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LETTER TO THE NEW POPE
and

ALL OTHERS WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Dear Mr. Pope and Others Who Think:

Baptists will continue to win, by their missionary 
obedience to our Lord’s Great Commission, more and 
more millions of Roman Catholics, to a true salvation, 
by grace through faith in the crucified and risen 
Savior, followed by a true baptism (the obedient im­
mersion of the saved, into a New Testament church), 
a true life of obedience and service, a true Lord’s 
Supper and all the true goals of New Testament 
doctrine and life. More and more millions, thus re­
deemed from Roman Catholicism and all its medieval 
follies, will come to the light of the gospel and will 
live and walk daily in that light.

This is already the achievement of Southern 
Baptist missionary endeavor in Argentina, Brazil, 
Spain, the Bahamas, Guatemala, Honduras, Para­
guay, Peru, Uruguay, Venezuela, Bolivia, France, 
Portugal, the Phillippines, Chile, Columbia, Costa 
Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, besides various other fields 
where missionaries from those evangelized countries 
have sent their own sons and daughters to Roman 
Catholic lands whence their parents came. This is a 
total of 38 nations, in all. These, dear Mr. Pope, are 
lands where just one of the great Baptist groups has 
1548 missionaries. And there are many such groups 
working at the task, the joyful task, of winning lost 
Roman Catholics to the only Savior. We have won 
to salvation and truth, as revealed in the New Testa­
ment, millions of Roman Catholics already, and shall 
win many millions more.

I very well know what I am talking about. Forty 
one years I spent in Brazil in such a ministry. In 1855 
there was not a Protestant in Brazil. The first mis­
sionary came that year, a Congregational medical 
missionary from London. Recently the Brazilian gov­
ernment gave out the statistics that there are in Prot­
estant families in Brazil SIX MILLION PEOPLE. 
All these, and the host already glorified and in 
heaven, are the fruit of missionary endeavor among 
Catholics in a little over a century. We already have 

twelve Baptist churches in Brazil’s new capital, 
Brasilia.

I saw, just before I retired from my work in 
Brazil, their great new stadium, built by the Brazilian 
government for the world championship games in 
football (soccer). It holds 200,000 people, seated, I 
was told. When the Baptist World Alliance met in 
Rio, Billy Graham preached there, to these 200,000 
seats filled with eager listeners. And letters from Rio 
tell me that 37,000 people clamored at the gates to 
be allowed to go in and stand on the grass of the 
football field and hear the sermon, and the police 
finally let them in. That was the greatest hour for 
the gospel since the day of Pentecost. Two thousand 
souls stood and avowed they had believed in the 
Savior, as a result of that sermon, preached by Billy 
Graham in English and by my pastor in Portuguese. 
Dr. John Soren was this pastor of mine for twenty 
years, whose mother, of the famous Filson family of 
Kentucky, is still living at the age of 88. After that 
great sermon he was chosen President of the Baptist 
World Alliance and in that capacity visited here and 
spoke to the Long Run Association one night. He 
thanked Kentucky for her gift of missionaries to 
Brazil, Maddox, Bratcher and others, including my­
self and my wife. Then he came back to my name in 
the greatest compliment I ever knew to be sincerely 
given to a missionary, saying: “In Brazil, when you 
mention the name of Dr. Taylor, the Brazilians at 
once think of all the twelve apostles.” Unworthy of 
such gracious words though I be, yet that is the 
meaning of missions everywhere and always, includ­
ing our missions to Roman Catholics all over the 
world.

Take Recife, for example, the city I went out to 
in 1915. It had then six small Baptist churches, one 
just recently organized under a tree. When I left 
the work to dear colleagues and my former students 
there, twenty years later, there were forty five Bap­
tist churches. Today there are ninety. It has a great 
theological Seminary, a fine college, a Woman’s Mis­



sionary Training School, of which my wife was the 
first principal, taking the first students in our own 
home with our children and caring for them, the first 
one being from Manaus, in the great Amazon Valley.

