A

VOLUME 1, NUMBER 11,

“Go ye into all the world and preacli thq;ggspcl to every creature,”
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From the Juvenilo Misslonary Ropository,

The Bible in Africa,

Toll-worn and falnt, o’cr Afrle’s burning sand
T'wo travelors journeyeds *twas o stranger Jand,
Athlrst and hungry, wesrily they moved,
Friondless and far away from all they loved;
Away from all save Ono: his pitylag eye,

Who hears the ravens when for food thay cry,
Who watchos o'er tho desert's lonely flower,
Was on them still in that distressing hour, !

e sent o pitying woman to thelr slde:

Soon the dark stranger every want supplied.

And when they asked her wheneo her kindness came,
She suid, “I do it in my Master’s name:

You serve the Suviour; I would gerve him toos

From love ta him I miunlster to you”

011t was sweet to find Jove's holy light

Thus burning brightly in that land of night;

For years its stemly flamo had softly shone,

Like o falr star that tremds tho heavens alone.

Tha travelers asked, “ Who told you of our Lordt”

“"Twns his own volee,” she sald, “his blessed word,
"ears have passed by since to my childish hand

A christtan stranger, from a distant land,

Gave this most preclous treasure;” and sho drew

A tiny, weli-worn volune forth to view.

“"was hero I lighted first faith’s lioavonward flame,
And here for fresh supplies of oil T came;

Nor hath 1t failed me yet, nor ever will:

Whore fiest I trusted, I am trusting still,

From this blegsed book [ know that you and I,
Strangers, aro children of one family; ~

To meet at last, lite's Hittle Journey o'er

Beslde our Father's throne, and part no more!”
Children of our land, send the Bible forth,

Til eex the east, and west, and south, and north,
1t shad its holy Influence, full and free,

As the glad waters of tho boundless sen.
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The Spirit of Christ,

If the Lord of glory shrenk not from ignomi-
ay and scorn, untold agony, exquisite torture
and the most cruel death, can any one possess

much of-his spifit, andiyct consider.it.too.much
to forego some of the comiforis ana uengnts v

this flecting life, and to labor and toil with per-
severanco and seltdenial ona foreign showe, to
instzuct the destitute and the dying—to enlighten
the millions and hundreds of millious of heathen,
who have never heard the precious name of
Jesus, and are cntirely ignorant of the consola-
tions of his grace? Is it too much, even to ex-
pose cnes self 1o an carly grave in 3 sultry
clime, if necessary, that some tay of liope may
break in upon the gloom of the benighted and
perishing nations? Gud ‘bo praised, that e
prospect of death did not dauut the spirit of' the
sell-denying Jesus!
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The Work to be Done.

Let any man cast his cye over amap of oor
globe, with a geographical and historical know
ledge of the tyvanical governments, the idolatrois
roligions, the savage batbarism, tho nultifutiofs
languages, the unapproachable suspicion, whigh
ate comprehended under the names and wit?in
the Jines that are before him; and then thinjof
winning all this to Christ, and covering all tVse
dark domains of sin and satan with the heafies
of holiness, the joys of hope, and the blcsjngs
of salvation—and yet this is tho business ¢ the
churel, ita labor, its hope.~James. |
- |

: .

Tho Chvistian’s Greal Busines.

Vo can conceive that 2 time will com when
the heavenly and holy calling will be bc%r un-
Jderstood and mote perfeatly exhibited. \Vhen
christians will be seen on every hand, tajag up
as their rulo of conduct the apostle’s epijme of
his wholo moral self, and saying in truthit* Yor
me to live is Christ.” When persona ease,
domestic comfort, and the acquisition of ‘calth,
knowledge or fame, though sot neglectj, wilj
all be considered as very sceoidary am ubor-
dinafe matters to the great business of taring
testimony for God, and conveting the wrld to

The Crown of Glory.

Au archangel comiug direct from the throne of
God, with all the scenes of ctexnity and heavenly
glory fresh in his recollestion, could not make
you comprehend the weight, and the brillianey,
and the warth of that crown which is held forth
by the hand of infinite love, to engage your ar-
dor in the contest against sin, satan and the
world.—1Ibid.

Piety Bssential to Snecess,

The mare active it is in the way of proselyting
the more devoted it should be in the way of pie-
ty. Without this, cven the present missionary
ardor, instead of being as the light house of the
world, will be but as-a bonfiro upon the heights
of Zion, a transcient blaze, which will sson burn
itself out, but which will yicld no permanent
illumination.—Ibid.
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The Highway of the Lord Opening,

The door is opening wide, more wide, and the
day is coming—coming fast, when the impious

highways of God's earth shall be relinquished.
«The carth fs the Lord’s, and the fulness there-
of” ITe hath given it to the ¢ children of
med,” and natto him who styles himself the
# Son of Heaven,” Now that “men run to
and fro, and knowledge is increased,” 2 pope
among the nations will find it as hard to “hold ”’
what he calls “his own,” as a pope in the
church has found it. . May the God and Father
of us all put it into the hearts of many of his
filial children to go forth, and lead back their
wandering, suffering brethren, into the paths of
knowledge, faith, and obedience,—Syle. o
M P o a b
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Opcnings in Shanghai,

That our readers may feel more deeply the
appeals of our hrethren in Shanghai, we insert a
brief allusion fo the readiness of the people in
that city to hear the_gospel, by Rev. Mr. Spald-

S

ing, an Fpiscopal missionary.

1 went to a place by the name of ' Chur-
poo,” to which place I had been requested to go
and preach. The man who asked me to go is a
carpenter by trade, and with whom I became ac-
quainted by hiz very regular attendance upon the
seivices of the chapel.  This place is about ten
miles distant from Shanghai. 1 walked going
and returning. 1 left Shanghai at 10 o’clock,
A. M., in company with my guide, and reached
the place at half past 1 o'clock, p. M. My
friend who had desired me to visit the place,
lived on the opposite side of the town from
which I eatered it, so that T was obliged to pass
through the principal street, of course fullowed
by a great number of people, wha were not a
little curious to know the precise reason that had
brought me to their town. Defore I reached
the house, I was met by my host, who received
me very kindly; and us he was a man in humble
circumstauces, he seemed to take no small pleas-
ure in doing all that ho could for the comfurt of
the person who, for the timz being, wae the liun
of the place.  1laving arrived at the house, Ten.
tered with about forty persons, whom, I was
told, wete the fiieads of my hest, who had come
out 1o reccive me, but more probably to gratify
their own curiosity of seeing a foreigner. Soon
after we entered the house, tea was passed
round, with 2ome other refreshments, such as
cakes aod nuts. I partook frecly of them, and
after T had rested myself from the walk, T started
for the ** Zung-Wong-Meaw," the chicf temple
of the place, where my friend had previvusly
given the people to understand 1 would preach.
Tn going through the town to the temple, which
is in abous the centre of the place, 1 was follow-
ed by a great concourse of people, who, on ar-
riving at the temple, svon filled it In fiont of

| Whers did ho sleep?

