- motive of his life is to be
~to the sufface often in his epistles.
applause of the mdie!me if he can

'ught him. Perhs.ps today & fresh look

a#: the ﬁnwearied Christ will; puras o

. In the 10th vg;ae, he says, "For we 1 «
@ of Christ." The solemn outlook is .n¢ @&nﬁmd “to preq.chers but to everyane oF
us who elaims to know the Christ. We must be made manifest,like an open book, right in
- the presence of Christ. The Qudgement seat of God, at the ‘end of the éay, mits 3.11
~of us, and there is no crea‘ture thrl: is mt aninifest m Kis sight. ;

~ Paul continues by saying in the llth verse, e . ersna&e men," He proba’bly means
MWe try to persuade men." - In some instances Paul was successful, but not in all of -
~them. One incentive before Paul at this moment is the fear of the Lord.wiWkthi'the
gnégamen't seat of God in mind, he ssﬁk to be faithful to the men of his ganeratlon.
Paul’& knowIedge of the terr ; ”‘d made him saalous to persuade men. :

"The 14th verse gives us the een'bér of this beautiful chapter - the grip of Christ's ™
iove. "For the love of - Christ cons v s." They may think him erazy or-crafty
as. thery will, but that is a small matter to P Paul. He has caught a vision of Christfs -
“~leyg - for him as shown by his death for us &ll. We who have been saved by Christ hoou

1o ea- belong to ourselves. We.are to 1{37& mﬁé G&rist. We are bondslaves of Christ
purchased by the blood of Christ. ‘The: ip is'a bolé~eaa.» 1t ig-used of ﬁhos§¢
*fﬁ “fhe 3 i : ek

” us the ‘use of that same Greek: word. ,
will not let'me go." In a sense Paul ha cice sin
by the-love of Christ, It'is the’ magnet of ‘ieve that is :
_the slave of her sick child,  For this high pressure tege‘thar crestes a migh
pulsion and energy. The censtraint is not rmtraint; it is iwulse. _i:«i;,
~ holds the steam makes possible the amr& 'raaaure _that dgives the engzne ami oul
; he train. The love of Christ "presse d." I have no rest save in pushing on
‘ =.~f’or Christe It is the master passiom et Pwl—*s life. CSee Aoty 18~9f) :

?,, the secret of real life - it is Chrisﬁ.

‘ ‘i‘hﬁ ministry o:t‘ reeonciliation as pieture&’éfor us in the 18th and 19th versos ef

%hig Bth ‘chapter Tscone that will engage us and- o811l us to the highest endeavor. ;
In Christ we gee God reconciling the world to himself. We have the pioture of God en-

--deayoring to reconcile the world to himself through Christ. The love of God prompts
" the whole effect., Christ is the mediator between God and men. He must speak the mrd

. of reconciliation to those who otherwise will not know of God's love and pardcn T

 Christ or who,if they know, will hot heed. It is a work worthy of angels. He. oanaet"-"-
_hope to be successful without the help of the Holy’ Spirit whom Ged is amxious t 'fbestav o
(Luke 11¢13) The minister ig the interpreter of Christ to mem, -~ in order towin
men back to God. There is me
in time and eternity. We &

-garthly task so delisdte and fraught with such results
ﬁi‘Géﬁ"q eo-vmrkars in this great enterprise. (I Ccr. 3:9)_:~

3 "Be -ye reconciled to God." Paul says, _?'We are ambassadgrs. ‘
ist as thaagh Goﬁ were entreating by us."™ The word Tor —
s It is .common among the anoient uriters.

: wzo'hh verss _h ;a ue
> theréfor Vpn ‘behalf of
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e T

of Christ with men whom God so loved that: he. gave his Son o -die for’ them. . It i
surely a remarkable proSf of God's.love that he sends forth: ambassadors :to- beg meh
_to.receimw his pardon in Christ for. their sins, Paul is. ‘thoroughly convinced of- the
~ reality of sin. He never gots: out of.slght, of Christ. .He is Christ's ambassador:
- He must make his report to Christ. -He.is. to appear at the Judeement seat of Christ.
__He-longs o D well-pleasing to Christ.-: Meamwhile.the love of Christ. holds him.steadily
~%o-his ministry of reconciliation to bring on the rew order in ‘the world. -These men 7
“They -~

-.for yhom Christ died are‘worth’saving., Theéy were worth Lhrist dying for them.” The
" are worth-our living for. them, ~May GodigPant %o -make us'good witnesses of the love of: =
the. Lord Jesus Christ. - o : '

AsmmaE Ry U

"Notes on the Epistles" - A, T, Robertson = - s
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The 5th chapter, verse Il - Mthe feariof the Lord" - Many today regard #his as **

- & played-out motive,-but not so Paul. Hg has in mind versée 10 with ‘the picture’of .

the Judgement seat of Christ. We peFsus: 6, ha.says; in other words, we try to persuade.
I't;is alwe.ys ﬂ‘h&rﬁ worksi s o o . TR - t:'? : i . : . B ’
- Verse 14 - "the love of Christ’censtrains us" - “Sunee,hyéi“‘;;ne'ans' Eﬁnho}d‘:‘ﬁégether,

to_press the ears together, to press on every=side, to hold fast, to hold oneself to,
to press. So here Paul's conception of Christ's love for him holds him togethsr to
his task whatever men think or say. T B IR R

Verse 17 = "a new creature" - In this we see that a fresh start is mads. -

Verse 20 - "We are ambassadors therefore" - An ambassador, in Eph. 6:20 and in
other passages, indicates a man who has to be persona grata with both countries.,
Payl has & natural pride in this dignified term for himself and for all minis ters.
Paul was Christ's legate to act in his behalf and in his stead. The private life must -
‘be such as to make men willing to trust him. Here God speaks through Christ's legate.