These conscienceless flatterers of Romanism, in 
newspapers and over T.V., in their shameless adula­
tion of numbers, allege that there are half a billion 
Roman Catholics in the world. Who counted them? 
In Catholic lands, about all the Romanism most of 
them ever contracted was the meaningless ceremony 
of infant baptism, forced upon them as they yelled 
their babyhood protest at the senseless head-wetting. 
I will give you an example of how much that means, 
just about as much as some of our godless idolaters 
of fashion mean when they dress up in Easter robes 
and hat and go to church once a year. I was preaching 
in a Brazilian city once and a man heard me each 
night for nearly a week. The last night he came to 
me and said: “I dare not come to hear you any more. 
If I did, my conscience would force me to accept 
your gospel and become one of you. This I dare not 
do. I am a politician. My success and my very living 
depend on my winning my political campaigns. I 
am no more a Catholic than you are. But if the 
priests raised a campaign against me, in any elec­
tion, because I were a heretic, then I would be 
doomed to defeat, and for life. I have no other way 
of making a living. So I must keep on being a nom­
inal Catholic, even if my hypocrisy brings me hell as 
my portion!” There are millions of Catholics in Cath­
olic lands just like that.

Then, thank God, there are some Catholics who 
can read and buy Bibles. Reading them, they are 
saved by the same gospel we found in the New Testa­
ment, on the lips of Jesus, our Savior. Over fifty Ro­
man Catholic priests in Brazil have been saved and 
joined Baptist churches. They were saved by reading 
their Latin Bibles. Then, in their search for a Chris­
tian life and fellowship such as they read of in their 
New Testaments, their thinking often was clarified 
by reading my books, given them perhaps by friends. 
(I am the author of 22 books, 22 booklets and tracts 
in editions of millions, through the 41 years of my 
ministry there.) Some of them become teachers in 
our schools. One or two have become great preachers, 
filling the largest theaters and halls in Brazil, in 
their evangelistic meetings in various cities.

The first Brazilian Baptist was a converted 
priest. I have seen many a time the Catholic Sem­
inary in Olinda, suburb of Recife, where he found a 
Catholic Bible and then the Savior. He began to 
search for a Bible church life. He went to the Pres­
byterians, who had mission work near, but he said 
to them: “You are my brethren, I feel sure. Your 
salvation is the same, but you are not baptized. If I 
am going to leave the Catholic church because it is 
wrong, then I certainly want to join a group that is 
right.” So he went on down the Brazilian coast from 

city to city, studying more as he traveled. In San 
Paulo there was a group of our Confederates, who 
had fled to Brazil in boats that floated the “Stars and 
Bars,” because they were unreconstructed Rebels and 
did not want to live under the “Stars and Stripes.” I 
have visited in that colony in San Paulo, also in the 
other one they founded, in the Amazon Valley. In 
that colony he found a little Baptist church, and later 
said: “This is it. This is the faith and obedient life I 
was searching for.” And he joined and was baptized. 
The Bagbys and Taylors, our pioneer missionaries 
who began Baptist missions in Brazil, under our 
Foreign Board, were studying the language in that 
colony. So this ex-priest, Antonio Teixeira de Albu­
querque, went with the Bagbys and Taylors to Bahia, 
the capital of the Empire, and the five of them 
founded the First Baptist Church in Brazil. That is 
the way a Bible-guided conscience works, even 
among Catholic priests in the Latin world. And it 
will keep on doing so. Be sure of it!

Most cultured Catholic men in Brazil are known 
as “anticlericals.” They hate priests more than any 
other people on earth. Priest are their rivals in politi­
cal life. I do not hate priests. I want to win them to 
Christ. Many of our Baptist people have kinsmen 
who are priests. Every Catholic family likes to have 
a priest in the family, so he can say masses, cheap or 
free, and ease their pains in that Catholic world that 
does not exist, Purgatory. How glad I was to pro­
claim all over South America: “There is no Purga­
tory. Saying masses to take souls out of a place that 
does not exist is just as dishonest as robbing a bank!”

Many of our newsmen of press and television are 
showing far more respect for the dead pope than 
they ever show for God. They magnify the burial of 
a pope’s corpse in THREE expensive coffins, while in 
Catholic cities many of the poor are starving. They 
talk of the “successor of St. Peter.” You could read 
your Bible a million years and never once find any 
mention of a “St. Peter.” Peter is named 161 times 
in the New Testament, my big Concordance shows, 
but never once is he called “St. Peter.” This title was 
invented by medieval popes to create a fictitious list 
of the “canonized” (not cannonized or cannonaded, 
though some of them deserved to be) whom they add 
to the list of mediators between God and man and of 
accredited authors of false doctrines to be accumu­
lated in creeds and ritual. Just Peter, not “St. Peter” 
is the way the New Testament teaches us. And the 
word “chair” is never once found in the Bible, so it 
knows nothing of a “chair” of “St. Peter.” He may 
have had a chair, but it has not been preserved.

The word SAINT, in its genuinely Christian 
sense, is the Bible title of all believers on Jesus as 
Savior. Saint doesn’t mean sinless. It means set apart 
belonging to God and dedicated to his service. All the 
regenerate are saints. Paul addressed his letters to 
the apostolic churches to “the saints” in the place 



stated. Yet he corrects very grave faults in these 
saints and confesses his own faults. And James, our 
Lord’s half brother, says: “In many things WE OF­
FEND ALL!”, James 3:2. There was never a sinless 
man in this world but Jesus. All the saints are sin­
ners saved by grace.

As a matter of fact, Peter was about the worst 
saint among the twelve apostles, except the fake, 
Judas. He cursed like a sailor and lied like a demon, 
swearing that he didn’t even know Jesus!!! (Mark 
14:70, “But he began to curse and to swear, saying, I 
know not this man of whom ye speak.” Then his 
conscience smote him and he cried like a baby.)

Successor? WITNESSES don’t have successors. 
You never see a man accepted in our courts as a 
SUCCESSOR of a witness. He may come to the 
judge and say, “I am the successor of such and such a 
witness. I know what he used to say.” No judge 
would hear him. Successors of witnesses are fakes. 
There are none. A witness is one who HIMSELF has 
seen and known. Peter had no successor. That is just 
a lie of popes who would steal an apostle’s place and 
authority, in a false Christianity, and add a lot of 
doctrine and emoluments of their own choosing. 
Peter had no successor, please. The New Testament 
preserves Christ’s own will and witness, written 
down by contemporary authors, guided by the Holy 
Spirit. And the Roman Catholic Church has shown 
nothing but contempt and hatred for much of that re­
vealed will of the Lord Jesus, burning at the stake 
men who would be true to Jesus, drowning in lakes 
and rivers women who loved truth better than life 
itself. The women of the Baptist World Alliance sent 
a group to Geneva to cast flowers on the waters 
where Hubmaier’s wife was drowned for her faith 
and faithful witness, by papal bigots.

So much for the folly of blind dupes of popes 
and priests and cardinals, who would add to the Bible 
the false Apocryphal books of the Old Testament, in 
which apostate Jews have written in their doctrine 
of praying for the dead, and a thousand other false 
doctrines they invented to go with that. Now let me 
show the facts as to my affirmation, Mister Pope, 
that Southern Baptists will be baptizing millions 
more converted Catholics, won by our mission work 
among Catholics in the homeland, just as we win 
millions in our mission work abroad. We have a 
Baptist theological Seminary in Rome and Southern 
Baptist missionaries are teaching and preaching al­
most in the shadow of the Vatican. The new pope has 
shown sense in wanting to take on the name Paul, 
even though it does not fit him or his doctrine or his 
works. For it was Paul who wrote THE EPISTLE 
TO THE ROMANS, not Peter. Peter was never in 
Rome. To invent the fable of his Roman residence 
and popedom there, these falsifiers of history give 
the lie to Peter himself, who affirms that he wrote 
his two Epistles to “the strangers (the Jewish 

diaspora) scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Capa- 
docia, Asia and Bithynia.” Peter never wrote a line to 
Rome, but did his work far away in a different con­
tinent. Priests have made up the lie that Babylon 
meant Rome, just as likely a lie as that Louisville 
means Timbuctoo! Babylon was the great home of 
the Jews in their captivity. They prospered there 
and relatively few of them returned from captivity. 
There Peter went and was a missionary among them. 
And no medieval inventors of false history can ever 
take away the clear witness of Peter himself to his 
ministry among Jews, in the world of the Jews, far, 
far from Rome. That is as clear as Peter’s love of 
the same kind of democratic ministry we Baptists 
love. We got that love from Peter and the other 
apostles and their Lord. Listen to him: “The elders 
which are among you I exhort, who am also an 
elder . . . ,” I Pet. 5:1. There was just one ministry in 
New Testament days; and its title, when in the ser­
vice of direction of any single church, was threefold: 
“pastor, elder and bishop.” There was no pastor who 
was not a bishop, no bishop who was any more than a 
pastor. All were simple elders. The apostle Peter con­
sidered himself a fellow-elder, not any pope or 
cardinal or prelate of any kind. You could read your 
Bible a million years and you would never find those 
words in any Biblical Christianity. They are terms of 
apostasy from truth, in medieval and modern apos­
tate religions of falsehood, pomp and ceremony. Peter 
delighted to be just a “fellow-elder.” There were 
different functions in the one apostolic ministry: 
“God set some in the church, first apostles, secondari­
ly prophets, thirdly teachers, after this miracles, then 
gifts of healing, helps, governments, diversities of 
tongues,” I Cor. 12:28. This was the day of miracles. 
Jesus and his apostles raised the dead, healed sick, 
spoke in tongues they had never studied before, re­
ceived the revelation of truth from the Holy Spirit 
which we have in their writings in the New Testa­
ment. All these are stupendous miracles. No one 
practices them today. Those who say they do are liars 
of the grossest pattern, scoundrels and deceivers of 
simpletons. Peter had no successor ever, either as a 
witness or a miracle-worker. We repeat. All those 
who pretend to be successors to Peter are liars, hypo­
crites, scoundrels and deceivers of simpletons. Don’t 
put yourself in that category, my friends, if you have 
any self-respect or want others to have any respect 
at all for you!!! Don’t help give adulation to frauds!

Yet what vast and varied language of fraud and 
lies is in use by our press and television. Their 
spokesmen, in giving the news, proclaim this false 
title of “Successor of St. Peter.” There is no such a 
being as “Saint” Peter, no such an officer in Chris­
tianity as a “pope.” "Masses said?” Where would 
you find in your Bible that word of pretense and 
fraud? They are said at an “ALTAR” here or an 
“Altar” yonder. Where do you find all these local 
altars in revealed Christianity? You don’t. We have 



one altar, and that is Calvary. There the Lamb of 
God was offered once-for-all and forever, in a sacri­
fice never to be repeated, for it is final, eternal and 
all-sufficient. “We have an altar,” Heb. 13:10. And 
we are told how to offer its sacrifices. It is not in 
any imitation of Old Testament ceremonies. They all 
ended when Jesus came and fulfilled them. Here is 
our list of sacrifices: “Let us offer the SACRIFICE of 
praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips 
giving thanks to his name. But to do good and to 
communicate (contribute) forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased,” Heb. 13:15, 16. “Do 
not forget the benevolences and contributions: for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Berkeley 
Version). There are the sacrifices of Christianity 
today, not heathen “masses” and a vast ritual of 
superstition, idolatry and ignorance of genuine 
Christianity according to the Word of God.

We are winning, Mr. Pope, and shall continue to 
win millions of Roman Catholics to the Christianity 
of Christ Jesus, revealed in the New Testament. 
When Columbus sailed the ocean blue, in 1492, he 
came in the direction of Florida, later a center of 
Romanism. There was not a New Testament Chris­
tian on either side of Florida or its continuing coast 
on the Gulf of Mexico. But how different today. In 
every city on that vast shore there are glorious Bap­
tist Churches. I have been in many of them and their 
worship after the order of the New Testament. I like 
to read the periodic census reports and rejoice when 
I read that in some wholly Roman Catholic city of 
the long ago, now there are more Baptists in that 
city than Catholics. So may it ever and increasingly 
be!

Also, we had a French Catholicism, extending 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific. It was ancient 
Louisiana Our Baptist State paper in Kentucky is 
called THE WESTERN RECORDER, for Kentucky 
was formerly a county of Virginia and the Far West 
of this nation. I have lived in Arlington, seven miles 
from our former national border, also located in “The 
Jackson Purchase,” a great, vigorous Baptist region. 
In this long land, once utterly Romanist in popula­
tion, we have more Baptists than Roman Catholics 
in city after city, State after State. That is the 
glorious success of our Home Mission work, State 
Mission work and the evangelistic witness of the 
churches everywhere. We win Catholics.

To take just one other example, consider Texas, 
first a part of Mexico, then, for a time, an indepen­
dent nation. As such, it had a law that no non-Catho- 
lic church could be organized in its borders, ever! 
THE BAPTIST STANDARD of Nov. 11, 1948 affirms 
on its front page: “The first non-Catholic church on 
Texas soil was known as the Pilgrim Baptist church. 
It was founded by Daniel Parker in Crawford 
county, Illinois, July 26, 1833. Some time prior to 
founding the Pilgrim Baptist church, Daniel Parker 

had visited Texas and had discovered that the Mexi­
can colonization laws prohibited the organization of 
any other than a Roman Catholic church in Texas, 
but nothing was said about the immigration of a non­
Catholic church into the territory.” So Parker led a 
church of seven members from Illinois to Texas and 
thus avoided open disobedience to law in that land. 
Yet where the Republic of Texas forbade Baptists or 
any other non-Catholic organizations to exist, today 
there are 1,688,251 Baptists in Texas, according to 
last year’s statistics. Every one of them trusted in 
Christ as Savior, according to his open profession of 
faith before a Baptist church, his obedient baptism 
and his enrollment in active church life in that free 
and sovereign body. In that land forbidden to Bap­
tists, in the long ago, there are today the greatest 
Baptist church in the world, the greatest theological 
Seminary of our people; and Billy Graham, the most 
far-reaching preacher of the Word since the apostles, 
is a member of that great church of George Truett, 
formerly, and now of Dr. Criswell, the present pastor. 
And we have won millions of Catholics during this 
more than a centurf, all the way from the Gulf to 
the Pacific, in the once intolerant Texas of those 
limits. You may expect it still, and more and more, 
Mr. Pope. Would that you yourself could be won to 
Christ and the truth of the gospel, for your own sal­
vation and blessing. Why will you stay on in an 
utterly false Christianity, and lend your gifts and in­
fluence to its wicked propagation and propaganda?!!!

What a mass of superstition and ignorance in 
these news(?) broadcasts. Real news has to be TRUE. 
Lies are not news. All this we read about “masses,” 
“main altar,” “hands over a crucifix,” “St. Peter’s 
basilica,” “St. Peter’s chair,” “priests, tonsures,” “holy 
water” of absolution, red shroud, 144 other “popes” 
buried in that “basilica” are falsehoods, in phrasing. 
What a mass of lies, utterly unrelated to real Chris- 
tionity. Think of it! How many millions of Roman 
Catholics have we won to Christ and the truth of the 
New Testament, first where Spanish America for­
bade out preaching and witness, then where French 
America forbade it all, then where Mexican Ameri­
ca and finally the Republic of Texas prohibited it 
every bit. Thank God for those millions and millions 
of Catholics saved and won to the truth, some living 
on earth, some living in heaven. And thank God for 
the millions of such saved and witnessing converts 
from Romanism that are going to be won by our 
gospel witness!

Sincerely yours,
William Carey Taylor

Yr.<2.^
41 years Southern Baptist Missionary 

in Brazil, 10 years pastor in Ken­
tucky, Oklahoma and Texas, now 
preacher, writer and teacher in 
Kentucky.

JUL 8 1963