ing, Wwhich surrounds them. I stood upon this,
'ai\d,"ihns elevated above a sea of heads, between
400 nd 500 peoplo, I preached to them for half

i #‘ .
dn hour. They were very {uiet, for such a pro-

xﬁi;é‘i::ohs crowd, and did not interrupt once during
thiéwhole tie I was preaching.  I'did not think
it prudent to attempt to distribute books, 01
diﬂ _}:’ot take any with me from the house to the
temple. I thea 1cturned to the house of my

|friend. A shert time before sunset, I went out

tb\gze a portion of the town throngh which I did
not pass when I entered it. I was followed by
afew people, and by a good number of boys,
soﬁinglstance from the town into the country;
and/vwhen I had gone as far as 1 desired, Tstood
still} and talked to the boys—about 75 ar 100,
wha had gone out with me. They said they
Wild never forget what 1 had told them. They
wefe all neatly dressed, and appeared intelligent.

In the evening, I preached in my friend’s
house, to a congregation of about sixty peisons,
as'any as the room would hold of his friends
and neighbors whom he had called tegether to
hear me. Many remained to ask questions, and
get books, with one and another of whom 1 cor-

A . versed, until near 11 o'clock, before the house
claim of a right to prevent free passage over the|

‘was cleared. 1 then’ went to bed on a lounge
which had been prepared, whete I slept soundly
and. securely, until the dawn of the next day.
My breakfast was served up, and soon after,
séyeral neighbors came in, to whom and the
“Hgusehold, I read the 10th chapter of the Acts
of ike Apostles, explained a portion of it, then
knelt down and prayed with and for these poor
heathen, in their own hard tongue, and soon
afier, tovk-my leave of my friend, to retumn to
Shanghai. As I passed by the shops, I heard
{hh people within say to each other: ¢ That’s
gaa man who preached yesterday at the temple.
Mhere' sleep?  When will he come
%r2nt To.dayhe is going to Shanghai. He
believes the doctrinés of Jesus,” and very many
more such words, until 1 had got beyond the
town. I reached Shanghai about 12} P. M.,
thanking God for his protection and blessing, in
permitting me on one cccasion to preach to so
many poot heathen and idolators. At 2 o’clock
to-day, 1 addressed the poor people, and gave
then their alms.  After the others had departed,
Tinstructed the three from ameng them who are
candidates for haptism, and praged with them.
In the evening, theie were about forty persons
present at the service, it being a dark and wet
crening, but those who came remained during
the whole service. Many of them had their
lanterns in their hands, and as they entered the
chapel, extinguished the lights, and took their
seats as quietly as any congregation at home.

Tor the Commission.

Short Sermon,

“When T say unte the wicked, O wicked
man, thou shalt surely die; if thon dost not
speak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
plood will T require at thy hand."—Ezelic]
xxxiit: 8

1f 2 man takes poison into his physical system,
ivwill tend to destroy it. And his ignorance of
the poison, vt the remedy, will not in the least
prevent its fatal operation, A man who is glid-
ing smoothly down the current, will not be pre-
vested from ruin by his ignorance of the falls
bebw. The text declares the same principle
trus with regard to the consequences of sin.
Naow all have sinned.  (Rom. iii: 9-18,) God
says the soul that sinneth shall die. (Ezelel
xvii: 4-20.) 'Then, unless Christ had died, all
must perish.  (Actsiv: 12.) Christ has dicd,
and offers free salvation to believers,  (John i
16.) Disciples aie commissioned to go into all
the world and proclaira to every creature that
Chiist has died to save sinners.  (Math., xxviii:

the huge idols, stood a table eutside of the rail

him.—The Church in Earnest,

19,20, Mark xvi: 15, 16.)

bill inta my hat. When 1left,

1. Now, if disciples do not speak to warn the
wicked from their evil way, they will die in their
iniqity, as tho text declares. We might infer
this from the nature of the casc: They are pois:
oned by sin, and there is no remedy, save the
blood of Christ, of which they have no knowledge.
We infer it alsn from other passages of scripture.
4 For whosoever shall call upen the name of the
Lord, shall he saved. How then shall they ‘call
oo him in whon they have not believed? and how
shall they believe in him of whom they have not
hemd? and how shall they hear ‘without a
preacher? and how shall they preach except they
be sent?”  (Rom. x: 13-15.) L
2, Their punishment will be just. They die
in their iniquity. (Texv) They are without
excuse. (Rom. i: 20.) They are worthy of
death. (Rom.i:32.) o

3. Disciples are accountable for thi: death of
all who die unwarned. More than 700,000,000
now in heathenish darkness, are dependent upon
chiistians of this generation for' the ‘knowledge
of Christ. Must they perisht  Who' will warn
them? Who will furnish the means to send
them the gospel? .G

i

For the Commission,

Mouit Pleasaut Association, Mo,

This Association has just closed its annual
meeting: It met in Howard county, at Mount
Olive meeting-house, on the Gth, 7th and &th
days of October, 1849, I had the pleasure of
attending the meeting on Sunday, the 7th, and
Monday. 'Ihe house was crowded with females,
to whom I was invited to deliver a discouise
after the first sermon. In‘the afternoon, T was
also pressed to deliver a missionary address to
both males and females, the former standing out-
side around the door. Much interest seemed to
be:felt, and a-collectiotiepublic. and privale, Was
made of $42 80,

On Monday I attended the Association, pre-
sented my credentials from the Board, and was
cordially fnvited to a2 seat a3 3 minister, their
missionary and agent. I{ound in the Associa-
tion a very affectionate, cordial and working
body of brethren, Their deliberations all seemed
conducted in love—not a discordant note among
them—they were exercising thé xight spirit, and
really engaged in matter of fact work, for they
were receiving and counting their eash when I
went in. They had employed twa domestic mis-
sionaries at least a part of the year, who reporied
their own progress. They recommended, by
resolution, that thie chutches should adopt some
systematic plan of collecting funds monthly for
hencvolent purposes; and they adopted a resolu-
tion recommending the ** Missionary Joutnal,”
and the * Commission,” which are published by
the Sonthern Baptist Convention, at Richmond,
Va., 1o be patronized by the chuiches and mem-
bers composing the Associdtion,

Just before leaving, I had the pleasure’ of
making a short missionary address to the Associ--
ation, which suspended its business in ovder to
take a final leave of the missionaty, with prayers
for his success, with a song and tears. Here he
had also to give the final parting hand o a be-
loved sister, in the flesh, and her childien, after

having been sepatated twenty-six years, to see
them no more. Truly a missionary must be
more than human for such a scene net to try his
soul, his heart, his eyes, and indeed his whole
man. Our meeting and parting, and indeed the
seven days we were together, was almost an, en-
tiro season of tears. A very good . feeling
scemed to pervade the Association in behalf of
our China missior shen 1left; many kind wish-
es, prayers and tears, were offered for my futare

success in Chinay ard more than one testified

their good will by even a more_substantial part-
ing generosity, one of whom s]irped a five dollar
felt that it was
well that'1 had gone, and the more $0, 23 this,
crhaps, will be the only Association I shall
Eave the pleasure of atiending while in the
State, . J. RoeerTs,

Glasgow, Missouri, Ot 9, 1849'.“_ ' !



