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BAPTIST VIEWpolI FOR SEPTEMBER, 1984

I. INTRODUCTION

This report is a presentation of the findings from the September, 1984 poll 
of the Baptist VIEWpolI panel.

There are currently 465 members (195 pastors, 117 ministers of education, 
and 153 directors of missions) on the Baptist VIEWpolI panel. Of these, 
87.2 percent (170) of the pastors, 97.4 percent (114) of the ministers of 
education, and 95.4 percent (146) of the directors of missions participated 
in the September poll.

Items on the September poll involved five areas of interest:

® An evaluation of the Home Mission Board
@ The Home Mission Board's budget
© Baptisms
e Gross National Spirit Index
© Optimism/Pessimism of leaders

II. COMMENTS ON THE FINDINGS

A. Panel members were asked to rate the Home Mission Board in four areas of 
work, and the results are as follows:

1. In terms of effectively using its funds, the largest portion of each 
panel group (48% of the pastors, 42% of the ministers of education, 
and 46% of the directors of missions) rated the Home Mission Board 
"good” in this area, while approximately one-third of the ministers 
of education and directors of missions and one-fourth of the pastors 
rated it "very good." An additional 14 percent of the pastors, 5 
percent of the ministers of education, and 18 percent of the 
directors of missions rated the Home Mission Board "fair" in terms 
of effectively using its funds.
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2. As for helping Southern Baptists evangelize the lost, 56 percent of 
the ministers of education, 50 percent of the pastors, and 47 
percent of the directors of missions rated the Home Mission Board 
’’good" in the area. An additional 32 percent of the directors of 
missions, 27 percent of the ministers of education and 24 percent of 
the pastors rated it ’’very good.” There were those (19% of the 
pastors, 18% of the directors of missions, and 11% of the ministers 
of education) that rated the Home Mission Board as "fair” in helping 
Southern Baptists evangelize the lost. And, a very small percentage 
rated the Home Mission Board "poor" in this area.

3. The largest portion of the panel members (44% of the directors of 
missions, 42% of the ministers of education, and 39% of the pastors) 
rated the Home Mission Board "good" in terms of helping Southern 
Baptists start new congregations. And, an additional 34 percent of 
the ministers of education, 26 percent of the pastors, and 23 
percent of the directors of missions rated it "very good." On the 
other hand, 23 percent of the directors of missions, 21 percent of 
the pastors, and 15 percent of the ministers of education rated it 
"fair." Some (5% of the directors of missions, 3% of the pastors, 
and one percent of the ministers of education) rated it "poor" in 
this area.

4. In terms of informing Southern Baptists about the work of home 
missionaries, 50 percent of the ministers of education, 43 percent 
of the directors of missions, and 41 percent of the pastors give the 
Home Mission Board a "good" rating in this area, while an additional 
30 percent of the ministers of education, 28 percent of the pastors 
and 25 percent of the directors of missions give it a "very good" 
rating. The "fair” rating for this area is higher, overall, than 
for any other area of work surveyed—29 percent for directors of 
missions, 25 percent for pastors and 16 percent for ministers of 
education. A few ventured to give the Home Mission Board a "poor" 
rating in this area.
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B. When panel members were asked if the Home Mission Board’s share 
(approximately 20%) of the SBC Cooperative Program Operating Budget 
should be kept the same? increased? or decreased? the majority of the 
pastors (51%) and one-half of the ministers of education indicated it 
should be ’’kept the same,” while the majority of the directors of 
missions (52%) indicated it should be "increased.” Approximately 
one-third of the ministers of education (37%) and pastors (36%) 
indicated the share should be "increased," while 40 percent of the 
directors of missions reported it should be "kept the same.” Few (3% of 
the pastors and one percent of the directors of missions) would 
"decrease" the Home Mission Board's share of the budget.

C. When panelists were asked to indicate how the number of baptisms this 
year compared to the same period last year, the largest portion of 
pastors (37%) and ministers of education (36%) indicated that the number 
of baptisms was "about the same as last year," while the largest portion 
of the directors of missions (40%) reported "a few more" baptisms.

This item on the number of baptisms also appeared on the July, 1983 
poll, and Figure 1 reveals a comparison of the same poll members’ 
response to this item on both polls. There appears to be evidence in 
Figure 1 pointing toward little numerical change in the number of 
baptisms for the 1983-84 church year in relationship to the previous 
year’s baptisms. (At the time of this writing the 1983-84 data has been 
tabulated and indeed there was a numerical decrease in the number of 
baptisms in relationship to the previous year’s baptisms.)

