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Results.of Missionary* Labor,

If there existed a region on the face of fho
iearth where, in‘defiance of the Jaw which com-
‘mands, * Thou shalt have 1o other gods before|
me,"” the Divine Lawgiver himself were forgot:
ten, and demons placed on his throne ; where the
moral darkness had for ages been deepenmn and
eoncealing ubommatrons, till diabolical ‘ingenuity
itself had cxhausted its hideoos devices; and
where'a cloud stored with the bokis of disine dis-
‘pleasure 'had heen consequently cdllecting and
impending, ready évery moment to drecharge 2
tempest- of destrustion, would he not be an in-
strument of immense good who should hold up a
light in the midst o hat darkness, by which the
‘deluded vorshipers should see that they had been

sacrificing to devils, not to God, ‘and before
which tho*e dcmon« should fly?

Such regions therezre, The empirg of polytke-
ismis a realm of diabolical dominion. Tt assembles
‘its votaries only to blaspheme the name of God ;
€rects its temples only to attract the lightning of
‘tho impending cloud on their devoted hedds; calls
‘them atound its aliars only that i in tho very act
-of supposed atonement they may complets lherr
‘guilt; and gives thom'a protended rovelation only
*that they should believe a lie.” And such an

angel of mercy is the christian missionary, To
say. nothing, at present, of the decline of idolatry
in India, ard of the conversion of some of the
tribes of Africa and North America, whero now,
we ask, is the idolatry which lately revelled in
‘the Sandwich, the Marqucean, tho Paumotu, the
“Tahitian and Society, the Austral, the Hervcy,
the Navrg'\tors, the Friendly Islnnds and New
Zzaland, and in all the smaller islands in their
re’sp‘cclivo vicinities? Idolatry sfill reigns in
Western Polynesia, and still steeps its victima in
blood and guilt: what benevolent power has
swept the cuse from Tastern Polynesial The
‘miissionary of the eross has been there, proclaim-
ing that *“thete is one God and one Mediator
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus P—
and aboit ninety islands have *cast their idols to
‘the moles and to the bats,”* and about 400,000
idolaters have become the professed worshipers
of the only living and true God.

‘We admit, that the mere abandonment of ilolatry
is very remoto from seiipturdl conversion to God,
Butif the inspired History exhibits the Almighty
in ona continued contest with idolatry, is it no-
‘thing to find, though'it be enly about tha fifteen
hundreth part of his infatuated. foes lay down
their aims, and virtually acknowledge their guilt !
Tf the mero casting out of 2 demon jwas a benefit
to the dispossessed which called for his ardent
and lasimg grahtuds, is it nothing for whelo de-
moniac commaurities to Lave the fiend of idolatry,
whose name is Legron cast out of the hedy pol.
itie, andto be now found ¢ clothed, and in their
fight' mind? " The renunciation of afalso 1e-
tigion s at least one slep’ towards the adoption of|
!he true one. _

If we kneiv "of a region where the sun of
knowledgé—if ever ‘it shown there—set long
ages ago; where the dhsence of trath has not
uﬂrdy left the mind vacant, but in actual  pos-
session of desiructivo efiors, Tikea deserted mian-
#lon converted into a den for robbers and murder-

rersi and’ where trath is not-only Jost to man, and
Yatal'error i3'fo full po#sessron,’but whem man i
acfually ‘Iost 16’ the" truth—Tost ‘to the powet 6f
weven .intellectually apprehiending it when first

‘ preiented o lits mind; and if thero'sxisted a prd-
cesy by ‘which that darkness conld be ‘pierced,
those efrors explodéd, arid' this power 1estoré3
would ot he be &' great benefacior who' shm';ﬁl i
attempt and conduct it to a suceessful 1vsu§1
{That rcglon is. heathenism; thit process is ef
|cation; and that benefactor the christian mlssi

ary, Vrsrt, in thought, thé 200,000 youtht

and adult ‘scholars em'ng at 'his fcet ‘to’ recei’v\: 80

mstrucuon, and imagine what'all those’ 1mmom}

heings would' have been' if Teft to themselvc,.'

A considerable number would’ doubtless ‘have
Leen destroyed in rr‘fancy, ‘had he rigy gone
their rescue ; while, for the rest, the past’ wonh}
hava been all a fable, the future’ n‘bl:mk ‘and ﬁm
present would have been Speéat in i perpetua]
conflict whether the fiend -or the brate should
predominate in their mnature, Does the reader
deeply commiserato such a condition? Let hlm
remember that ‘the depth of his compassion is'a
measure, however inadequate, for estimating th
valee of that process which enables fhem.

emerge out of it. - Lot him observe furiher;,ng
the process .advances, how' the faculties recover
their proper pliability, how the understanding e}
Joices in the power of apprehending truth,: nnd
reason gradually resumes. its throne, and cven
the countenanca itself is humanized, *losing the
wild and vacant stare of the savage” ia the mild}
and .intelligent expression of the reasonable,
being; and let him remember'that the pleasure
which he experiences in marking the transformas
tion is another measure by which 4o estimats the
value of’ mxssrou.uy effort .~ Great. Comn:rsszorm

The Redeemer's Liast Connmnd, |}

In such a ‘day-as ‘this, in' which Ged has

opendd door ‘after’ doir for lié enlrincoof T‘{”‘%dm& {m nﬂenum.fnrgn.l
' gospe] and when the Macedonian cry, ‘“ Come

over and help us," is heard from all ‘parts of the
world, if any professed christian refuses to do a
part in fulflling -what -are evidently God’s de-
signs, how can he have evidence that he is a
true disoiple of Christ! Ilow can he go tothe
Lord’s table and sincerely .obey ‘the command,
‘Do this in remembrance of me,” while he.re.
fuses to obey the command which is equally
binding, ¢ Go ye into all the world and preach
the-gospel to every creatare.”  Were I'a pastor
of an American chuich, it appears to me that]
thould, without delay, endeavor 45 promote the
object 1 have now been advocating, And is
there no pastor-in our land who will take the
lead .in_this business?—no pastor who will set
the cxample of giving at lcast ene tenth of his
annualincome,.and who will leave no means un-
tried to induce his people to follow his.steps? 1
do believe thatif a pastor.could be found whe
would_be the means -of the general introduction
of this custom, he wauld be .one of the greatest
benefactors the church. ever saw, Theusands.of|'g
souls which mow, humanly speaking, must be
lost, would, in'the day of judgment,.tise up.and
call him blessed. Let this practice obtain,.and
soon wo shall find many who will not give mere-
Iy a tenth,’but one .half,.or .even more of ‘their
income tothe Lord, ‘There will be no aoom te
contain the.offerings which shall be brought.in. |

In the equipment and sending forth of an
army of an earthly king, much expense must
necessarily be Ancurred. . “The samo remark will|
apply to the equipment and sending forth of .an
army of the King of heaven, And this ex-
pense, as I have already cbserved, mast be in-
curred. It isas much the duty of christians to
give theit money to send the gospel ‘to- every
creature, as it is the duly of the ministers of
Chiist to go and bear it to’every ‘creature. No
one can be exempted from contributing a propor-
tionate part of the expense which must bé met
to effect this ebject. “The poor areto give of
theic penuryas well as the tich ef ‘thair abun-
danice; “He who does olherwrﬁe, 'Hiights Christ]
and’ 8an éxpect nothing clst fi'We daj of judgt
ment thad 'the -address,  For "I ‘was hungesed