42 ’ '

THE COMMISSION.

November,

THE COMMISSION.

'RICHMOND, NOVEMEER 15, 1849.

THE NEXT VOLUME.

One more number will complete the
first volume of the Commisston; and
we call the attention of the friends of
foreign missions to this fact, that they
may at once begin their efforts to en-
large the circulation of the second vol-
ume.

We desire to circulae TWENTY
THOUSAND COPIES the coming
year.  Will not every friend of the
Board, immediately open a subscription
paper in his church or neighbothood?

We call upon the pastors of the:

Southern churches, to aid in placing at
least one copy of our paper in every
family connected with their churches.
We carnestly entreat them to do o0 aT
OXCE.

Will not the deacons of our churches
also lend us their co-operation?

The superintendents of our Sabbath
schools may likewise intreduce our little
sheet amongst the children of their
schools.

The terms of the paper are placed so
low, that all may subscribe. '

Siogle copies (per annuni,) 25 cents.

Five copies mailed to one person, &1 00
Twenty-eight copies *¢  ** 500
Fifty copies ¢ st @ 8 00
One hundred coples ¢ ¢+ ¢ 13 00

Addiess IT. K. Evivsoy, Richmond, Va.

1850,

We hope that all whose subscriptions
expire in 1849, will continue to take the
CoMMISSION Or 1850, ~ Lt siich remit
the price of subscription, by mail, to
the Publisher, on the reception of this
number.

Designation,

The religious services connected with the des-
ignation of our beloved brother Bowen, as mis-
sionary to Central Africa, were held in Grace
Street Church, oo Suaday evening the 7th ult.

The introductory exercises were conducted by
the pastot of the chureh, after which, the exer-
cises were a8 follows :—

Address to brother Bowen by Res. J. B. Tay-
Jor. Presentation of the Bible by Rev. C. B.
Jennett, Addiess to the congregation by bro-
ther Bowen. Address on prayer by Rev. R.
Ryland. Prayer for the missionary hy Rev. E.
Kingsford. Addresses to the congregation by
Rer. J. L. Reynolds and Rev. E. Kingsford.

A collection was taken up for the parpose of
siding in the purch.nse of 3 colored brother to
accomupany brother Bowen.

The congregation was large, and appeared to
be deeply interested. The remarks of brother
Bowen can never be furgotten. May the great
Head of the church abundantly bless him, and
arant hito fong life and signal suecess in his gen-
erous enterprise.

We shall see his face ro more; but he will
«often recur to our memory, and his name be
mentinned at the throne of grace.

A Bed Quilt from two little Girls,

At Portsmouth 1 was visited by two little
girly, who brought a pateh bed quilt which they
had made for the miasionary cause. They de-
sired it to be sold to aid iu purchasing the free-
dom of Robert Hill, thes eolored brother who is
going with me to Africa. It has been Jeft with
the sewing circle of the Grace Street Baptist
Chureh. I trust these good litile girls may be
permitted to hear good news from the African
mission for many years to come, M

The Macedonian. Call

Ote of the brethren in China thus writes*—

4] do implore you to send us two brethren
during this yoar, if possible. We have the
nightly preaching services, the preparation and
rovision of our lracts, atteation to the inquirers,
'aad care of the native brethren, &c., sl on our
hands. T wish that the Roard could see and
know how much we need two or three active,
whole-hearted fellow-laborers,  As we have
now such an interesting series of operations com-
menced, 1 do trust you will soon re-inforce us."
Whero shall we find these whole-hearted men!
Lowd of the larvest, send forth laborers into this
field!

Passage by Steam to Shanghai,

Referring to this subject, brother Shuck re-
marks: There is a prospect of soon having
steamers runving regulatly between Shanghai
and Hong Kong; when this is the case, Rick-
mond and Shanghai will be connected by steam.
When I first came to Chiny, such an event
ecemed a hundred years in the distant future.
When the tail-road across our country to the
Pacific is completed, and the line of steamers
between San Francisco and Shanghai is laid
down, your letters from Richmond will reach us
in less than fwenty-eight days. Steam power is
the fulfilling of that prophecy which says,
“many shall run to and fro."” 1 have no doubt
that if cheap communication could be opened
between China and the shores of the Pacific,
thousands of Chinese settlers would emigrate to
Oregon and California,  And ete long, descend-
ants of these settlers converted to God, would be
found returning as heralds of the glotions gospel
to the millions of their own kindred and people
who still sit in the region and shadow of hea-
thenism. The time will come when all the na-
ticas of the earth, no matter how, are to be
clusely linked together in the bonds of a great
christian biotherhood. The Lord hasten this
period, '

. &

It was our happiness to be present at this

county. Though the weather was inclement,
the attendance of delegates was larger than
usaal, and we have seldom known more interest
felt, or seldom witnessed scenes more decply im-
pressive. Referring to the missionary meeting,
on Sunday night, which was addressed by bro-
ther Bowen, accepted missionary to Central
Africa, and others, the editor of the Messenger
remarks ; ** This- meeting was one of great in-
teress. The closing scene can never be forgot-
iten. There stood our brother Bowen, calm,
self-possessed, never expecting to see us again
till the great Judgment Day.  And there came
the congregation, one by one, to bid the mission-
‘nry farewell. Strong men bowed their heads
and wept like children, It was a sublime scene,
Tt was fit for the painter’s pencil.” '

Baptist Anuiversaries of Kentueky,

We learn from the Baptist Banner of the 31st
inst., that" the annusl meetings of the great
State Secieties of Kentucky have just been held
in Texington, and wete attended by fifiy-five
ministers, as well as a large number of private
members, It was a season of more than ordina-
ty interest. The Board of the Kentucky For-
cign Mission Seciety has been locateitat Coving-
ton. Its influence, we trust, will spread over
the State, calling into action the energies of all
the churebes in the work of sending Christ's
gospel to the heathen.

For the Commission, }

Doctor and Mrs. James,

In almost every package of newspapers 1
receive, 1 perceive some erroncous ndtices
about ejther men, matters, or thinzs in China.
Such things [ seldom deem worthy of a formal
correction. In one of my latest papers, hdwev-
er, 1 observe statements with reference to the

" North Carolina State "(]vu\'ljl'lﬁd‘fl\.'“

meeting, which was held at Oxford, Grassille -

mortal remains of the belsved brother and sister,
whoso names stand at the head of this note,
which beiug entirely incorreet, can only be cal-
culated to excito a painful solicitude in the hearts
of surviving friends, followed by a fresh disap-
pointment. The paragraph to which I allude,
states that the body of Dr. James had been re-
covered, and that no doubt existed but that the
body of Mrs. J. would also be speedily found.
Neither of the bodies, let me assuro you, have
ever been seen since the fatal sinking of the
Y Parador.”  Sticnuous esertions were at first
made to recover them, but so abortive did every
attempt prove, that within a few days after
the mournful occurrence, all hope of raising the
vessel, or ‘1ecovering any thing that was init,
was taken away,

Had our friends fourd a last resting place on
the shores of this great land of heathenism, it
would have been to us all a matter of sincere
gratification,  But in tho Allwise Providence of
God, our Father in heaven, it has been other-
wise ordered, and the blue waves are their wind-
ing sheets, their graves are in *‘the deep.”
And what matters it wheie our bodies repose,
whether on the land or in the swelling sea, so
we ate fithful unto death to our ascended Sa-
viour! The sea and the land, ere long, must
yield up their dead.

Doctor and Mrs. James offered themselves as
a lising sactifice to China’s eternal welfure.
They have their reward, How many Southern
Baptists can say that they offer even a paltry
dollar monthly, or quarterly, or yearly, to aid in
giving the gospel to China?  When the land and
the sea pive up their dead, and China’s unsaved
millions shall meet s ar the bar of God, how
shall we excuse onrselves for our lack of practi-
cal interest in their eternal salvation, after the
Son of Gud had effered himsclf as theit great
atoning sacrifice!  Let conscience speak.

J. L. 8.
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Georain Associations,
We s:il] receive favorable tidings from our es-
teemed brother Ball, who is acting as agent of

the Roard, Tha churches arataking hold of the|

work in earnest.

Who will Tmitate?
A loved brother in this State has repeated his
anaual donation of $100 to the Board, In com-
municating the fact, he remarks. * We want
more faithful laborers in the hawvest. Every
soldier of Jesus should be standing at his post,
listening to the word of his commander. %in
and error are rushing forward in their hostility
to the truth, The Baptists of Virginia are not
as they should be, coming up to the help of the
Lord agaiust the mighty. “Thousands of dollars
might be spent by them fur missiong,

«Truly God has been good to me, = poor sin-
ner, and although be has sorely afllicted me, yet
will I trust in him, while Le gives me grace and
a devire o do his will,”

—t > P > e

A Noble Example,

.. One of aur brethren i South Carolina, whe
has leng and liberally contributed to the cause of
teuth, has made a donation of a piece of land to
the Board. In hLis letter stating the probability
of its sa'e fur our benefit, he observes: 1 sin-
cerely tegret to see the apathy of oar brethren
on the subject of contributing for the cause of
nissions, The operations of the Board will be
greaily curtailed and embarrassed without more
liberality in the South,  We have ample means,
Much injury has resulted from the accumulation
of wealth in our denowinalion; yet, what is
properly due from us to the cause of our blessed
Redeemer, is withheld and espended ina way
that proves in many instances a curse,. Many
act as though they espected a miracle would be
wrought to effect what Gud, in infinite wisdom
and merey, has determined shall be done by the
instrumentality of his people through a preached
gospel.”

Missionarics for Africa.—Rev. Mesers, Macay
and Simson, with their wives, of the Preshy-
terian Board, sailed from New York on Satur-
day, the 3d ult,, to labor a3 missivnarics en the

westers coast of Africa.

For the Commission,
Chinese Beagars,

You will remember that 1 ficquently men.
tioned to you the fact, that it was a common
thing for Chinese beggars to mutilato their own
bodies in order -the moro veadily to excite sym-
pathy ia behalf of their condition. An unusual
caso- of this kind presented jtself a short time
ago at Dr, Lockhart's missionary hospital at
Shavghai, A beggar with both eyes violently
inflamed, having the lids frightfully swollen, pré-
sented himself, with other patients, for relicf.
His story was, that while helping a plasterer to
raise mortar to the top of a scaflold, some of the
lime had fallen into his cyes, On exzmination,
however, by tho Doctor, it was found that the
lids had been stuffed full of mortar un purpose,
and a solid mass of it was impacted between the
lids and tho ball of the eye. It was found abso-
lutely impossible to remove entirely this fearful
mass of lime mortar which encrusted itsell upon
the cye halls, und only small portions of it were,
with dificulty, Lroken away, In his report of
the case, Dr. L. remarks: “Investigations
showed that the man had intentionally filled both
cye lids with lime for the purpose of destroying
his sight, that thus ho might atiract attention
and sympathy towards himself in his forlorn
coudition, and be enabled to obtain more money
from thoso who were benevolenlly disposed.
His case at that timo wus certainly a very lam-
entablo one; he bad violent pain in his eyes;
both corner: werw in 3 sloughy tate; excessive
suppuration was flowing fiom the conjunctira:;
and the eyes were totally destroyed.  ‘This plan
is only ono of many, often resurted to by beg-
gas to destroy their ¢ye-sight, and make theme
selves the object of pity.”

Only tho gospel of Christ can elevate man
above sucl sell-inflicting crueltivs and conse-
quent degradation.  Heathenism venders wmen
wretched both in this life and the life to come.
Who cares for the heathen! J L. 8.

Shanghai, June, 1849,
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A Glorigus Revolution at hand,

Refersing to the numerous instrumentalities
emplayed to send out the Bible, with the minis-
tering of the word, and religions tiacts among
the heathen, Mr, Brown, missionary at Assam,
in a letier to the Sceretary of the American
aptist Publication Sacicty, rematks :—

* 'The machinery that is heing put into opera-
tivn for purposes of benevolenco s of mighty
power—destined, T believe, to be a grand mecans
in the hand of Providence for transforming.the
vurld, and bringicg on the millenium. Every
thiag scems to show that thas event is drawing
nigh~the convulsions of nations and the spread
of new principles all over the woild, foretoken
mighty events.  No one can look upon the enor-
mous wheels as they begin to revolve and con-
template the probable effects when the vast ma.
chinety is brought into full play, without fecling
an awe—a sense of prandeur akin 1o that with
which the spheres move round—and a canviction
‘hat it is a mightier than human power that at
bis precise Yime is hringing all these energies to
(erate upon the human race. 1 often think the
great battle with Anti-christ 13 nearly or quite
Baun.  And let it come.  We know tho issue.
Te Rider on the While Iorse goes hefare his

paple, and on his head are the crowns of vie-
toy.”!

Wiling of Missionaries.~In the ship Arab,
with sailed ftom Boston on the 181D ult., two
mi.%nnaries and their wives, with an unmarried
femje, left their native land to labor in different
ficld, connected with "the Burman mission.
Mrq Brayton, a returned missionary, with her
danhter and two Karen assistants, also accom-
pargd them,

. \ssionary Periodicals.~The Baptist Maga-
zings (o he printed on new type, and the Mace-
dorfn greasly enlarged, and efforts will be nade

to Jtend their cireulation among the norther
andvestern Baptist clurches,

S

=N

s

keipts of the Union.~The teceipts of the
st Union for Seitember, were $3,543 49,

g the entite receipls for six months,
155 00,
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For the Commission,

Our Lrother and sister Yates and brother To-
hey, were about starting on a visit 10 our school
and preaching place in the country, A large
boat was making its way up the ereek, but see-
ing tho preparations made for starting on board
of our boat, the boatmen very kindly retreated
somo distance for our friends to pass. The tido
was favorable, and the boat proceeded on down
the creek, Our friends wero oulside, and we
called to them our second *good-byo,” Mz,
Shucl said 1o them, *“ keep your journals. Re-
member the Commission.” e referred to the
paper of which wo had just head, but at the
mention of the werd, my thoughts were of our
Saviour’s words, ¢ Go ye into all the waild and
preach the gospel to every creature.”  Surely
this command actuales the missionary, and sure-
ly he must necd remember it, surrounded as he
is by the millions needing to be tought the truths
of tho gospel. ‘And at no place do we feel moro
like remembering it, than at this same village to
which our friends were bound, In my visit
there, so great was the cordiality and" kindness
with which we were greeted, that I was led to
hope and to pray that it might be here as our
Saviour has said, ¢ He that veceiveth you re-
ceiveth me,” for surely they do receive us,
knowing well the intent for which we have
come.

We do trust, that the Holy Spirit will take
up his abode in that lile village, winning from
wolatry many a soul to the Saviour. And be
thero but few found lere of those whem God
will own, who would not gladly aid by prayer,
by contribution, by the whole-hearted unreserved
consecration of himself to the work, in bringing
the knowledge of God's great love to such?
And then, again, connected with the commission
18 tho blessed assuranco of our Saviour’s pre-
senca oven unto the cod of the world, Lo, 1
am with you.” Tt would scem that he feared
we might be discouraged and faint by the way,
and added these last words as an assurance of
comfort that we might never cease to labor
from a senso of vur own weakness and unfaith-
fulness, Sure, if we were tho power, it were
vain to expect a result, but thanks be to God we
are but the instruments: yet Jesus is with us
strong to help and mighty to save.

Cume then, dear Saviour, help us to feel that
thou art with us in every elfort for the advance-
ment of thy cause Jere. Be thou near unto us,
ever sustaining, strengthening, encouraging by
thy grace. Influence thou thyself the hearts of
those who draw near to listen to the story of thy
death, thy sufferings, and thy resurrection.
Couvince by thine ‘Almighty power the most un-
believing heart, and cause thy name 10 bo known
m all the dark places of this vast heathen em-
pire, yea,

Sway thy sceptre
Saviour, all the world around.

E. G. S.
Shanghai, May 21, 1819, )

Gods that cannot Save,

“T'he following from a letter written for the
Biblical Recorder, by brother M. T Yates, illus-
trates the stupidity of those who worship idols,
and may well excite the sympathelic prayer,
that the living and true God may be declared to
them. Let us hasten to give to these worshipets
of wood and stone the gospel of the Lord Jesus.
Writing from Shanghai, under date of July 13,
brother Yates says:—

In my ramblings two days ago, I chanced to
come upon four men who had been called by the
priest (I suppose,) to look afier the comfort of
three certain idols. These unsightly images bad
been semoved from their resting place, (a kind
of platform,) on to the floor, fur the purpose of
having an exeeedingly thick coat of mould, ve-
moved from their royal faces and eyes, as well
as their garments. I pansed a moment, and saw
them take off garment after garment, all covered
with mould, whereupon, the following dialogue
ensued: Why are there so many peoplo in tha
front part of the temple worshiping idols to-day?
4 Because of the long continuation of rain—we
wish it to slop raining,” Why do you wish the
rain 10 ccase?  * Ah—ovr rice and cotton fields

are all ruined by tho water, moreover, our cloth-
ing is much injured by the dampness, so that if;
it continues to rain, we shall have neither rice to
eat, nor clothing to wear; whercupon, death will
surely follow, therefore wo worship the Venera:
ble T'athers, in order that we may be protected,
and have food and life.”” Do you believe that
these idols are able to stop the rain, and thereby
protect your fields, clothing, and all? % Oh!
yes—must assuredly they can.” Perhaps you
have not thought on this subject ; stop, and think
a moment—see if you do really believe it, ¢'Oh
yes, we believe it.”  Well, what are you doing
here to-day? ¢ These three 1dols are * Céo-
naw,’ (in trouble,) they, the priests, called us to
take off their garments and wipe off the mould.”
Ah! have they got meulding on their clothing,
007 Ol yes, thete has been too much rain,”
But they have not been outside, ¢ No, but it
leaks down here.””  Why did they not get out of
the way of the leak? *Oh, they can’t walk,
and how could they get out of the way.” But
you just now said they could stop the rain, pro-
tect your rice-fields, clothing, &e., and now you
say they are not able to get out of this leak. If
they are not able to protect themselves from a
small leak, what do you think of their ability to
stop the rain, and protect the people from the
torrents that fall without? * They surely are
not able.” No, my friends, these are false
gods; they can neither protect themselves nor
the people who are suffefing, but on the contra-
ty, they are dependent on you for their existence
and protection, 'The people worship in fiont,
and you are sent back here to protect these idols
from a litle leak, Well, do you not see that
these idols are false gods? having neither power
to think nor act—consequently worthless!—
“Yes, we now see it—your words are doctnne,”
After some little confusion, one man said, well,
they called us to do this work, therefore we must
do it. After a few words, I left them, Thus
you sec the Chinese are not faithful to their
gods,

Inquirers in Shanghai,

Addressing the aditor of the Rikieal. Record-
er, brother Yates remarks :—

You will doubtless be interested to know that
we have reason to be encouraged in our work,
We have now four interesting cases of inquirers.
“I'hree of them have been before the church, and
will no doubt receive baptism after a little while.
‘I'ho other is an aged man; an account of whom
1 have given to brother Taylor, Our regular
services are well attended ; and the gespel lis-
tened to with apparent interest.
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Our Mission among the Bassas in
: v
- Ariea,

Says brother Day, one of our missionaries on
the coast of Africa, in a letter to brother Mal-
com: 1 received your letter and the books you
so kindly sent. As regards idols, in the strict
sense of the word, I Fnow nothing among the
Bassas. They believe in charms, what we call
arce grees, and what they call co; but if the
Bassas worship anything, it is the living Ged, 1
have been to their towns whete they have been
making gree grees, and & more solemn time 1
searcely ever witnessed, The whole town fast-
ing and praying to God, (Grapan they call him,)
o lend his aid to make their gree arees effectual,
[t is said they worship demons § it is 2 mistake.
They believe in the existence of evil spirits, and
somelimes when calamities befall them, they
hold" a council, and the general result is, they
conclude to conciliste the evil spirit by a
prescat, but there is no prayer, no homage offer-
ed. Iam aware many seem to think to the con-
trary, But T think no man in the colony, has
traveled more among them, few have been more
observant, and 1 venture the above assertion
from what I have seen and known.’

Ruilroad to the Pacific.—This road will soon be
built. The whole stock, amounting to*a mil-
lion of doltars, has been taken. It will he about
forty miles long, and will veduce the distance to
China by onc-half, thus opening the way fora
mote ready communication of the gospel to the

nuterous tribes, :

Kindness to a Missionary in Africa.

The scene of the following incident is not fa1
from the point where our biethren of the Centra}
African Mission will land to make their way into
the interior, An English missionary passing
down to the coast, thus refers to the care and
tenderness with which he was treated by the
natives who conducted him :—

In leaving Kumasi, 1 found myself placed en-
tirely at the mercy of Africans, uterly helpless.
My health had failed, my strength was but the
suength of a child, I was two hundred miles
fiom the nearest European, without a horse to
ride upon ; and having to make my way through
a dense forest, where the roads were in many
places not more than eight or ten inches in
width; now entangled in brushwood, then in
deep gulleys, again in more open space, exposed
to the vertical rays of -the sun, and with hardly
the hope of reaching the coast alive,

I commenced my journey with eight ham-
mock-men. These were to take me down to the
coast, to Cape-Coast Castle. The difficalty of
carrying a man in these hot climates, where only
two bearers cau be employed at the same time,

is very great. I had, therefore, on all my for-

mer journeys walked as much as possible. On
this occasion I rode out of Kumasi; but, upon
teaching the futest, in consideration of the dis-
tance to be performed, and the necessary fatigue
the men must undergo, determined to tty my
strength in walking. Accordingly, 1 bid the
men stand still, and, getting down from my trav-
eling chair, commenced my journey on foot.

T walked with difficnlty to myself for a few
yards, and was beginning to wonder how we
should reach the coast, if I could not succeed
better; when ane of the men came vp, request-
ing me not to walk, saying they would carry me.
T thanked him for his kindness, but told him I
would walk a litle longer. ¢ No, master,”
he said, * you must not walk; you are not strong
to-day. We have watched you. And you go
from side to side, and your knees are not strong,
and you do not walk stiaight up, as you did.”
I said, * Well, never mind that, you have a
lang ;journey_before you, and will have quito
enough to do before wé teach ili¢-coast. I miust
walk.”” ¢ No, master,” he said again, *you
must not walk; we will cary you.” Iagain
thanked him, and was proceeding, when another
of the men planted himself before me, and said,
¢ Master, you]must not walk to-day; if you do,
you will die on the path, and then what can we
do?” Then, as is often done when' they wish
to convey the impression that they are in full
health and vigor, he drew himself up to his full
height, and, stretching out his arms as far as
possible, said, with a look of kindness which ex-
pressed more than words, * Master, we are
plenty strong to-day, plenty strong ; we can car-
ry you well; get up at once and 1ide.” To
please them, T did so, thankful for the relief, but
fearing they would soon become weary. ButI
was mistaken; for four days they carried me
from moruing until sunset, scolding if I attempt-
ed to tax my strength by walking, and saying
they had plenty of strength to carry me. We
journeyed thus until we reached the little town
of Prasu, where we rested a couple of days, and
then st out again. During .the whole of the
Jdistance they watched me as though each was
personally responsible for my safety; cach one
seeming to vio with his fellows in acts of kind-
ness and care.  When we reached Cape-Coast
Castle, which we did at the end of the tenth
day, I conld not but feel that fur the preservation
of my-life I was, under God, indebted to the
voluntary kindness of these men, A kind word
and a trifling reward were all they expected in
return.  Indeed, the latter they did not expect;
hut  could not let them leave without some ov-
idene that I was sensible of how much I was
indedted to them, Two or threo of these per-
sons had, a short time before this, embraced the
christian religion.—Rev. Ar. Chapman.

— e

Buying @ missionary.—At Mangaia, one of
the South Sea Tslands, the natives havo tecently
subscribed over five hundred dollars to the Lop.
don Missionary Society. The inhabitants of one

district wanted a missionary for themselves so

much, that they begged to know how much pro-
perty they should send to England “1to buy a
missienary,” “For," said the chief of the set-
tlement, with much earnestness, “1 think we
can duy him, and feed him, and pay him,”"

Children’s Department,
For the Commission.

Heathen Children,

My dear young friends,~I have been taking
a walk this afternoon through the city, from the
great south gate to the north gate, and whilst
continuing my walk, followed by a crowd of
half naked children of all sizes and ages, I have
been lead to draw a comparison between the cen-
dition of the children in our native land and
these in this heathen. land. You, perhaps, do
not know that you are daily enjeying numberless
blessings which the heathen children are deprived
of; let us look at some of these blessings.
Most of you have kind parenfs who have
taken czre of you in'your infancy, providing you
with recessary food and clothing, and watching
over you to see that all your wants are supplied.
You have been comfortably housed from the
cold winds and pelting storms. How few of
you have ever suffered from pinching hunger,
cold or nakedness! -

Many of you have pious paients and friends,
who teach you to read the Bible and explain to
you about God, ahout Jesus Christ our Saviour‘,
about the plan of ealvation, and many other im-
portant traths contained in the Bible. [ 'think 1
may venture to say that thereis not an individual
amongst you, who has not had the privilege,
from time to time, of going to the house of God
and hearing the minister read and explain the
solemn truths of the Bible. As you grew in
strength of body and mind, you are taughi one
usefu] branch of knowledge after another, fitting
you to be useful members of society, and useful
members of the church of Christ, I trust.
These are privileges great, indeed, for which
you will have to render an account to your Ma-
kex sooncr or later. o

Let us fiow turu to the héathen children, and
look at their condition. Many of them have pa-
rents who ure kind to them in their way, and
provide for theit temporal wants so far as they
can; but a great number of them are unable to
provide their children with enough of bare rice,
of the coarsest quality, to satisfy their hunger;
as to meat, they do not think of having such a
luxury, indeed, many laboring men scarcely ever
have meat to eat; there are at this time 2 number
of workmen building brother Shuck’s house, and
T am told that it is the rule with the head work-
man to give each rman meat one day in the week,
(and not much that day.) Tam sure that num-
bers of Chinamen could live on what you throw
away, as being not fit to eat.

With regard to clothing, many have scarcely
rags encugh to afford them a slight protection
against the severities of the weather, I have
often seen in my walks during the winte: season,
when we have so much cold, freezing weather,
poor cteatures nestled up in tha corners of the.
streets, with some strings of an old bed cover,
or some pieces of old straw matting thrown
across theh shoulders, leaving their naked skin
visible in many places, We sometimes see wo-
men with children on their hacks. in this condi-
tion, Some of them hava liitle earthen bowls in
their hands, which they hold out to the passers
by with the hope of getting a cash or two
thrown into them. We have several times
passed by some of these poor creatures lying in
the street dead, having perighed either from cold
or hunger. Such cases are, not ususual here.
No, they are ro cominon, that Chinese look upon
them as matters of course, and have little or no
feeling on the subject,

Such, my little readers, is the condition qf
many of these poor heathen, so far us their
badies are coneerned; and do you think the con-
dition of their souls is any better? Ah no, far
worse; they know nothing of the Bibla; they
have no knowledge of the true God that
made them, or of Jesus Christ our Savivur; they
have no idea that they have immonal souls,
capable of enjoying eternal happiness or endur-
ing etcrnal misery; their notions about what
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becomes of their souls after death, are very
strange and false. A boy, sometime ago, talk-
ing to me about his grand-mother, who was
dead, (whose corpse they still keptin the house)
said she had three spirits: ona in the coffin, one
in the templo, and one gone ta the happy region.
(The dead bodies of their friends are put into
air-tight coffins, and kept in one reom of the
housé many days; during that timo they often
bow down to them and worship them.)

There arc many large and ugly images of
men and beasts in the temples here, and the peo-
ple tell their children, that if they go to the tem-
ple and worship these images, and go to their
ancestors graves and wership them, they will be
happy when they die. There are a great many
children hera that cannot read or write. Chi-
nese do not send their gitls to school, and
their mothers never having been taught them-
selves, cannot teach their daughters. A great
many parents ara 0o poor 1o send their sons to
school. .

Now I wish to ask my litle friends, if they
cannot do something for these poor heathen
children? Some of you, perhaps, are ready to
say, ** What can we children do?” Oh! you
could do something—little children can make
themselves very useful sometimes. Others,
perhagps, may say, ¢ We will ask our parents to
give us something to send to help instruct these
poor children.” That is not just what 1 would
have you do. I want you to do something your-
selves, by which you might zet a litle sum to
send to help these poor children. Your parents
can, no doubt, suggest to you some way by
which you can do this. If you can only geta
few cerits, that will do some guod. A few cents
will buy ore or two little hooks, or some paper
to write upon, or some other litle thing. We
are anxious to have these childien come to
school, and we hope you will do all you canto
help us. I am sure brother Taylor will take
much pleasure iz sending on your little contribu-
tions. Hoping to hear from you soon, I remaia

Yours truly. £, M. Prarcy.

Will-God-take care of me?

Mother, will God take care of me? said a lit-
tle boy, who wakiag up in the night found all
dark and still around him. He had probably
been dreaming of wild animals, or something
else which frnightened him. The first thing he
thought of was God. That wes right. God is
everywhere. [He never sleeps. His strong arm
can protect from every evil, and it is a good
thing for fittle children to trust in God, and to
teel that he is their heavenly Father. They
caght to lore their Almighty friend, and ty to
please him every day. - '

Children, do you not feel sorry for these hea-
then that know nothing abont the living God?
Many a little boy and girl in pagan couniries
wonld leap for joy, if they could have a Bible,
¢r go to a Sunday school.  Will you not help to
send them preachers aod teachers, that they may
leain something of that plorious and blessed
God of whom you read, and who gave his Son
to die for sianers? . '

Dying Scenes in Rarotonga,

“Do you,” said Mr. Pitman toa linle pirl,
seven years old, as she lay upon the bed of
death, “do you, my little friend, think of God
and Christ in your afliction?” Tears filled her
eyes, and she was silent. Dut when - the ques-
tion was 1epeated, she answered, ¢ Yes,” “Do
{ou think then,” added the missionary, “that he
oves you? ¢ Perhaps he does.” ¢ Do you
tvish him Jove you!*” when, with much earnest-
ness, she said, “ Yes, 1 do.” ¢ Why did Christ
come into the world??”” ¢ To save sinners.”
“Why did he die?™ ¢ As a sacrifice for cor
sins,” **Should you like to go to Jesus, and to
see his glory 1" . v0 yes,” she said, * I desire
that greatly.” Her delight was in reading and
hearing of the Saviour, and up te the time of|
her death she was brought to the door of the hut
in =hich she dwelt, at the liour when the child-
rer went to that school where she had loved to
be, and would often express her sorrow that she
could ne longer go with them to learn the word
of God. At length the cold hand of death was
upon her, The missionary was not with her at
the time, but just as her spirit was entering into
etemity, her father isquired, ** Where are you
going?* when she replied, **1 am going to
Jesus' Do you desire,” he added, *“to be
with him1?  «Ves,* was her answer; “heis
my Saviour,” And thus, in his embrace, she

HEATHEN GODS.

e enihaeg

The Hindoos have three principal gods, called
Brumhu, Vishou, and Liva. One of these,
Vishnu, is believed by them to have appeared in
ten different forms, as 1epresented in the plate
above. The following is the nonsensical history
of these gods :(—

1. Fish Avatar. At one of the periodical dis-
soluticus of the universe, a number of which
are supposed to have taken place, the Vedas, or
sacred beoks, have been stolen by some demon,
and buried in the ocean. Ihese books being ne-
cessary for the instruction of Brumhu, in new
creating the werM, Vishnu was appointed to
make search. In doing this he assumed the
form of a fish, and brought up the sacred books
from the bottom of the vcean. .

11, Tortoise Acatar. In a certain war be-
tween the gods and demons, the latter were vic-
torivus, and wantonly cast the celestial treasures
into the ceean. At the close of b wartba
gods consulted how ihey might obtain the lost
treasure.  The plan devised was to churn the
ocean. They tore up a mighty mountain for the
churning stick, and tock the divine serpent
Wasookee for a 1ope, which they wound around
the mountain, DBut in this churning process, the
earth began to tremble 2nd sink, Whereupon,
Vishnz assumed the form of a tortoise, and on
his broad back sostained the tottering earth,  To
this hour the lindoos believe the carth is sup-
ported on the back of the tortoise.

11, Hog Aratar. A celebrated demon, by
his religious austerities, had acquired such pow-
er, that he actoally sunk the earth in tho great
abyss. Vishnu, the preserver, assuming the
form of a mighty boar, drew up the sinking
earth with his tusks, and slew the demon.

