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OUR SIXFOLD JUSTIFICATION — 
A MIXED SALAD, OR A TREE OF LIFE?

Your Bible says:
1. “Being justified by his grace”, Tit. 3:7
2. “Being now justified by his blood”, Rom. 

5:9
3. “Justified by faith”, Gal 3:24
4. “Justified ... by (in) the Spirit of our 

God”, I Cor. 6:11
5. “By thy words shalt thou be justified”, 

Math. 12:37
6. “By works a man is justified”, James 2:24

Do you believe it? In what way do you believe 
it? Do you believe all of it? Do you believe part of it 
as a contradiction of the rest of it? Do you believe all 
of it, each part in harmony with the whole? There 
are two usual ways people have of believing these 
six statements of the Word of God about the central 
facts of our salvation. One is to take a little of each 
part and stir it all up together into a sort of mixed 
salad of a conglomerate salvation. Or these six ele­
ments of the Bible doctrine of justification may be 
taken as living and harmonious parts of a tree of life 
to the soul. Which is YOUR WAY?

THE MIXED SALAD WAY. I used to eat at 
midday in a San Paulo restaurant which offered a 
one-bowl meal. I generally took the “Mixed Salad” 
luncheon. The waiter would bring you a big bowl, 
full of chopped lettuce, cabbage, olives, onions, 
pickles, salt, olive oil, vinegar and a lot of other stuff. 
It all made a tasty dish, served with delicious 
crackers. Is that a symbol of your hope of eternal 
life? Are you an adept of the Mixed Salad Gospel? 
Does your hope consist in a wee bit of the grace of 
God, a sprinkling of sentiment about the blood of 
Christ, a certain content of faith, in the sense of mere 
beliefs, mere opinions as to the facts of what Jesus 
did for us men and our salvation, some moments of 
emotionalism attributed to the Spirit of God, then 
words of a 'good confession' and the ordinary decent 
life of an average good citizen, good neighbor, good 
lodge-man, good member of any one of a thousand 
varieties of churches, real or so-called? That is the 
MIXED SALAD species of justification, as different 

from the realities of what Jesus Christ and his Holy 
Spirit do for the real believers in the crucified and 
risen Savior as 'a painted ship upon a painted ocean' 
is different from the deep blue sea.

THE TREE-OF-LIFE-WAY. The other way is 
for each of these six parts of the Bible doctrine of 
justification to be to you harmonious and living 
parts of a blessed whole. That is called by the Bible: 
salvation by grace, eternal life, redemption, regen­
eration, sonship in the family of God and all the 
great vocabulary of the gospel, descriptive of a 
Christian experience such as is set forth in the 
Gospel of John, the Epistle to the Romans and the 
rest of the New Testament. Let us examine these six 
parts of our tree of life, item by item, then!

1. In a Christian experience, and the divine de­
cision of justification which is back of it and makes 
it possible, there is first of all the ROOT OF THIS 
TREE OF LIFE. That root is the grace of God, “be­
ing justified freely by his grace, through the re­
demption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood 
. . . that he might be just and the justifier of him 
which believeth in Jesus”, Rom. 3:24-26.

The root of a tree goes down deep into the soil, 
sucks up the necessary nourishment on which the 
tree lives. The root brings into the life of the tree 
substance, nourishment, moisture, bulk, health and 
vigor. Mother earth thus contributes what she is 
capable of giving, to maintain the vast forests on her 
bosom. The root of the tree of life, in our life, is God’s 
purpose of grace toward us, his unmerited favor, his 
divine, infinite, effective good will toward the be­
lieving sinner. This comes to the surface of life and 
builds up to the trunk of the tree of life in us, link­
ing the root of it with the trunk of the tree above. 
You had as well expect great trees, rising wholly 
from the surface of the soil upward, without any 
rootage at all, as to expect any kind of genuine 
Christian life without the grace of God as its funda­
mental and effective cause. Divine grace is ±he rooi!