3

dri ryau a stranger : and ye.
‘uaked and "ye clothed . me not;
rson mu{ ye vrsrted Jme.not. , Verrly,I

7y u‘nlo you* masmuch as ye drd t not: unio one
d

‘ rovrdenee, the coutuh
ha chiurchimast, be!Increated a: hindred ifole

d be-

1o part, with their mbney even |to rsave souls. ,Iq,
brethren, how‘ 1t,~wlth you' Ate; you hv.nn'
unto, yoursnlves, or unto Hlm -who died for ,you
arld roeq agam' A of you are. engaged n
seehrng sthe freasures of the world., ‘What are
'you scekmg them for-t Is it that you. may, heard |,
them up; for yoqr .own grauﬁcauon and for rhe
use of your hefrsi 1If this i is ypur, object, the
day s coming, when nothmrr hat unmingled Te-
| giet will ‘be. the couseq)uence. You will thes
find, that your own, ‘happiness would have been
much increased had you spent, them for Christ;

nnd tha; your, he)rs would have been much; more
heueﬁted had you ythouo}rf less of them, and
16 of the ¢ tause of. your Sakur. “There isa
n;ost gad delusxon abroad in the. chnsu:m church
regardmg the layrug ap.of, [property.: 'lhe on\;
[egrtrmate aim which, any;: fallower of, the Re-
deemer can, hava dn seeking’ large]y the treasures
DF 1he worl ‘nhat‘ he may, buy the brend of

pm'l.l and spmtua] wam m "‘w
f;umly he feels hrmself by

mankind i3 in reahty a part of his own, ‘famil

Scuddcr.

Chrrsuan \Iothers.

Mrghty mstrumcntalmes are needed for the
conversion of the woild, and as they are.not now
to be found in the church of God, we must look
for the tequired he]p from those ‘who 2w at
present in the nursery, “To the coming genera-
tion our eyes turn with intenss interest. Tt must
be trained in habits differing from those which
chain their fathers to.carthly things. It must be
fashionad to a new standard, “The mrssnonar}
spirit must be infused i into the heart of the rising
generation while it is in'iis infaney, and the im-
pression must ‘be made now.. "The: hope of the
church in our own land and the world rests,in a
Mgreat denree, under God, on the infant.sons and
danghters of pious mothers. 4

Chrrsmn mothcrs, our he'ms are sick and
faint with the burden.al perxshmo millions, We
look over the moral ]nndscnpe, and .our eycs are
wearied with the (reatiness of the prospect,
We look to- you, and hope again beams upon us,
W ook to you as God’s agents not only in}s
training labarers for adr,own Jand, but in training
missionarics for the whole world. “The hearts of
‘the-coming generation arc, in an‘important serise,
in’ your hand:—-—tﬁhm" shape' from your tuition.
In the eradles you rock, lig infolded tha hopes|$
of Christles$ nations. As' thie potter shapes the
dlay, so should you endeavor, under God, to
shape fhe heart df the generairon arhich 'is now
growing up, that it may become a mruérqnnry‘
generntion. A great responsibility in refererice
to raising up ministers of the' gospel devolvés

thrs trath, "Would that] could awakén in ydir
emotions correspondmg in 's6imd degtee with the
impartance of ‘it,'and Jead' you to'‘stick action as
may, through' the' unenuy of the: Hely Spirit, re-
salt ‘in‘inducing’ ;yourison# to become .ambasac

';dors of, thq €ross.r CouH Thut do ‘h"

R commg duya, murmur 1

he uorld xwrll he ,subjuoated to Chrrst But ;

and that he is bound to spend ‘his. surp]us funds |
upon them. He, seems teo little to, feel thatif|
he does not provide for them also, he hath denied |
the faith and is worse than an infidel.—Dr. |

upon yoi, “Would'that I 'eould ¢énvince you'of -

! ILdoubt.
not ‘that distant. heathe c?ntgneutslwould iin-
deep. thaukfulneas fo,
you,“and the 1sles of ithe sea would clap! their
hands wiih joy 2 Ibf{? i

) .'f;' M’i‘wﬁl i
+Iuteresting, Fact.. .,
" Referring 1o the*’mﬂuenc of “thé' gospel in

i

f Southem lAfrrca, orie’of" thd mlssxonhnes oS‘ ithe'

Amencan'Bonrd {hus wrll B

I Y .
1 haw been parucularly pleaued whrle at
Umlazr,

lses un the Sahbath ,; an dunn?
the § urtermrssron s II have seen her dlad et ap-:

parel; seated on a mat, amida, group'of females, ‘

{and addressing them in'a’most ated. manner,
whrle, from the solemmty of her»looks, and theiz
appearance, I jndged ‘she was felling thers of
something vrelafing 1o the gcspél And'T hava
beert: pletsed 0" chsérve that those ‘who | were
genetally aroiirid ther,' paid most: actemron‘to the
preaching ini ther megting-house: Thlsfemale has .
long' been-in ke habit of taking other femnlea
‘faway with - her" inlo ‘the. busk' for’ 'prayer,
and ‘often’cotiversing  with'thosé abont’ hiér 'con~
cerurnvthear ouls..” “Thus doks the mﬂuence of
the goespel mcrease “and ; as, Tisee ne
trme to ime comisg ‘ol from. ihéir

fus,
unmng their 8fforts on thé ‘sidd of dhnst, I]ook
gmd ) resnlt fxom the hbcrs of all

for -mcrcaaed

{bata few ars vet seenl Tiook. forw : rd to' ‘the day.

en- wherrmultrhrdes of; othets sHA tbiazé Totib} and.
e ihe clear heams of the Sun'o: ng'hteousness shali
: burst on ed in b

r.md und .au”’

A Great Worh Before (i

Whatever may. be the issie of the gre:n €Ofe:
flict in Eaurope, as to, forms of- gevernient; it i

‘{almost, certain that religious liberty will be, se~.
o cured, and the. press will be ainshackled. .. But.
'+ |resources for. making thess blessings available i

the work of general eyangelization; will be inad-.
equate, unless help come froim abroad. -Américan
christians and societies will have an enterprise of

‘{untold, magnitude: before them. Already. socis

ctios and delegates from Germany; France, and
Ireland arg pleading with. almost: desperate im-
portunity for tnemumhs“thar. fall from the table
of our.charity, When'the din of arms, and the

| contliet -of ;apinions: and iraces shall- die .away,

there will come such a ety as. never before
pierced the. ear of the:church ¢ not the muffied
wail of stupid idolatry, nor.of, bigoted Islamism,
nor of blinded Judiism, but: the, trumpet-call'uf
wakening. inteliigence and: conscious' want; from

| nations, .yearning for:such 2 faith’as has aflorded

us anchorage, while- they have been {ossed ‘and
driven and almost wrecked by the tempest, ¢
“Ate, we; :prepared to meet and curdially.te
respond. to ,such a providential schim? lsiour
conviction of the value .of 'the -gospel,.as the
grand. conservative element,of a"republic,idecp
and practical.enongh o impel us to :give univer:
sality toidt at home, and-then with open hand ‘to
provide for its diffusion :abroad, on. the.divine
principle, “Freely' ye:haye received; freely
give?’* Is our faith &trong. enough: to, conneot
all these. wonders in the drama of Europe.with
the throne of God, and. with:his. purposes. of
mercy :towards ‘an. npostate wosld t—Aintriean
Messenger.. . . i
[

