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t«* The Cross the Test,

From the German,

Some with Jesus are delighted
. Whilo he spoaks of joys to come,
.. Thinking that to them is plighted
After death, a happy home;

But tho “ eross "—when be declares it,
* None but he who takes and bears it

_ Can my twe disciple bo ;"
Few-~how few !—to this agree.

All are pleased when ¢ Come ye weary!?

‘They can hear the Saviour suy ;
" ‘Dut "is language harsh and dreary,

¢ Enter yo the nanow way.”

While ¢ flosanna!*® men aré singing,

All can love, Dut when is ringing,

¢ Cruceify him!"’~—at the sound,

Nothing more of love ig found

Whilo his hands arg food supplymg, L
All with joy his bounty take;
" When in anguish he is lying,
Nono for his protection wake,
_ Thus may Jesus have our praises,
W Vhilo gur hopes and joys he raiscs;
# !Thit whould lie Kis favors hide, C .
. Love to him would not abide,

«

Is thy joy in Christ arising -
From thy love to him alone?
‘In his sorrows sympathising,
Can’st thou malke his griefs thine own?:
Should he cease with hope to bless thes,
* Should dark fears and doubts distress thee;’
Still confiding, could'st thou say,
. ¥ Jesus, thou art all my stay?”’

_ In thyself, Lord, thou art wouthy,

Allour love is but thy dus;
~ Saints and angels cry before thee,

“Thou art holy, just and true!?’ ‘

Whoso, on thy bright perfections

Fisesall his best affections,

Has, in loving thee, a part

That shall satisfy his heart,

RIS S

o T
For the Commission,

.

Objector to Missions, Hearken!

We sometimes hear it said, by even profes-
sors of religion, # Well, 1 don’t know that we
are uniler any particular obligation to send the
gospet to those barbarians—they cannot appre-
ciate it, and ‘will perhaps Kkill you if you go
among theln, We don't know that it will do
them much good; and besides, we have a plenty
to do at home.” -Now suppose one of the
heathen converts from our missionaty stations,
sholld come to this country and hear such ex-
pressiund from professéd Christians.  Would he
not say, ““After all, have T been deceived! 1
thought the Dible the missionary gave me,
tanght 2 world-wide henevolence—a sympathy
for all mankind ; in faet, T am sure the founder
of this religion said to his disciples, ¢ go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creatute.’ But I suppose, from what these
Christians in America say, (and they ought to
know,) that by going into all the world, he only
meant_go among the iitelligent and enlightened

nations, who can appreciato the gospel, for the
barblrlans aro not a part of tfie world, O, my
God' c:m “this be so! Must all my hopes be
lostd“ Mast T Took upon fyself ‘and my nation

~

“|-ev - For whom eternal ages .,

-

as,outeasts from thy mercy, for whom theie is. no
sajvation, no God, no heaven? Forbid ity AI—.
mighty God! when thou hast =aid o thy Snn,
‘T'will give thee the heathen for thipe inheri-
tance; and the uttermost parts of the earth for
thy, possession;® yes, when thou hast said,
¢1 have set thee to bea light to the Gcnules,
that thou shouldest. bo for salvation to the ends
of tho carth.’ Oh! may I not hope that I and
my dying conntrymen ara included in the num-
ber? If thy Son came toseck and to save lhose
who are lost ; if he came to preach the gospel to
the poar and, needy, and that those who sit in
darkness, might have light, surely we are of that
number?™

-Now we ask you seriously, Christian reader,
if this puor Karen, Burman, ot Chinese convert,
would not thus come to a just conclusion, that
they were a part of ¢all the world’ 1o whom
tho gospel was commanded to be preached’
But if you will pardor. us, we will ask another
question,  What do you suppase he would think
of your Chrstianity, if you manifested no desire
that his idolatrous countrymen should have the
gospel! To know what he would think, you
only have to imagine yourself in his situation.
When you have done this, let the golden rule of
acripturc have its duo effect upon your heart—
“ Whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even 8o to them,”’

40 Christian! happy Christian !
For whom a-Saviour died,
“Whose patient gnardian angels
it o Wait ever at thy side;
Have piled their treasures high,~
::Can suth as thuu be silent, oo

E 'T'ﬁ'ou shouldst be calm, the raiher,
When ruin reigns on high,
When worlds with blazing, fragments
Shall flood the trembling sky !
+ Nay, smile at this as trifling ;
But shudder at the e1y .
Of millions who in ruin; . .. . .
Can ne’er in ruin die!
. A B.C.
Madison University, July, 1850,

For the Commlssion;

Beautiful INustration.

No book ahounds so mueh in bright figures and
beautiful allusions, as does the word of God.
Let me instance one, out of many, found in this
tich repository of truth, '

Paul says, (2 Cor. iii: 18,) * We all, with
open face beholding (in the word,) as in a glass
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from gloty to glory, even as by the Spirit
of the Lord.”

When 1 read the above pussagg, I cannot help
thinking [of* tho late daguerrotype invention, for
taking the human likeness, as affording a beauti-
ful illusiration of the Divine impression made
on the soul, in the work of regeneration.

The difference, however is very essential,
The Holy Spirit accupies the place of the ‘hu-
man operator; God himself, the place of him
whose image is to b taken ; the word, or gospel,
the place of the glass fixment; and the fleshly
tables of the heart, occupy the place of the
silvee plate, on which the human likeness is
made, by reflection. Hencs the Divine image
is made, upon a Aidden member; but, it is %o con-
structed, as to shiné out, through the sutfounding
darkness, and become a tangible and valuabl(.
reality, through life; and at death, proves a pass-
port Lo a world of unfading bliss! . ‘

Now as we ure wont 1o rub off every defile:
ment which obscures a human likencss we high-
ly esteern, so it is our .dmy, and interest too, to
keép the Divinc image clear of all m’oml‘_deﬁlé-
ments ** which war agamst the sonl!”

