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BAPTIST VIEWpoll FOR NOVEMBER 1982

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the November, 1982 poll of 
the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 620 members (273 pastors, 218 ministers of education, 
and 129 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
93.4 percent (255) of the pastors, 88.5 percent (193) of the ministers of 
education, and 96.1 percent (124) of the directors of missions participated 
in the November poll.

Items on the November poll involved six areas of interest:

• Emphasis given to the doctrine of the new birth by religious bodies 
in the U.S.

• Value placed on marriage.
• Prices of BSSB literature.
• Attitude toward Church Study Course diplomas.
• Responsibility for missions work in the local church.
• Evaluation of associational missions committees.

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. Panelists were asked to indicate the perceived amount of emphasis ten religious 
bodies in the U.S. today (Church of Christ, Episcopalians, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, Lutherans, Methodists, Mormons, Pentecostal or Holiness 
groups, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics and Seventh-day Adventists) give 
to the doctrine of the new birth. And, the poll reveals that "Pentecostal 
or Holiness groups" are perceived by the largest percentage (59%) of the 
panel members as having a "strong emphasis" on the doctrine of the new 
birth. The Church of Christ is perceived as second on the "strong 
emphasis" (31%) list, while the other eight religious bodies named 
received little recognition in this category.

The majority of the panel members perceive that Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Mormons "do not emphasize" the doctrine of the new birth (55% and 
52%, respectively).

B. Would you say that young adults today place greater value, less value, 
or about the same value on marriage as did young adults 10 years ago? 
When panel members were asked that question, one-half indicated that 
young adults today place "less value" on marriage than did young
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adults 10 years ago, while an additional 29 percent checked "about the 
same value." One-fifth of the panel members reported that young adults 
today place "greater value" on marriage than did young adults 10 years 
ago.

C. Regarding overall prices of BSSB literature compared with those for 
similar literature of most other publishers, the majority (53%) of the 
panel members responding have the impression that there are either no 
"appreciable" differences in prices (32%) or that other publishers are 
"somewhat" (17%) or "significantly" lower (4%). Forty-three percent 
of the respondents reported the impression that BSSB prices are either 
"somewhat" (32%) or "significantly" (11%) lower than other publishers 
prices.

This same item appeared on the November, 1979 poll of the VIEWpoll 
panel, and Table 1 reveals that the impression regarding overall prices 
of BSSB literature compared with those for similar literature of most 
other publishers has changed noticeably over the three year period— 
much of it favorable toward the Board. It may well be that the 
literature study initiated by Rowland Gregory, a BSSB trustee, in 
cooperation with the Colorado Baptist Convention, has had a positive 
influence on the current poll.

When those who had an impression regarding BSSB literature prices were 
asked to reveal the basis for their impression, the largest portion (46%) 
indicated that their impression was based on an "actual comparison of 
specific prices." An additional 26 percent indicated that their 
impression was based on "secondary information; word of mouth." Twenty- 
two percent indicated that they had "no basis for knowing" what influenced 
their view. They simply had an impression.

Table 2 reveals noticeable changes in response to this item over the 
three year period 1979-1982. It should be noted that many panelists 
who had no actual basis for comparing literature prices in 1979 did 
have an actual basis for comparison in 1982. It would be hard to 
perceive this change in any other than a positive light because of all 
the prior research which has indicated that in actual comparisons BSSB
prices have been, on the whole, lower than other publishers.



TABLE 1
What is your impression regarding overall prices 

for similar literature
of Sunday School Board literature compared with those 
of most other publishers?

