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Few men brave the throngs
Of women at WMU centennial

RICHMOND, Va., May 14--Pity the poor gentleman who got caught holding 
the door for ladies at the Woman's Missionary Union "Centennial Celebration" 
in Richmond May 13-14.

As the small group of women became a steady stream, one woman finally 
stopped and motioned for the man to go in. "If you don't, you may be here 
all day," she said.

Anyone who says the Southern Baptist Convention is a man's world 
couldn't have been at the WMU birthday party. Of the 11,000 registered 
representatives, less than 1,000 were men, according to registration 
workers' estimates.

Most men in attendance had good reasons to be there, however. Some 
were denominational executives. Some were home or foreign missionaries. 
Some were spouses of WMU leaders. When asked why they had come, men in 
these categories admitted they knew where their support came from.

WMU has been the major force behind financial support for the home and 
foreign mission boards for the past 100 years, raising more than $1 billion 
through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for Home Missions and the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Missions.

Ron Parker, an associate pastor from Charlotte, N.C., said the 
influence of WMU on his own life caused him to attend the centennial. "I 
was influenced early in my life by the women through the Sunbeams," he said.

"I strongly believe that the women are our strongest prayer 
supporters," Parker said. “As a staff member, I felt a responsibility to 
bring them here and to support them."

Throughout the celebration, men could be seen rallying the troops to 
board buses, carrying luggage and driving church vans. Church staff members 
who accompanied the women appeared to have won strong support. When the men 
were stopped to be interviewed about their life in a woman's world, the 
women readily came to the defense, extolling the virtues of their male 
companions.
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For all the hardships the men might have encountered among 10,000 
women, there was one reward. While women stood in long lines outside 
restrooms, there was no waiting outside the men's rooms.
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