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World's nevest WMUs help
100-year-old celebrate

RICHMOKD, Va., May 14--Some of the vworld's nevest Baptist women's
organizations sent representatives to help the Southern Baptist Woman's
Missionary Union celebrate its 100th birthday.

Paula Settle, a Southern Baptist missionary who is the first national
WMU director for the west African nation of Togo, came representing a
national vomen's group organized March 24.

Meliki Kaumaitotoya came representing Baptist vwomen in Fiji, vhere
vomen's work was started last December. The invitation from Carolyn
Weatherford, Southern Baptist WMU national executive director, came just as
they vere organizing, she said. Fiji is one of Southern Baptists' newest
mission fields. The first Southern Baptist missionaries began vork there in
the mid-1980s.

Kaumaitotoya said there are about 10 Baptist Women in her church and
the invitation presented a great opportunity for them to learn what other
vomen are doing.

More than 25 of approximately 60 national Baptist women's groups
vorldvide sent official representatives to the "Centennial Celebration,"
vhere they vere treated to special tours and fellowship meals before the
celebration began. Several representatives vere accompanied by other
Baptist vomen from their country wvho vanted to participate in the
celebration.

Panama, with about 60 vomen, had the largest national delegation
although recent political and financial turmoil in the country prevented
many of the 112 vho registered from coming.

Some of the Panamanians vaited in lines twvo or three nights to get
passports and visas, said Panama Baptist woman Paulina Crooks.
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2 ... World's newest WMUs help

Baptist women in Panama feel especially close to the U.S. WMU because
of a long-term association vith the Southern Baptist Home Mission Board
vhile the Canal Zone vas a U.S. territory, said Betty Jo Hensley, one of six
Southern Baptist missionaries who accompanied the group.

The Panama wvomen give to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Foreign Mission
said.

Crooks said she came because she vanted to learn about Baptist work in
the United States and experience the honor of celebrating vith the Southern
Baptist WMU.

The second largest foreign delegation came from Japan. Japanese
Baptist vomen paid for their national president, Kazue Suenaga, to come and
about 30 other women, including their executive secretary, Name Muramatsu,
paid their own wvay.

Suenaga said the women vanted to come because they've been influenced
80 much by the spirit of missions from the women of America. Like Crooks,
the Japanese women wanted to see Baptist work in the United States for
themselves. They would like to be more like the vomen of America with their
missions vision and zeal, she said.

Their trip is also one small vay to express their thanksgiving for what
the vomen of America have done for them, said Muramatsu, reflecting feelings
expressed by many of the international visitors.

Aduke Akinola, executive secretary of the 69-year-old Nigerian WMU,
told the Saturday morning assembly how Nigerian Baptist women started home
missions, weeks of prayer for missions and an adult literacy program in
their own country.

“You can never tell the length to which women can go if given
permission," she said.
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