.And let the heaihen dig ) L0750 B i

" Dear reader, yiu a18 awile hal’it is a"profifa-

ble business to be engaged in taking the human
likeness, It is 'inﬁnile]y morg $9,.to be con-
cemad in producing the Diving likeness, or
fmage, in the 'zoul’
- Hark, ye! What does the jidgo xsay1 “They
that (instrumentally) turn many to rightesusness,
shall skine as the stars forever and ever.”.,
Reader,.can_you refuse to work in a matter
mvolvmv so,much. interest and gain,to yomself
and to olbexs’ I pause for a p1 acaq_zl reply. |
Yours, in, truth S. R.
Clmlon, K, on Aurrust, 1800 '

 For the Commisslon

“He haé more Faith than I Have.”

The othet day T traveled on the boat jn com-
pany with a geatleman who (with his family,)
was on his way to New York, whence he ex-
pected to pmceed to Jerusalem., He was going
ont as a missionary, A Jady, who was also
along, a member of the church, hearmg of his
object and destination, remarked sumewhat sneer-
ingly, “ he has more faith thanI have.”” She
evidently thought he had less sense, seemed to
speak indeed as if trusting in the blessed promxse
ot the Saviour, accompanying the commlsszon,
“ Lo, I am with you always,” &c., was an evis

'dence of tho greatest folly.

Somd people are not content with not obeying
the command of Christ 1hemselves, but throw
cold water on all the efforts of others, and, coolly

tidicule those, who, like Paul, count all l]ungs
1Ioss for Christ. And yet such persons profess to
.| be the soldiers, servants, stewards. .of Christ!

Well has it been said that God maust convert the
’ ,‘church before the world can be converted by her

msuumenmhty Lamentable is it if having faith
enough o go and preach the’ gospe) isa. mnrk
vither of fanaticism or folly. Had the missiona-
1y alluded to been going away from home to seek
gold 1o recruit wasted health, ot to make scien-
tific explorations in the East, all would have been
well enough. ‘
Tow the.wisdom of God and the world différ!
How murh, alas,. of the spmt of the world is
creepmg into the visible church X.Y.Z

oY

}‘or the Commlssicn.. X

A Generous Slave,’

A writer in the Apiil number of the Southern
Presbyterian Review, saysi— :

“We know of a female slave who, out of the
fruits of her own industry,”broug'ht, in the most
piivate and modest mannet, ta her minister, og
two different occasions, four silver half-dollass,
and on another cccasion, sent Him 4 five dollar
bill, because, as she expressed it, she ¢ felt ‘anx-

jous to do something for these ‘many thousands

who are going to perdition with nd vue to point
them 1o Jesus, as you faithfully and kindly point
him to us’.  And when this?minister fearful lest
it might be wrong for him thus {o receive these
contrihutions, amounting 6 nitie dollars, from one
slave, waited. on hor. iistress' and ‘stated the
circumstance, he was told that it was all 1ight,

that she was, especially since her expenence of|:
seligion, both a faithful servant in domv het}’

mistress’ work, and also mduslnous in lmp;o‘{m-’
her own hours of time, so that Ly tallonng and
mantus-making, and baking cakes for sale, she
accumulated, honestly and faitly, the means of
being charitable,”

How many of our readers aie as chamablc as
{his slave?

A Farm for S¢ 1A-Bldders Wanted

 ave you sdld that faim yeﬂ” o

# What farmt»- -

“ Yours ceftainly."

“ Why do you ask that! Whai' am I fo sell
my farm for? -

. Because Chridt cumm'mds you {6 do ti0)

o1 did 06t Kow thial! befoter,”” o4 id

your flesh as' it wete fire.

Tt VR

4 That is strange indéed: “You: ought'td havé"
known it,surely, What did Jou tell thé mis
sionary: agent,'when' he called ron-'you* a: short
time ago 1 e Y ey m‘u

$ T told him I had rio mioney, #

. And'you thougln‘iham good reason:for not
giving; did yoa ¥ e sl ol

“ Cemm]yI did: = How: canJ nge 'wherii
have'no money 12 " Lt g iifiend wdt
o+ % Twill telt ‘you that . presently Jubut first ans
swen e anothidr questioniis: Whatidid, Yed: 311

'~ ot

LT ALY "M

. | the agent you had’done with (your.mihey 1M hisy

# T told him I had paid it on: the: land sl
bought" T

¢ Just:so I ‘thocght.- Now, brother;-this (s
an ‘old story of yours, and I ath going: toidéal
fanhfully with you, for the:honor of :my Master
requires it. I remember;:two yedrs ago; I calledt
on--you ‘in ‘behalf of ‘the: Aferican::Board.t:1t
was a piessing times  Therewas -dangerxthat
all dur missionaty operations-would: be-gréatly
crippled for-want.of funds: You had ‘just con:
cluded a batgain for another ‘plecé of:land] and -
said it'would take all- you could rake-afidscrape
to'pay forit. The Tract Society’sadent/came
along, and made an earnest' appesl. -~You ‘44l
owed a lintle on yourlind, and ‘could-do nothing
for the cause-of benevolence until that:ivas paidi
Then the Bitle! Scciety presented «its ‘claifs—
you had just bought 2 horse; 4nd could'da hoths
ing. Afterwapds, Home-Missions=you had.lent ’
your moriey a'short tife: before, and hid nond
by you. -Now, brother, these exciises of buyidg:
and being in debt will not do. You can't escaps
tho ¢claima uf the Lotd'by any such manceuvring!
Ha has'been beforehand withi you,:and futia‘text
in:the. Bible on purpesete meet the plea-of those
who say they have no mouey, Yo&wﬂl&% "
in Luke, 12} 33— Sell, that thou' hast;and give
alms,! Have no money! ‘Thén sell a few acres
and get some. Sell 4 horse—a cow—some mer:
chandize. What right have you to be, speculi-
ting ‘on God's money; to have it pledged to
Mammon beforehand; so'that you proiést-évery
order thé Lord Jesus sends -you, ‘and feel easy as
long as you can say, ‘I am:in'debt;’ ort1 am
‘| about buying more.! - It is g fraiidulent tiansfer