Pastors
Navember, 1979

Directors of Missions
November, 1979 November, 1979

Ministers of Education

November, 1982 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
Other publishers
significantly lower
Other publishers

(63%) 16% 2% 6% -% 6I -% -% -% 11% 1 -% 2% 3% -%

somewhat lower
No appreciable

25 19 12 — — o 11 3 — 100 (37) 10 3 —

difference
Sunday School Board

— 12 23 50 100 44 15 — — 26 (40) 4 —

somewhat lower
Sunday School Board

12 20 24 50 — 33 28 45 33 29 50

significantly lower . — 4 2 12 — 17 9 18 — 4 19 28■■II ■«! » Mmbmmshb —— iWHT WWBlIWWiOT 1BHIHIIHI 1118 ■aroxxrsn*
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

(8) (25) (58) (17)
(HO)

(2) (1) (18) (81) (66)
(175)

(9) (3) (27) (42)
(103)

(29) (2)

CODE TOR TABLE HEADINGS:
1= Other publishers significantly lower
2= Other publishers somewhat lower
3= No appreciable difference
4= Sunday School Board somewhat lower
5= Sunday School Board significantly lower

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict 
November, 1979 and November, 1982 (in other words, no 
represent changes in panelists’ impressions regarding

individuals whose responses were the same in both polls 
change in their impression). The remaining percentages 
prices of BSSB literature.



TABLE 2
Indicate the basis for your impression regarding overall prices of Sunday School Board 
literature compared with those for similar literature of most other publishers.

November, 1982
Actual comparison 
of specific prices
Secondary information: 
Word of mouth
Have no basis for 
knowing; impression 
only
Totals

Pastors
November, 1979
12 3

100% 100% 100%
(40) (15) (45)

(100)

Ministers of Education 
November, 1979

Directors of Missions
November, 1979

100% 100% 100%
(67) (23) (59)

(149)

100% 100% 100%
(22) (40) (30)

(92)

CODE FOR TABLE HEADINGS:
1= Actual comparison of specific prices
2= Secondary information; word of mouth
3= Have no basis for knowing; impression only

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose responses were the same in both polls— 
November, 1979 and November, 1982. The remaining percentages represent changes in the panelists’ basis for their 
impressions regarding prices of BSSB literature.
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D. The majority of the panelists (58% of the pastors, 54% of the ministers of 

education, and 55% of the directors of missions) report a "so-so" attitude 
in their churches/associations towards the awarding of Church Study Course 
diplomas as a form of recognition. Approximately 30 percent of the 
group report "very positive" or "positive" attitudes toward this form of 
recognition.

This same item appeared on the November, 1979 poll of the panel, and Table 
3 reveals that noticeable changes in attitude have occurred over the three 
year period—a considerable amount of it into the "so-so" category.

On the surface it would appear from the poll data that the awarding of 
Church Study Course diplomas as a form of recognition is probably not 
that much of a motivator. But, there are some very definite trends which 
indicate that the Church Study Course program is very much alive. The 
sale of Church Study Course materials is up and the requests for diplomas 
is also up. The program areas of the Board are promoting the Church 
Study Course program very heavily, and there is evidence that the 
promotion is having a positive effect.

HIGHLIGHTS E THROUGH H ARE BASED ON RESPONSES FROM ONLY PASTORS AND 
MINISTERS OF EDUCATION.

E. When respondents were asked to indicate who had the primary responsibility 
for coordinating the mission work of their churches, 63 percent of the pastors 
and 32 percent of the ministers of education reported that this responsibility 
belonged to the pastor.  However, the largest portion (37%) of the ministers 
of education reported that the Church Missions Committee had this responsibility 
in their churches.

*

*Pastors and ministers of education appear to see this responsibility differently, 
regardless of the size church in which they serve.

In many churches, especially the larger churches, the responsibility for 
coordinating the mission work of the church is^probably shared by the pastor 
and the Missions Committee. Cross-tabulation data for pastors reveals that in 
churches with 1,000 or more members the Missions Committee is more actively 
involved in the coordinating responsibilities than is true in churches with 

fewer than 1,000 members.



TABLE 3
What is the general attitude in your church/association towards the awarding of Church Study Course diplomas as a 
form of recognition?

