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BAPTIST VIEWpoll FOR JULY, 1983

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the July, 1983 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 648 members (265 pastors, 210 ministers of education, 
and 173 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
89.4 percent (237) of the pastors, 89.5 percent (188) of the ministers of 
education, and 98.3 percent (170) of the directors of missions participated 
in the July poll.

Items on the July poll involved six areas of interest:

• Outlook of leaders and pastors
• Income this year
• Baptisms
• Preferable term for renewal process
• Participation in evangelism/renewal courses 
• Membership for non-Baptists

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. The largest portion (44%) of the ministers of education reported that 
leaders in their congregations were "extremely optimistic" about the 
future of their churches, while an additional 40 percent reported their 
leaders were "somewhat optimistic." The largest portion (46%) of the 
pastors reported that their leaders were "somewhat optimistic" about 
the future of their churches, and an additional 33 percent reported that 
their leaders were "extremely optimistic" in this area. Sixty-four 
percent of the directors of missions reported that the pastors in their 
associations are "somewhat optimistic" about the future of their churches 
while an additional 10 percent reported that the pastors in their 
associations were "extremely optimistic."

Figure 1 depicts the relationship between panel members’ responses 
to this item in May, 1982, and the responses of the same individuals 
in July, 1983. Obviously, the overall view from the field remains
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figure: i

IN GENIRAL, ARE THE LEADERS/I’ASTORS IN YOUR CONGREGATION/ASIOCIAT ION OPTIMISTIC 
OR PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THEIR CHURCHES)? (EXTREMELY OPTIMISTIC, 
SOMEWHAT OPTIMISTIC, TENTATIVE, SOMEWHAT PESSIMISTIC, DEFINITELY PESSIMISTIC)

MAY, 1882

cm
JULY, 1983

PASTORS

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS
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optimistic, and note the increase in the "extremely optimistic" category 
for all three panel groups.

B. The largest portion (42%) of the ministers of education reported tha- 
their churches’ income was "behind budget." Thirty-six percent of tne 
pastors reported that their churches’ income was ’’ahead of budget," 
and an additional 36 percent reported their churches’ income was "meeting 
budget." The largest portion (37%) of the directors of missions 
reported that their associations’ income was "meeting budget."

Figure 2 shows the relationship between panel members’ responses to this 
item in May, 1982, and the responses of the same individuals in July, 
1983. Note that the percent of directors of missions reporting "ahead 
of budget" decreased 13 percentage points, while the largest portion 
of ministers of education continue to report that their churches’ income 
is "behind budget."

C. When panelists were asked to indicate how the number of baptisms this 
year compared to the same period last year, the largest portion (41%) 
of the pastors indicated that the number of baptisms was "about the 
same as last year," while the largest portion (35%) of the ministers 
of education reported "a few more" baptisms. Thirty-nine percent of 
the directors of missions reported hearing from the churches that 
baptisms have been "about the same as last year," but an additional 
38 percent reported that there have been "a few more" baptisms.

This item on the number of baptisms also appeared on the August, 
1982 poll, and Figure 3 reveals a comparison of the three groups' 
response to this item on both polls. There appears to be evidence in 
Figure 3 pointing toward little numerical change in the number of 
baptisms for the 1982-83 church year in relationship to the previous 
year's baptisms.

D. Panelists were asked to choose the term they preferred to use in 
describing the renewal process, and the majority (73% of the pastors, 
68% of the ministers of education, and 67% of the directors of missions) 
chose the term "church renewal." The alternate choice printed on the
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FIGURE 2

IN TERMS OF INCOME THIS YEAR, IS YOUR CHURCH/ASSOCIATION AHEAD OF BUDGET? 
MEETING BUDGET? OR BEHIND BUDGET?

MAY, 1982

err 1 

JULY, 1983

PASTORS

MAY, 1982 

erm 

JULY, 1983 

77771

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS
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FIGURE ?.

BASED ON YOUR CHURCH’S RECORDS/BASED ON WHAT YOU HEAR FROM THE CHURCHES IN 
YOUR ASSOCIATION, HOW DOES THE NUMBER OF BAPTISMS SO FAR THIS YEAR COMPARE 
TO THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR? (MANY MORE A FEW MORE, ABOUT THE SAME, 
DROPPED GREATLY)

AUGUST, 1982

JULY, 1983

EZZZJ

PASTORS

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS
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questionnaire was ’’lay renewal./1 and less than 20 percent of each group 
selected this term. Space was provided on the questionnaire for 
respondents to write in "other" terms to describe the renewal 
process, but only a small percent of the panel chose to make a 
suggestion. Some of the suggested terms were "personal renewal," 
"revival," and "spiritual renewal."