.{to avoid a.just.claim. The Loid can carry. on

his purpdses without your money.. Certainly'he

can, for the silver and gold aiz all ‘his, But hé

has a mortgage on your property, and if it is not

cancelled, one of two things: you may‘expect,

Either! he will send g execution by the hand of

one of his strong sheriffs, viz., fire, fload, or blast:

ing, or mildew; ‘orelse it will remain only to be

a curse fo youand your children, Your gold

and silver will be cankered, and the 1ust of them

will -be as a withess against you, and shall eat .
The Lord: Jesus'
allows you, as a redeemed sinner, the privilege

of bringing an offering asatestlmomal of your

gratitndes ‘ ‘

“Q! this ever blymw for self :md never sel- .
ling for Christ! My brother reverse the ‘order,
Begin to sell for Christ. The world'is ge‘ltmg
oo much of Your hem ”—Central 'Chtistinn
Hcmld. e , Sty

. S ey ;!\!I".‘i
L IRl ot
stsmnary Progress. i
Wiihin a period of fifty'yéds past, i it is said
{hat about two thousand mlsstohanes Fave been
sent to differént heathen cbunmes frorn Ch L
nations.,  Upwards of 7,000 native asbistirts
| have been employed it tedching and preaching
ihe' gospel.  Abdut 4,000 churches have*beén
organized, whose aggregate members nmoumt
nearly or quite 240,000 “Thiree: thousand “fris-
&onary sthools have been establistied, embra'é'ég’
250,000 childrén; and all this, whete ﬁftV Yemf
ngo, ‘there was not a sitigle scholar,a‘ smgle

26y

| ehureh; a single convert; ora single: nussmnary‘

The Seripturcs: have-been published {n two' hun3
 dred I:mguages and dialects, and may be read m

| linguages spokien by olx hundred milliong'of-ike

inhabitants of the globe"" wvuzsyig +d) 1o \mm
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THE COMMIbSION

" RICHMOND, SEPTEMBER 15. 1850,
fObedxent, Patient Faith Needed

Nevcr, in the history of missionary operations,

has* unwavering:faith-in the promises of* God'

“been more called for than at the preseat time.
The aspect of the churck and of the world,
though not. such ‘as to discourage, yet requircs

*strong Christian confidence, implicit’ reliance in

a covenant keeping- God. The novelty of the
wissionary -enterprise; which served ss au offset
10 the greater difficulties conzected. with its inei-
piency, has now passed away. The misezies of
the heathen, their mental darkness, moral degia-
dation, horrid sacrifices, have ‘all ‘been spoken of
till their very familiarity causes them to be disre-
gardéd. Ther, too,in regard to cur own mis-
#ions, it isa fact, that notwithstanding the evi-
dences of God's favor on our operatioas, there
have not been those signal and extraordinary’
effusions of God’s blessing which have in days
gone by cronned missionary labor, and sent a
thrill of gratitude and encouragement through the
church at home, e heard, not many days ago,
a good sister lamenting that she heard none of
the interesting accounts now from heathen lands
which she once did; she thought such relations of
the horrors of idol worship, and human sacrifi-
ces, as the first missionaries sent home, so well
calculated to arouse thechurch, and the accounts
of the glorious outpoarings of God’s Spirit, such
as were received from Burmah and the Pacific
isles, so likely to encourage to fresh exertions.

This is all well enougk. Qur missionaries
should give us just as interesting commanications
from tbeir heathen homes as they can. Thisthey
do. The hotrors of heathenism, and the suceess
of the. gespel in dispelling s gloom as seen
practically illustrated by our missionaries, ought
10 serve as-an argument for, an incitement to
fresh and antiring diligence in our work. Bat
what we wish to say is this—when no longer we
bear; sonl-stiring accounts of heathen misery,

&c., let us stil] Jabor un—labor till Christ's.coui-
mand is obeyed. _When few converts are brought
into onr churches, let vs not despair, ut trust
Christ’s promise. Let us labor because that is
Christ’s last commend, Let us hope, for “ heis
faithful '* whe calls us to Lis service,

Obedient, patient faith '—faith which will la-

bor because Chrisi so esjoins—faith which wilj|
wait because he piomises—this is what we
want. :
Bat for a3 incentire to incressg earnestness, we
teg leave to urge that the condition of the unre-
geaerate heathen is notless tolerable now than
it has been. Though the gospel has already
dose much, millions are yet starving for the
bread of life.

.As ar encouragement to patient, hopeful faith,
too, we point to the long (apparently) fruitless
labor of Carey in India, and of the missionaries
to the Saadwich isles, and then tain to the glori-
ous harvest which crowned their years of patient
oil.