~ Praying :and Giving, .
“The vumerahle father’ Sewall'of ane, r
entered’ n.meelmrr in behalf-of foreign: mrsmns,

TS

.
ioud

just a3 the’ collectors of ihe contnbuuous Wets

resuming ¢ ithelr: sealds " The ‘charrmanlnl‘frtlw

meeting’ requésted hint o lead in®  payer! *Ths



T_I[E COMMISSION,

Maveh,

old gentleman stood, hesitatingly, as if he had
not heard the request. It was repesied in.a
Jouder voico; but there was no respoase, It was
obsmed hqwever, that Mt S, was, fumblmg in
his pocket, ard preseatly.he produced a piece of
money, which ho deposited in thy :contribution
box. The chaxrm:m, thinking he had not been
nndexsmod said loudly; “T did'nt ‘ask you to
gives: Fatber ‘Sewell; T asked' you to pray.”
0, yes," ho 1cplied * Jheard you, but T ean't
prixv"ia'll Pre given something ' —Messenger.

: = =
Ply the Leven
Ply the lever, pioneers!” - &
;Many a waiting angol cheeis,
. Christ above is mzercedmg I
Here the Holy Ghost is ple:xdm,, i

And the promise of Jehovah
 Stands dpon his blesséd book:

yet greatly enlngo our mx*snonary operations,

Trom the report udopted by the Board in refor-
cuce to the new mission to Central Africa, we
select the fullowing paragraphs, as descriptivo of
the region wo propose to vecupy.

“¢The interiov country: of Africa watered by
the Quorra—a river which, from its source in the
Kong Mountains down to Timbucto, is callcd
the Jol-iba, or *great river§? and thence to'its
obtlet, tie Quorra, but is known to Enropeana as
the Niger—by tho tributarics to the Tchad, and
by other uiknown streams that prabably” exist,
way be'in genem‘ described as a fertile region;

life, either for the natives, or for Europeans whe
know how to take caro: of themselves,’ [Penny
Cyclop. vol. T, p. 190.}

# A portion of tlus region, called Western
Qood:m, comprehendmg the coumry west of the

well suited"to the habitation' of man, and appa- dlﬂxculty of securing suitable agents, and the ab-
tently not possessing a climate unfavorable 10 fsneo of this instrumentality in most of the

enlargement of our missionary operations at an
carly period.  Therefore,

1. Resolved; That during the next financial
year, commencing with the month of May, it
will be the ain of the Board to raise far its ob-
jects, at Teust, the sum of ticenty-five thousand
dollars.

9. Resolved, That our ministering brethren of
the South, bo hereby requested to secoud this
purpase of the Board, by a duo exercise of their
influence and co-operation among thoss for whom
they are laboring.

.3, Resolved, That in view of the extremo

States, that it be recommended to the churches
to.make a voluntary and systematic ¢ffort 10 se-
cure the contributions of their members, during
the forthcoming months of April and May.

4. Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary

shave thoir ‘heads: DBut ono of the most un.’
reasonablo customs is, the manner of taking
wives.  'The child is espoused to the man as
soon as it js horn, The man confirms a bargain
with the parents by the payment of a tiger's
tooth, or something of the kind, und continaes to
pay for hex as long as life Jasts, Whenever the
wonan dies, the husband is bound to pay a great
sum-fzy her death, and in caso the man pays the
sum, according to their custom, the. parents of
the deceased puts the man in possession of
another wife, 'They ncver admit death to take
place from any other cause, but her union with
her hushand, and hence, he is made responsible
for her sickness and death, by the payment of
such amounts as custom requires. Tho natives
also, in many instances, believe in the tiansmi-
gmtilon of the soul,

%euer from Brother J.. L. Shuck.

Quorra, from Timbucto to its entrance into the|of this Board, be authorized to adopt such
DL]L’! at Abbazaca, and dlslmgulshed lhrou\gbout. measures as he may deem most advisable to ac-
for i‘s fertility :\nd compat:\ﬁ\‘EIy hi(’h ‘tal‘ﬁ Of wn]p]jsh the ab(]\'c namcd objecg_

imptovement, includes the kingdom of Yauriba. |

- Cheeily; cheerly ply the lever!
W‘ "Pause not=faint not—falter Lever!
"Course the river, thread the alley,

The ship by which our several letters go, has
been again delayed, which affords me an oppor-

; From the hill-top to the valley,

Of this kingdom, Murray remarks: ‘It is one of

tunity of dropping you still an additiona} line.
The cause of her delay at present isa furious

Gothis bamen deser ovr, the most fivitful countries on the globo, and is|* The Tricnnial Mcetiug. galo which swept over uson the 21st fastant.

Sc.meung seed in every nook.

Gifted with a littla wing,
_ Far the seed shall loat and spring. #
- “T'rim your Jamps; dark Burmah’s centre,
. Shrouded, sealed, their light muss enter,
.Even the sacred groves of Beodha,
And the monarch’s golden hall,
Cheerly, cheerly, ply the lever!
Pause not—faint rot—falter neves !
With a trustiog heart and humble,
Toil ill Boodha s throne shall ciumble !
Monastery and pagoda ‘
Reel befcrre the cross and fall,
Alrs, Judon, |

: @I)t« Commission,
RICHMOND; -MARCH, 1849,

Central Afriea.

‘These iutérested.in the spread of the Redeeu
ee’s Kingdem, will be bappy io know that the
indications of God's; Providence: are such as to
warrant the selection of Central Africa, a3 one
of the ‘fields of labor to be seccupied by the
Board. For several ‘months th3 ‘question has
beea-under consideration, and after much thought
and prayer; has been affirmatively decided. Bm
T. I.'Bowen; a native of Georgia, but' more fe-
rently residing in ¥lorida, has beea appointed to
lead 'in the ‘enterprise. The charch he has
served in- the ministry, suffer deeply by his re-
tirement from the domestic field, but they cheer-
fally relinquish-their elaims, believing that the
Great Master calls him to-another wotk. They
will pot, in making the sacrifice, for Christ’s
sake, be. allowed to suffer. He can, and will
find -ancther who shall presxde and watch over
them.’

Itis proyosed to associate with brother Bowen, |-

a white ‘minister of suitable’ qualifications, pro.
vided he can be obtained, and two or three col-
ored brethren.. The attention of churches in the
the South is called to this-subject. We desite
to ablain young, haidy, energetic, and pious men
of color, a3 assistants in the work, It is not pe-
cessary that they be ministers, but they shoold
bs humble and devoted, ready to labor for
Ch:ist’s sake and his cause, in their father-land.
Any information which brethren can give to the
Board on this subject will be thankfully received.

We shall need also a great increase of funds.
The Board would act nnwonhlly if they should

be satisfied 1o proceed in their worl, withous}lections has arrived. The necessity under which

aiming to extend their inflcence in heathen coun-
wries, and to give a wider dissemination to the
glad txdmgs of ‘salvation, This is especially
truey in a day when God is bleakmg down inter-
posing barriets, and witha loud voice is.calling
upon his people to go ap and possess the land.
But the Board cannot operate without their
brethren, from whom they receive their appoint.
wont.  They look with confidence to tha church-
ea for support, in their arduous and responsible
work, Let our brethren; then sezionsly. and
prayerfully.consider the subject, and a3 Giod may

also well cultivated and densely peopled. The
fields are covered with thriving plantations of
Indian corn, millet, yams and cotton. The loom
is busily plied, though its ptoducts are not equal
to those in the neighboring country Nyffe,?
[Encyelop. Geogr. vol. 3, p. §7.]