D. In the summer of 1981, Public Opinion magazine introduced the American 
people to the Gross National Spirit Index. The idea of the index came 
from the editors of the magazine, but the creation of the index was done 
at the Roper Center in Storrs, Connecticut. The purpose of the index 
was to "tap” a number of areas felt to belong in a measure of public 
assessment of overall national performance.
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FIGURE 1

BASED ON YOUR CHURCH'S RECORDS/BASED ON WHAT YOU HEAR FROM THE CHURCHES IN YOUR 
ASSOCIATION/ HOW DOES THE NUMBER OF BAPTISMS SO FAR THIS YEAR COMPARE TO THE SAME 
PERIOD LAST YEAR? (MANY MORE/ A FEW MORE/ ABOUT THE SAME/ DROPPED GREATLY)

PASTORS

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS
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Six areas made up the index as follows:

1. Explicit general assessment of present conditions.
2. Expected short-run change in general conditions.
3. Immediate expectations for the national economy.
4. Satisfaction with national political leadership.
5. Explicit assessment of how one is doing personally.
6. Personal financial status.

In order to determine how panel members would score on the index it was 
included on the September, 1984 poll of the panel, and Table 1 reveals 
that two of the three panel groups (ministers of education [1,574] and 
directors of missions [1,338]) are more positive about how ”we are 

1 
doing1’ than was the latest national sample surveyed (1,324).

rhe Baptist VIEWpoll data was collected September-November, 1984. The national 
sample data was collected September 15-22, 1984. (National sample data reported 
in Public Opinion, December/January, 1985. p. 36.)



GROSS NATIONAL SPIRIT SCORES

TABLE 1

Questions: Pastors

Ministers 
of

Education

Directors 
of

Missions

1. In general, how satisfied are you with the way things are going in 
the United States today? Are you very satisfied, more or less 
satisfied, or not satisfied at all? ............................... . 138 196 146

2. Over the next year or so, do you think things will go better for the 
United States, go worse, or stay about the same? ................ . 218 278 198

3. Over the next year or so, do you think the United States economy will 
get better, get worse, or stay about the same? .................. . 214 278 192

4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling 
his job as President? ............................................. . 296 340 268

5. How satisfied are you with the way things are going for you 
personally? Are you very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not 
at all satisfied? ................................................... . 232 256 278

6. How satisfied are you with your family's financial situation? Are you 
very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not at all satisfied? . . . 200 226 256

TOTALS 1,298 1,574 1,338

GROSS NATIONAL SPIRIT (GNS) INDEX METHODOLOGY

The GNS scores each of the six items on a scale ranging from zero (for least positive) to four (for most positive) 
and multiples by the percentage giving each answer. Thus, if 40 percent were very satisfied with their lives, 30 
percent more or less satisfied, and 10 percent not at all satisfied, this item would contribute 220 points to the GNS 
(forty times four, plus thirty times two, plus ten times zero). Each question, in other words, can contribute 
between zero (if 100 percent gave the least positive answer) and 400 points (if 100 percent gave the most positive 
answer). The total can therefore range between zero and 2,400.

In dealing with ’’missing data”—e.g. those persons who give some response such as "no opinion," or "don't know," the 
percentages are recalculated on the basis of those giving an answer. Thus, if 60 percent approved of the president’s 
handling of his job, 30 percent disapproved, and 10 percent did not have an opinion, the recalculated percentages 
would be 67 percent approve and 33 percent disapprove. Those giving an answer are the best estimate of how the 
country as a whole feels. It is assumed that those who did not answer the questions would split, if pushed, in the 
same proportions as those who did answer the question.2

^Public Opinion, August/September, 1981, p. 60.
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The Gross National Spirit Index was also included on the August, 1982 
poll of the VIEWpoll panel and Table 2 reveals how individuals on the 
panel have changed their perspective during the period August, 1982 and 
September, 1984. It appears that panel members who responded on both 
polls did not, on the whole, feel as good about how ”we are doing” in 
September, 1984 as they did in August, 1982.