COMMENTS E AND F RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

E. When pastors and ministers of education were asked if over the past 
two years their churches had participated in a Ley Renewal Weekend, 
a Lay Evangelism School, MasterLife or TELL Witness Training, the 
majority (55% of the pastors, and 53% of the ministers of education) 
chose not to answer the question. (It is assumed that in most all of 
the cases no response could be considered to mean no participation.) 
A small percent of the pastors did indicate that over the past two years 
their churches had participated in either a Lay Renewal Weekend (12%), 
a Lay Evangelism School (12%), or MasterLife (12%). Also, a small 
percent of the mi listers of education reported their churches’ 
participation in either MasterLife (16%), a Lay Evangelism School 
(16%), or a Lay Renewal Weekend (12%).

F. Pastors and ministers of education were asked how their chucches 
receive for membership non-Baptists who have been baptized previously 
by immersion as an outward sign of obedience following their salvation, 
and, as a group, the majority (51%) indicated that their churches 
require non-Baptists to be baptized again. On the other hand, 47 
percent of the panelists indicated their churches accept nori- 
Baptists’ previous baptism, if it meets Baptists’ understanding of 
baptism as a sign of obedience following salvation.

Figure 4 reveals the differences reported by pastors and ministers of 
education related to their churches’ postion on receiving non-Baptists. 
The majority (53%) of the ministers of education serve in churches that 
accept non-Baptists on their previous baptism (if it was understood 
to be only an outward sign of obedience), while the majority of the 
pastors (57%) serve in churches that require non-Baptists to be 
baptized again. Cross tabulation data of this item by church size
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FIGURE 4

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH RECEIVE FOR MEMBERSHIP NON-BAPTISTS WHO HAVE BEEN 
BAPTIZED PREVIOUSLY BY IMMERSION AS AN OUTWARD SIGN OF OBEDIENCE 
FOLLOWING THEIR SALVATION? (PREVIOUS BAPTISM ACCEPTED, REQUIRED TO BE 
BAPTIZED AGAIN, NOT INDICATED)



8

does not appear to explain the significant differences found between 
ministers of education and pastors on this item.

When this item was analyzed on the basis of whether panelists were 
serving in "old"* SBC states or "new"* SBC states (Figure 5), it was 
learned that 79 percent of the pastors serving in "new"* SBC states 
also serve in churches that require baptism of non-Baptists seeking 
membership. In comparison, 55 percent of their counterparts 
serving in "old"* SBC states serve in churches that require that non
Baptists be baptized again. Consequently, only 21 percent of the pastors 
serving in "new"* SBC states serve in churches that will accept non- 
Bciptists on their previous baptism, compared to 43 percent of their 
counterparts serving in comparable churches in "old"* SBC stetes.

The "old"* SBC state/"new"* SBC state analysis of this item Figure 5) 
revealed no significant differences among ministers of education 
serving in the two areas.

Further analysis of this item by whether panelists serve east or west 
of the Mississippi River reveals some very significant differences 
within panel groups (Figure 6). For example, 81 percent of the pastors 
who serve west of the Mississippi River serve in churches that require 
non-Baptists to be baptized again, while only 45 percent of their 
counterparts who serve east of the River serve in churches that 
require non-Baptists to be baptized again.

*See Appendix for list of "old" and "new" SBC states.
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FIGURE 5

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH RECEIVE FOR MEMBERSHIP NON-BAPTISTS WHO HAVE BEEN 
BAPTIZED PREVIOUSLY BY IMMERSION AS AN OUTWARD SIGN OF OBEDIENCE FOLLOW
ING theTr~salvation? (PREVIOUS baptism accepted, required to be baptized 
AGAIN, NOT INDICATED)

PASTORS

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

“OLD”* SBC 
STATE 
EZZJ

"NEW"* SBC 
STATE 
W7Z1

REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-BAPTISTS

>*SEE APPENDIX FOR LIST OF "OLD" AND "NEW" SBC STATES.
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FIGURE b

HOW DOES YOUR CHURCH RI Cl 1VI FOR MEMBERSHIP NON-BAPTISTS WHO HAV BEEN 
BAPTIZED PREVIOUSLY BY IMMERSION AS AN OU I WARD SIGN OF OBED I ENCI FOLLOW
ING THEIR SALVATION? (PREVIOUS BAPTISM ACCEPTED, REQUIRED TO BE BAPTIZED 
AGAIN, NOT INDICATED)

PASTORS

SERVE EAST 
MISSISSIPPI 

CZZZ
SERVE WEST 
MISSISSIPPI 

V7ZZ1

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

SERVE EAST 
MISSISSIPPI

SERVE WEST 
MISSISSIPPI 

V7ZZ1

REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-^APTISTS
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Figure 6 also reveals significant differences on this issue among 
ministers of education who serve east/west of the Mississippi River. 
While 71 percent of the ministers of education who serve east of the 
River serve in churches that accept non-Baptists on their previous 
baptism, only 25 percent of their counterparts who serve west of the 
River serve in the same situation.

