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BAPTIST VIEWpoll FOR JUNE, 1984

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the June, 1984 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpoll panel.

There are currently 467 members (196 pastors, 117 ministers of education, 
and 154 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpoll panel. Of these, 
90.3 percent (177) of the pastors, 94.9 percent (111) of the ministers of 
education, and 97.4 percent (150) of the directors of missions participated 
in the June poll.

Items on the June poll involved six areas of interest:

@ Attendance at the 1984 SBC held in Kansas City, Missouri
® Bible translation preferences
® 1984 Week of Prayer for Home Missions
a Annie Armstrong Easter Offering goal
a Current SBC items of interest
a Plans related to Baptist TelNet

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. Figure 1 reveals that directors of missions were the best represented 
of the three VIEWpoll groups (40%) at the 1984 Southern Baptist 
Convention held in Kansas City, Missouri. Pastors were a far second 
(20%) and ministers of education were a distant third (7%).

FIGURE 1-----1984 SBC Attendance
Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions
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Cross tabulation of this data by church size for pastors reveals 
that as church size increases so does the likelihood that the 
pastor attended the 1984 SBC., For example, no pastor represented 
in the data who serves in a church with fewer than 200 members 
attended the annual Convention, while 70 percent of the pastors 
represented in the data who serve in churches with 1,000 or more 
members attended the annual Convention.

B. When panel members were asked to indicate which Bible translations 
they preferred most for personal Bible study, the largest portion 
(43%) of the pastors listed the King James Version, while the 
largest portion of the ministers of education (32%) and directors 
of missions (25%) indicated the New American Standard. (See 
Figure 2)

Directors of Missions

Other/N.l. (31.0%)

Othor/N.l. (23.0%)

NIV (7.0%)

RSV (10.0%)

FIGURE 2-----Bible Translations Preferred
Pastors Ministers of Education

NAS (32.0%)

KJV (43.0%)

NKJV (8.0%)

NiV (16.0%)
RSV (13.0%)(17.0%)

ASV (10.0%)

Other/N.l. (23.0%)

The panells second preference for personal Bible study found the 
largest portion of pastors (17%) and directors of missions (17%) 
choosing the King James Version, while the largest portion of 
ministers of education (20%) selected the New American Standard.
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As a third preference for personal Bible study, the largest 
portion of all three panel groups (16% of the pastors, 20% 
of the ministers of education, and 23% of the directors of 
missions) chose the King James Version.

C. In the pulpit the first preference of the majority of the 
pastors (72%) and directors of missions (74%) was the King 
James Version of the Bible. And, the largest portion (32%) 
of the ministers of education agreed with this choice, even 
though 30 percent would prefer the New American Standard. 
(See Figure 3)

FIGURE 3 —— Bible Translation-----Pulpit
Pastors Ministers of Education Directors of Missions

As a second preference in the pulpit, the largest portion of
the pastors (16%) and ministers of education (26%) chose the
King James Version. For a second preference, the largest 
portion (28%) of the directors of missions selected the New 
American Standard.

The third pulpit choice for the largest portion of the pastors 
(17%) and directors of missions (13%) was the New International 
Version, while 15 percent of the ministers of education made 
their third choice the New International Version and an 
additional 15 percent chose the King James Version.
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D. In recommending a Bible translation to another the first 
recommendation of the largest portion (34%) of the pastors 
would be the King James Version, In the same situation the 
largest portion of the ministers of education (37%) and the 
directors of missions (26%) would recommend the New American 
Standard. (See Figure 4)

Panter*
Director* of Mla*ions

Other/N.l. (25.0«)

FIGURE 4-----Bible Translation Recommend.
Minister* of Education

The second recommendation of the largest portion of the pastors 
(17%) under these circumstances would be the New American Standard/ 
while the largest portion of the ministers of education (25%) and 
directors of missions (15%) would recommend the New International 
Version.

In making a third recommendation of a Bible translation to another, 
the largest portion (17%) of the pastors would recommend the New 
International Version. On the other hand, the largest portion of the 
ministers of education (18%) and directors of missions (20%) would 
make the King James Version their third recommendation.