E. The largest portion (48%) of the pastors reported that leaders in their 
congregations were ’’somewhat optimistic" about the future of their 
churches, while an additional 18 percent reported their leaders were 
"extremely optimistic." The largest portion (40%) of the ministers of 
education reported that their leaders were "somewhat optimistic" about 
the future of their churches, and an additional 26 percent reported that 
their leaders were "extremely optimistic" in this area. Sixty-one 
percent of the directors of missions reported that the pastors in their 
associations were "extremely optimistic" about the future of their 
churches while an additional two percent reported that the pastors in 
the associations were "extremely optimistic."

Figure 2 depicts the relationship between panel members’ responses to 
this item in July, 1983, and the responses of the same individuals in 
September, 1984. Obviously, the overall view from the field remains 
optimistic, and note the increase in the "extremely optimistic" category 
for all three panel groups.



TABLE 2

a.

Comparison of Gross National Spirit Index Responses 
For August, 1982 and September, 1984 For the Same Individuals

In general, how satisfied are you with the way things are going in the United States today? Are you very 
satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not satisfied at all?

c.

Ministers of Directors of
Pastors Education Missions

b.

Aug. '82 Sept. '84 Aug. 182 Sept. *84 Aug. '8 2 Sept. '84

Very satisfied ........................... . . 7% -% 12% 1% 5% -%

More or less satisfied ................... . . 60 43 70 54 58 42

Not satisfied at all ..................... . . 33 57 18 45 37 58

Over the next year or so, do you think things will go 
same?

better for the United States, go worse, or stay about the

Things will go better for the United States . 34% 27% 40% 35% 18% 23%

Go worse .................................. . . 19 35 11 27 28 35

Stay about the same ..................... . . 47 38 49 38 54 42

Over the next year or so, do you think the 
same?

United States economy will get better, get worse, or stay about the

Economy will get better ................. . . 35% 40% 41% 48% 10% 32%

Get worse ................................ . . 23 29 12 21 22 35

Stay about the same ..................... . . 42 31 47 31 68 33

oo



TABLE 2 (continued)

d. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling his job as President?

_______ Pastors
Aug. 182 Sept. ’84

Ministers of
_____ Education ____

Aug. ’82 Sept. 184

Directors of 
Missions 

Aug. *82 Sept. 184

Approve ................................ . . . 75% 64% 81% 70% 69% 60%

Disapprove ........  ................... . . . 25 36 19 30 31 40

e. How satisfied are you with the way things 
satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

are going for you personally? Are you very satisfied, more or less

Very satisfied . ....................... . . . 33% 37% 36% 41% 32% 41%

More or less satisfied ................. . . . 57 51 55 54 66 51

Not at all satisfied ................... . . . 10 12 9 5 2 8

f. How satisfied are you with your family’s 
not at all satisfied?

f inancial situation? Are you very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or

Very satisfied ......................... . . . 24% 24% 27% 25% 35% 32%

More or less satisfied . . . .......... . . . 59 59 57 61 60 56

Not at all satisfied ................... . . . 17 17 16 14 5 12
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FIGURE 2

IN GENERAL/ ARE THE LEADERS/PASTORS IN YOUR CONGREGATION/ASSOCIATION OPTIMISTIC OR 
PESSIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THEIR CHURCH(ES)? (EXTREMELY OPTIMISTIC/ SOMEWHAT 
OPTIMISTIC/ TENTATIVE/ SOMEWHAT PESSIMISTIC/ DEFINITELY PESSIMISTIC)

MINISTERS OF EDUCATION

OUTLOOK 
771 July. 1983 Sept., 1984

DIRECTORS OF MISSIONS
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III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. How would you rate the Home Mission Board in terms of 
its funds?

Ministers
Pastors* of Education*

Very good.................. 24% 35%

Good....................... 48 42

Fair........................ 14 5

Poor......................... 2 1

Very poor..................... 1

Don’t know................... 11 17

Totals 100% 100%

2. How would you rate the Home Mission Board in terms of 
Baptists evangelize the lost?

Very good...................24% 27%

Good....................... 50 56

Fair........................ 19 11

Poor......................... 2 1

Very poor..................... 1

Don ’ t know................... 4 5

Not Indicated............... - -

Totals 100% 100%

effectively using

Directors 
of Missions

31%

46

18

1

_4_

100%

helping Southern

32%

47

18

2

1

100%

*Data has been weighted by church size.
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3. How would you rate the Home Mission Board in terms of helping Southern 
Baptists start new congregations?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Very good ........ ..........26% 34% 23%

Good.............. ..........39 42 44

Fair.............. ..........21 15 23

Poor.............. ...........3 1 5

Very poor .......... ........ 1 - -

Don’t know ........ ...........8 8 4

Not Indicated . . . .........  2 — __ 1

Totals 100% 100% 100%

4. How would you rate the Home Mission Board in terms of informing 
Southern Baptists about the work of home missionaries?