#In thissalubrious and productive kingdom, our
missionaries might select a location, whence they
might easily cross the Niger into Nyfle, ¢a very
fine country, ‘occupied by the most industrious
and improved of ‘all the negro nations,’ and
theace €xtend their chains of stations eastward
-{ to the kingdom of Boraou and even to Abyssinia,
T ocated near the Niger, the commercfal high-|'
way of that entire. region, the missiovary may,

at any time, by means of tke Loats that ply on '
visit the numerous towns that stud its five bundred scholars are under a regular course

backs. Departing from hatunon, the capital of of inatruction. If the means were moro abundant,
- | Yarriba, a town 15 miles in circamference, wnh
3 large population, he'may descend the river,
visiting ‘Rabba, Egga, which-stretehes for"fon
miles along its western bank ; Kacunda, with its
‘peaceable, friendly and industrious people;’
and proceeding on to the point of ita confluence
with the Tchadda, ascend the latter and preach
Christ crucified to the immense multitudes of the
Funda country. Ot he may ascend the Niger,
stopping at the countless intermediate towns and
villages, up to Boosa, ‘the capital of a fertile
and well cultivated country ;? thence to Yaoori,
encompassed by wooden walls 30 miles in length,
and finally reach Timbucto itself, the mart of an
extensive trade, and distribute amorgst its mixed

its waters,

popalation the word of life, Or he may diverge
from the Niger, and ascend the river that leads

sacted influences, which will ultimately open its

to Soccatoo, “the largest city in the interior of
Africa,” and spread withiu its lofty walls those

twelve gates to let the King of Glory in,"

Receipts for February,

The receipts- for the last month were exceed- ciously used, will give the gospel o the whole

ingly small, amounting to not more than three or
four hundred dollars, We are aware that the
weather has been for iwo months unpropitious
for making collections, but it should not be for-
gotten that these circumstances make no differ-
ence in the Jiabilities of the Board,

. Spring Collections,

The period for making our usual spring col-

the Toard will bo laid, will require vigorous ex-
ertions on the part of our brethren of the-South.
Qur treasury has never been so low, while our
fiabilities have never been so heavy, We ear-
nestly entreat our brethren in the ministry to ob-
tain from cvery one of their church members,
28 far as possible, a frec-will offering tu the mis-
sion canse, We must not go back, Omward,
mest be out motto.  We here insest resolutions
adopted by the Board on this subject:

Wheagas, tho facilities for giving the gospel
1o tha heathea are daily multiplying, and where,

going forth of light on dark minds, the pleasure
manifested by your missionaries in their work, the
cordiality with which they are every where re-
ceived, fill me with delight, and I therefrom
infer, they will be delighted who sustain them,

We hope to sce a large assemblage of brethren
at the Triennial meeting of the Southetn Baptist
Convention, in Nashville, the first Wednesday in
May. It will be an important occasion in thy
history of our missionary operations. As these
great coavocations occur but once in three years,
all should make sacrifices to ba present, Let all
too, endeavot to take with them liberal contribu-
tions for the good cause.

Schools of Liberia,

The day schools in Liberiz under tho patronage
of the Board, are in a fourishing condition, as
are also the Sunday schools, Between four and

we might increase the number fen-fold. We
{trust the day is not distant when many connected
with theso schools will be converted to God, and
take their places in the great work of evangeli-
zing the heathen around thern.

Africz. Mission,

thus refers to-the encouragement he has found i
contemplating the labors of the year,

1am glad to have itin my power to repont to
you that the affairs of your Board here, are truly
interesting. We cannot speak of as many bap-
tized this year as we could last; but the perma-
nence of the work, the progress attending it, the

These results so different from what T have
been aceastomed, with the Jitile means, induces
me 1o take courage, and feel that $5,000 judi-

length of Liberia. Another thousand would
give the Dassas books in their own language.
Will not the colored chuiches raise $3,000 for
the special benefit of their benighted, degraded |,
brethren in Africa, aiid at once put the African
Mission on such footing 29 to render it comely in
the eyes of the world, and beneficial to Jong ne-
glected, much despised Africa.

}

Bassa Cove, Alrica,

Our missionary, brother Davis, thus refers to
some of the customs of the heathen:

In closing a discourse at Prince John's, he
seemed much ‘intercsted, and asked ma, # you
10 go puttee head 1 meaning, will you not close
by prayer? 'T'hat is a fair specimen of their
manter of speaking English,

The natives have a uumber of the. customs of
the ancients, among which are circumecision,
and mourning on certain occasions, especially at
the death of any near relative; the women then
tear the flesh about the breast with their finger

Seve:al warehouses fell, one of which had in it
neatly six hundred bales and boxes of goods,
much of whick has bucn damaged, A number
of large junks were driven ashore with valuable
cargoes on board, at Woosung, near tho mouth
of tho river. Immediately on the abating of the
storm, the tide rose toan extraordinary height
inundating this whole region. In the houses of
some of the missionarics the water was moro
than a foot deep. It came up over our steps, but
not into our -houses. Great damage has been
done to the cotton crop in the wholo country
round about. 1 suppose that tho cotton sold in
Shanghai this year will be five hundred thousand
dollars less than last year,

Since the storm, which indecd was what we
call a typhoon, there has been much visiting and
praying at the temples. In my morning’s dis-
course yesterday, (Sunday), I made speeial ro-
ference to this recoutse to false gods, and I en-
Jeavored to direct the people to that holy and
trus God, who ‘*hath his wayin the stoim,
and * pours his flood upen the dry ground.” In
the afiernoon we had an excellent discourse from
a Tea Chew man whom I baptized several years
ago at Hong Kong, He has heen ahout a week

Brother John Day in a leter dated Nov. Iith, gn Shanghai, having come up here ina Chincse

ink on business, He says thero aro no Tea

Chew people in Shanghai who woiship the. true
God. Ile may perhaps exert soms influence
among them, being about five thousand in
number.

We attend to our public preaching scrvicce
twice every day, with more or Jess encourage-
ment.  Some cases are not without interest. A
woman who lives near by, and whom Mrs. Shuek
has taught much and prayed with, holds out con-
siderable promise of being a sincera jnquirer aficr
the trath, Iler conversation yesterday was'of
such a character as both to surpriso and delight
us. Wo continue to hear favorable accounts
from the inquirer in the country, and some of us
design to visit his town.  One man in the city, a
huilder, closcs his shon on a Sunday and comes
to hear me preach.