E. Panel members do not feel the need for another translation of the
"7 Li

Bible. Ninety-four percent of the ministers of education, 94
y

percent of the directors of missions, and 89 percent of the
pastors feel that "the current offerings are adequate.”
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F. When panel members were asked how they thought a Southern Baptist 
church should receive for membership non-Baptists who have been 
immersed as an outward sign of obedience following their salvation 
experience f the majority (53%) of the ministers of education, the 
largest portion (42%) of the pastors, and 41 percent of the 
directors of missions reported that "the church should examine each 
candidate and decide on a person-by-person basis." The largest 
portion of the directors of missions (44%), 30 percent of the pastors, 
and 14 percent of the ministers of education think "the church 
should require these candidates to be baptized." Further, 33 percent 
of the ministers of education, 22 percent of the pastors, and 10 
percent of the directors of missions think "the church should accept 
their previous baptism." (See Figure 5)
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(Z/l Pastors iW] Min. of Educ. Dir. of Miss.



G. Who should be invited to partake of the Lord's Supper in a local 
Southern Baptist church setting? According to the majority (74%) 
of the ministers of education and the largest portion of the 
pastors (46%) and directors of missions (43%), "any Christian, 
regardless of denominational affiliation, should be invited 

to participate in the Lord's Supper served in a Southern Baptist 
church." Additionally, 25 percent of the pastors, 20 percent of the 
directors of missions, and 9 percent of the ministers of 
education think "the Lord's Supper should be served without any 
mention of who is and who is not invited." There were those 
(21% of the directors of missions, 17% of the pastors, and 11% of 
the ministers of education) who think the Supper should be limited 
to "any Southern Baptist", while others (11% of the pastors, 10% of the 
directors of missions, and 3 percent of the ministers of education) 
think "only the members of the local church administering the Supper 
should be invited to participate". (See Figure 6)
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23 Pastors 23 Min. of Educ. Dir. of Miss.
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H. Respondents were asked to choose from a prepared list the terms/ 
phrases they felt comfortable using to describe the nature of the 
Bible. Ninety percent or more of each sample group chose the 
following: "divinely inspired," "authoritative," and "Word of God." 
Eighty percent or more of each sample group chose "trustworthy," 
"reliable," and "truth." The three terms/phrases that 
respondents selected least often, as a whole, were: "truth 
without any mixture of error," "infallible," and "inerrant." 
(These three latter terms/phrases have become "flag" words in 
the last few years and for this reason several respondents 
indicated they no longer feel comfortable with them.) (See 
Figure 7a & b)

I. In an attempt to learn the positions of VIEWpoll panel members 
related to last things/ nine statements reflecting some of the 
more current understandings of eschatology were presented. A 
sizeable majority of each sample group checked the two 
following statements: (1) "Faithful witness and service is 
more important than understanding the details about Christ’s 
future coming;" and (2) "The future is in God’s hands and 
believers can be certain of only one thing—that God ultimately 
will prevail." The majority of the directors of missions (71%) 
and ministers of education (60%), and 48 percent of the pastors, 
agreed that "the key to understanding the book of Revelation is 
to recognize that it was written first of all for the encourage
ment of the persecuted Christians who were living during the first 
century."

Fifty-one percent of the pastors believe "the ’rapture’ will come 
before the great tribulation," and 50 percent believe "Christ 
will return to the earth, literally and bodily, to reign with 
His saints for 1,000 years," and approximately 30 percent of the 
ministers of education and directors of missions also endorse this 
position. Further, 29 percent of the pastors, 18 percent of the 
ministers of education, and twelve percent of the directors of
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FIGURE 7a

1ZZ) Pastors XS Min. of Educ. X///A Dir. of Miss.

FIGURE 7b
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missions checked the position that "in the end time, the 
nation of Israel will be restored and Jerusalem will become /A 
the capital city from which the King will govern the world."

The position that "Christ will return to the earth, literally 
and bodily, but there will be no literal millennium on the 
earth following the second coming of Christ" was acceptable to 
22 percent of the pastors, 19 percent of the ministers of 
education, and 33 percent of the directors of missions.

The position that "believers will experience and pass through 
the great tribulation" was acceptable to 10 percent of the 
pastors, 16 percent of the ministers of education, and five 
percent of the directors of missions.

The position that "the world will get better and better until the 
whole world is Christianized . . . ." did not find any takers 
among the respondents.

J. The basis for ordination to ministry is "both biblical and 
traditional" according to three-fourths of the ministers of 
education, 69 percent of the directors of missions, and 63 
percent of the pastors. On the other hand, 31 percent of the 
pastors, 19 percent of the directors of missions, and 15 percent 
of the ministers of education believe that the basis for 
ordination to ministry is "only biblical." And, there were 
those (7% of the ministers of education, 5% of the directors 
of missions, and 2% of the pastors) who feel that the basis 
for ordination to ministry is "only traditional." Some (6% 
of the pastors, 6% of the ministers of education, and 5% of 
the directors of missions) admitted they are "not sure" about 
the basis for ordination to ministry—they "have questions." 
(See Figure 8)
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K. Faced with the question of who should be ordained for specific 
ministries, the majority of all three groups (80% of?'the 
pastors, 64% of the ministers of education, and 71% of the 
directors of missions) agreed that only men should be 
ordained to the pastoral ministry. (See Figures 9-11)
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1 = Pastoral ministry
2 = Missions ministry
3 = Deacon ministry
4 = Chaplaincy
5 = Education ministry
6 = Music ministry
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FIGURE 1 1----- Who should be ordained?
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1 = Pastoral ministry
2 = Missions ministry
3 = Deacon ministry
4 = Chaplaincy
5 = Education ministry
6 = Music ministry
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Further, the majority of the pastors (69%) and directors of missions 
(71%) feel that only men should be ordained to the deacon ministry, 
while the largest portion (49%) of the ministers of education feel 
that both men and women should be ordained to the deacon ministry.

The majority (69%) of the ministers of education and the largest 
portion of the pastors (48%) and directors of missions (40%) believe 
that both men and women should be ordained to the missions ministry.

The majority (56%) of the ministers of education and the largest 
portion (43%) of the directors of missions believe that both men 
and women should be ordained to the chaplaincy. However, the 
largest portion (44%) of the pastors believe that only men should 
be ordained to the chaplaincy.

The ordaining of both men and women to the education ministry and 
the music ministry is acceptable to the majority of the ministers 
of education and the largest portion of both pastors and directors 
of missions. However, in these two areas of ministry a new pattern 
surfaced among pastors and directors of missions. Approximately 
20 percent of each sample group indicated that "neither” men nor 
women should be ordained to these two ministry areas.

L. When respondents were asked about church/association plans to 
subscribe to Baptist TelNet, the majority (58%) of the pastors 
and the largest portion (38%) of the ministers of education 
reported no church plans to subscribe to Baptist TelNet. And, 
39 percent of the directors of missions report no association 
plans to subscribe. On the positive side, three percent of the 
pastors and 23 percent of the ministers of education reported 
church plans to subscribe to TelNet, and 17 percent of the 
directors of missions reported association plans to subscribe. 
(See Figure 12)



FIGURE 1 2—— Subscribe to Bapt. TelNet?
Paatora Mlnlatora of Education Dlraotora of Mlaalona
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A sizeable percentage of the respondents (27% of the pastors, 
28% of the ministers of education, and 37% of the directors of 
missions) were not in a position at the time of the survey to 
indicate their plans relative to subscribing to Baptist TelNet.

As a glance at Figure 12 will reveal, a small percentage of each 
of the three groups on the panel chose not to answer this 
question.