Twd’ Principles of Action,

Men do not act without sore motive, There
can be no movement without an impelling power,
This is just 2s true of human action as of ma-
chinery. Whetever we see men eatnastly en-
gaged energetically laboring, we may know thay
there is a cause for this—an inciting, stimulativg
principle somewhere.

If we Jook at the mass of mankind, we see on
every side signs of activity and enternnse. Men
are busily engaged for' some purpose or other.
Not many in this day can be charged with indo-
lence. The only question is, whether all the
exertion put forth is for right purposeé, and
from right motives.

Now all the various incentives 10 action by
wl.mh men are influenced, may be reduced to
two——the love of self, or the love of Christ,

The first of these hasinduced men to endure
great sufferiug and hardship, to encounter innu-
merable difficulties, and 1o make great sacrifices,
The, yotary. of ambition, for the glory of slf,
cheerfully suffers toil and penury, and foregocs
many of the pleasures of social, life.. The wor-

slupper at mammon 's slmne. to. aecum power ot
lnxuty Hor self, \\nl] for yeats;’ “rise enrly and
set 'up late, and eat the bread of carefulness,”

|will day by. day. pore over. Jeger and journal, or

hasten froz all the ecdearments of home to some
ae“]y discovered Eldorado, until in'the one case,
by care, in the other by exposure, he falls, to
death an unprepared victim. To bs short, neat-
Iy all tho baterprise which has been manifested
in the whole history of the world, nearly all that
WG see now, is sttributable to the motive of self
love. Ttis anomaipotent, all-pervading principle.
Every sect, sex, class, condition of mankind,
live, mord or less, undet its ever presont in-
fluenze.

But thero is a class of m:mkind, which pro-
fosses to have had this motive subdued and
brought into subjection to this other principle—
the love of Christ. It is to be emarked however,
that many making such professiens, do very little
for Christ—are very little incited to action by
the love they profess to bear for him, Now
as thess persons possess capacities, and these ca-
pacities were brought into exercise by self-love,
one of two conclusions follows—either 1st. The
love of Christ is powerless a3 a motive to action,
or else 2nd, those who ate not induced by it to
self-denying exertion, know nothing experiment-
ally of its influence. The love of Christ power-
less! Why ’tis the golden chain that binds even
angels closer to the throne of God, Thelove of
Christ constiained the devoted Paul to yield even
his life in Chiist’s service. The lave of Christ
fired the heants of Stepben and the whole list
of martyrs who wateted the seeds of truth with
their ‘tlood. The love of Chiist sent Henry
Martyn, and Cary, and Boardman, to the shotes
of heathenism, to suffering, to death. And now,
we hear Judsan, who has been toiling for years,
and like Paul, dying daily, saying, with death
staring him in the face, saying in transport of de-
light, ** Oh, the love of Chiist! the love of
Christ!” Bt the hypothesis that this principleis
powerless, istoo absurd to be contemplated.  Oh,
God what shall tecome of man, whence shall
salvation come, when Chusl’s love can no longer
movet s

But if this motive does exert a pmvetful influ-
euce, it follows, that those whom it does not im-
pel to sacrifice and exertion, are not under its in-
fluence. The selfish Christian is no Christian.
The iodolem Christian is a centradiction. *¢If
ye love me keep my commandments.”

Hereisatest. You are laboring or planning,
if mainly for yourself, where your devotion to
Christ? Without devotion, where your evi-
dence of love to him?

The priaciples assumed in this"article, are
based on the Dible. The conclusions are de-
monstrated from them. They are, must be,
true, If they are, professed Christian reader,
czamine yourself.

Alas, how many who professing to have the
love of Christ shed 2broad in_their hearts, act
only under the influence of self-love. When
there shall be more praying for Christ's gldty,
more giving to extend his kingdom, more going
in obedience to his lust command, we may believe
there will be a greater prevalence of his love
among the churcheg. These are the only evi-
dences that such a love exists and influences.

— &

Line of Steamers to Afriéa.

We are happy to see that the commilies ap-
pointed by Congress, to consider the propriety of
establishing a line of steamers to Africa, have 're-

probably be passed to carry out this enterprise,

The primary object in the establishment of
this line, is the forwarding of the cause of col-
onization. This is 2 worthy object, deserving
the good wishes and aid of -every phxlanthmpxst,
not to say Christian,

So intimately are the interests of our mis-
sions connected with the prosperity.of the colony,
that we cannot but regard this movemeut as be-
tokening good for us in this respect, as thia com-
munication must increase the colonies, Com-
munication with our missionaries will be facili-
tated, and the operations on the Coast will be
brought more directly under the eye of the

Bourd. - We shall re)mce «to_see thig plan g0

ported favorably to such a sclieme. A bill will

into operatior. 'I‘hus mdirccll)’, yot powexfully,
do the various lmprmements of: the day favora-
bly inflience the mission‘cause, -

The Dxﬁ‘erence.‘ N

Faity years ago the American churches were
profoundly Slumbering on the subject of sénding
the gospel to the heathen, Not only ‘wete there
no Boards or organizations for tho diffusion of
teligious truth among the heathen nations, but
the whole church appeared ignorant of or indif-
ferent to the Saviour’s last comunnd At this
time, there were some four or five young men
studying for the ministry together at college.
God’s Spirit operated upon their minds, and they
became imptessed with the duty of doing some-
thing for tho salvation of the perishing natisas of
the earth, Determined to do something, and
ansious to be themselves] the bearers of the
glad tidings of great joy, to thoso who sat in the
regions of darkness, they earnestly besought the
churches to institute some plan by which this
wight be accomplished, Through their influ-
ence, under Gud, was formed the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions—
and then the Baptist General Convention, and
since that many other societies, &c., of the
greatest value to the cause of Christ.