1V. Lion Avatar. A certain impious giant,
who grealy afflicted the world by his oppres-
sions, had a piovs son named Prulhard, The
father greatly persecuted the Gon, and tried, in
vain, to kil him. After various fruitless at-
tempts to kill his son, the futher in a great rage,
exclimed, ** Where does your preserver dwelll”’
s He is every where,"” meekly replied the son,
% I3 he then in this pillar?*? “Yes,” said the
son. “'Then I will insult him;?" and gave the
pillar a blow with his club. Vishnu instantly
bursting fiom the pillar, in the monstrous form
of a Ner-singh, or man-Jion, tore out the entrails
of the atheistical father. From this time many
began to worship Vishnu under the form he had
now assumed,

V. Duwarf Avalar. The giant Bullee, terri-
ble in his wars with the gods, having accom-
plished the sacrifice of an hundred white horses,
by which he became invincible in arms, contem-
plated the universal destruction. To prevent
this catastrophe, Vishnu became incarnate, in
the form of a pigmy brahmin; and presenting
himself before the giant king, requested aga fa-
vor so much territory as he could measurd with
three footsteps. The favor was granted, apd the
promige ratified, The dwart then resuming his

sank to 1est, and passed into etemity.—Jur,
Miss, Mag, '

o o -
with the second, he overshadowed the fiimament,’
and demanded room for the third.  In this way
he deprived the giant of his kingdom, and for-
ever held him a debtor,

VI. Purushoo-Ramm Avatar. 'The ohjzet of
this incarnation was to destroy a thousand-headed
giant, who had become cxceedingly insolent,
and greatly oppressed tho worshipers of the
gods. Twenty-one assualts the giant sustained ;
but in the twenty-second he wus overcome,

VII. Ram Avatar. The giant Ravun, king
of Lunka, (Ceylon,) stole the wife of Ram.
To obtain the stolen wife, Ram collected an
army of monkies, under the great Hun-nu-man,
This aimy of monkies, under their divine leader
made a bridge of rocks from the continent to
Ceylon. (The rewains of which are, to this
day, called Adam's bridge.) The way being
thus prepared, the army of Ram invaded the
4y and ebiainad the stolen lady.

VIII. Kishnu Avatar, ‘The object of this in-
carnation was to destroy Pru-lum-bu, and other
impious giants. In his childhoed and youth, he
lived in obscurity, amusing himself and his com-
panions, by his various plags and petty thefts.
When he became a man, he exhibited plenary
evidence of his divinity, by destroying the giant
oppressors of the world.

IX. Boodh Avalar. 'The object of this incar-
nation was to destroy the power of the giants,
The manner of effecting this, was not, as on
former occasions, by violence and blood, hut by
deceit. DBy his wiitings and preaching, Boodh
promulzated a system of infidelity and scepti-
cism. The giants, through the infleence of

these doctrines, disbelieved in the gods, and of]
course, ceased to apply to them for thoac pow-
ers, by which they had become such a scourge
to mankind,

"The Hindoos suppose themselves to be, at the
present time, under the influence of this incar-
nation.  This i3 the iron age, or the age of in-
fidelity.

Every thing is necessarily degenerate and
deterioating,  This physical, intellectual and
moral deterioration, the Ilindous imagine, will
continue and increase to some indefinite, future
period, when they expect another inearnation,
which will complete the grand drama.

X. Kulkee Avatar. Thisis still future. Ac-
cording to the most popular shasters, and the ex-
pectations of many of the brahmins, infidelity in
the Ilindvo religicn will incrcase till all hope of|
reviving it will perish from among men. A fow
faithful worshipers of the gods will, however,
remnain, lingering almost in despair around the
sacted places. Then will Vishnu descend from
heaven on a white, winged horse,—placing him-
self at the head of the faithful few, he will do
away infidelity, and convest this iton inw a gold.
en age,

GENERAL REMARKS,

In addition to theso ten great: Incarnations, the popular
shasters teach, that there have been a great multitude of,
other fncarnations of Vishnu, and of other gody and goddess.

tlons at the present day, hldden from common observation,
but which will, by and by, show thepwelves to bo divine.
and obtain a placo on the eataloguoe of the guds, Tu rpesk.
ing of tho number of their goda, the Hindoos are in the
halit of saying, therv ave 330,000,000, By which, it is sup
poted, they mean to say that they arv Inuumerable, using a
defnite for an lndefinite number.

‘These gods are not represented ag ncting in concert,  They
frequently tnvade each others' territorios, and interfero with
cach others’ plans; henee they are unceasingly engaged in
disputes and quatrels, ‘To describa thelr various dizpositions
and exploits, fn ward, conquests, and defeats, 13 o task ne
Tess than a rehearsal of thy whole fable and mythology of
the pooranas, No sins can be nanied, that have not been
commiited by this great family of gods; and yet they are
represented as slnless, becausy they sre gods, and therefors
above moral obligation,

One of the most consoling doctrines of the christlan acrip:
tures I3 that of the holy, wise, and merciful providence of
Jehovah, Whis, to & mind vightly affected, stills every mur
mur, and praduces contentment and happiness, In oll the
viclasitudes of human lifo, But from what part of the
pazan system can be derlvyed comfort in adversity? T
which of the 330,000,000 of goxds can they turn? Tho Eternal,
if Indewd thero bo an Eternal, s {usensible to every thing
that trunsplres! The Inferior gods, for sught the worshipers
can know, may be engaged ln contests with cach other, In
seasons of adversity, the poor pagan has no consolation—in
death, he has no hopo, o must steel his heart with fnsen.
sibility in the hour of affiictlon, and comfort himself, that
he is born Lo an evil desting and cannot belp himslf, In
death, hear him uttering his sorrowful conjectures in some
such langoage as this—* Where am I golog—into what rep,
tile form ahall I pass?—If I lose the human existence, |
must pass through slxty milllons of births among the Lruty
or Inscet tribes, ¢'er I can beeome man again! Oh when
witl these endless trangmigrations eense!~0Oh Gunga receive
me!=Lary, Bam; Narayun, have merey on me!” Amidst
all this doult, and palnful nnxlet,{, he groans and dJies’
Now fables dissipate, nnd cternity, with all Its dread reslle
tiex, 13 dixcloredd to his astonlshed view!

Dear chilldren, can you look ot these foollsh images wor
shiped by the heathen, and not be thankful that you live in
a iand where the true, holy, and merclful Qod i3 known?
And will you be willing to nssist §n sending the ignorant
heathen the blesseil Bible to enllghten them, that they may
cost thelr ilols to tha moles aud Lats and worship the cter
nal Jehovah?

Southern BDaptist Convention.
Correspondence of the Foreign Beard.

Communications relating to the general busi-
ness of the 'oteign Mission Board, may be ad-
dressed, post puid, to

Jastes B, Tavror, Cor. Sec.
Richmond, Va.

Communieations enclosing donations, or relat
ing to the financial department, may be address
edto Arcnieand ‘Tuomas, Treas.

Richmond, Va.
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gudlike form, with one step, covered the earth,

s, The prevalent opinlon iy, that there are many Incerna
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