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THE BIBLE REPUDIATES THE LIES 
of 

MAN’S RELIGIONS
The Lord of the Bible expects that we, his people, 

should join with his Word in repudiating all the lies 
spawned by man’s religions. I mention here a few of 
these lies now current in our environment.

I. The lie most in order to repudiate now is that 
there is a Virgin Mary in heaven who was on earth 
the mother of Jesus. My mother was a virgin when 
she was an unmarried country school teacher. But 
when she married my father, in the normal life of 
these new responsibilities she ceased to be a virgin 
and became wife and mother. She entered heaven 
and is there today, not a virgin, but a wife and moth
er. That is true of your mother in heaven. And it is 
just as true of the mother of Jesus, as it is of your 
mother and mine. Mary was a virgin, before her 
marriage, as was your mother and mine. She was a 
sinner, saved by grace, for in her beautiful psalm 
she speaks of “God my Savior,” Luke 1:47. To her 
submissive and holy and acquiescent will, the Spirit 
came and she conceived from that Spirit the germ of 
divine life that became within her the baby Jesus 
who was born in Bethlehem of Judea. In her rela
tions with men, she was as much a virgin the day 
after Christ’s birth, as the day before. But she en
tered into the normal life of a married woman. “Then 
Joseph, being raised from sleep, did as the angel of 
the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him his wife; 
and knew her not till she had brought forth her first
born son; and he called his name JESUS,” Math. 1:14. 
This "knew her not till," or UNTIL, did two blessed 
things for Mary, mother of our Lord. Under the pro
tecting homelife of her lawful husband, Joseph, she 
gave residence within her virgin body to the divine 
Son of God, begotten within her by the Holy Spirit. 
Thus the prophesied and divine plan was fulfilled, 
that “a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us.” Read on. 
“Then Joseph, being raised from sleep, did as the 
angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife; AND KNEW HER NOT UNTIL she had 
brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his 

name Jesus.” Blessed revelation of the Spirit in the 
Word. Look that holy Word of revelation fully in the 
face — UNTIL. That divides time. Joseph did not 
know his wife UNTIL . . . After this division of time 
by UNTIL, he DID KNOW HIS WIFE. “Then Joseph 
. . . took unto him his wife: and he knew her not 
UNTIL she had brought forth her FIRSTBORN son: 
and HE called his name JESUS.” Mat. 1:25. Note 
well that word, “firstborn.” After Mary’s conception 
of Jesus and his birth, Joseph lived in the normal 
relations of a husband with her. He gave the son the 
name “Jesus.” Joseph’s genealogy is the genealogy of 
Jesus, Mat. 1:1-16; though Dr. Luke, a Greek, prefers 
to give his real ancestry. But we read of the family 
of Joseph and Mary: “Is not his mother called Mary? 
and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and 
Judas? and his sisters, are they not all with us?,” 
Mat. 13:55, 56. The word ALL implies at least 
THREE. So Jesus had four half-brothers and three 
or more half-sisters, all children of his mother, Mary, 
and Joseph his foster father. Thus Mary lived most 
of her life, and died, a married woman. There is no 
so-called Virgin Mary in heaven, a sort of semi
goddess, really the best loved deity in Roman Catho
lic mythology, and the most worshipped throughout 
all the Latin world. I lived in that world for 41 years. 
Mary is called "nossa Senhora" all over Brazil, and 
there are as many "nossa Senhora" idols as there are 
vast churches in her honor on a thousand Brazilian 
hills. On her “saint day,” in the calendar of idolatry, 
that hill will be crowded with booths; and every vice 
of sexualism, drunkenness, commecialism and fraud 
known to men is put into practice while the feast 
lasts. There is no greater moral curse in the Latin 
world than this idolatry. God loathes it and gives it 
the lie in his Word.

The mother of our Lord did not enter heaven as 
a virgin and she is not there today as a virgin. The 
Bible kills this lie of idolatry as it does all such lies. 
My mother was a virgin, as a country girl and public 
school teacher. But when she married, she virtuously 
ceased to be a virgin and became a wife and mother.