Now, (oh mortifying contrast!) when the fa-
cilities for going out as missionaries are great-
ly increased, when ths sacrifices aro compara-
tively nothing, when great and effectual doors are
opening in every heathen clime, when the Mace-
doniaa cry echoes from Asia, Europe and Aftica,
when the requisite money can be Taised, when
the cry is for men to go—now from tho whole
South, scarcely one is found saying send me.
Why look forty years ago—young men were
saying * who will hold the rope while we go
down into the deep dark well of heathenism?”
Now, the church provides every facility, and
calls loudly, * Whom shall we send? who wiff
go for us?” .

Oh, dear youug brethren of the South, will

it, and pray to'Christ to help you decide? Re-
collect what Christ did.

#Down from the shinirg courts sbove

With joyful baste ke came.”
Caa you hesitate thea? God grant that you
may be led by his Spirit to do right.  Act in
view of the actount you must give.

Notice.

The Corresponding Sectetary of the Board of|
Foreign Missions has now been sick for more
than three months. This statement will explain
why some letters have remained unanswered ;
and will also account for any deficiency in the
conduct of either the Journal or Commission.
We hope our brother may, in the course of a
month more, be able to resume the important

delicafe.

OUR MISSIONS.

© Africa,
Death of Brother Goodale.

Tha following resolutions, relative to the death of Brother
Coodale, were adopted at the meeting of the Doard in Au-
gust, but from an oversight, were not published In the
Commission of last monthi~

Wugneas, intelligence has reached the Board
of the death of Rev. Hervey GoopaLx, one of
our missionaries to Central Afriez, therefore,

5 Resolved, That in this afflictive providence,
we are catled to mourn the Joss of an esteeined
brothet and faithful scrvant of the Redeemer.,

2, Resolved, That the example of Christian
devotion to the welfare of the heathen, furnished
by our departed brother while living, and the:
zeal and energy with which he gave himself to
the work of his Master, should incite his breth-
ten who survive him, to greater efforts to send
the gospel to that benighted people to whom he
longed to make known its blesscd truths, and for
whose salvation he \v:l]mv]y sacrificed himself, .

3. Resolved, That we smcerely sympathxze

with hls bereaved relauves in the losa they havo

none of you go? Will you not at least thiok of

duties of his office. His health is, hm\ever. still|-

sustmncll and pray that He who has; thus afe
ﬂxcted them;] may afford them the gracxous ‘conso-

W

lations of hxs Holy.Spirit. "~ L

Bassa Cove. iy

Comraander Marsten, of the U. 8. Navy,lna reportl made
of avisit to tho colony of Liberls, makes. the, following
interesting statements relative to Bassa Cove, where our
most lutevesting misslon stations aro located y— .

The country of Grand Bassa, of which Dassa
Cove, although not the most populous, is the
county town, is principally iohabited by emigrahts
fiom Virginia and Maryland, and a few from
South Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, and Tennes-
see, with a very small number flom New York
and Connecticut. The town of Dassa Cove lies
on'the point formed by the junction of the rivera
St. Johns and. Benson: and almost immediately
opposite, at tho union of the St, Johns and
Mechlin rivers, is situated the town of Edina,
and further up the St, Johns, is the town of
DBexley,

Bassa Cove contains two hundred and sixty
inhabitants ; Edina, four hundred and thirty; and
Bexley, three hundred and eighty; about one-
fifth of whom in each town are natives, the 1e-
mainder aro emigrants from the United States.

All these places aro 1cgularly laid out into
streets running at Tight augles, some of which
are sixty, and some eighty feet in width; and
the squares are three hundred feet, allowing cach
building lot to be sixty feet by a depth of one
hundred and fifty. 'T'ho buildings are construct.
cd chiefly of wood, which iit my opinion is bad
policy, as the constant interchange of wet and
dry scasous, causes them to 10t: and added to
this, the myriads of insects which this climate
supplies, makes them voon go to decay. This
cauld be avoided hy substituting stono or brick ;
the latter article being now made in various parts
of the Republic; but that which I should recom-
mend in place of either of the above amc]es, 13
iron.

It gave me much pleasure to learn from all
with whom 1 have conversed, that the moral and
religious condition of this part of the Libeiian
Republic is most cheering ; there being but lintle
vice, while a truly gratifying 1eligious character
ia very appatent.

Basss Cove contains two churches, one be-
longing to the Baptists, the other to the Method-
ists. Eptya has three churches, Methodist,
Baptist, and Preshyterian; and Bextey also has
two chirches, belonging to the two first denbmi-
nations, Attacked 10 each of these churches is
a flourishing Sunday school, attended by natives,
as well as American children; the average at-
tendunce in the above threo towns being two
hundred and eighty-five, of whom one hundied
and twenty are native youths, There are ‘also
at llexley twe day schools, and Bassa Cove and
Fdina cach has ene, '

Ghina, SN

from Brother Yates,

Shanghai, May 6th, 1850,

"It is not money which we necd so much, niw
but men, wiites an active agent of our Board,
Southern Baptiats ! disciples of the Lord Jesus!
what meancth this? Is the Saviour’s last com-
mand, ** Go ye into all the world, and preach my
gospel to every creature,” addressed to every
other body of Christians, but not. to you? Have
you gone and aid, * Loid, what wilt thou have
me 10 do?" and has the answer been, Abide
where thou art—go pot to the heathen—let Chi-
na’s millions. of dark-minded idolators alone, 10
bow down to wood and stone} Drethien, what
meaneth this?  Are yout souls drawing back be-
cause some who gave themselves to thi. otk
have been suddenly taken away? Cluistians die
at home as well as abroad, and we are not au-
thorized to expect that the lives of missionaries
will be miraculously presetved. If every mis-
gionary in the wide world were to dic suddenly,
and in a very short space of time, that would not
alter the Saviout's last command—that would not
telease you from your obligations to obey it. 1
verily believe that one design which the Loxd of
the harvest has in removing such, is to test your
Iove to him—to try whether or not you aze will-
mg to forsake father and mothcr, and a]l that you