In conclusion, it would appear that how SBC churches receive non-Baptists 
for membership is related more to geographical location than to church 
size.

COMMENT G RELATES ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

c. Seventeen percent of the directors of missions have attended, participated 
in, or conducted a Lay Renewal Weekend during the past two years.



III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. In general, are the leaders/pastors in your congregation/association optimistic or pessimistic about the 
future of their church(es)?

Ministers Directors
of of

Pastors Education Missions

Extremely optimistic, great things ahead ............. 
Somewhat optimistic ..........  ...... ........
Tentative, no clear impression of optimism or pessimism 
Somewhat pessimistic ..... .......................  
Definitely pessimistic, serious problems are at hand or 
expected ..... ....................................
N.I,
Totals

2. In terms of income this year, is your church/association

ahead of budget? 
meeting budget? 
behind budget? .
N.I
Totals

33% 44% 10%
46 40 64
15 10 17
3 3 8

3 2 1
— __ 1 —

100% 100% 100%
(237) (188) (170)

36% 27% 28%
36 3U 3 /
28 42 34
— __1 __ 1

100% 100% 100%
(237) (188) (170)
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3. Based on your church’s records/based on what you hear from the churches in 
your association, how does the number of baptisms so far this year compare to
the same period last year (October, 1982-June, 1983 compared to October, 1981-
June, 1982)?

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of 

Missions
Many more ....................... . . . . 10% 15% 8%
A few more ..................... . . . . 25 35 38
About the same as last year . . . . . . . 41 28 39
A few less ..................... . . . . 19 19 13
The number of baptisms has dropped greatly 4 3 1
NJ------------------------------- . . . . __ 1 — __ 1
Totals 100% 1CO% 100%

(237) (188) (170)

Which of the following terms would you prefer to describe the renewal process?
(Check only your first preference.)

Lay Renewal 15% 16% 17%
Church Renewal 73 68 67
Other (Voluntary responses)

Personal Renewal .......... . . 1 1 2
Revival ................... . . 2 3 2
Spiritual Renewal ........ . . 2 4 2
The New Awakening ..... . . 1 — —
Disciple Renewal ...... 1 — 1
Family Renewal ............ 1 —
Deeper Life ............... 1 —
Leadership Renewal ........ 1 —
Church Spiritual Renewal . . . » — — 1
Renewal ................... — 1

Not indicated ................. . . __ 5 __ 5 __ 7
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(237) (188) (170)
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QUESTIONS 5 AND 6 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

5. Which, if any, of the following events has your church participated in over the 
past two years? (Please check all that apply.)

Ministers
of

Pastors Education
Lay Renewal Weekend  ............... 12% 12%
Lay Evangelism School ..... ........ 12 16
MasterLife...........................   . 12 16
TELL Witness Training ................... 10 6
None of the above . ...................... 10 6
N.I....................................... 55 53
Totals 1 * *

(237) (188)

6. How dee: your church receive for membership non-Baptists who have been baptized 
previously by immersion as an outward sign of obedience following their 
salvati< >n?

We accept their previous baptism .... 41% 53%
We requ re that they be baptized again • 57 44
N.I......... ............................. .... 2 3
Totals 100% 100%

(237) (188)

QUESTION 7 WAS ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

7. Have you attended, participated in, or conducted a Lay Renewal Weekend in
the past two years?

Directors 
Of

Missions
Yes ...................................... 17%
No................... .................. 82
N.I.......................................  1
Total 100%

(170)

*Percents do not add to 100 due to multiple responses.
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LIST OF "OLD” AND "NEW” SBC STATES

"OLD" SBC STATES "NEW" SBC STATES
Alabama Alaska
Arkansas Arizona
Florida California
Georgia Colorado
Kentucky Connecticut
Louisiana Delaware
Mississippi District of Columbia
Missouri Hawaii
North Carolina Idaho
Oklahoma Illinois
South Carolina Indiana
Tennessee Iowa
Texas Kansas
Virginia Maine

Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan 
Minnesota
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada
New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New York 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Dakota 
Utah
Vermont 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming


