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THE NEWER HARDSHELLISMS

Ye old-fashioned Hardshell was quite a character!
Apt to be a farmer, he might be able to go to his bank
and borrow money on his bare word, for his word
was his bond. He was a sturdy doctrinaire, formid-
able in controversy, a good neighbor and a kind
friend. Contrary to popular notions, including his
own, he was quite a missionary, a very vigorous
missionary of sorts — the sort that carries far afield,
and aggressively, his own doctrines, giving them
often a penetrating influence on all circles of his
environment. The original Baptist Church that mi-
grated to Texas was a Hardshell church, on a mission
bound! Mexico’s Catholic law, for its Texas province,
forbade the organization of any kind of church life
within its bounds except the Catholic. But no less
a Hardshell than Daniel Parker, State Senator in
Illinois, later Congressman in the Republic of Texas
— elected but unseated because a minister — got
around that law just like he got around a lot of doc-
trine of his Bible. He organized the Pilgrim Baptist
Church, in Illinois, and it moved into Texas, al-
ready organized. (A History of Texas Baptists,
p. vi, Chapter VI, p. 27, 45, etc., by J. M. Car-
roll.) The great Daniel called it “The Pilgrim
Church of Predestinarian Regular Baptists” and was
its pastor for some time in the Austin colony. He
was through life a southwide Goliath in the Hard-
shell campaign, in the spirit of his famous tract, “The
Two Seed Doctrine.”

My lifelong friend, Pastor C. H. Wilson, long pastor
in Kentucky, now of Detroit, has summed up the
original Hardshell doctrines in 11 points. We might
state them thus: No gospel preaching for lost sin-
ners, predestinarianism, the atonement limited to the
elect, opposition to Sunday Schools, refusal to pray
for “all men”, thus disobeying the command of “God
our Savior, who will have all men to be saved, and
to come to the knowledge of the truth” (I Tim. 2:1-4);
both election and salvation unconditional; regenera-
tion prior to repentance and faith, the Spirit being
the only factor in regeneration, instead of the Spirit
and the Word, as the truth is in Jesus (I Cor. 4:15;
Philem. 10; I Pet. 1:22, 23); declaring all saved alike—
idiots, infants and adults—without faith; foot wash-
ing a church ordinance; ceaseless warfare and
sarcasm against the support of the ministry by the
churches, even though the New Testament teaches:
“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which
preach the gospel should live of the gospel” (I Cor.
9:14).

I would add a twelfth point, the very essence and
chief earmark of Hardshellism, namely, opposition

to Conventions, Boards, Bible Societies, Sunday
Schools and all the varied cooperative agencies of
the churches whereby they work together in the non-
local aspects of the Kingdom of God. A classic on
this subject is “The Genesis of American Anti-Mis-
sionism”, by B, H. Carroll, Jr. This is the unanimous
witness of our Southern Baptist State Histories:
Early Tennessee Baptists, by O. W. Taylor; History
of North Carolina Baptists, by G. W. Paschall; A His-
tory of ithe Baptists in Kentucky, by F. M. Masters;
The Baptists of Virginia, by Garnett Ryland, and
J. M. Carroll’s work already cited. William F. Broad-
dus declared the Hardshells to be “half predesti-
narians.” “Do you know what I mean by a half pre-
destinarian? It is one who believes that God pre-
destined the end only, without the means. I believe
that God predestined not only the salvation of his
people, but all the means to accomplish it.” (The
Baptists of Virginia, p. 245, by Garnett Ryland.)

With Daniel Parker, in this civil war in our Baptist
life of several decades of the last century, were Wil-
liam Thompson and John Taylor. But there was an-
other, a greater, a more virulent foe in this quartet,
“the fourth and most renowned” being Alexander
Campbell (Torbet’s History of the Baptists, p. 287).
Campbell was really the founder of two “sects”,
Hardshellism and Campbellism, so far as dividing
the Baptists was concerned, though he did not ac-
company the other three in their Calvinism. This
anti-conventionism, anti-board doctrine, opposition
to anything but bare churches in Baptist life, is the
essence of Hardshellism, though our later gospel-
missioners came to that viewpoint while retaining
a restricted and unproductive theory of missions of
a sort, an inefficiency which they abandoned by
either returning to our Foreign Board and the South-
ern Baptist Convention, or advancing to have such
cooperative agencies, but calling them by other
names. Whatever you may call them-—conventions
or merely associations; boards or merely committees;
corresponding secretaries or something else — the
breed is the same, Hardshellism, in its essence, and
will produce after its kind. I write from intimate
knowledge of the movement for half a century.

Having noted these twelve elements of a far from
primitive Baptist type of life, the original Hard-
shellism, let us see some of the present day factors
in current Hardshellisms, which handicap the preach-
ing of the real gospel and “knowledge of the truth,”
while they propagate their own anti-biblical theories
of religion.

I. MODERNISM. J. F. Love wrote for our Foreign


