"Get reconciled to God and do it now." This is the ambassadorss message as he bears
it to men from God. ’

- Verse 21 - "He made to be sin" - the words "to be" are not in the Greek. Sin here
~is the substantive not the verb. God treated as sin one who knew no sin., This fact

. throws some light on the tragic ory of Jesus Just before he died: "My God, my God, why
- didst thou forsake me?™ "That we might become" - noté "bedome". This is God's purpose

~ in what he did and in what Christ did.

Notes from Professor Hodge:

- Verse 11 - Influenced,says the apostle, by the fear of the Lord, I persuade men,

~

What this means is somewhat doubtful. The word expresses the endeavor to v
~convince, as in Acts 18:4,

.. _Verse-14 - "Constraineth us", i.e. controls and governs us. The word oeacha ,-
means also to restrain, a sense which many adopt here. The love of Che#ist restrains
me from-acting for myself. This a more limited sense, and is not required by the
~usage of the word which is often used to express the idea of being pressed as by e
; crowd, or figuratively, by calamity or sorrow. The love of Christ constrains us. It
<« coerces, or presses, and therefore impels. It is the governing infTuence which
~ confrols the 1Ife. It is being so constrained by & sense of the love of our divine
: Lord to us that we consecrate our lives to him. '

» B Verse 15 - "Do not live unto themselves" - Self is not the object for which they live.
. This is the negative description of the Christian.. He is & man who <(1oes z)lot live
: : B R OVER



The Entreaties of God = II Corinthians 5:20

Let us look for a moment at the wonderful mystery of a beseeching God and on the
~ other hand gHe mystery of men refusing the divine beseeching. Christ, the 8on of
Cod, and God the Father are praying that men may be reconciled. "We are amhassadors
on -Christ's behalf as though God did beseech you by us."™ We pray on Christ's behalf,
Christ is the pleader. Then God is bnseeching. Then Christ is again entreating and
praying that men may be reconciled.

To sue for love, to beg that an enemy will put away his emmity is part of the
inferior rather than the part of the superior; ¢the part of t he offender rather than
the offended; the part of the vanguished rather than the victor; &hrely-hotfthezpart
of -the king but the part of the rebel. Love upon the throne bends down to ask of the
rebel that lies powerless and fallen at his feet,and yet is not conquered until his
~'heart be won,that he will put away all the bitterness out of his heart and come
back to the love and the grace which aré ready to pour out over him. He against whom
we have transgressed preys us to be reconciled to him.

We are ambassadors on Christ's behalf. Wé pray you, not merely in Christ's stead,
but on his account as if it lay very near his heart, that we should put away our '
enmi ty. As we look upon Christ's life, we find that the secret of his whole life was
- “the stretching out, imploring, and welooming hands to men and praying them to grasp
his hand and be saved. Look at him on the cross - the very sublime of entreaty is
_seen there. The piercing note of pathetic invitation that sounds from that cross.
‘Christ that died, in his dying breath, calls to us and the blcod of sprinkling speaks
better things than that of Able (7). "Come unto me and be ye saved, all the ends
~of the earth." He begs us, even though you and I déserve different treatment. God

‘pleads with you; he pleads with you because there is nothing in his heart for any of
you but love, and the desire to bless you. He pleads with you because unless you
will let him, he cannot lavish upon you his richest gifts and his highest blessing.
He pleads with you, and beneath the level of your alienation and reluctance, saying,
"My son, give me thy heart. Be ye reconciled to God."

On the .other side of the plcture, man -is refusing a beseeching God. That is the
great paradox in history. It is an awful and solemn power that every little poor
speck of humanity has to 1ift itself up in God's face and say, in answer to-all his
'pleadings,'"l will not." The door opens from within., "If any man open, I will ocome
in." Hence the beseechlng; hence the wail, the cries, the urging, Love that stands
at the entering in of the city. pleads in vain. "I have called and you have refused.
How often would I have gathered you, and you would not." What an awful responsibility
is on you to accept or to refuse the pleading of the entreating Christ. Let me remind
you that the act of refusal is a very simple one. Not to-accept is to reject. Not
to yield is to rebel. You have only to do nothing to do at all. In refusing, you
refuse the highest good and choose your utter ruin. .It is not only supreme feolly,
it is the climax of all guilt. Look at the cross and hear him that hangs there
pleading with you. Do not refuse. "We. beseech you in Christ's behalf, be ye
reconciled to God."






