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Baby stroller helps
With ¥WMU registration

RICHMOND, Va.--A baby stroller and valkie-talkies helped some Woman's
Missionary Union enthusiasts get through registration for the organization's
"Centenial Celebration" May 13.

Comfortable shoes helped, too.

The first participants began arriving a fewv minutes before 8 a.m. By
the time doors opened at 10 a.m., several thousand vere jamming the foyer of
the Richmond Centre and lines stretched around the building on three sides.

More than 11,000 had preregistered for the event before registration

closed the end of March, according to Karen Windham, WMU staff coordinator
for registration.

Betty Ikenberry of Richmond vas one of the first to arrive. A member
of the local arrangements committee, she vas dressed in a 19th century
dress.

"I don't vant to miss anything," she said. "If I come early I can see
the exhibits and people before I begin my duties as an usher."

Ann Brovn of Gretna, Va., brought a baby stroller to carry packets for
her group of 50.

And the baby? "He's with his granny today."

Judy Worrell of Yulee, Fla., arrived at 8:45 a.m. After about 30
minutes in line, she removed her shoes.

"I vish I had my Reeboks."

Worrell said she also arrived early so she "von't miss anything. It's
a once-in-a-lifetime event."”

One voman from her church cried as the group left the church parking
lot for Richmond "because she didn't get her registration in time to
attend.”
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2...Baby stroller helps

Fifteen women from Bronx Baptist Church in New York left at midnight
and drove straight to the Richmond Centre to register. Icylin Haques,
spokesvoman for the group, said they chose to register before checking into
their hotel.

Clovis McClung of Huntsville, Ala., was the first person through the
doors. She had been waiting in line for almost two hours.

“I've vaited months for this celebration. I wanted to start early,”
she said.

Tom Wilhite, a travel agent from Easley, S.C., stood in line vith a
valkie-talkie to communicate with 10 buses from South Carolina and Georgia.
He chose to register the group of 400 vomen personally rather than have thenm
come to the building individually.

“We'll pull a van to the back door and load the packets there," Wilhite
said. “It's much easier than letting them do it themselves."

Jacqueline Conley and Eleanor Cole of Richmond were among the 50
volunteers vorking at registration tables.

They also vere part of a group of local WMU members vho assembled more
than 11,000 registration packets distributed to people attending the
celebration. The process took about five days, according to Conley.

“It really vent much faster than vwe anticipated. At the end, ve had
quite an assembly line going."

The packets included information from the 20 Southern Baptist
Convention agencies, celebration program materials and "freebies" such as
pens, pencils and a pocket flashlight.

Marjorie Walker and Dorothy Tredwvay of Eden, S.C., had people hold
their places in line vhile they vent to the Baptist Book Store in the
exhibit hall.

As the starting time for registration got closer, the wvomen -- and the
fev men in line -- sang hymns like “"Amazing Grace" and “"Blessed Assurance"
and related stories of their WMU experiences.

Others held up homemade signs in efforts to locate long-lost friends.

Registration vill continue through Saturday.
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--By Philip Poole
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