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When WMU calls, 
This woman delivers

RICHMOND, Va., April 13--AS thousands of women converged on Richmond 
bringing gifts for the 100th birthday of Woman's Missionary Union, one 
Illinois woman stayed at home to deliver one of the event's most memorable 
gifts.

Cindy Carnes, a member of Whitelaw Avenue Baptist Church in Wood River, 
Ill., deliberately planned to deliver her second child on Saturday, May 14, 
the date of the WMU Centennial.

More than 11,000 Southern Baptists were scheduled to attend the two-day 
celebration in Richmond, birthplace of the national women's missions support 
organisation. Representatives from 47 states and 25 foreign countries came 
to the celebration with symbolic gifts and thank offerings.

But none was likely to surpass Mrs. Carnes' in originality or personal 
sacrifice.

Mrs. Carnes said she was inspired by a statement made at the national WMU 
annual meeting in St. Louis last summer. In announcing the Centennial 
Celebration, national executive director Carolyn Weatherford said she would 
provide special recognition for babies born in the month of the celebration.

Mrs. Carnes and her husband, Mark, were already planning to have a second 
child soon. So they set the centennial date as a target.

“We're hoping this child will grow up and really be Involved in 
missions," Mrs. Carnes said. She and her husband both have been active 
missions leaders in their church--Cindy as leader of Acteens, the WMU 
missions organization for teen-age girls, and Mark as leader of Brotherhood, 
the missions organization for Southern Baptist men and boys.

As of May 12, Mrs. Carnes' doctor said she stood a good chance of 
delivering on schedule.

The Carneses don't have a preference for either a boy or a girl, she
said. They Just want a healthy baby.

"It would be nice if it were a girl, because this is all about WMU," she 
said. "But my husband reminded me that Brotherhood has had a lot to do with 
this baby." .... „ _ ...1 _30_ Southern Bapte)
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