82 July *81 July *82 July '81 July ’82

Many more . . . . 11% 11% 11% 11% 10% 3%
A few more . . . 31 27 34 34 41 41
About the same 32 42 27 33 35 42
A few less . . . 23 15 23 20 14 13
Dropped greatly . 3 5 5 2 — 1

(Base of 222) (Base of 190) (Base of 121)
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C. From the perspective of Baptist VIEWpoll panelists, the ranking of SBC 
priorities regarding church extension in the four regions of the nation 
should be as follows: (1) Northeast---a weighted ranking of 2.98; North 
Central—a weighted ranking of 2*58; West—a weighted ranking of 2.54; and 
South--a weighted ranking of 1.15.

D. What can local leadership do to meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors? When 
panel members were asked that question, they chose three actions((from a prepared 
list) above all others. They were: (1) provide/make available expertise, 
counseling, consultation, training seminars, help with their program ideas, 
and assistance in training their leaders (55%); (2) encourage them, give them 
recognition, give them moral support (48%); and (3) schedule meetings at 
times most bi-vocational pastors would be free (47%).

This same item appeared on the August, 1981 poll and the same three actions 
mentioned above topped that poll also.

E. In the summer of 1981, Public Opinion magazine introduced the American people 
to the Gross National Spirit Index. The idea of the index came from the 
editors of the magazine, but the creation of the index was done at the Roper 
Center in Storrs, Connecticut. The purpose of the index was to "tap" a 
number of areas felt to belong in a measure of public assessment of overall 
national performance.

Six areas made up the index as follows:

1. Explicit general assessment of present conditions.
2. Expected short-run change in general conditions.
3. Immediate expectations for the national economy.
4. Satisfaction with national political leadership.
5. Explicit assessment of how one is doing personally.
6. Personal financial status.

In order to determine how panel members would score on the index it was included 
on the August, 1982 poll of the panel, and Table 3 reveals that, on the whole, 
panel members are more positive (1,242 out of a possible 2,400) about how 
"we are doing" than was the last national sample surveyed (1,200 out of a 
possible 2,400).



TAB. 3

GROSS NATIONAL SPIRIT SCORES

Questions: Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions

Baptist
VIEWpoll
Total

National
Sample

1. In general, how satisfied are you with the way 
things are going in the United States today? Are you 
very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not 
satisfied at all? .................................... 82 116 92 98 128
2. Over the next year or so, do you think things will 
go better for the United States, go worse, or stay 
about the same? ...... ......................... 168 214 190 190 214
3. Over the next year or so, do you think the United 
States economy will get better, get worse, or stay 
about the same? .......... ........  .... 212 238 188 218 210
4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald 
Reagan is handling his job as President? .......... 252 276 220 252 212
5. How satisfied are you with the way things are going 
for you personally? Are you very satisfied, more or 
less satisfied, or not at all satisfied? .......... 240 272 278 260 234
6. How satisfied are you with your family’s financial 
situation? Are you very satisfied, more or less 
satisfied, or not at all satisfied? ......... 210 222 258 224 202
TOTALS 1,164 1,338 1,226 1,242 1,200

Note on Data Collection: The Baptist VIEWpoll data was collected August—September, 1982. The national sample data 
was collected May 13-June 2, 1982, by William R. Hamilton and Staff, Inc.

GROSS NATIONAL SPIRIT (GNS) INDEX METHODOLOGY
The GNS scores each of the six items on a scale ranging from zero (for least positive) to four (for most positive) and 
multiplies by the percentage giving each answer. Thus, if 40 percent were very satisfied with their lives, 30 percent 
more or less satisfied, and 10 percent not at all satisfied, this item would contribute 220 points to the GNS (forty 
times four, plus thirty times two, plus ten times zero). Each question, in other words, can contribute between zero 
(if 100 percent gave the least positive answer) and 400 points (if 100 percent gave the most positive answer). The total 
can therefore range between zero and 2,400.
In dealing with "missing data"—e.g. those persons who give some response such as "no opinion," or "don’t know", the percent 
ages are recalculated on the basis of those giving an answer. Thus, if 60 percent approved of the president’s handling 
of his job, 30 percent disapproved, and 10 percent did not have an opinion, the recalculated percentages would be 67 
percent approve and 33 percent disapprove. Those giving an answer are the best estimate of how the country as a whole feels 
It is assumed that those who did not answer the questions would split, if pushed, in the same proportions as those who do 
answer the question.^

1 u. .Public Opinion, Auaust/S.v d. 60-
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In areas one (general assessment of present conditions) and two (short-run 
change in general conditions) panel members scored below the national sample, 
but in areas three through six (expectations for the national economy, 
satisfaction with national leadership, assessment of how one is doing personally, 
and personal financial status) panel members scored above the national sample.*

*For a review of how the Gross National Spirit Index was developed see ’’The 
Gross National Spirit Index: Early Reviews," Public Opinion, August/ 
September, 1981, pp. 57ff.

In an attempt to determine if response bias (the tendency to choose an 
alternative because of its position on the questionnaire rather than its meaning) 
might influence the index, two questionnaires were used in the poll. Half of each 
panel group received a poll with the questions printed as the index was developed— 
positive alternatives first. The other half of each panel group received a 
poll with the index alternatives just reversed—either negative alternatives or 
alternatives of lower score value printed first.

What did we learn from the effort? We learned that pastors and ministers of edu
cation apparently did not yield to the response bias. However, with the directors 
of missions response bias appears to have influenced response to areas two 
(expected short-run change in general conditions), three (immediate expectations 
for the national economy), and four (satisfaction with national political 
leadership). In each of these three areas, directors using the questionnaires 
with either negative or lower score alternatives printed first responded 
noticeably different from their counterparts with the positive first 
questionnaires. It would appear that some of the directors fell into 
the pattern of checking the first response without carefully reading it.
It is assumed that had this pattern not existed, the directors would have 
scored higher on the index.
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COMMENTS F AND G RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

F. Seventy-four percent of the pastors and 65 percent of the ministers of education 
who responded to the poll, serve in churches which do not have an evangelism 
committee. And, in those churches which do have this committee, the effective
ness of the committee is held in question by a noticeable portion of the staff.

G. Twenty-eight percent of the churches represented in the response have a group 
of five or more laypersons who meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual 
awakening in America.

This same item appeared on the August, 1981 poll and Table 4 reveals the change 
reported by the respondents. Forty-five percent of the pastors and 44 percent 
of the ministers of education who reported prayer groups in 1981 did not report 
such groups in 1982. However, enough churches began such prayer groups in 1982 
so as to maintain the 28 percent total reported in 1981.

TABLE 4
To your knowledge, does your church have a group of five or more laypersons who meet 
regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America?

Pastors
Ministers of 

Education
August, 1982 August, 1981 August, 1981

Yes No Yes No
Yes 15% (56j) 18%
No 45 44 G?)

Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%
(Base of 221) (Base of 175)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose responses 
were the same in both polls-—August, 1981 and August, 1982. The remaining per
centages represent changes in churches having/not having five or more laypersons 
who meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America.

COMMENTS H AND I RELATE ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

H. Since the beginning of the year (1982), 21 percent of the directors of missions 
have assisted at least one church in the association(s) in establishing a 
church evangelism committee.

When this same item appeared on the August, 1981 poll, 20 percent of the 
directors had assisted at least one church in establishing a church evangelism 
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committee during that year. On the surface a change of one percentage point 
(21% compared to 20%) over the period of one year would not indicate much change, 
but Table 5 reveals that noticeable change has taken place. Fifty-four percent 
of those who assisted in 1981 have not given any assistance in 1982, while fourteen 
percent who gave no assistance in 1981 have done so in 1982.

TABLE 5

Since the first of this year, have you assisted any churches in your
association in establishing church evangelism committees?

August, 1982

Yes
No
Totals

(Base of 122)

Director of Missions
August, 1981

Yes No
1 ■

14%
54 (8?)

100% 100%

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose 
responses were the same in both polls—August, 1981 and August, 1982. The 
remaining percentages represent changes in individuals having assisted or not 
assisted at least one church in their association in establishing a church 
evangelism committee.

I. Thirty-nine percent of the directors of missions in the response have counseled/ 
met with at least one church evangelism committee since the first of the year 
(1982). In the August, 1981 poll, 29 percent of the directors had counseled/met 
with at least one church evangelism committee since the first of the year (1981).

Table 6 reveals how this 10 percentage point change occurred over a one-year period. 
Notice that 27 percent of those who had not counseled/met with a committee in 1981, 
had done so in 1982. Also, observe that 68 percent of those who had earlier
(1981) counseled/met with a committee were the ones doing it again (1982). 
the 10 percent increase in 1982 over 1981.

Thus,
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TABLE 6
Since the first of this year, have you counseled/met with any church 
evangelism committees?