COMMENTS M THROUGH P RELATE ONLY TO PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

M. The majority of pastors and ministers of education serve in churches 
that promoted the 1984 Week of Prayer for Home Missions in the 
following ways: had a WMU program during the Week of Prayer for Home 
Missions (reported by 64% of the pastors and 73% of the ministers of 
education); had a month-long promotion of the offering goal 
(indicated by 51% of the pastors and 68% of the ministers of 
education); placed promotion posters in the church (checked by 
67% of the pastors and 78% of the ministers of education); pro
moted the emphasis in the church bulletin (mentioned by 61% of 
the pastors and 74% of the ministers of education); and distributed 

/ 
offering envelopes to all members (indicated by 60% of the pastors and 
73% of the ministers of education) •

A Sunday morning emphasis including a special mission sermon was 
reported by 52 percent of the pastors, while 54 percent of the 
ministers of education indicated that mission books were taught in 
mission organization(s) and 76 percent promoted the emphasis in the 
church bulletin.

N. Seventy-eight percent of the ministers of education and 69 percent of 
the pastors reported that their churches set an Annie Armstrong 
Easter Offering goal each year.
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When those who set a goal each year were asked how the goal was set, 
the majority of both sample groups (51% of the pastors and 62% of the 
ministers of education) indicated that the goal was suggested/set 
by the WMU. Some of the other ways in which the goal was set are as 
follows: suggested/set by the Church Council (reported by 18% of 
the pastors and 28% of the ministers of education); suggested/set by 
the Missions Committee (indicated by 12% of the pastors and 19% 
of the ministers of education); included in the church budget 
(mentioned by 14% of the pastors and 10% of the ministers of 
education); and suggested/set by staff member(s) (checked by 4% of 
the pastors and 3% of the ministers of education),.

O. Asked if the 1984 Annie Armstrong Easter Offering goal of their 
church was the same as, more than, or less than the 1983 goal, 
58 percent of the pastors and 70 percent of the ministers of 
education reported "more than" the 1983 goal. And, the largest 
portion of each group (18% of the pastors and 40% of the ministers 
of education) reported a 10-14% increase. On the other hand, 42 
percent of the pastors and 29 percent of the ministers of education 
reported that the 1984 goal was the "same as” the 1983 goal. Not 

. / >' .... 
one respondent reported a 1984 goal below the 1983 goal. 

(,

P. Seventy-five percent of the ministers of education and 70 percent 
of the pastors reported that their churches met the 1984 Annie 
Armstrong Easter offering goal, but 29 percent of. the pastors and 
22 percent of the ministers of education did not have a favorable 
report—they did not meet the 1984 goal.

COMMENT Q RELATES ONLY TO DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

Q. The majority of the directors of missions in their associations 
observed the 1984 Week of Prayer for Home Missions in the following 
ways: (1) the emphasis was promoted in the associational news
letter (91%); (2) the directors spoke in churches (75%); and 
(3) special promotional efforts were made by associational WMU 

i .
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Til .

committees or other associational committees (65%). Other 
promotions were attempted, i.e., special meeting at pastors 
conference (25%), special associational-wide meeting with emphasis 
on Home Missions (17%), secured missionaries to speak in churches 
(16%), and sent information packets to the churches (15%).

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. Did you attend the Southern Baptist Convention held in Kansas City, Missouri 
this year?

Pastors*
Ministers of 
Education*

Directors of 
Missions

Yes............... .......... 20% 7% 40%
No ............. ...... 71 83 48
N.I. ............. 9 10 42
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)

throughout the Summary of Findings the data for pastors and ministers of
education has been weighted by church size. 
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We are interested in knowing which Bible translations you prefer for your 
personal Bible study, and which you prefer in the pulpit.

a. For personal Bible study my first preference is . . . (Voluntary 
Responses)

Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions
American Standard Version . 5% 4% 10%
King James Version .... 43 6 22
New International Version . 7 16 20
New American Standard 

Version . . .......... 17 32 25
New King James Version . . 1 8 3
Living Bible ............ — 5 3
Good News/Today’s English

Version ................. 5 6 4
Amplified ................. 3 3 2
New English Bible ........ — 3 1
Williams 4........ .. 1 — 1
Phillips ................. 1 1 —
Scofield (Any edition) . . 2 1 1
Moffatt ................... 1 — —
Revised Standard Version 10 13 6
Open Bible ............... 1 — —
The Jerusalem Bible .... 1 — —
Thompson Chain Reference 1 — 1
N.I.................. ___ 1 ___ 2 ___ 1
Total 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)



