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Weatherford says WMU
Cannot be taken over

RICHMOND, Va.--Because Woman's Missionary Union is an auxiliary to the
Southern Baptist Convention, it cannot be “taken over" by either of tvo
varring factions vithin the denomination, national Executive Director
Carolyn Weatherford said May 13.

Weatherford made the statement in an address to 670 official
associational WMU representatives attending the organization's “Centennial
Celebration” in Richmond, Va.

Weatherford said she is often asked vhich side WMU will go vith if
Southern Baptists split. "We von't go vith either side," she said.
"Woman's Missionary Union is united.”

She referred indirectly to recent statements by Paige Patterson,
president of Crisvell College in Dallas, that WMU's auxiliary status is
discriminatory tovard vomen. The missions organization should become an
agency vith a governing board elected by messengers to the annual SBC
meetings, he said. Patterson and others have openly attempted to gain

control of denominational boards through the trustee appointm
since 1979. s PP it progess

"Whoever it is that's going to take us over, can't,” W
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Ironically, the loophole that prevents any group from capturing control
of WMU vas created out of necessity 100 years ago. Men in the SBC did not
look favorably on the idea of women organizing, according to "A Century to
Celebrate," the official history of WMU.

The women “could have fractured the convention in 1888 with a rival
board of missions," the book states. "Instead, because of the kind guidance
and visdom of many men, they chose to call themselves 'Auxiliary to the
Southern Baptist Convention.' They wanted to cooperate. Auxiliary vas as
close as they could get to the convention vithout an invitation to be fully
participating members."

In an interviev after Weatherford spoke to the group, she agreed to
elaborate but said she did not vant to take anything awvay from her planned
remarks at the WMU annual meeting and to the SBC, both in San Antonio,
Texas, in June.

Weatherford said she did not vant to make the denominational conflict
the focus of the WMU centennial. But she did say she plans to set the
record straight in San Antonio.

The potential for a denominational split and the Patterson statement
have generated concern among many women, Weatherford said. She said she
vants to make it clear that WMU will continue to support missions, no matter
vhat else happens.

If the convention vere to split, WMU would probably support
missionaries on both sides, Weatherford said.
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