So did your mother. When our mothers went to 
heaven the angels did not welcome them as VIR
GINS. They had long ago ceased to be virgins, be
coming wives and mothers. Just so Joseph’s wife, 
the mother of Jesus, James, Joses, Simon, Judas and 
of several women, at death did not come into heaven 
a virgin. She came as wife and mother of a large 
family of boys and girls. She was Mrs. Joseph and 
is still, so, in history, though not in practice any long
er, for in heaven, said Jesus, they neither marry nor 
are given in marriage. They are who they are when 
they die. In our language, the mother of Jesus would 
be Mrs. Joseph. One of her sons wrote the earliest 
Epistle of our New Testament. Thus the Bible kills 
the lie of this “Virgin” idolatry, so fruitful of crime 
and vice and superstition, as your Bible kills all other 
religious lies.

II. Just now another lie is being given a great 
and disastrous circulation by some of our theological 
professors. The Bible kills lies of theological pro
fessors, thank God, just the same as it kills any other 
kind of lies. What we need to do is to note that such 
theories are in the Bible’s cemetery of lies repudiated 
by the Word. We have a whole section of the Scrip
tures called “The Pastoral Epistles.”

This lie is to the effect that all Christians are 
MINISTERS. This lie is based on a duplicity arising 
from exploiting the double meaning of a word, as if 
there were only one meaning. Of course, one mean
ing of the word minister is servant. All saved people, 
men, women or believing children are servants of 
Christ. But there is another meaning of the word 
MINISTER. If you tell some one that “Brother 
Blank is a Minister of Christ,” the vast majority of 
your friends will be sure you mean to say that he is 
a pastor of a church or in other official position as 
preacher or teacher, or both, in some of the evan
gelical denominations. Just recently there came out 
an article, in a Southern Baptist paper, teaching this 
lie that all Christians are “ministers.” It is a lie of the 
devil. No woman is a MINISTER, an official of the 
churches who is called pastor, elder, bishop or evan
gelist, in the New Testament. God’s Word demands 
that all ministers be “the husband of one wife,” I Tim. 
1:2; Titus 1:6. No woman can be that. No child can 
be that. Therefore no woman is a Minister of the 
Word, in this official sense, and no child.

And the vast majority of men are not such Min
isters. There is a very definite identification of New 
Testament ministers: “Even so hath the Lord or
dained that they which preach the gospel SHOULD 
LIVE OF THE GOSPEL,” I Cor. 9:14. I became a 
pastor in 1906. From then until now I have lived 
wholly on the pay I have received from the churches 
for preaching the gospel, first as pastor in Kentucky, 
Texas and Oklahoma, and then for 41 years as mis
sionary in Brazil, and now as retired, in that capacity 

and still working at the same task, as God gives me 
opportunity. Where does the money you live on come 
from, my brother? If you are in business, and that 
business, from which you get your living, is com
merce, farming, public education, the practice of 
medicine or other secular professions, then for you 
to run around pretending that you are “A MINISTER 
OF THE GOSPEL” is a heinous, destructive and vil
lainous lie. And the Bible repudiates that lie, as it 
repudiates all lies. If you mean you are a servant of 
Christ, say that clearly. And don’t go around saying 
dubious and deceitful words that can mean a lie that 
your Bible openly repudiates.