2. Then, what next? “Justified by his blood” is 
the trunk of our tree of life. Our Lord used a some­
what similar figure of speech when he said: “I am 
the vine, ye are the branches”, John 15:5. The vine 
and its branches would correspond, in our figure, to 
the tree, and its limbs and twigs. The trunk upholds 
all the big bulk of the tree. It channels life and power 
and capacity for leaves and fruitage out to every ex­
tremity of what we see in the glory and blessings of 
the tree. As the trunk is to the tree above so is the 
blood of Christ, his objective redemption, his atoning 
sacrifice, his substitutionary death and justifying 
resurrection (Rom. 4:25), to all our manifest Christian 
life. Precisely that uplifts this life, upholds it, mani­
fests it, sustains it, feeds it and contributes to it all 
vital strength, sweetness, nourishment and beauty. 
It is the trunk of this tree of life.

3. Saving faith is as the limbs and twigs that 
carry the contribution of the trunk and root to leaves 
and fruit of the tree. “Ye are the branches”—the 
limbs and twigs of the tree of life. “Wherefore the 
law was our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, 
THAT WE MIGHT BE JUSTIFIED BY FAITH. But 
after that faith is come we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by 
faith in Jesus Christ”, Gal. 3:24-26. “Through this man 
is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by 
him all that believe are justified from all things, 
from which ye could not be justified by the law of 
Moses”, Acts 13:38,39. “The righteousness of God 
which is by faith of (in) Jesus Christ unto all and 
upon all them that believe: for there is no difference; 
for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God: being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus”, Rom. 3:22-24. 
Faith is a personal act and experience, which brings 
to its consummation “repentance unto life”. Jesus 
tells us that the publican’s repentance sent him home 
“justified”, Luke 18:13, for repentance issues in faith. 
Repentance and faith bring into this tree of life the 
persons who repent and believe. These are the limbs 
and twigs of the tree, connecting trunk with leaves 
and fruit.

4. “Justified by (in) the Spirit of our God.” This 
is the vital sap in the tree. It courses in all the life of 
the tree, from root to fruit. So the Spirit of God is 
the very life of our salvation and all its joys, bless­
ings and fruitage. God justifies by grace. Christ saves 
by his shed blood. The Spirit vitalizes Christian ex­
perience, is the sap of our tree of life.

5. “By thy words shalt thou be justified”. Our 
words are the leaves of our tree of life. They show 
the nature of the tree, before the fruit comes and 
ripens, and between successive crops of the fruit. It 
is said that a tree breathes through its leaves. So 
friendship and all social graces breathe through 

words that come from the heart. His words identify 
the Christian as leaves identify the tree.

6. “By works a man is justified”. These are the 
fruits on his tree of life. They fulfill his mission to his 
environment. And so we have come from the root to 
the fruit of our Christianity. Now let us consider 
further New Testament lights on justification that 
may clarify yet more these six elements of the doc­
trine.