August, 1982

Yes
No
Totals

Directors of Missions 
August, 1981

Yes No
(68^ 27%
32 (13)

100% 100%
(Base of 122)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA; Circled percentages depict individuals 
whose responses were the same in both polls—August, 1981 and 
August, 1982, The remaining percentages represent changes in 
individuals having or not having counseled/met with any church 
evangelism committees.
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iW. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Are you familiar with the Sunday School Growth Journal?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions Total

Yes 51% 93% 93% 76%
NO 48 7 7 24
N.I. __ 1__ — — —
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (129) (572)

If "YES ," do you have a copy of the Journal available to you on a regular basis?

Yes, I receive a personal copy 59% 71% 93% 74%
Yes, two or more of us share

a copy 11 10 3 8
No 30 19 3 17
N.I. — — __ 1 1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(123) (188) (120) (431)

If "YES,"

a. How often do you read/look through the Journal?

Regularly 59% 70% 53% 62%
Frequently 19 14 18 16
Occasionally 19 13 28 19
Seldom or never 3 2 — 2
N.I. — 1 __ 1 __ 1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(85) (152) (116) (353)
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b. How many copies of the Journal does your church/associational office receive?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions

None 5% -% 3%
1 47 30 87
2 27 20 8
3 7 16 1
4 6 7 —
5 — 6 —
6 1 5 —
7 1 — —
8 — 1 —
9 — — —

10 or more 5 9 —
N.I. __ 1 __ 6 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(85) (152) (116)

To your knowledge, who in your church/associational office reads the Sunday
School Growth Journal?

Pastor 9 5% 55% -%
Minister of Education 27 94 —
Other staff members 14 27 —
Sunday School director 44 53 —
Sunday School department director(s) 8 10 —
Sunday School Outreach leader(s) 12 17 —
Sunday School teacher(s) 6 5 —
Director of Missions — - 96
Associational Sunday School director — - 30
Associational Age Division leader(s) — — 3
Associational Evangelism Committee

Chairman — — 2
N.I. __ 2 2 __2
Totals * * *

(85) (152) (116)

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers
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2. Based on your church's records (based on what you hear from the churches in your 
association), how does the number of baptisms so far this year compare to the same 
period last year (October, 1981-July, 1982 compared to October, 1980-July, 1981)?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Di rectors 
of

Missions

Many more 11% 11% 4%
A few more 27 32 40
About the same as last year 41 33 40
A few less 15 21 13
The number of baptisms has dropped greatly 5 2 1
N.I. __ 1 __ 1 __ 2
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (129)



3. From your perspective of SBC priorities regarding church extension, how would you rank the following four 
regions of the country in terms of starting new churches (place a "1" beside the region which you feel 
should be top priority, a "2" beside the region next in priority, etc.).

NOTE:

Ranking Total For All Three Groups Weighted Ranking*  
For Each Region1 2 3 4 Not indicated Totals

South................. .... 6% 4 4 71 15 100% (572) 1.15
Northeast ....... .... 46% 24 19 5 6 100% (572) 2.98
North Central ........ .... 20% 41 27 4 8 100% (572) 2.58
West................. .... 26% 24 37 4 9 100% (572) 2.54

*Weighted rankings were derived by assigning a numerical value of ”4'’ to each "I" rank, a numerical value of "3” 
to each ”2” rank, etc., until each rank had a numerical value of 1 through 4. The total numerical value of each 
region was then divided by the total number of respondents to obtain the weighted ranking for each region. Thus, 
the greater the weighted ranking of a region, the higher the region in the order of regions.

Ranking by individual panel groups may be seen in the Appendix, page 21.



4. What can local leadership (including yourself) do to meet the needs of bi-vocational pastors (pastors who earn at 
least part of their income from some source other than a church)? (Check the three most important.)