Pastors Minsiters of Education Directors of Missions
November, 1979 November, 1979 November, 1979

November, 1982 1 2 3 4 5 1 __2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 _5_

Very positive (33^ 7 3% -% -% 13% 4% -% -% (34) 7% 4% -% -%
Positive 17 25 — — 17 @ 24 13 — 33 @ 28 — —
So-So 33 50 @ 22 — 50 37 @ 37 — 33 45 @ 60 —
Negative 17 3 12 @ — 6 7 @ 100 — — 3 ® 50
Very Negative
Totals 100% 100% 100%

33
100% -% 100% 100%

__ 2
100%

__6
100% 100% 100% 100%

1
100% 100%

(50)

100%
(6) (30) (81) (9) (6) (32) (123) (16) (2) (6) (29) (75) (5) (2)

(126) (179) (117)

CODE FOR TABLE HEADINGS:
1= Very positive
2= Positive
3= So-So
4= Negative
5= Very negative

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose responses were the same in both polls— 
November, 1979 and November, 1982 (in other words, no perceived change in attitude). The remaining percentages 
represent changes in panelists’ perception of attitudes toward the awarding of CSC diplomas as a form of recognition.
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F. The primary responsibility to conduct studies for local mission work belongs 
to the pastor, according to the majority (51%) of the responding pastors. 
The largest portion (37%) of the ministers of education report this 
responsibility rests with the WMU.*

G. The primary responsibility to oversee or seek to establish church-type 
missions belongs to the pastor, according to the majority (53%) of the 
responding pastors. And, the largest portion (40%) of the ministers of 
education agree with this assessment. However, 39 percent of the ministers 
of education feel that this responsibility rests with the Church Missions 
Committee.*

*Pastors consistently seem to feel more responsibility for the mission 
work of their churches than ministers of education are willing to assign 
to them, and this is true, on the whole, regardless of the size church 
in which they serve.

Cross-tabulation data of this item reveals that pastors in churches with 
1,000 or more members tend to assign this oversight responsibility more 
often to the Church Missions Committee than to themselves.

H. Two-thirds (67%) of the responding pastors feel they have the primary 
responsibility to enlist volunteers for missions projects. And, 
cross-tabulation data reveals that this response is heavily influenced 
by pastors serving in the smaller churches (fewer than 500 members). 
Pastors serving in larger churches (1,000 or more members) tend to 
relinquish this responsibility to either the WMU or the Missions 
Committee. *

HIGHLIGHTS I THROUGH L ARE BASED ON RESPONSES FROM ONLY DIRECTORS OF 
MISSIONS. 

I. Ninety-four percent of the directors of missions reported that their 
associations have an associational missions committee, and an additional 
two percent "never had one, but plan to have one later."

J. In those associations which reported associational missions committees, 
53 percent reported that their committees are "effective most of the 
time," while an additional 23 percent reported that their committees 
are "very effective most of the time." Twenty percent reported that 
their committees are "effective some of the time," and 3 percent reported 
that their committees are "rarely effective."
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This same item appeared on the November, 1979 poll, and Table 4 reveals 
that over the three year period (1979-1982), some committees have become 
more effective and some have become less effective. No doubt, most of 
the personnel on these committees has changed during the interval, and this 
would greatly affect the current response.

K. Of those whose associational missions committees are "very effective most 
of the time" or "effective most of the time," 46 percent reported that 
this effectiveness is due to the committment of committee members. Further, 
39 percent reported that "good persons are willing to serve on this committee."

L. The predominant reason indicated for limited effectiveness of the 
associational missions committee is that "activities of the committee over
lap with other associational committees."



9TABLE 4
How effective is (or was) the associational missions committee 

in achieving the association’s missions goal?