Lette
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have for the glory of his name. And, beloved
brethren, this is a matter which duty, not choice,
must decide. You ate commanded to preach the
gospel to every creature. *¢Fieely yo have re-
ceived, freely give.”  You know the value of the
soul.  You belicvo that “ therd is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby
we can be saved, but by and through the Lord
Jesus Christ.”” Then, “why stand yeall the
day idle?  Go yealso into the vineyard,”?  Ag
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even
30 40 them,”?

Your mission at Shanghai has but three malo
members.  Already enfeebled by diseaso, thesa
three must, ere a great while, cease fiom their
labors.  They have laid the foundation—will
rone of you build thereon? They have gathered
the first fruits—will none como to reap the plen-
teous harvest?

Are thete not young men amongst the South-
ern churches, whose hearts glow with love to
the Saviour and melt with compassion for the
heathen?  J.would ask them upon what grounds
they have decided that personal consecration to
this work isnot their duty? And I would be-
seech them to see if tho arguments with which
they have been hushing the voico of conscience,
aro such as will stand the test of the final judg-
meat.  Where is brother J. M——, whom I
knew at W. F. College, whose cnergy of char-
acter is so well suited to the missionary life?
*Lord Jesus, lover of souls, dircctor of spirits,
conqueror of hearts, choose thy own instruments,
prepare thy weapons, select thy own sacrifices,
open to some understandings the glory of this
work amang the lieathen, touch some hearts with
the invisible constraints of thy dying love!"

&
Letter from Sister Shuck.
Shanghai, April 28t

There has been more than usual to make me
love and feel an wterest in my work lately, Not
a day last week, I think, but 1 have had one ot
more intercsting conyersations with Chinese wo-
men. I havo told you before something of ¢ our
neighbors,” There is one living scarcely moro
than a stone’s throw from our house—a widow
woman, left with fivo ¢hildren to feed daring this
year of famine. We found out early last fall
her situation. We had visited her before, and
had talked with herself and husband, who was
then alive. If I mistake not, one. of the argu-
ments used by Mr. Shuck was, that the hour of
death was near and they knew it.not, and there-
fore it was important to believe.in Jesus,

When we went again, the husband was in his
coffin in the back part of the house, and the mo-
ther with so sad a look sitting among her child-
ren, wha looked up to her for the food she had
not to give. Since that time we have tried not
to forget them, and have in every way possible,
without leaving them to consider themselves beg-
gars, relieved their wants. The woman 2nd the
older children keep the grass out of my yard, and
in that. way earn a few cash, They have some
ground attached to their little House, in which
they have some cabbages planted. The few
that were large enough to sell, helped them oc-
casionally to their rice, Sho has also frequently
got some fire-wood of this ground, whick [ have
bought from hor when ehe could get it cuts We
often have presents of Chinese cakes and'sweet-
meats, which wo do not eat—these are generally
given to her lile children, Thus she has got
aver the winter, and will, before long, have quite
a quantity of cabbage large enough to cut for
market, By assisting her thus occasionally, and
supplying her with food whea we knew she
could not ohtain any, wo have succeeded in gain-
ing her confidence, and T think she looks upon us
all here as her friedds. Sho has been induced
several times to coma and go with our Sung
Sungs to the chapel. For the last week or two
she has been coming to me to be taught to pray.
[ have'beea trying 1o induce het in her own room
to_knec] down and attempt (albeit it be but a
form,) worship to the true God. (My own
nurse does so quite regularly.) We have. also
been trying to get her to' do away with the use
of din pak and all sorta of idolatrous things, and
encourage her to keep her house in better order.
1 -suféceeded"'in getting her to allow me to take

A

down a swing of din pak and throw it into her
kitchen fire,  She also professes to have no more
made in her house. We hope that she may be
influenced.  While-we teach, we would pray for
the influence of the Holy Spirit, which alone
can effectually change the heart,

May 5.—To-day being Sunday, T began a lit-
tle sermon with some Chinese women. I have
often had prayers with one or two, or even more,’
but to-day I had five. I haye been endeavoring
to have such,a meeting for many Sabbaths, but
failed, owing to my depending on the promise of
the women to come. "To-day 1 took my little
daughter with me, and requested them to come
Jjust then, that T wished them with mo io pray to
the trve God, All1 acked came, with- tho ex-
ception of one ‘family, I did not ask many,
knowing how ignorant thej were of behaviour:
on such occasions, I took a picture T had of
Adam and Evo expelled from the garden of
Eden, and also one of the crucifizion, and gave
them an account of the creation and fall of man,
and the mercy of God in giving his Son to die
for those, who thus become sinuers. They lis-
tened, asking questions occasionally, I read to
them the verse, “ God so loved the world,” &e.,
in proof of what I had said of his willingness to
save, aud afterward prayed. Afier they had
learned how 1o kneel, they viere very quiet, and
manifested no disposition to leave afier the ser-
vices were over, but remained asking questions
and drinking their tea for sometime.