2a. (continued)

second preference for personal Bible

American Standard Version ..........  .
King James Version •
New International Version ............ .
New American Standard Version . . . . .
New King James Version ........... . .
Living Bible ..... ............... 
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . 
Amplified ............... ............
New English Bible........ ............
Williams...............,............
Phillips ...........................   .
Scofield (Any edition) ..............  
Revised Standard Version ....... 
Open Bible ...........................  
Parallel New Testament.......... . . .
Oxford Annotated .....................
Criswell’s Study Bible ........
N.I....................................
Totals

Study is . . . (Voluntary Responses)

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education

Directors of 
Missions

8% 3% 9%
17 19 17
14 13 15
12 20 13
7 3 —
2 2 4

11 9 9
4 8 4
2 3 3
1 1 1
1 1 3
1 — 1

12 14 16
1 — —
1 — —
1 — —
— 1 -

__ 5 __3 __ 5
100% 100% 100%
(177) (111) (150)
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2a. (continued)

My third preference for personal Bible Study is . . . (Voluntary Responses)

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

American Standard Version ....... 6% 8% 5%
King James Version .... .......... 16 20 23
New International Version ............. 15 18 11
New American Standard Version ........ 10 3 3
New King James Version ........ 2 2 5
Living Bible ......................... 3 6 4
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . 7 12 12
Amplified.........................  . . 7 1 5
New English Bible ..................... 4 9 4
Williams . ........................... 3 2 1
Phillips ............................. 2 2 5
Scofield (Any edition) — 1 —
Moffatt . ............................. 1 — —
Revised Standard Version ............. 6 9 11
Parallel New Testament ............... 1 . — —
The Jerusalem Bible ........  ........ 1 — —
N.I . . . . . ........................ 16 7 11
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)
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2b. In the pulpit my first preference is . . . (Voluntary Responses)

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

American Standard Version............ 2% 2% 1%
King James Version ................... . 72 32 74
New International Version ............. 1 9 4
New American Standard Version ........ . 10 30 9
New King James Version ........ 2 9 3
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . 2 3 2
New English Bible .... ............. 1 1
Williams . . ........................ — 1
Scofield (Any edition) . . . . . . . . 2 — —
Revised Standard Version ............ 6 10 5
The Jerusalem Bible............ .. 1 — —
N _I---------------------- --------------- • 2 __ 4 —
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)

My second preference in the pulpit is . .

American Standard Version ............... 
King James Version .....................  
New International Version ........ 
New American Standard Version ...... 
New King James Version . ............... 
Living Bible..................... . . .
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . . 
Amplified ...............................  
New English Bible .......................  
Scofield (Any edition) .... ........  
Revised Standard Version ..............  
Oxford Annotated .......................  
The Jerusalem Bible .....................
N.I.......................................
To tals

. (Voluntary Responses)

7% 5% 14%
16 26 13
10 16 18
13 14 28
7 4 3
4 2 1

10 2 3
3 — 1
3 4 —
2 1 1
8 13 8
1 — —
— — 1

16 13 __ 9
100% 100% 100%
(177) (111) (150)
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2b. (continued)

My third preference in the pulpit is . . . (Voluntary Responses)

American Standard Version ..............  
King James Version ..................... 
New International Version ..............  
New American Standard Version ..........  
New King James Version ................. 
Living Bible ...........................  
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . . 
Amplified ...............................  
New English Bible .......................  
Williams ...............................  
Phillips ...............................  
Scofield (Any edition) ................. 
Revised Standard Version ..............  
N.I....................................... 
Totals

Pastors
Ministers of
Education

Directors of 
Missions

7% 1% 6%
7 15 7

17 15 13
10 7 2
2 4 5
3 2 4
6 10 11
2 — 2
3 3 5
3 2 1
2 — 3
1 — —

11 17 17
26 24 24

100% 100% 100%
(177) (111) (150)
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3. If someone from your congregation should ask you to recommend a Bible 
translation for his/her use, which three would you most likely recommend?