(108)

November, 1982
Very effective 

most of the time

Directors of Missions
November, 1979

Rarely 
Effective

Effective most 
of the time

Effective some 
of the time

Very effective 
most of the time ^59%) 14% 4% -%
Effective most of 
the time 34 (0) 53 —
Effective some of 
the time 7 21 d) 50
Rarely effective — — 11 Go)
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(29) (49) (28) (2)

NOTE ON READING THE DATA: Circled percentages depict individuals whose responses 
were the same in both polls—November, 1979 and November, 1982 (in other words, no 
change in effectiveness). The remaining percentages represent changes in panelists’ 
evaluation of the effectiveness of their association’s missions committee.



III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Religious bodies in the United States today differ in the amount of emphasis which they give to the
doctrine of the new birth (John 3). Please indicate for the ten religious bodies listed below how
much emphasis you feel each places on the biblical doctrine of the

Strong Moderate Weak
Emphasis Emphasis Emphasis

Church of Christ......................28% 26 21

new birth.
Pastors

Do Not Do not
Emphasize know

12 10
N.I.

3
Totals
100% (225)

Episcopalians ..................... . 1% 7 45 33 12 2 100% (225)
Jehovah’s Witnesses ............... 3% 4 9 58 23 3 100% (225)
Lutherans.....................  4% 23 46 14 10 3 100% (225)
Methodists......................... 8% 39 39 5 4 5 100% (225)
Mormon (Latter Day Saints)........ 2% 4 10 53 25 6 100% (225)
Pentecostal or Holiness groups . . . 59% 26 6 2 4 3 100% (225)
Presbyterians ..................... 8% 44 36 5 5 2 100% (225)
Roman Catholics..............  2% 5 28 54 9 2 100% (225)
Seventh-day Adventists ............. 11% 23 15 21 28 2 100% (225)



1. Religious bodies in the United States today differ in the amount of emphasis which they give to the doctrine 
of the new birth (John 3). Please indicate for the ten religious bodies listed below how much emphasis you
feel each places on the biblical doctrine of the new birth.

Ministers of Education
Strong 

Emphasis
Moderate
Emphasis

Weak
Emphasis

Do not
Emphasize

Do not 
know N.I. Totals

Church of Christ ................... . . 39% 23 10 3 21 4 100% (193)
Episcopalians ..................... . . 1% 8 48 26 14 3 100% (193)
Jehovah’s Witnesses ............... . . 3% 5 11 45 32 4 100% (193)
Lutherans ............. ........... . . 3% 33 38 10 13 3 100% (193)
Methodists ..... ........  ... . . 5% 44 35 5 8 3 100% (193)
Mormon (Latter Day Saints) ..... . . 2% 3 15 46 32 2 100% (193)
Pentecostal or Holiness groups . • . . . 61% 20 3 2 10 4 100% (193)
Presbyterians ..................... . . 4% 42 39 3 9 3 100% (193)
Roman Catholics ..... ........ . . 2% 9 32 42 13 2 100% (193)
Seventh-day Adventists . . ........ . . 12% 19 11 12 43 3 100% (193)



1. Religious bodies in the United States differ in the amount of emphasis which they give to the doctrine of 
the new birth (John 3). Please indicate for the ten religious bodies listed below how much emphasis you 
feel each places on the biblical doctrine of the new birth.

Strong 
Emphasis

I
Moderate 
Emphasis

directors of Missions
Do not 
know N.I. Totals

Weak
Emphasis

Do not 
Emphasize

Church of Christ ............... . . 22% 27 24 12 10 5 100% (124)
Episcopalians ................. . . 1% 5 44 35 10 5 100% (124)
Jehovah’s Witnesses .......... . . 1% 3 8 61 20 7 100% (124)
Lutherans ..................... . . -% 30 47 6 8 9 100% (124)
Methodists . ................. . . . . 2% 39 45 6 2 6 100% (124)
Mormon (Latter Day Saints) . . . . . 2% 3 9 59 20 7 100% (124)
Pentecostal or Holiness groups . . . 58% 18 12 1 5 6 100% (124)
Presbyterians .... ........ . . 6% 49 36 2 3 4 100% (124)
Roman Catholics ... ........ . . 2% 5 27 44 15 7 100% (124)
Seventh-day Adventists ........ . . 8% 33 19 10 24 6 100% (124)



1. Religious bodies in the United States today differ in the amount of emphasis which they give to the doctrine 
of the new birth (John 3). Please indicate for the ten religious bodies listed below how much emphasis you 
feel places on the biblical doctrine of the new birth.