. 'They left, promising to come again next Sun-
day, '

s
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The Disciple Wong Yu San,

You will remember that I mentioned to you
sometime ago, that the above young man, who
was bapized last September, was a native of the
larga -and renowned city of Soo Chow, about
fifty milesfrom Shanghai. After he had been
baptized, he returned to Sco Chow, but his fa-
ther, refused hiin residenze under his roof after
ha found out that his sou had ropudiated-the gods
of his country and entered a foreign religion,
He repaired to a boarding-house, irheré he was
taken sick'and soon became pennyless. When
he had nearly recovered, bis father so far relented
as to pay his board, but still refused to allow himi
to become one of his family, - 1I¢ then deter-
mined to 1emove to Shanghai to seek, in earnest,
a livelihood for himself, e laid his case befors
brother Yates and mysclf, and said that be knew
a little about printing, but did not know:how to
cut the blocks, After thinking over the matte:
some days, brother Yates and myself determined
to fee a practical block cutter to teach Wong Yu
San the art, He entered into the arrangement,
camestly, and by close alteation, in one month’s
time ho made such advances. as to enable him to
execute simple jobs entirely himself, At pre-
sent heis doing well in the, printing business,
and has jobs from four different missions in
Shanghai, and gives satisfaction. Our mission
has constantly piinting to be dong, and this disci-
ple we believe is going 10 be of great service to
the cause, by printing our Cliristian books with
promptness and eave, and at a cost less than we
can have them done by other printers.  Agggher
thing which is encouraging to us s, that here isa
Christian business native supporting himself iu-
dependently, without any aid frsm the mission,
and does no work on Surdays. e atteads all
our services, on. Lord’s days and other days, and
affords his active aid in seating and arranging
the congregations.  Ie is also 2 member of my
Sunday morning Bible class, and I »believve‘hi'mv
to be a growing Christian, Some time ago 1
had a thought of putting him at a course of stu-
dy, with ‘a view that in some futye years he
might become an assistant.

Sce Saw Ling, the other disciple, was offered
a school sometime ago, and the arraugements
ahout concluded, when the heathen parents in a
body gave the school to another teacher, because’
See refused to agres to teach in the same way
on Sundays as on other days. We are about
opening our new mission schocl, and we design
letting him be the teacher of it, ay he has been a

school teachet for somo years. ~  T. L. 8.

Letter from Sister Yates.

Spring has fully set in, and the trees, hedges
and fields are beautifelly green. During the
winter, the streets ‘were, much of the time im-
passable to female feet, from mud and water; but
now this dificulty is remaved; and we find it
pleasant tovisit our Chinese neighbors. Most
of the women listen politely to what we tell them
about the errors of idolatry and the blessings of
Christianity, ‘Severalhave come on the Sab-
bath, at our. request; 1o accompany vs o the
chapel, Ohe of these, a-poor; widow, with five
children, lives ‘very neat us, and has had * ling

(upon line; and ‘precept upon, precept.” I have

frequently tried to prevail upon her to take down
het ‘ chaw-qune,''—kitchen ‘god—promising at
the same time to give "her..as ‘many cash as she
paid forit. Last Sabbath she came as usual to
go to the chapel,‘and, sat”down in my room Lill
our women got ready to start. I urged her to
attend closely to the sermon, and treasure up the
teacher’s words. Bat just then remembering
the * chaw-qune,” 1 said,  You consénted to
let me have your kitchen god, but you have not
brought it yet, and therefore I know you are
not willing to part with it, But remember, you
cannot worship Jesus and false gods too.” She
insisted that she did believe in Jesus; and a
day or two after, brought the *.chaw-qune,”
I was very anxious to get the shrine with the
god, all dusty and sooty as it was, but my wo-
man teld me she said she could not take jt down,
for if she did she would have no more rice to eat.
This hitzhen god is only a small sheet, of coarse
paper, with some ugly faces painted onit. Itis
rolfed lossely, and stands on one end of the
shrine, 'which is placed in a niche in the chim-
ney. Un the 23d of the twelfih nmonth, some
wine or tea, and several,bowls of eatables, with
a pair of chop-sticks, iwo lighted candles and-a
stick of incense, are set out on the chaw-dur,
cooking range. Just outside the front door,
seme straw and *“ nuih pan,” (gilt paper made
into the form of ingots and strung,) are heaped
up, and ‘on the top of this heap, a small _paper
sedan chair i3 set, and the god is brought,out and
placed in thw sedan. The master of the house-
hold, or if he be dead, his oldest sou, then sets
fira to the stezw and paper, and bows four times,
Tt is believed that the god goes straight to hea-

ven and gives an account of all he has:seen dur- | .

ing the year, On new year’s day, or in the mid-
dle of the first month, a new one is inaugurated
with the same display of meats and drinks,.and
the same number of bows by the nmastey, of . cere-
monies, . :

i
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A Chinese Beggar,

. . : SN URR
From our back verandah, 1 saw'a poor beggar |~

woman contending with the dogs for theit diner.
She had a stick and succeeded in securing seve-
1al pieces of meat. T called 10 her to desfst, and
brought her a loaf of bread which' had been
spoiled for my table.  As T held it up 10 her'she
seemed almost wild with delight. '-She 1ad ‘to
me and taking it, wrapped it in her dirty ssar-
ment and ran from the yard, When a’lmjdst.‘tu
the gate, she stopped as though struck by a sud-
den thought, and putting down her' fréasure,
searched among her clothes until findiig a small
parcel, she opened it and timidly approaching
presented it to me, It contained small green
plombs not larger than a filbert, and was no
doubt to her very valuable. But they would iiot
satisfy the cravings of hunger, and wretched afs
she was, there was'to het no other way of show-
ing a beggar’s gratitude. E. G