Very good ........ ..........28% 30% 25%

Good............ ..........41 50 43

Fair............ ..........25 16 29

Poor............ ...........4 3 3

Very poor ........ ........ 1 - -

Don’t know .... ........ .. 1 __1 —

Totals 100% 100% 100%
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5. The Home Mission Board receives approximately 20 percent of the SBC
Cooperative Program Operating Budget. Do you feel this percentage
should be . . .

Pastors
Ministers

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

kept the same? . . . . ... 51% 50% 40%

increased? .......... ... 36 37 52

decreased? .......... ... 3 - 1

don’t know .......... ... 10 11 7

Not Indicated ........ — 2 -

Totals 100% 100% 100%

6. Based on your church's records/based on what you hear from the churches 
in your association, how does the number of baptisms so far this year 
compare to the same period last year (October, 1982-August, 1983 
compared to October, 1983-August, 1984)?

Many more ................

A few more ..............

. 6%

. 32

15%

26

3%

40

About the same as last year . 37 36 38

A few less ..............

The number of baptisms has

. 23 18 16

dropped greatly ........ . 2 5 2

Not Indicated ............ - __ 1

Totals 100% 100% 100%
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7. The following set of seven items concerns some national and personal 
matters. Please indicate your own views.

a. In general, how satisfied are you with the way things are going in 
the United States today? Are you very satisfied, more or less 
satisfied, or not satisfied at all?

Pastors
Ministers 

of Education
Directors

of Mission;

Very satisfied ........ . 7% 15% 5%

More or less satisfied . . 54 67 60

Not satisfied at ail . . . 37 17 30

Not Indicated ........ . 2 1 _ 5_

Totals 100% 100% 100%

Over the next year or so, do you think things will go better for
United States, go worse, or stay about the same?

Things will go better for
the United States . . . 28% 49% 18%

Go worse .............. . 18 10 23

Stay about the same . . . 52 41 57

Not Indicated ........ . 2 — __2

Totals 100% 100% 100%

Over the next year or so, do you think the United States economy
will get better, get worse, or stay about the same?

Economy will get better . 31% 49% 18%

Get worse ............ . 25 10 23

Stay about the same . . . 42 41 57

Not Indicated ........ . 2 — __2_

Totals 100% 100% 100%



d. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling
his job as President?

Pastors
Ministers

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Approve .............. . 71% 84% 61%

Disapprove ............ . 25 15 29

Not Indicated ........ .__4 __1 10

Total 100% 100% 100%

e. How satisfied are you with the way things are going for you 
personally? Are you very satisfied, more or less satisfied, or not 
at all satisfied?

Very satisfied ........ . 28% 35% 41%

More or less satisfied . . 58 57 56

Not at all satisfied . . . 13 8 1

Not Indicated ........ . 1 — __2

Totals 100% 100% 100%

f. How satisfied are you with your 
you very satisfied, more or less

family’s financial
satisfied, or not

situation? Are
at all satisfied?

Very satisfied ........ . 19% 27% 34%

More or less satisfied . . 62 58 59

Not at all satisfied . . . 19 14 5

Not Indicated ........ — _1_ 2

Totals 100% 100% 100%
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g. How satisfied are you with the way our system of government in the 
United States is working these days? Are you very satisfied, more 
or less satisfied, or not at all satisfied?

Ministers Directors
Pastors of Education of Missions

Very satisfied ........ . 16% 14% 10%

More or less satisfied . . 61 69 73

Not at all satisfied . . . 23 17 14

Not Indicated ........ — __3

Totals 100% 100% 100%

In general, are the leaders 
association(s) optimistic or

in your congregation/the pastors 
pessimistic about the future of

in your 
their

church/churches?

Pastors
Ministers

of Education
Directors 

of Missions

Extremely optimistic, great 
things ahead .............. . 18% 26% 2%

Somewhat optimistic ............ . 48 40 61

Tentative, no clear impression of 
optimism or pessimism ...... . 21 21 23

Somewhat pessimistic ........ 9 11 10

Definitely pessimistic, serious 
problems are at hand or expected 4 2 1

Not Indicated ..................... - __3

Totals 100% 100% 100%