III. I have previously shown God’s open repudi
ation of many other lies of men’s religions, including 
nominal Christianity. Calling religious lies “Chris
tianity” does not make them Christian. They are no 
more Christian than is the devil who deceives the 
unwary thereby. No lie is more frequent in false 
Christianity and other religions than the lie that 
preaches salvation, wholly or in part, by our own 
“good works.” “By grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of 
works . . .” Eph. 2:8. That is the classic Scripture on 
SALVATION BY GRACE. Do you include any sort 
of supposedly GOOD WORKS in your hope of sal
vation? Then you are resting your soul on the devil’s 
supreme lie in this sphere of thought and of false 
hopes of religions. God repudiates to your face this 
lie of all lies, when he says so clearly: NOT OF 
WORKS. Look at all the human goodness on which 
deceived men rely, obedience to commandments, 
“sacraments,” church membership and its activities, 
charity, and what not. When relied on for salvation 
in any sense and to any degree, they are religion’s 
supreme lie. And God hurls his repudiation in your 
teeth, saying “NOT OF WORKS.” We are saved by 
Christ, his life, death, resurrection, mediatorship and 
power, “NOT OF WORKS.”

IV. All the false doctrines and vile lies associ
ated in any way with the word CHURCH are clearly 
repudiated by the Word of God. Many of the vilest 
superstitions and immoral customs in the world of 
religion are associated with organizations and move
ments that falsely call themselves CHURCHES. A 
vast man-made, superstition-filled, ecclesiastical tyr- 
rany, under the control of a single boss or a small 
group of bosses, will call itself “THE CHURCH,” with 
maybe some adjective added, like Catholic, Episcopal, 
Mormon or what have you. These apostasies never 
show any knowledge of the fact that the New Testa
ment knows many CHURCHES in its one revealed 
Christianity. The word "churches," plural of the 
Greek word ekklesia, is found 35 times in the Greek 
New Testament. How dare you speak the lie, then, 
that there is only one Church? The Word of God 
slams its repudiation of that lie back in your teeth.



CHURCHES are a vast part of revealed, biblically 
organized Christianity. One of the final utterances 
of your Lord in the New Testament is: “I Jesus have 
sent mine angel to testify unto you these things IN 
THE CHURCHES,” Rev. 22:16. The will of your 
Lord demands CHURCHES in any true Christianity, 
autonomous, cooperating churches. Don’t change 
that revealed Christianity into some lie, such as any 
CATHOLIC CHURCH or similar inventions of men.

V. “COLLAR AND CLOTH.” Recently (Jan. 31) 
THE BRITISH WEEKLY had as its first article, on 
the front page, with editorial comment on two other 
pages, a discussion of "Collar and Cloth," a booklet of 
propaganda on behalf of entering the ministry. The 
Baptist Unions of England, Scotland and Ireland join 
in this propaganda. No wonder they are slowly de
clining in membership. In time Southern Baptists 
will be sending missionaries to Britian, which will 
have lost its Christianity by unionism and modernism 
and formalism such as this.

The great British journal criticizes severely the 
booklet and the nature of its propaganda. It sternly 
affairms that just such propaganda is exactly the 
kind ‘that puts men off the ministry (and that is 
leading many younger ministers to decide against 
what ought to be the greatest ministry of all — the 
‘ordinary,’ parish or congregational ministry.”

“Collar and Cloth” has the idea of a minister’s 
clothing that is different from that of a real man, sets 
you apart, drives you away from real men, and them 
away from you. Converted priests, who had worn 
ornate suits and these collars that face backwards, 
while they were priests, say that priests wear their 
collars facing the wrong way because they know they 
are going the wrong way. And now this inglorious 
and hypocritical ideal is set out by bodies of unionist 
Baptists and their apostate pals as the very identify
ing mark of the Christian ministry. Rather is it the 
mark of apostasy and of treason to spirituality and 
truth.

VI. I need not follow the trail of religious lies. 
It is endless and superlatively varied. God repudiates 
them every one, opposing his truth to men’s lies. In 
the Transfiguration of Our Lord, with the Trinity 
revealed and Moses, Elijah and Apostles of the Lamb 
as witnesses, God spoke from heaven and said: “This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear 
ye him,” Mat. 17:5. That is his command to you and 
me, about all the forms of religion known to men and 
invented by men. Hear Jesus, not these raucous 
voices of religion’s lies. HEAR YE HIM!

Sincerely yours,
William Carey Taylor