My first recommendation would be: (Voluntary Responses)

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education

Directors of 
Missions

American Standard Version ............. 4% 2% 9%
King James Version ................... 34 13 21
New International Version ............. 12 20 19
New American Standard Version ........ 17 37 26
New King James Version ............... 6 4 5
Living Bible . ....................... 3 1 1
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . 10 5 6
Amplified . . . . ..................» 3 — 1
New English Bible ..................... — 3 2
Williams ................. ........... — — 1
Scofield (Any edition) ............... 1 2 1
Revised Standard Version ............. 7 12 5
The Jerusalem Bible ................... 1 — 1
Thompson Chain Reference ............. 1 — —

N.I............................ .. __ 1 __ 1 __ 2
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)
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3. (continued)

My second recommendation of a Bible would be: (Voluntary Responses)

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

American Standard Version .............. . 9% 4% 10%
King James Version................ . . * 9 8 14
New International Version ............... 12 25 15
New American Standard Version .......... 17 21 11
New King James Version ......... 5 6 4
Living Bible ................... .... 4 3 5
Good News/Today’s English Version .... 9 12 11
Amplified................    . 4 1 2
New English Bible .... ............... 2 2 3
Williams ............................... 1 — 1
Phillips ..................... .......... 3 — 2
Scofield (Any edition) ............. . . 1 — —
Moffatt........................... .. 1 — —
Berkeley ............................... — — 1
Revised Standard Version ............... 17 12 14
Open Bible ............................. 1 — —
Oxford Annotated ....................... 1 — —
N.I.................................... . . 4 6 7
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)
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3. (continued)

My third recommendation of a Bible would be: (Voluntary Responses)

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

American Standard Version ............ 11% 3% 4%
King James Version................ . . 15 18 20
New International Version ............ 17 11 13
New American Standard Version ........ 7 4 3
New King James Version ............... 3 11 4
Living Bible .......................... 5 5 6
Good News/Today’s English Version . . . 6 17 13
Amplified ..,•••••• .......... 1 2 4
New English Bible ..................... 6 5 4
Williams..........  . . . . 2 — —
Phillips ............................. 3 1 4
Scofield (Any edition) ........ 2 — ■ —
Berkeley....................... .. — 1 1
Revised Standard Version ....*.. 5 9 9
Criswell Study Bible ............  . . — . 1 —
N.I............. ....................... 17 12 15
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)

Do you feel that another translation of the Bible is needed?

Yes, but only the Old Testament .... 2% 2% 1%
Yes, but only the New Testament .... — — —
Yes, the whole Bible ................. 7 1 4
No, the current offerings are adequate 89 94 94
N.I..................................... __ 2 __3 __ 1
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)



5. Now for your thinking in some areas of current interest:

a. How do you think a Southern Baptist church should receive for membership non-Baptists who have been
immersed as an outward sign of obedience following their salvation experience?

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

I think the church should accept their previous baptism ........ 22%
I think the church should require these candidates to be 
baptized....................... . .............  30

I think the church should examine each candidate and decide 
on a person-by-person basis .................................. 42

N.I................................................................   6
100% 100%

33% 10%

14 44

53 41
— 5

Totals 100%

b. Please indicate below your own thinking as to who should be invited to partake of the Lord’s Supper in a
local Southern Baptist church setting.

The Lord’s Supper should be served without any mention of who 
is and who is not invited....................................

Only the members of the local church administering the Supper 
should be invited to participate ...... .....................

Any Southern Baptist should be invited to participate in the 
Supper served in any Southern Baptist church ............ . .

Any Christian, regardless of denominational affiliation, should 
be invited to participate in the Lord’s Supper served in a 
Southern Baptist church .... ..........  . ...............

N.I.................................................................
Totals

25% 9% 20%

11 3 10

17 11 21

46 74 43
__ 1 __3 __ 6
100% 100% 100%
(177) (111) (150)



5c. Listed below are a number of terms/phrases- sometimes used to describe the nature of the Bible. Please indicate
all of the terms/phrases which you, yourself, feel comfortable using.