What wiil be the final result of these casos
is known only 1o the Great Searcher of hearts.
Qur hopes ar not very sanguine, not our faith
very strong, And yet we do most solemnly
pray and desite to sce some souls soon converted.
Our hearts and our eyes ate turned to God that
he would pour out his Spirit. For this we
labor day by day and night unto night. W
long to witness too a general turaing to the
Lord, 1 think there is on the part of overy
member of our mission here, a manifest desire
to give ourselves up wholly to tho work of
teaching and preaching Christ among thehieathen
with a view to early 1esults. But we are. very,
very feeble, and I more than ever am led. to sup-
pose that, as far as I am ¢oncerned, 1 .must
surely be a most unfitted instrument ot elsa -
more good would result from my labors. I hog
a special intercst in your prayors, My. sincers
and. hearty desirc is to bring °ouls to, Ciirist,
May 1 more 2nd more fecl that my suﬂicwnc; is

prosper, furnish the:means by which we may

23, these indications of Providence,. warrant -an

rmlz On sumlar occasions men and .women

off GOd . L
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" Canton Mission,

' Oiu last advices, conveyed the information that
brother Peary had succeeded, afier a stormy
passage from Canton, in reaching Shanghai,
whither he liay gone on account of his health,
As expressive of his views of the ultimate plans
which the Board should adopt in regard to Can.
ton, brother Itoberts in a letier, not long since
roceived, remarks §

I think wo ought, at least, to have three or
four ordained preachets in Canton, and in addi-
tion, one physxcmn, one male teacher, and more
than one femalo, Tt stiilies me that we ought to
keep up three or four pre_ach_mrr places at least;
ono boarding male schuol, and one boarding fe-
male school, and several day schools round about,
causing the students to como to Sunday school
and preaching on every Loid’s day, their teach-
ers of course, and perhaps their parents coming
with them, Tho physician, I think, should
officiate at cach of our preaching places once a
week, and if thought expedient by the Board at
home and the mission here, should establish a
kind of hospital where the sick should be 1e-
ceived and curcd. We must take hold of this
work with mote energy or not expect to succeed.
Printing tho seriptures and tracts must, of course,
be carried on vigorously, and their distribution
as well the preaching of the word,

[ . ]
A Rapacious Missionary,

As the anti-mission party ate very glad to cir-
culate ever y little item which may seem to justify
their opposition to the diffusion of Divine Truth
through the agency of miseionary organizations,
tho following fact is very much at their zervice,
A candidate for a mission, to be established in
the very heart of Africa—entirely new mission-
1y ground—isolated by hundreds of miles from
any white settlement, was told by the Treasurer
of the society by whom he was to ba sent out,
that the difficultics wonld be very great, if not
insuperable, in remitting him frm timo to time,
such funds s would be absolntely necessary for
his support,  Well! what was the answer of
this mercenary, this rapacious man! Q! says
the anti, I know what his answer was very well.
"Throw any difficulty in the way of a handsoma
and certain support, and all his missionary zeal|,
would ooze out of his fingers crds in less than
no time. Net quite so fast friend. Mis an-
swer was: Gt me out there, and then leave me to
ohtain a support as well as I ean, It will take but
little to feed qnd. clothe e, and that little T can
gt L K

Besolmidns of the Board,

We call attention to the following resolutions
of the Board. They refer to un important sub-
ject.  Without God’s intluence, we cannot suc-
ceed in our enterptisa.  We need his dircetion in
the selection of fields of labor, and of men to
occupy them. Ilis sanctitying favor is needed to
awaken more of the missionary spirit among the
churches. 'The entreaty of thé Board, we hope
will meet with a ready response.

Resolved, That our brethren of the South, as
individuals and as churches, ba hereby requested
to -observe the time occupied by the Southern
Baptist Conveation, at its anticipated “mecting,
commencing the first Wednesday in May, asa
season of special supplication to God, for his
guidance and blessing in our effurts to give the
gospel to the world,

Resolved, That the missionaries at our various
stations in Chira and Africa, be desired to unite
with their brethiren in this concert of prayer.

The way to Obtain Missionaries,

Of 2l] tho schemes which have been devised
for accomplishing this object, there is but one
which can'be depended on. Itis that- which is
revealed in the seriptures, ' Pray ye the Lord
of the harvest,” Ministers are the gift of God.
Missionaries obtained in answer o prayer will
prove efficient laborers. Wae trust that. our
brethren will remember that the Board needs
more missionariag, and tliat thers i3 but one
sotzoe from which they can be obtained,

To Clubs,

In formlng clubs to secure the paper at the re-
duced price, it must be borno in mind, that the
papers are to be mailed to one individual, who
will receive them at the post office and distribute
them to the subscribers, When the, names of
the subscribers are written on the paper; and'an
account opened with' cach, the price wxll be
twenty-five cents per annum, :

Christian Obligation, -

#She hath done what she could.” Sach
was the testimony borne by Christ to' Mary the
sistet of Lazarus, when she poured upon his
sacred person her alabaster box of precious oint:
ment. ‘What an eulogium., Aund from' such
lips too. Blessed woman, unknown perhaps be-
yond the boundaries of her' own village, litilo did
she imagine, when she was filling the rocin with
the ‘perfume of her unguent, that shew as per:
forming an act which would £l the world with
the fragrance of her memory.—J. A. James.

How many Marys are there in our churches
to whom the same tribute could be paid?

Important Questions,

1. What have you done for Christ?

2. What are you now deing for Lhnst!

3. What can you do?

4. What will you do!?

5. What ought you to do?

Singing and Contributing,
Children are attentive ol. . sers, and. their re-

marks may often afford instruction to older heads.
A little boy on his return’ from a missionary

meeting said to his father: * When the people
were singing Mr, A, sang the loudest of 2,

"‘.Shall we whose hearts are lighted,’ &e.,

but when the collection box came around, he did
not put any thing in it,”

Pleasing God,

When Epaminondas had won three battles
over the Lacedomonians, the subject which gave
him the most satisfaction was the pleasure which
it would afford to his father, The christian has
a heavenly Father whom he should strive in all
things to please, and the consciousness of doing
so ought to be an ample. 1emuneration for all his
struggles and toils,

The Great Treasure,

Patrick ITenry closed his will with the follow-
ing passage:

“1 have now disposed of all my property to
my family; there is one thing more T wish T
could' give them, and that is, the enristian rcli-
gion. If they had that, and T had not given
them one shilling,. they would be rich; and if
they have not that, and I had given them all the
wotld, they would be poor.”

Christian rcader, do you posséss this treasure ;
and are you not anxious to be the means of con-
veying it also to your fellow-ment

The great donor himself has said: * Freely
yo have received, freely give.”

The Inauguration,

The inauguration of the President elect has
just taken place. Tt is said to have been an im-
posing spectacle. He who has been all his life
familiar with the fatigucs, privations and conflicts
of the camp, now enters upon the highest honors
within the gift of a great nation, But how in-
significant are all these, compared with that
spectacle which shall bo exhibited to an
admiring universe, when the saints shall be
crowned, and when they shall reigu forever and
ever. DBut let all the disciples of Christ remem-
ber that this is their militant state-—that now they
are to engage inthe war with sin and to seek
the subjugation of this revolted world tv the do-
minion of Jesus. Let not tha sacrifices necessa-
ry ta give the gospel to the. world, be regarded
by those who are expeetants of a crown which

A Worldly Spirit,

What is the spirit of this woild? 1t is su-
preme devotion to the interests of the body and
time. “They that are after the flesh, do mind
the things of the flesh,” This spmt, pecu]xat to
the unregenerate, is unspeakal-ly offénsive to God.
“ The carnal mind is eomity against God.” It
fsin usclf opposed to God, So he regards it.

Is it Tot possible for christians themselves to
yield to ihisinfluence! Undoubtedly itis. That
they may be brought into bondage to the spirit of
this world, the great adversary employs his strat-
agems. :md exercises all his influence. Handllng
the things of thxs world, and mingling in ifs con-
cerns, they are in serious danger of ]osmmsxght

of spmtual realities, and o forgetting the great}

desxgn of their ‘stay upon the earth,, Brethren in
the Lord, suffer the word of exhortahon, Hwe

ate debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the |
"The|

flesh,”  We have nobler objects béfors vs.

glory and triumph of our adorable Redeener, |
the subjugation of this revoltéd warld fo' his|
sway; these are subjects which should chiefly| -

engage our hearts. Let us subordinate all other
objects to these. Ouw time, influence, propeity,
all, let. us consectate’ to Christ. The greatest
posslble amount of good with the means Gop

'| gives us, we should endeavor every year to ac-
comphqh :

 Appeal to Young Pemales.

It is in the power of young ladies in all our
churches to do much on behalf of the mission
cause. ‘Their influence is by no.means small,
and if exerted in the name of Christ, for the
good of the heathen, it may reach into distant
generations, and to the undying ages of the
coming world. We are pleased to know that in
some placesat the South, they ate forming sew-
ing circles, devoting' the avails of their needle
work to foreign missions. In other parts- they
are opening subscriptions, and securing of their
friends the means to:aid in this great design..

As an jncentive to our young'sisters, they may
bo reminded of ‘the debt they.owe to.the gospel:
Their present happy and: rightfu} position in, so-
ciety is to be traced to chiistianity. To llustrate
this, we introduce an affecting reference to sume
of the cruel customs of the heathen, as related
by Dr. Scudder who has been for many years a
missionary in-foreign lands:

The destraction of femnale infants is a thing
of frequent occurrence, Among the Rajpeots;
in Malwa, and the nothern provinces, it is impos-
sible’ to calculate how many of theém are put to
death, A gentleman of the Bengal servica was
sent by the government throngh the northern and
independent kingdoms to find out the number.
In the provinces through' which he passed the
principal chiefs'acknowledged that they had mur-
dercd many of their owa children, and that they
knew' their neighbors had destroyed many of
theirs, and that this rite was rooted in the affec.
tions of ‘the people. In one village thers were
fifty-one boys but only foutteen girls. In a sec:
ond, sixty-six boys and ‘only fourteen girls. In
4 third, seventy-nine boys and only twelve girls.
In a fourth; ten boys and only two girls, Ina
filthi, fifiy-eight boys and only four zirls. Ina
sixth, twenty-two boys and no girls. '

The relation of onie more instance on this point
must suffice, Some time since, the wife of a
native prince or Rajah had 2 litle daughter,
The father ordered her to be put to death imme-
diately after she was born. A second, a third,
a fourth, and a fifth little daughter was born, and
these also were murdered by a similar command.
After asixth litile daughter was born, the moth-
er’s heart yearned over her: I cannot part with
this daughter, said she, T will have her taken
away and hid, that the king may know nothing
about her. e thought that she also bad been
put to death. The poor mother nevé: dared to
send for her little girl. She never saw hcr
again, but died some time afler, ’

When this little girl was about cleven years of|
age some of her relations ventured to bring her
‘to her father. She was a very beautiful child,
and they thought that he would be struck th
the sight of hcr, ard would love her for the sake

of her mother.who had died, The little girl fell perty,) for foreign missions! = 7 .

fadeth not away,

at his feet, claspsed his kneés and laoking up in
| his facg said, my fathér. The'interview bétween
the father ‘and daughter was but short, for'he
seized .her by the; hair .of, her head, drew- his-
sword fiom:his: belt, and ‘with .3 single- atroke
took off her head "

s

Be Always Gwm

The sn gxm ever; 50 tl\e earthy

What 1 can give 1o 'much s worth,

The ocean gives fa many ways; :

Givey paths, glm ﬁﬂm, rivers;bays;

So, too, the airy i gives s lu-euh ;L

When it ltops giving, comes i dealh.
Give, give 'be ilways pving: S
‘Who givei not, is not living.:

The more you give,

Themore youlive, .

God’s Jove halh in us wealth upbcaped ¥
Ouly by’ giving it Ia feaped,
Theé body withers, and the mind,-
If pentinby aselfish ripde: - - o
Give strength, give thought, give deeds, gln pdf
! Gire love, give tears, and give thysclf.
{Give, glvc, be alwayl giving ™
Who givés not, is ot living, -

“The more we give,

The more we live,

¥
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An Earnest Appeal.
We thank onr Liother, Dr. Jos: S. Baker, for
his ‘earnest appeal fo“the Gedrgia: Baptists, in

| thie Christian Index of the Ist inst: The'passdge

that follows'is so appropfi:ite to all ‘parts’ of the
" {South that-we gladly give it‘a- place'i m our, col-
urans.

““We are, as yet, doing camparatxve]yv litile
' |towards supplying the destitute; either ‘at' home
or abroad; with the glorious ‘gospel ‘of our’Lotd
and Saviour. ‘'We hare'taken’ 'possession of but

few points in the' enemy’s Jind, and those few-

are not a3 well supplied with the' munitions'of a
spiritual. warfare as they foight and should be:

Our voice"of warning" and admonition—if ‘we
may' e permitted to vary ‘our’ figure—has' riot
been heard by one in‘a million of: thésé who are
§tanding’on the brink of éternal tuin. O think of.
that, ye ‘who love God and the soals of’;‘oﬁr
fellow-mcn, and Jet us see'if the Lord' will not
help us to lift'up ocr voices'a liitle: Touder. ‘We
are taught {0 “cry “aloud and spare rot. Ll §
sotls petish through our apathy or covetousness,
will it not be'a solemn and a fearful thing, breth-
ren, to' meet them at' judgment seat! ~ Would
tbey not, in such"an evént, think you, 1mprecme
upon us the vengeance of feaven?

Let no one 3. T'am 109 poar, Tean give no-
thing.’ Thexe is no one who is blessed with a
sound body., and a sound mind who cannot and
ought not to give something to aid in sustaining
and spreading abroad the blessmgs of a preached
gospel. A native preacher among the Sgau
Karens urged on those whom he had bapnzed
their duty to help support the guspel.’ They
answered, ‘we are poor and. can’ do nothmg
He replxed tbefore you received the  gospel you
could cheerfully give much to support your =ms,
—why can you not now give a little to bepefit
your own souls and to save the souls of others!
If yon love the world mote than you love Chx'et,
you cannot be saved—you arc rot yet. true disei-
ples.’ ‘The argument of this converted henthen
was good-—it was conclusive, Those to whnm
it was addressed felt that it was unanswerable.
They agreed to make o Jeginning, by mng
each half a rupee the year, May not the szme
argument be applied with equal force and propri-
ety to us? If we 1esist it, will not these heathen
1| converts tise up in the Judgment and condemn
us? Heloved brethren, weigh these things wcll
Tust here it occurs to us, that the faxthfu]ness of

this native Karen preaf-hez [may sexve as a ra-
proof to many of us. Brethien'in the ministry,

ae. we careful to inenloale on these whemiwe
baptize, their duty to contribute, of their; earthly
substauce to support the, gospel? o
e dr

Form of BequesL .

T herchy give and bequenth unto the Soulher;t
Baptist Convention, formed in AuFusta, Georgis,
in‘the month of May, 1845, and chattered by the
Legislatuio ‘of ‘the -State: of Georgiy, by.anvdct
passed and approved Dec. 27, 1845;. (here insert

the amount, if in money, or subject, if, other.; e
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TIE COMMISSION:

Mareh, 1849,

¥ NI . N ey Y
“Worthy Object of ‘Solicitude,
Most heartily do we respond ita the prayer of
oux brothér Taliaferro, in ‘his' sérmon! beford the
Alabama ‘Baptist Convéation, contdined in- the
following extract, B 3
4 Suppose it were so,and that it could be cet-
tainly ascertained 0] bayso; that there were on
this whole carth, but one'single hunan being, not
a friend to God by faith in his Jon. It were an
an object worthy the gmbition of the whole hu-
man race, to peril all its ‘earthly interest, and ex-
haust all its availabla resources, in cuming to the
zascue of this guilty, unfortunate and miscrable
being,  All nations might send their ambassadors
& himy and on every family altar, and on every
national altar, might daily sacrifice of prayer e
made for im?* But alas! alas! ‘there are per-
haps, not less than eight hundied millions of hu-
man beings doomed to eternity iu-this sad and
deplorable state!  And can we'fold ‘our arms in
2 cold and heartless indifferenc, and permit them
to perish?  Blessed Jesus, breathe, Oh breathe
into thy people, the spirit -of ‘missionary enter-
prise and zeal,” ‘

, For the Commission.

1 rejoice that & cheap. inissionary paper has
bean commenced, viz: * The Commission,' at so
low_a ratg, as to be within the reach of every
ona who desires isformation upon the important
sabjeet of missions,. And what christian is there
that does not desire information aud feel a deep
interest .concerning this heavenly enterprise!

xNOﬂG:Smlh who has any just conceptions of

its natore and importance,

A missionary spirit is the spirit of the gospel ;
ft i3 the spirit of Christ. ¢ Now, if any man
have not the spirit of Christ, he is nong of his.”
Trae, spme real christians do either opposo or
are indiffereat towards the mission enterprise.
This, I take it for granted, is owing either to
misconception, or lack of infoimation, T the
thing itself—the ‘objects contemplated, he cannot
be oppesed. 1 would as soon believe a healthy
buman being cocld loathe bis necessary food, or
the vital air he breathes. A christian not in
faver of the spread of the truth, that which has
been the instrument of his own spirituai life, and
of redéeming him from eternal woe! Impossible.

Vhat 2rus christians need to stimelate them to
do what they can towards spreading the truth, is
ight. Every real christian, from the hour of his
conversion, has more or less of a missiouary
spirit.  Bat many are not informed with regaid
1o the wasts and condition ¢f the woild, and the
<cncouragements they Lave in the Divine promi-
se3, and the scecess to missionary éffors, to labor
and pray for its more abundant suceess. Sucha
paper as “The Commission,’’ could it bé general-
ly circalited among the churehes, T am persua-
ded, would do much to impart the peeded light.
And why may it not be generally circalated? It
seems to me a litile effort on the part of pastors,
deacons and other influential brethren, would
soon secure soch’a circalation. ¢ The children
of this world are wiser in their generafion than
the children of light.”” During a presidential or
other political campigr, the devotees of party
ate both busy and successfol in cirenlating into
every gook and comner of the land, papers and
documents advocafing their respective party
views, Have christians been equally active in
spreading light concerning a far more important
matter, viz: the converston of the world, the
unisersal prevalence of the gospel! 1 fear not.
1 would most affectlonally entreat brethren, cs-
pecially ministers, to think of these things and
£ lo work, - M.B.S.

Indian. Mission,

We rejoice at tho success of our brethren who
g in the employ of the Indian Mission Associa-
tion. Brother Ilay, tiae of ‘their missionaries,
thus speaks of some of the results;

“The society hava ‘been 2iding a few men,
mostly natives, for the last few years. Unuil
Deceiber; they did nidt have 3 white man in the
Creck fation. Great prosperity has attended'the
churches, {The preaching of the natives has in-
tevested the: tribe,. and ‘the :different churches
favo aliags "had" largs ‘congregations, and ‘3t

members,  Six:years since'the number of mem-

bers in the nation did it exceed 150, with two

churches and two or three preaching places.

At présent thero are soven Daptist churches
and about ten preachlng places, with 550 com-
mudicants, The denominstion have had supe-
ri_Qi" native assistants, Rev. Joseph Islands,
whom every person loves to spéak highly wof,
dicd last March, Ile was the first minister of
the Notth Fork chusch, and continued their be-
loved pastor, in labors abundant, uatil death. Ay
the time of his death the church numbered 175;
now it numbers 210, Those added sinco have
been deeply affected by his loss, and, no doubt,
his death has been the means of their convesion,

A school was commerced list January—uow
Tas 30 scholars.  For a day school the attend-
ance is excellent, Five could read in casy les-
sons, and thiee spell words of one sylable. At
the close of the session, of 22 weeks, 21 werg
reading.  Eight leamned their lctters first by
using the musical alphabet.”

Children’s Department.
What a Little Girl can do.

We have received a letter from a little gitl,
only eleven years old, with twenty-two subseri-
bers for the Comemission. We sincerely pray
that she may enjoy the smile and blessing of her
Heavecly Father, and continue to be. useful as
she has aheady began. Litile girls, who read
this, will you do as she has done! You may
procure names for the Commission, or collect
morey from your friends, or eawn it with your
needle for the purpose of sending the bread of]
life to the perishing among the heatken,

Children, Read This,

Un the coast of China thete is a large city
called Foo-chow. It contains above half 3 mil-
lion of people, all of whom are sunk in beathen
darkness. It is sitoated on the bauks of a noble
river called the Min, The surrounding scenery
is of the Jovliest kind. Tts fair blda mountains
in {he distance hem in a valley of fertile fields,
in which crops of rice and sugar-cane, orange-
groves, and fir plantaticns, delight the eye with
their varying colors. A street nearly three
miles in lergth leads frim the southern gate of
the city to the river, where a little town called
Nan-tai has sprung up, and is inhabited by fish-
ermen and sailors who frequent the port. A
steep hill leads the visitor, by a sudden ascent,
along the streets of Nan-tai to a spot which
affords a full prospect of the city below and the
country beyond, with its busy and eaterprising
population, Here, oo, iz the general busial-
ground of the city. In all directions are to Le
seen thousands of tombs—from the spacious,
well-paved monument, which conceale the bady
of the wealthy noble, to the bare hillock which
covers the remains of the beggar. Close by are
numerous temples, within the walls of which
may be heard the beating of drums, the sound-
ing of gongs, and the slowly-uttered chantings
of heathen priests, To these buildings the poor
gons and daughters of affliction bear their tale of|
sorrow, and vainly seek the help of them which
are’ no gods. Let the following instance of
superstition, of which I was an eye-witness,
furnish a specimen of the wrelchedness of the
heathen, and of the vain delusions of a gpoor
Chiagse in affliction.