A. The Bible now and then affirms and denies 
the very same statement. It is true or false, depend­
ing on the circumstances. We are told in Prov. 26:4, 
5, “Answer not a fool according to his folly . . . 
Answer a fool according to his folly.” How can you 
obey two contradictory Scriptures like that? “The 
context interprets the text”. “Answer not a fool 
according to his folly”, when that will involve you 
in a wordy agrument with the fool and so put you 
on a level with him, “LEST THOU ALSO BE LIKE 
HIM!”. Answer a fool according to his folly, though, 
TEST HE BE WISE IN HIS OWN CONCEIT”. If 
your answer involves a long discussion, avoid it. If 
you can by a wisecrack or word of wisdom put the 
fool in his place and show him up to those present, 
then give that answer, in benefit of the public. Sb 
in many cases where the Bible says do, and not do. 
It depends on circumstances and results. Let us illus­
trate. Words have different meanings in different 
contexts. Take faith. Sometimes faith means mere 
opinions, what you believe on a given subject. That 
is never saving faith. We are not saved by opinions. 
But faith also means trust in a person, commitment 
to him, accepting him on his own terms for promised 
benefits or blessings. This, in our relation to Jesus 
as Savior, is saving faith. Now the Bible definitely 
says that the “faith” of mere belief does not save, 
cannot save. Thus it repudiates the false gospel of 
Campbellism. In most New Testaments translated in 
our day, there is no verse 37, in Acts 8, which goes 
right on from verse 36 to v. 38. Even in the King 
James, there is a note in the margin saying: “The 
best MSS omit”. James repudiates opinion as being 
faith, 2:17-20. Every demon in hell believes that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God. If that is saving faith, hell 
is full of it. So if the fruitage of the faith we profess 
is non-existent, or is different from the fruits the 
Holy Spirit produces in saved people, then we know 
that such faith is mere opinion, not true faith in the 
Savior. Justifying faith is trust in Jesus for our sal­
vation, eternal life being ours the moment we be­
lieve. So, in its gospel meaning, it is the faith that 
has a place in our tree of life. Abraham’s faith that 
justified him before God was the kind of faith that 
would offer up Isaac in a holocaust, if God so com­
manded. “Seest thou how faith wrought with his 
works, and by faith were works made perfect?” Does 
James contradict Paul? No. He wrote before Paul, 



the earliest book in our New Testament He shows 
the emptiness of mere BELIEF, and Paul shows the 
vain hope of mere works. Each expects and demands 
both faith and works on their tree of life.

But as James repudiates and denies mere belief 
as not being saving faith, so Paul denies that works 
are the fundamental cause and consummation of jus­
tification. So we have a negation to take into account 
in forming our doctrine of justification. Listen to it! 
“For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curse-; for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are 
written jn the book of the law to do them. But that 
no man is justified by the law, in the sight of God is 
evident: for, The just shall live by faith. And the 
la^y is not of faith; but, The man that doeth them 
shall live of them” (Lev. 18:5), Gal. 3:10. There is no 
possibility of salvation by works,, except for the man 
who never once sinned, in his whole life from birth 
to death, but perfectly fulfilled all the demands of 
the divine law—absolute perfection. The only alter­
native to the perfect righteousness of Christ, as our 
hope, is a likewise perfect righteousness of our own 
throughout the whole of life. All else is either self­
deceit or liesof false religion. Let us keep the gospel 
clear. ; „

No matter how strong our emphasis on the fact 
that Christ alone is the Savior, it can never equal 
the gospel’s own emphasis on this same fact. We have 
an additional statement of the doctrine of justifica­
tion that includes all the doctrine of the divine side 
of our salvation. It is I Cor. 6:11, “Ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus”. NAME, in this Bible 
use of the word, means all the infinite values of the 
PERSON and WORK of Christ in our REDEMP­
TION. This is a special Bible use of the word NAME. 
Thayer says, in this connection, in his great Greek 
Dictionary: “By a usage chiefly Hebraistic the name 
is used for everything which, the name covers, every­
thing the thought or feeling of which is roused in the 
mind by mentioning, , hearing, remembering, the 
name, i. e. for one's rank, authority, interests, 
pleasure, command, excellencies, deeds, etc." And he 
adds: "the name of Christ is used in the N. T. of all 
those things which in hearing or recalling, we are 
bidden to recognize in Jesus and to profess, accord­
ingly, of his Messianic dignity, divine authority, me­
morable sufferings, in a word, the peculiar services 
and blessings conferred by him on men, so far as 
these are believed, confessed, commemorated.”

