' In looking for our objectives, there are hree m‘iﬂnﬂ in whi

" must look: UPWARD = INWARD = OUTWARD.
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UPWARD -~ Let us look upward to see what should be our purpose or ideal

to be reached with reference to our fellawshi§ with God the Father, God

the Son, and God the Hely Spirite

m- Let us look inward to see what is to be accomplished within
our souls as individuals in the way of development. The first cry of the
soul is for kmowledgee. .Another crj that we hear from within is that we
might be counted worthy 'by Him who is righteous. We hear a cry from

within that our faith be increased. Shall we not aim to satisfy it?
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OUTWAED - If we look outward, we shall find our true objective as a
,chu.rch. A church which does’ not 1lift its eyés upon the fields that are
white unto the harvest is worthlese as an aggressive force to Gode The
entire membership of such a church might é.s'well die and go a fée heaven
for they mean nothing to earthe They are a dead weight to Gods All
that we are, all that we may become, a.nd.r all that God may &é for us
must be .dediowa.ted to mee}t the outward challenge, which faces: the church
‘ tedaj. Isnt't God sa.ying' teo ﬁs today, eﬁ-sn as He did to the people of |
Peterts day, "™ But ye are an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
a people for God's own possession that ye may show forth the excellencies
of Him who calls you out of darlmess into th;s marvelous lk_ight.r'A We ‘ara
what we are for a purposes Do what we may for ourselves, it is in vain
unless God can do with us as He plaases. In large letters, I would write
upon the heart of every church member - BE STRONG, WE m NOT EHERE 70
PLAY, 7O DREAM, TO DRIFT. WE HAVE HARD WORK TO DO A.ND LOADS TO LII‘!E.
SHUN NOT THE STREUGGLE - FACE IT IS GOD'S GIFTe 3XE STROHG'

our cutverd look, we mist net o
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of the things or ends desired, but also that efficiency of action by
which it is to be realizede If one desires to climb into a window
several stories above the ground, he must not only see the window, but

he rust find a laddere One without the other is useléss. Even so, it

is a waste of time for us to visualize the ideal unless we see alike

how it is to be realizede. Just here, let me register with you once and
for all that I am a stickler for any form or methode I am not a stickler
for any form or method, but I:am a fighter for the desired ende The
choice of a road is not so important as the arrival in the city to which
one wants to goe How may we do it? First of all, there must be leader-
shipe No organization has succeeded without leadership. | The church is
no exceptions Let us get the proper conception of the pastor!s place in
a church, what his duties are, and what are his duese The church calls

a man to lead them in spiritual matters. This means a delagation of
powers To the Bible we must turn to learn what a minister ise First

of 2ll, he is designated as a bishop, one who oversees the flocke He

is to keep watch over the people. His mental attitude, study and spiritual.
preparation fit him for this offices Second, he is, also, called am-
bassadory one who represents with all necessary credentials onels soverign
power at the court of another. Third, he is called shepherd. ILinger here
a momente A shepherd - what suggestion? A leader, not a drivere Onme
provides for the essentials of life, one who protects and shields, one
who ministers to the bruised ones and carries in his arms the helpless.
The inferences that those whome He leads are sheepe A shepherd would be
powerless to perform his duties if he were given mules instead of sheep,
or if he were given hogs instead of sheep, or if he were given wolves in-
stead of sheepe The duties that a pastor serves as a shepherd aré not
more imperative than that his people be sheepe God does not expec{: the

shepherd to anoint the bruised places on a mule, or lie down with wolves,



or to go before hogse He is also calied,a steward of the mysteries of

Gode Paul spoke of the grace of God which had been given to him for the
Gentilese It was a grace on the way to the Gentiles and he, himself, was

a steward of ite Ministers are stewards of the @ospel, and it is required

of stewards that they be faithfule My prayer is that I may ever be able

to saywith the great Apostle, " That with me it is a very small thing

that I should be judged of you or of man's judgmenis. Yea,I Jjudge not my
ownself for I know nothing against myself yet am I not hereby justified,

but He that judges me is the LordM. From these passages, we must con-

clude a minister's work is with men, but his regponsibility is under God

i and Him alonee. We also see that a minister is depended upon those whom

he leads for volunteer service and obediences He is not given a.ny power

of any kind to force men to follow him, indeed, he needs none for the

purpose for which he was appointede Christians follow because they are
sheep, because they know their shepherd!s voicee The coercion to follow

is found in the nature of the sheep and not in the power of the shepherd.

The bigegest monstrosity on earth is a church boss in a Baptist church,
whether he be a tryaunnical preacher or short-horn deacone The very minute
that one aspires to be a church boss, he becomes possessed of a .mot‘ive

which unfits him for the service in the kingdom of Gode This fact leads us
instantly to the next essential to success in Kingdom worke Willing co-
operation on the part of alle The very genius of our faith makes it neees-
sary, where moral issues are not involved, for the balance of the power to
rest with the majoritye Although I am the chosen leader of this organization,
I give you my hand this day in token of my sincere purpose to march abreast -
without complainf with the majority of my brethren, unless it is a clear case
of the majority being in the wronge No trifle wlll separate me from this, but
I am going to say thie in the providence of God that certain men have been
called to the ministry and certain preparation has been provided for them to

fit them for the places of leadership in the kingdom of Gode A preparation
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which fits them for their duties Just as preparation in a medical institu-
tiones. When a pastor and people rightly understand both their separate task
and join"c task and then determine by all anthori’cly, both in heaven and In
earth to perform their duties, no powér on earth or in the waters under the
earth can stop theme Determination is an essential to successe Napbleon
said that he saw no difficulﬁies after he fixed his eyes ﬁpon his objectivee
Listen} There stood on the egstern hills of Jerusalem frem 1000 B.C. to 588
Be. Ce the most magnificant building ever erected upon this earthe The build-
ing for which David collected silver and gold was alone twenty=-four hundred
and fifty million dollarse A building which was the approach of a nation to
their Gode Do you ask how it is possible to realize such an achievement?
The explanation is found in the testimony of Solomon, " I purpose’ to build
a house for the name of Jehovah my God".

And the last word, I mention one other essential to the success of our pro=

gram - a wholehearted dedication of all under the cause of our Christe