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

Divinely inspired ....................................
Authoritative .................................... . .
Infallible .... .................................... 
Trustworthy .............................  ......
Inerrant.......................................... . . .
Reliable .........................  ...................
Truth without any mixture of error ...................  
Truth ................................................  
Word of God ..........................................  
Other................... .............................
N.I..................................
Totals

(111) (150)

95% 99% 98%
92 94 95
75 63 65
86 90 89
61 44 41
86 84 89
77 60 76
83 86 83
94 98 98
5 5 5
— 1 —
* * *

(177)

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

to
00



5d. From the statements below, please indicate which ones most nearly de

Christ will return to the earth, literally and bodily, to reign 
with His saints for 1,000 years......................... . .

In the end time, the nation of Israel will be restored and 
Jerusalem will become the capital city from which the King will 
govern the world.................. ....................... . .

The world will get better and better until the whole world is 
Christianized, at which time Christ will return............

Christ will return to the earth, literally and bodily, but there 
will be no literal millennium on the earth following the second 
coming of Christ.............................................

The "rapture” will come before the great tribulation. . . . * .

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

Believers will experience and pass through the great tribulation.
The key to understanding the book of Revelation is to recognize 

that it was written first of all for the encouragement of the 
persecuted Christians who were living during the first century.

Faithful witness and service is more important than understanding 
the details about Christ’s future coming. .......... ..

The future is in God’s hands and believers can be certain of only 
one thing—that God ultimately will prevail.................

N.I...............................................................
Totals

f

(scribe your understanding of last thij

Ministers of Directors o,
Pastors Education Missions

50% 26% 31%

29 18 12

— — —

. . 22 19 33
51 26 33
10 16 5

48 60 71

78 80 85

66 70 78
• 2 __ 3 —

* * *

(177) (111) (150)
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5e. What do you consider the basis, if any, for ordination to ministry 
(pastoral ministry, deacon ministry, etc.)? (Check any that apply.)

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

Basis is both biblical and traditional 63% 75% 69%
Basis is only biblical ............... 31 15 19
Basis is only traditional .......... 2 7 5
Not sure—have questions ............. 6 6 5
MJ------------------------------------ . __ 2 __1 __ 2
Totals * * *

(177) (111) (150)

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.



5f. For which specific ministries, if any, do you believe ordination is appropriate today for men and/or
women? (Check one space opposite each ministry area listed.)

(RESPONSES FROM PASTORS)

Ministry Area _________ Who Should be Ordained?

N. I . Totals
Men 
only

Women 
only Both Neither

Not
sure

Pastoral ministry ........  . ............. 80% — 18 — 2 — 100% (177)
Missions ministry .......... ............. 27% — 48 7 5 13 100% (177)
Deacon ministry ............. ............. 69% — 25 1 3 2 100% (177)
Chaplaincy ................. ............. 44% — 38 5 4 9 100% (177)
Education ministry ........ ............. 12% — 45 20 5 18 100% (177)
Music ministry ....... ............. 14% 1 43 20 5 17 100% (177)

(RESPONSES FROM MINISTERS OF EDUCATION)

Ministry Area Who Should be Ordained?

Men Women Not
only Both Nei ther sure N.I . Totals

Pastoral ministry ...... ............. 64% — 28 1 5 2 100% (111)
Missions ministry ...... ............. /I5% 3 69 — 7 6 100% (111)
Deacon ministry ....... ............. 41% 1 49 1 2 6 100% (111)
Chaplaincy ................. ............. 28% 2 56 — 8 6 100% (111)
Education ministry ........ ............. 18% 3 63 5 7 4 100% (111)
Music ministry ............. ............. 16% 3 60 7 7 4 100% (111)



5f. (continued)

(RESPONSES FROM DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS)

Ministry Area _________ Who Should be Ordained?________

N.I . Totals
Men 
only

Women 
oniy Both Neither

Not
sure

Pastoral ministry ....... .......... 71% 1 25 1 2 — 100% (150)
Missions ministry ............ .......... 34% 1 40 5 9 11 100% (150)
Deacon ministry ... ........ .......... 57% 1 33 2 3 4 100% (150)
Chaplaincy ................... .......... 35% 1 43 4 8 9 100% (150)
Education ministry ...... .......... 14% 1 37 21 10 17 100% (150)
Music ministry . . . ........ .......... 14% 1 34 21 ’ 11 19 100% (150)