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions Total

Provide/make available materials, equipment, resources ..... ........  21% 28%
Provide/make available expertise, counseling, consultation, training

seminars, help with their program ideas, assistance in training their 
leaders........................................     44 69

Encourage them, give them recognition, give them moral support ...... 52 37
Provide financial assistance .......................................... . . 20 19
Work through/with the association to assist them................... 30 38
Pray for them..........  40 32
Schedule meetings at times most bi-vocational pastors would be free . . . 52 38
Make them aware of training opportunities ........  ...... ........  13 14
Other: (voluntary response)

29% 25%

55 55
58 48
7 16

20 31
33 36
50 47
21 15

Not treat them (us) as second-class pastors; convince the educated that 
B-V’s are ministers and pastors too; denominational leaders should cease 
considering them inferior and their church needs less important; don’t 
prejudge us; make them feel a part of the team....................... 3

Not indicated  ........................................................... 7 8
Totals * *

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

1
8
*

(240) (203) (129) (572)
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5. The following set of six items concerns some national and personal matters. 
Please indicate your own views.

a. In general, how satisfied are you with the wayr things are going in th<e
United States today? Are you very satisfied,

Pastors

more or less satisfied, or not

Total

satisfied at all? Ministers Directors
of of

Education Missions

b.

Very satisfied
More or less satisfied
Not satisfied at all
N.I.
Totals

Over the next year or so, do you

1%
38
59

__ 2
100%
(240)

think things

2% 3% 2%
54 39 44
43 56 53

__ 1  2  1 
100% 100% 100%
(203) (129) (572)

will go better for the United
States, go worse, or stay

Things will go better for

about

the U.

the same?

S. 23% 32% 28% 28%

c.

Get worse
Stay about the same
N.I.
Totals

Over the next year or so, do you

39 26 33
36 41 39

__ 2  1  -
100% 100% 100%
(240) (203) (129)

think the United States economy will

33
38

__1
100%
(572)

get

d.

better, get worse, or stay about

Economy will get better
Get worse
Stay about the same
N.I.
Totals

Do you approve or disapprove of

the same?

35%
29
34

__2
100%
(240)

the way Ronald

43% 32%
23 37
33 30

__ 1 __ 1
100% 100%
(203) (129)

Reagan is handling his

37%
29
33

__1
100%
(572)

job as
President?

Approve 
Disapprove
N.I.
Totals

59%
35

__ 6
100%
(240)

64% 51%
29 41

__ 7 __ 8
100% 100%
(203) (129)

59%
34

__ 7
100%
(572)
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e. How satisfied are you with the way things are going for you personally? Are you 
very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

Pastors

Minister 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions Total

Very satisfied 32% 41% 43% 37%
More or less satisfied 55 54 51 54
Not at all satisfied 11 5 5 8
N.I, __ 2 — 1 1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (129) (572)

How satisfied are you with your family’s 
satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not

financial situation? 
at all satisfied?

Are you very

Very satisfied 22% 23% 36% 26%
More or less satisfied 58 65 55 60
Not at all satisfied 18 11 8 13
N.I. __ 2 __ 1 1 1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (129) (572)
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QUESTIONS 6 AND 7 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION.

Does your church have an evangelism committee?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education Total
Yes 25% 34% 29%
No 74 65 70
N.I. 1 __ 1 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (443)

If "YES," in your opinion, how effective is it in help 
evangelism needs?

ing your churchi meet

Very effective 3% 7% 5%
Effective 30 18 23
Somewhat effective 49 50 50
Not effective 11 24 18
N.I. 7 __ 1 __ 4
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(61) (68) (129)

7. To your knowledge, does your church have a group of five or more laypersons who 
meet regularly to pray specifically for spiritual awakening in America?

QUESTIONS 8 AND 9 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS.

Yes 24% 32% 28%
No 75 67 71
N.I. __ 1 __ 1 __1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(240) (203) (443)

8. Since the first of this year, have you assisted any churches in your association 
in establishing church evangelism committees?

Yes
No
N.I.
Total

Director 
of 

Missions
21%
78

__ 1
100%
(129)
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9. Since the first of this year, have you counseled/met with any church 
evangelism committees?

(129)

Director 
of 

Missions

Yes 39%
No 60
N.I. 1
Total 100%



APPENDIX



QUESTION 3; From your perspective of SBC priorities regarding church extension, how would you rank the following fou 
regions of the country in terms of starting new churches (place a ”1" beside the region which you feel 
should be top priority, a ”2" beside the region next in priority, etc.)?

As Ranked By As Ranked By
As Ranked By Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions

1 2 3 4 N.I. 1 2 3 4 N.I. 1 2 3 4 N.I

South 4% 4 2 72 18 6% 3 5 76 10 8% 8 4 63 17
Northeast 45% 29 15 3 8 42% 25 24 5 4 54% 14 17 8 7
North Central 18% 35 33 2 12 19% 48 21 5 7 23% 40 25 6 6
West 27% 25 34 3 11 31% 20 41 3 5 15% 31 39 5 10

(240) (203) (129)