Now listen! “Neither is there salvation in any 
other: for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, WHEREBY WE MUST BE 
SAVED”, Acts 4:12. Peter said this, when on trial 
about his gospel, before, the sanhedrin. Look at the 
divine urgency of the gospel. “Whereby we must be 

saved, must be saved, MUST BE SAVED.” I heard a 
preacher over the radio quote this passage: “where- 
by we may be saved”. God forbid any preacher 
should be that ignorant, that false, so criminally 
ignorant and false! We MUST be saved. We cannot 
save ourselves. We must BE saved. And there is only 
one Savior. His very name Jesus means JEHOVAH 
SAVES, and he got that name by revelation because 
he is the Son of God and was sent by the Father into 
our human life to be this sole Savior of sinners and 
do all that would make their salvation possible.

“THERE IS NONE OTHER NAME”. We are not 
saved by JESUS AND THE CHURCH, nor by JESUS 
AND BAPTISM, nor by JESUS AND “THE SACRA­
MENTS” (a word of Latin heathenism), nor by 
JESUS AND OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, nor by 
JESUS AND OUR LODGE. How often do you hear 
Masons or other lodge men preached into heaven by 
their burial ceremonies on the basis of their lodge 
membership, as false a gospel as Romanism, 
Buddhism or Mormonism. No one is saved by 
JESUS AND OUR SOCIALISM, nor by JESUS AND 
PRIESTS. "There is one Mediator", and Christianity 
has no officials called priests. Nor is any one saved 
by JESUS AND MARY nor by JESUS AND THE 
SAINTS BY ROMANIST LIES CONSTITUTED 
MEDIATORS TO BE INVOKED FOR OUR PAR­
DON nor by JESUS AND ANY OTHER NAME IN 
THE WHOLE VOCABULARY OF RELIGIONS THE 
WORLD OVER. Just Jesus is the Savior. NONE 
OTHER NAME.

But one may say: “Am not I a contributing fac­
tor in my own salvation?” No. You are the receiving 
beneficiary. When a man wills his fortune to his son, 
is the lad a contributor to that fortune when he re­
ceives it? Is the beggar one of the givers of the alms, 
merely because he stretches out his hand to receive 
it? Is the baby a factor in his heredity when he is 
born? No more is the child of God, as the recipient 
of the new birth. It is all of grace. “Not of works. It 
is the gift of God”, Eph. 2:9. Here is your place and 
mine in salvation: “But as many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become (Gr., authority to 
“come into existence, begin to be, receive being, to 
be made”, Thayer) the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (his PERSON as Redeemer 
and all the values that sum up the meaning of his 
NAME). Faith is to RECEIVE Jesus as Savior, as 
your very own.

But another may say: “But does not the Bible 
say, ‘Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleasure’ ”?, Phil. 2:12. 
Yes. It was noble of you to quote it all. Both the 
salvation and its unfolding or outworking are wholly 
of God. He does it all, by his indwelling Spirit in the 



believer. Note, please. It is already YOUR SALVA­
TION, wrought in you, that he tells you to “work 
out”. If your father gave you a farm, deeded it to you 
outright, he would probably say, or silently expect: 
“Now it is yours, all yours, wholly and solely yours, 
your very own. You have it, by every legal right. 
Now cultivate it.” That is what your heavenly 
Father says to you when he gives you salvation as 
his outright and eternal gift! It is all yours. Work out 
its possibilities. Cultivate it well. Let its fruits be 
rich and full and abundant.

B. One thing more must be said, to be true to 
the gospel. The great word, so often used in the 
Scriptures quoted, is JUSTIFY. On the face of it, 
that word, in its derivation and etymology, signifies, 
“Justify ... fr. LL. jusiificare, fr. Justus just & -ficare 
(in comp.) to make ... To prove or show to be just 
. . . To pronounce free from guilt or blame; to ab­
solve . . . Theol. To judge, regard, or treat (one) as 
righteous, holy, WORTHY OF SALVATION, or as 
freed from the future penalty of sin . . . always im­
plying that God is the agent . . . Theol. To accept and 
receive those as just or righteous who respond to 
Christ in wholehearted faith, or to make them 
righteous by infusing grace into them.” (Webster’s 
Unabridged).