In a pretty retired spot there stood a little tern-
ple, approached by an outer court, and having
above the gate at the entrance, the inseription,
“wan chang kah;" which means, a chapel

Jerected to the honor of one of the etars, or

deities, of a sect of Chinese idolaters who proud-
ly style themselves * The scct of Reason,” On
entering this gate, we pass through a paved
court, and over a flight of stone staps, into an
inner squarg, where a number of idols are placed
aronnd the building, and alars are set out with
the various atticles and utensils employed in the
temple services, Ilere there were assembled to-
gather, on my visi: to the place, a few priests,;
‘with their attendatts and pipers, ready to go
through their foolish rites. T one pant stood' &
Chines¢ who was plunged ‘into deep aflfiction. by

wife. He had come to lay his sorrows beforo
the principal idol, and to hire the services of the
superintending priest.  Soon the naxious hus-
band appeared before a platform, which he had
covered with a foast of cikes, sweetmeats, fruit,
tea, and wine, as o ofléring ta the idal. Here
ho frequently buwed his head to the ground be-
fore the image, and knocked his forehead several
times on the pavement. The priest then ap-
proached, and bere “his part in tho proceeding.
He commenced to recité a'prayer in a low mur-
muring tene, whilo an assistant staod by beating
time, on -a hollow piece of wood, to bis chant-
ings. At one time he prayed in a scolding voice:
at another time ho addressed the idol in softly-
utteted topes, At one time he pretended to
whip the ovil spirit: at another tima he tried to
coax away the imaginary god. One moment he
stamped the ground with his fect! the next mo-
ment he indulged in tumblings, and throwing his
foct into the air. After half an hour’s frantic
noise and beating of drums, a quantity of gilt
paper was burnt, and the fiery flakes were scat-
tered about; some fire-works and crackers wore
discharged; the priest bound up the hair of the
husbund into a lucky knot on the crown; the
former ceased from his noise and his whippings;
and the latter, afler payiug a sum 6f money for
the temple, returned, apparently satisfied, to the
sorrowful scenes of his home.  is mind scemed
to bo lightened of its load of grief, and he de-
lighted himself in the prospect of his wife's re-
covery ! "

Dear children, you would be tempted to smile
at this instance of gross delusion, but for the
solemn nature of the folly which it displays. A
mighty kingdom, the larpest nation in the world,
havo no better comfort in sorrow than that which
haa been described! The Chineso boast of their
ancient learning, and of the celebrated sages
whom their country has produced. And yet,
without the gospel, the first storm of affliction
finds them unprepared—having no hope, ‘and
without God ia the world.~Ch, Miss, Juv, In-
structor,

What Can a Little Boy do?

Near Combaconum in India, thete lives 4
Hindu, who once seemed truly sotry for his sins,
and cast away his idols, and was baptized, After
a time this 1an went back into the ways of sin,
Ha left the chapel, and left the missionaries; and
they mourned over him' with great sortow,

But one day he came back to Mr, Nimmo, the
miseionary, and said, ** [ have been very wicked,
and I can find no rest, T wish to be a christian,
Will you teccive me again,and take my children,
for T wish to have them brought u in the fear of
Gad.”  His wife too, joined in the request,

4 What iy it said Mr. Nimmo, ¢“that has

brought you back again? Iow have you been
taught to see the evil of your way?® “ltis
threngh our youngest boy," said they—a little
fellow about six years of age, ¢ My son is my
teacher,” said the father; ‘“he serves God, and
whenever I look at him, I am ashamed of my-
gelf.” ¢ My boy is always persuading me to
throw away my idols,” said the mother, ““ and |
can no Jonger delay.”

This dear little buy was a scholar in the mis-
sionary school,  Mr. Nimmo asked him wlat it
was that had led him to serve God, and he said
it was the questions that were put to him at the
school, Sunday school teachers, you that have
little children six yeara old in your classes, mark
this: ‘and Sunday scholars, you little children,
who are just six years old, mark this. 'Think
what a litle boy may do.—1éid.

“What Can You Say, Sir?”

When Thomas Hoopoo, a native of the South
Sea Islands, had been about two years in the
Cornwall Mission-school, be took a jotrney with
a friend, and spent an cvenirg in a select compa-
ny, who were much cntertained by questions
propoéed to him by an irreligious lawyer, and his
amusing answers, At length Thomas said, in
substance— " ¢ , o

“1-am a poor heathen boy, Tt is not sttange
that ‘my ‘bluriders in” English should amuse you.

most of the monthly mcetings have received

the Severo illacsa and expected death of kis

e

But woon there will bo 2 larger ‘raceting than

this. Wo shall all bo-there. Thay will ask us
all one question, viz: ‘Do you love tho Tord
Jesus Christ?? Now, Sir, T think I can say; yos
—Wlhiat will you say, sir?” ;

Ho ceased : a death-liko stillness pervaded tha
room. At length it was broken by u propasition
of the Jawyer, that, as the evening was far spent,
they should have a seasou of devetion, in which
Thomas should lead. 1t was acceded to and
‘Thomas, in his accustomed meek and affection-
afe manner, dddressed the throno of grace,
Soon ho prayed for the lawyer.in person, allu-
ding 1o his learning and talent, and besought
that he might not bo ignorant of the way of sal-
Yation througle Christ, As he proceeded thus,
the emotion &f the lawyer rose abuve restraint,
Ho sobbed aloud. The whole company wera
affected, and sobs drowned the speaker’s voice,

Soon they separated, and retired to their ré-
spective rooms, DBut there was no rest for the
lawyer. 'Tho question of Themas rung in his
ears, * What will you suy, sir?” e paced hig
room with anguish, The Spirit of God had
touched his conscience. 1o found no ress until
he could answer the question proposed by that
“heathen boy,” with an affectionate trust In his
Redeemer.—Juv, Miss, Mag. . :

S r— <~ A~ ot iy

A Child Conseerated to Idolatry.

A missionary was once standing ncar the tem.
pla of a very celebrated and cruel idol, when a
father approached the shrino of a goddess, 1l
led by the hand an interesting little boy, his son,
probablx his fitst-born, and it may b~ his only
son. ‘The little fellow was very murh alarmed;
for there was a great crowd of worshipers ; and
the musicians wero heating their shrill drums,
and sounding their hoarse trumpets and erying
aloud in honor of the goddess, and they were
bowing frantically before the altar, The blood
of goats and other animals was flowing near him,
which had just been sacrificed to the ‘goddess.
Amidst all this confusion the little fellow was
afraid; and he clung fast 1o his father, now Jook-
ing round at the people, and then at the goddess,
and then at his father, as much as to say, * To,
faiher save me from these cruel people!?” Bat
no. His futher had brought him, to conseerate
him 1o the service of the goddess; and to do this,
he put into the poor boy's hand a picee of silver.

This the boy handed to the priest; and: then the

father handed to the priest two sharp-pointed
pieces of iron, which the priest sprinkled with
the sacred water of the river Ganges, and 1ec-
turned to the parent, They were then handed
to a cruel man, who (while the poor boy was
gazing in wonder and horror around) plunged
une, if not both, into his naked side! 'The boy
shiieked, and clung to hia father. The musi-
cians {beat their drums and sounded their trum-
pets ; the priests raised their voices to drown the
crying of the boy ; and he was borne away bleed-
ing and territied from the scene by his deluded
but now happy father, who supposed that his son
was _consecrated by the goddess in this mosy
cruel act.  Verily, is it not tiue that the dark
parta of tho earth are full of the habitations of
cruelty l—Rev, T, Boaz.
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