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Auxiliary, cooperative nature
0f WMU stressed in speech, drama

RICHMOND, Va., May 14--The vord "auxiliary" drev applause repeatedly,
as 11,000 Woman's Missionary Union members witnessed key moments from the
group's past during WMU's "Centennial Celebration” in Richmond, Va.

In hushed silence, WMU members watched during the afternoon session,
Saturday, May 14, vhile actors and others, in dramatic monologues and vith
plain speech, brought to life WMU's first 100 years. Portrayals of history
shoved WMU standing for its right to remain an auxiliary, cooperative
servant of Southern Baptist missions programs, separate from denominational
agencies and boards.

One dramatic presentation recounted WMU's 1933 rescue of denominational
finances, when the Southern Baptist Convention's Executive Committee asked
the vomen to cooperate vith a plan to deliver the denomination from debt.
The WMU agreed to spearhead a drive in vhich church members vere to give
above the tithe to free denominational agencies from choking interest
payments.

In the dialogue during that presentation, actors portraying Southern
Baptist leaders questioned WMU's belief in a separate offering to support
foreign missions. The vomen gallantly defended it.

They agreed to the finance plan only after saying that they would
continue to ask Southern Baptists certain things: to personally give a
tenth of their incomes, to expand their giving beyond that, to ask their
churches to give 50 percent to Southern Baptists' Cooperative Program to
support the denomination's causes. They also established that they would
continue to raise special missions offerings.

WHMU established the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions
in 1888, the same year it organiged. Nov the offering supplies about half
of the Foreign Mission Board's yearly budget. Last year, receipts from the
offering totaled nearly $70 million. A counterpart offering supports
mission vork in the United States.

-more-



2...Auxililary, cooperative nature

A dramatic monologque during the afternoon featured “The Faith of
Ethlene Boone Cox," and her comments about spiritual growth and each
person's responsibility in giving. “We must not fail by holding onto what
belongs to God," she said. Other dramas emphasized the systematic,
disciplined prayer life for missions that characterizes WMU.

In a short address to the crowd, WMU President Marjorie McCullough said
the Centennial Celebration represents an opportunity to "rejoice in the
visdom of 32 vomen on this day 100 years ago wvho organized the union. We
are today vho ve are and vhat ve are because of their vision and their
visdom."

WMU has alvays kept missions its primary purpose, to "“support in every
possible vay the cause and efforts of mission," McCullough said. “We never
chose to be a missionary-sending agency, nor a controlling group. We chose
to be helpers -- support, auxiliary."
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