This Latin etymology is a lie, when it is supposed 
to represent the Greek word we translate JUSTIFY. 
It does not mean nor imply, “to make just”. It means 
“to declare righteous (in right relations to God)”. 
Now since God is the Judge, he stipulates the terms 
of our right relations to himself. Those terms are his 
grace, Christ’s blood, our faith. Rom. IV affirms it to 
be by IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS, not by either 
our own inherent righteousness not by imparted 
righteousness. This latter comes after salvation is 
given, and in the “working out of our own salvation” 
and is developed in the process of sanctification, dur­
ing all the life after justification. So this same dic­
tionary defines “justification by faith. (1) The doc­
trine characteristic of historic Protestantism, and 
ascribed by its adherents to Paul, that man can be 
justified only when by faith he accepts the right­
eousness of Christ, which God imputes to him.” But 
he cites “liberal” theology as utterly modifying this 
to salvation by character and adds the Romanist 
theory. In all this we see the horrible effect of ety­
mology of a Latin word, accepted in popular thought 
as a denial of the essential, clear and fundamental 
thought always present in the Greek word we are 
duty-bound to translate in our Bibles and give forth 
in our preaching, namely that to justify is the divine 
declarative decision of God the Judge, TO DECLARE 
RIGHTEOUS (IN RIGHT RELATIONS WITH HIM­
SELF THROUGH CHRIST CRUCIFIED) THE BE­
LIEVER IN JESUS.

The utter villainy of this Latinized Christianity 
which proclaims justification as MAKING JUST, 
the lie of its pretense, is seen in those words of the 
definition which I quoted above in capital letters, 
“WORTHY OF SALVATION”. There is not the 
slightest hint of any such self-exaltation in the whole 
New Testament by, or with reference to, any saved 
man. It is exactly the point of view of the Jewish ad­
vocates of salvation by keeping their Law, the men 
who crucified Jesus. It nullifies and crucifies again, 
and puts to an open shame, the real Savior, who has 
justified the believer once for all by his blood. We 
are DECLARED RIGHTEOUS by this divine de­
cision, once for all and forever.

This is a vast part of our Baptist witness, to tell 
people what the words used by Christ and his 
apostles in the New Testament meant on their lips, 
on their pens, and in our Bibles, if truly translated. 
We have to tell men that the Bible really says “im­
merse” every time King James transliterates “bap­
tize”. We remind them that Tyndale really trans­
lated, in Matt. 16:18, when he made it read in English, 
as it does in the Greek: “I will build my congrega­
tion”. There is no aspect of church doctrine that.is 
not CONGREGATIONAL, by the very meaning of 
the word Christ used. And so on, with many of the 
formative words of Christian thought. And in these 
great Scriptures of the gospel of grace, we come to 
the wide world to testify that JUSTIFY does not 
mean the etymology of a Latin terminology and 
Romanist theology built thereon. It means the clear 
definition of the Greek word Jesus and the apostles 
used originally: TO DECLARE RIGHTEOUS. So we 
come back to our six-fold doctrine of justification:

BEING DECLARED RIGH TEOUS BY HIS 
GRACE — the judicial decision,
BEING DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY HIS 
BLOOD — the objective ground,
BEING DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY FAITH 
— the receiving act and attitude,
BEING DECLARED RIGHTEOUS IN THE 
SPIRIT — the life-giving phase,
BEING DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY THY 
WORDS — the open testimony,
BEING DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BY WORKS 
— the evidential fruit.

This is our fully proclaimed standing, status and goal 
of the divine doctrine and blessing of Bible justifica­
tion.

WILLIAM CAREY TAYLOR 
41 years Southern Baptist 
Missionary in Brazil

P. S. It hardly needs to be said that, in this study, 
“tree-of-life” is merely an illustration of a process of 
thought, and has not, in any sense, any exegetical 
bearing on heaven’s Tree of Life, described in Rev. 
2:7;22:2,14 (Mg.)