Total For All Three Groups

Strong 
Emphasis

Moderate
Emphasis

Weak 
Emphasis

Do not
Emphasize

Do not 
know N.I. Totals

Church of Christ ........... .. . . 31% 25 18 9 14 3 100% (572)
Episcopalians . ............. . . -% 7 46 31 13 3 100% (572)
Jehovah’s Witnesses ........ . . 2% 4 9 55 26 4 100% (572)
Lutherans . ................. . . 2% 28 44 11 11 4 100% (572)
Methodists........ .. . . 6% 41 39 5 5 4 100% (572)
Mormon (Latter Day Saints) . . . . 2% 4 11 52 26 5 100% (572)
Pentecostal or Holiness groups . . 59% 22 7 2 6 4 100% (572)
Presbyterians ............... . . 6% 44 37 4 6 3 100% (572)
Roman Catholics ............. . . 2% 6 29 48 12 3 100% (572)
Seventh-day Adventists .... . . 11% 24 15 15 32 3 100% (572)



2. In your experience with young adults today, would you say that they place greater value, less value, 
or about the same value on marriage (as a basic institution of society) as did young adults 10 years ago?

Ministers Directors 
of of

Pastors Education Missions Total
Greater value ............. 17% 22% 24% 20%
About the same value . • . . 32 27 27 29
Less value............   . . 51 50 48 50
No opinion ... ........ — 1 __ 1 __1
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

3a.

(255) (193) (124) (572)

What is your impression regarding overall prices of Sunday School Board literture compared with those for 
similar literature of most other publishers? Check one.

Other publishers significantly 
lower................. 7% 1% 2% 4%
Other publishers somewhat 
lower ....... ........ 26 6 15 17
No appreciable difference . . 34 34 24 32
Sunday School Board somewhat 
lower •••••••••••• 24 40 36 32
Sunday School Board sig
nificantly lower .......... 6 15 18 11
N.I.......................... __ 3 __ 4 __ 5 __ 4
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(255) (193) (124) (572)



3b. Indicate the basis for your view as expressed above:

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors
of 

Missions Total
Actual comparison of specific
prices • ••••••• ........... 45% 50% 42% 46%
Secondary information; word of 
mouth ........................... 25 22 37 26
Have no basis for knowing; 
impression only ................. 26 20 14 22
Other: Survey results in magazine/ 

state paper; impression, 
catalog; etc. ..... 2 4 4 3

N.I.............................. 2 __ 4 __ 3 __ 3
Totals 100% 100% 100% 100%

(247) (185) (118) (550)

4. What is the general attitude in your church/association towards the awarding of Church Study Course
diplomas as a form of recognition?

Very positive ................... 5% 6% 6%
Positive ......................... 24 24 30
So-so ............................ 58 54 55
Negative ......................... 11 11 4
Very negative................   . 2 2 2
N.I................................ — __ 3 __ 3
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(255) (193) (124)
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QUESTIONS 5-8 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

5. Who in your church has the primary responsibility for coordinating the mission 
work of your church?

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education Total

Pastor ....................... . 63% 32% 50%
Other staff member (Minister of 
Education, Associate/Assistant 
Pastor, etc.) ................. . 4 14 8
Church Missions Committee . . . . 20 37 27
Church Council ........ . 10 8 9
WMU........................... . 29 31 30
Brotherhood ................... . 9 8 9
No one ........................ 2 1 1
Other (Mission Council, Mission 
leaders/group-Acteen leaders, 
Acteens, BYW, etc.) .......... . 2 1 2
NJ----------------------------- . __ 1 __2 __ 1
Totals * * *