6. Does your church/association plan to subscribe to Baptist TelNet?

Pastors
Ministers of 
Education

Directors of 
Missions

Yes . . . ......................... 3% 23% 17%
No ... ..............   58 38 39
Not sure ......................... 27 28 37
N.I. . . ......................... 12 11 7
Totals 100% 100% 100%

(177) (111) (150)



QUESTIONS 7 AND 8 WERE ASKED ONLY OF PASTORS AND MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

7, For the 1984 Week of Prayer for Home Missions what ways did your church 
use to promote members’ awareness of the needs and work of the Home 
Mission Board? (Check all that apply.)

Ministers of 
Pastors Education

Program by WMU during Week of Prayer for Home Missions . 64% 73%
Mission books taught in mission organization(s) . ... 36 54
Church-wide study of mission book on Sunday and
Wednesday nights .  ...............................   . 12 16

Church-wide study of mission book on two or more 
evenings . .......................................... 4 4

Church-wide study of mission book on two or more 
mornings............................................ 1 3

Mission book circulated for individual home study ... 23 24
Sunday morning emphasis including special mission
sermon..........  52 29

Sunday morning emphasis without special mission 
sermon.............................................. 25 30

Mission emphasis in Sunday School departments ........  21 28
Month-long promotion of offering goal .................... 51 68
Promotion poster (s) placed in church................... 67 78
Special displays set up for promotion................. 24 31
Promotion in church bulletin ........................... 61 74
Promotion in church newsletter......................... 34 76
Distribution of offering envelopes to all. members ... 60 73
N.I.......................................... 12 11
Totals * *

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

(177) (111)
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8. Does your church set an Annie Armstrong Easter Offering goal each year?

Ministers of 
Pastors Education

Yes .  ............ ................................. 69% 78%
No............................................ .. 20 13
N.I................................................... 11 9
Totals 100% 100%

(177) (111)

If "YES,"

a. How is that goal set?

Included in the church budget ....................... 14% 10%
Suggested/set by the Missions Committee ......... 12 19
Suggested/set by the Church Council................18 28
Suggested/set by staff member (s) . . ............ 4 3
Suggested/set by the WMU.........................   51 62
Other...............................  1
N.I.................................................  9 1
Totals * *

*Totals do not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

(138) (96)

b. Was your 1984 goal the same as, more than, or less than the 1983 goal?

Same as................... ................ .. 42% 29%
More than.....................    . 58 70
Less than........................... ............
N.I.............................................. . . - 1
Totals 100% 100%

(138) (96)
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8b. (continued)

If "more than," what was the percentage increase?

Pastors

4% or less......................... ..............11%
5-9%................................. 10
10-14%.......... 18
15-19%............... . ........................ 8
20-24%..................   9
25% or more......................................11
N.I.................................. 33
Totals 100%

(80)

8c. Did you meet the 1984 goal?

Yes . ........................................... 70%
No............................. ................ 29
N.I...............................................  1
Totals 100%

Ministers of 
Education

4%
12
40
3

6
35
100%
(67)

75%
22
3

100%
(96)(138)
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QUESTION 9 WAS ASKED ONLY OF DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS

9. For the 1984 Week of Prayer for Home Missions what ways did you and/or your 
. .. k.... ...

association use to promote Baptists’ awareness of the needs and work of the
Home Mission Board? (Check all that apply.)

Directors of 
Missions

Director of Missions spoke in churches..................... . . 75%
Promotion in associational newsletter.......................... 91
Special associational-wide meeting with emphasis on Home 
Missions.................     17

Emphasis on special meeting at pastors conference.............. 25
Special promotional efforts by associational WMU committee or 
other associational committees............................. 65

Secured missionaries to speak in churches.................  16
Packets of information sent to churches.................  15
Promotion of home mission/evangelism tours..................... 5
N.I.................................................    5
Totals *

*Total does not add to 100 percent due to multiple answers.

(150)


