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Attention and respect:
WMU getting it this time

RICHMOND, Va., May 13--The small group of women vho started Woman's
Missionary Union here in May of 1888 attracted little attention, and less
respect.

The notice they did get came largely in the form of criticism from
their husbands and other Southern Baptist men, most of vhom opposed vomen
organizing for any purpose.

It's a different story this time. The WMU "Centennial Celebration" is
grabbing Richmond's attention by its sheer size. Broadcast coverage is
reaching the rest of the country.

Every minute of each centennial assembly session is being videotaped by
five cameras scattered through the Richmond Coliseum. Video crevs are
covering all related activities. And Saturday afternoon's session is being
broadcast live via satellite to some 650 other Centennial Celebration sites
around the country. Those pioneer females of 1888 would shake their heads
in vonder.

Interestingly, the person coordinating the broadcast side of things is
a man. He's Stan Hill, WMU's video specialist, vho can be found in the
darkness of a video production truck parked backstage at the coliseum. The
technology and logistics involved, Hill admits, are daunting.

"“It's very complex," Hill explains. "It requires a lot of time and
effort on the part of a lot of really talented people to get it done."

Counting camera crevs, video and sound engineers, production
technicians and satellite uplink and dovnlink operators, Hill estimates 35
to 40 people are involved.

The Saturday broadcast (2-4 p.m. EDT) is the biggest challenge of the
effort. Leading into live coverage of the assembly is a half-hour taped
feature covering previous highlights of the celebration.
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The show will be uplinked to the Spacenet 1 satellite for the Baptist
Telecommunication Network (BTN), which will deliver it to wvaiting audiences
gathered for centennial celebrations in about 650 Southern Baptist
assoclations nationvide. The potential audience is unknown, but will likely
reach 100,000 or more.

The ACTS cable network will pick up the broadcast from the same source
and deliver it to vievers via the Spacenet and Galaxy III satellites.

But that's not all:

--All the coliseum sessions are being taped for potential future broadcast
on BTN.

--Since the Centennial Celebration is overbooked, video coverage of the
assembly sessions is being fed live to twvo overflov rooms at the Richmond
Centre and Marriott Hotel.

--A highlight videotape vwill be sold during the celebration and for several
months aftervard.

--News crevs from the local CBS and ABC television affiliates broadcast live
coverage of the “"Celebration in the Park" near the coliseum. Their nevs
segments on the centennial events also will be fed via satellite to their
counterpart stations in Birmingham, Ala., WMU's home base.

--Nevs segment packages are being edited for broadcast on BTN, ACTS and the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board's video progranm.

Last but not least, videotape of the entire event will be placed in
WMU's archives for posterity. If the world is still around in 2088, WMU
certainly vill be. The bicentennial celebrants will get a kick out of
vatching this veek's doings, and shake their heads at the primitive
technology used to record it all.
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--By Erich Bridges
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