(2 55) (193) (448)

6. Who in your church has the primary responsibility to conduct studies for local 
mission work?

Pastor ......................... 51% 21% 38%
Other Staff member (Minister of 
Education, Director of Missions, 
Minister of Outreach, etc.) . . • 4 13 8
Church Missions Committee . . • . 18 31 23
Church Council ................. 4 4 4
WMU...........................  . 33 37 35
Brotherhood ..................... 9 7 8
No one ......................... 4 7 6
Other (Deacons, Mission Council, 
etc.) ........................... 2 3 3
N.I............................   . __ 2 __2 __ 2
Totals * * *

(255) (193) (448)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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7. Who in your church has the primary responsibility to oversee or seek to 
establish church-type missions?

Minister of
Pastor Education Total

Pastor . i .........................  53% 40% 47%
Other staff member (Minister of
Education, Associate/Assistant Pastor,
Director of church activities, Minister
of Outreach, etc.) ................... 2 5 3
Church Missions Committee ............. 21 39 29
Church Council ....................... 8 4 6
WMU ...................  7 3 5
Brotherhood ...............   5 1 3
No one................................ 22 18 20
Other (Deacons, planning committee,
Sunday School, Church body, etc.) ... 2 3 2
N.I.......................................  1 __2 __ 1
Totals * * *

(255) (193) (448)

Who in your church has the primary responsibility to enlist volunteers for
mission projects?

Pastor • . . . ... ... ... • . ... . 67% 28% 50%
Other staff member (Minister of Educationt
Associate/Assistant Pastor, Administrator,
Director of church ministries, Minister of
Outreach, etc.) ................. ... 6 25 14
Church Missions Committee ............. 15 25 19
Church Council ....................... 3 5 4
WMU.................................... 22 23 23
Brotherhood........................... 11 12 11
No one................................ 8 9 8
Other (Mission Action group, Deacons,
Missions council, etc.) ............... 3 3 3
N.I.......................................  2 __2 __ 2
Totals * * *

(255) (193) (448)

*Percents do not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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QUESTIONS 9 AND 10 WERE ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

9. Does your association presently have an associational missions committee?

Director of Missions
Yes.............................................. 94%
Not now, but formerly had one...................
Never had one, but plan to have one later .... 2
Never had one, but doubt if we will have one . .
N.I.................................................   4
Total 100%

(124)

10. If your association presently has an associational missions committee, how 
effective is the associational missions committee in achieving the association’s
missions goals?

Very effective most of the time..............   • 23%
Effective most of the time ........................ 53
Effective some of the time......................... 20
Rarely effective ...................   3
N.I...........    1
Total 100%

(117)

10a. If your associational missions committee is "very effective,” or 
"effective most of the time," check the one or two statements below that 
most closely fits your opinion of why the associational missions committee 
has been effective most of the time in your association.

Committed missions committee members •••••. 46%
Support of persons outside the committee for 
their work...................................... 21
The committee has a well defined and exclusive 
task............................................ 28
Good persons are willing to serve on this 
committee........................................ 39
Committee members have been well trained .... 8
The concept of a missions committee has applied 
well to our need................................ 20
Other (leadership from Director of Missions, 
strong staff, members selected for specific jobs) 3
N.I...............................................  6
Total *

(89)
*Total does not add to 100.0 due to multiple answers.
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10b. If your associational missions committee is "effective some of 
the time/’ or "rarely effective," check the one statement below that most 
closely fits your opinion of why the effectiveness of your associational 
missions committee is limited.

Director of Missions
Uncommitted missions committee members ............... 7%
Opposition of persons outside the missions committee • 4
Activities of the committee overlap with other 
associational committees .............................. 26
It is hard to get good persons to serve on any 
committee in the association................... ..
Training for missions committee members has been poor 15
The concept of a missions committee has not worked 
well for us.......................................... 15
Other..........................................  7
N.I. . ............................................... 2 6
Total 100%

(27)