* Shanghai, May 1, 1850. R
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Poverty in Sh'mg}'iai‘.“.va e

S

It may seem to you wrelchedness indeed,
when human, beings are reduced sa low as to be
willing to shate with the dogs their food ; yet it
is even trve. 'The poor people here have ofteg
searched a small kong, (an earthen jar,) which
containg the offal of my kitchen, and the head
and entrails of chickens are carried off by them
as priats. - Sometimes when T have carried out
a dish with some food Init, it has béen almost
impossible to divide its cuntents, ov}fnii' fo.th

it
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soma of them, and'old grey-headed women have
thronged around me, begging for a morsel to

keep them from starving. y ., E.GS.
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Progress of the Truth in Francs,
. Mr. Wilfard ‘wries, under date of Douai, May
20, that'the Work is going on with every ai;bg:ﬁ?:
of encouragement. ‘M. "Thieffry ,ha,(_i’f,bz‘xpij;zgrll
four persons at Denain, and another was ex é‘r‘%‘
ed. "Mr. Lipoids had baptizéd eight persons at
Bethancoutt, and Mr. Foilon eight é,i,;'Sg_tv;ié;.
Thete was some disposilion shows’ by the multi:
tude to do mischicf, but tho mass ware respeciful
and dtientive spectators, and it was hoped"fhat a
good effect was produced.” The Association, the
Missionary Society, and the’Societ “for ‘publish*
ing-good ‘books, held their; anniversaries at Ser¢
vais, on tha 15th; “The Romish:;priesthood bear
involuntary testimony to the efficiency of th
gospel by their various annoyances and threats,
T * Magazine. ",
: : CT L
Missionary Appointment, '
At a recent meéting of the Board, Hopi, Pefer
Folsom, one of thé ‘elective ‘Chiefs of the Choet
taw Nation, was duly appointed one of:the mis:
sionaries of the:Association. Biother Folsor is
possessed of goods talents, and much zeal for the
cause of Christ in his nation, and enters upon his
work fibm'a ¢onviction of duty, He is'to labor
in connection ‘with brother "Smedley; ini'tha
Northern sectiqq of the nation, and :will. undoubt.
edly prove a viluable ** fellow helper to, the
truth,” ‘This is but anotheér stép ‘made in the
policy of the Boatd 1o employ as' fa¥ as practica-
ble, native preacters~—Indian 4d. :

b

Rev..J, M. Ashbum, ... ; .y
In accordance with the adyice of the members
of the Putawatomie Mission, and by.consent and
approval of the Board, this' good Jbrother ‘and
wife have left their sfation to"spénd a few months
in South-Carolina. Duringtheir- stay, brother
Ashbarn.will act as the agent of the Hoard, and
we most affectionately commend him to the.
brethren whetever God in his proyidence, may
call him. As'brother Ashbnin is well known'in
the State, he-will no doubt:receive;a cordial wel:
ooms, and 2..libetal response. ta his, applications
for aid.—1bid. ; T
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" T knoiy that all the children whoso' parents| ™

take thislittle paper, will be pleased to sec a part

intended especially forthem. Now, dear child: |’
ren, 1 will tell you the reason why we wish you}’
to ba interested in missions. You know that|-

after awhils your parents, and all those who be-
Jong to the church now,-will have died and gone
to heaven. You will then bo our ministers, our

missioparies, the members of -our churches, and| -

if whilg young you arg interested in missions, you
will be more able to do your duty whea grown,

“You have al] heard that thero are a great many |

people in different parts of the world, called hea-
then, who know nothing of the *living God,”?
who made all things, but who woship idols made
by their own hands, *which havo mouths, but
they ‘speak not; eyes have they, but they see
not; they have ears, but they hear not; noses
have they, but they smell-not; they have hands,
but they-handle hot; feet-they- have; but they
walk not; neither speak. they through their
throat.” This description of the gods worshiped
by the heathen, you may find in the 115th Psalm,

Do you kuiow how many people thers are who
have never even heard of the Bible oz of the Sa-
viour of sinners? Mote than 465,000,000 of
human beings are in this sad condition. How
does -this make you feel? Yon have often said
the hymn beginaicg,

i @K thank the gondness and the grace,
* Which on my bizth has amiled,
And placed me in’ this CAristian land
A free and Bappy child;”

but have you ever -thought that you should da
something for the poorignorant heathen! When
Jésus Christ was fn the world, he left this com-
mission to his disciples, “Go ye isto all the
world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”
But T hear you say, I cannot go far away from
home. Iam tooyoung. Icould pot preach to
the heathen.” Tiue, dear children, you cannot
go »mz, (L hope many of you will some day be-
comeé- missionaries,)- bui even-gorr-can-oy some:
thing. When you kneel down every day to
thank your heavealy Father for his mercies to
you, can you not vemember the poor hefthen
children and ask God to bless them, toe. He
will hear your pragers. But you can'do still
more. Instead of spending your money for cakes
and candy, or togs, which do you no good, you
can save it to buy books and to send teachers for
these heathen,, - : T

I will tell you what I hgva heard of sonie litde
girls doing. They:used to have missionary
meetings, and saved and collected in one year
§15,

‘Now most they not have felt much happier
thaa if they bad speat their money in gratifying
themselves? Suppose you try this plan and see
if;you cannot succeed as well. You will find
some account of their meetings in a little book in
your Sunday-school Library, called *The Gizls’
Missionary Meeting.”>

Now, as those of my readers, who have deter-
mined to do something for tife heathen, will like
10 hear moze about.them, in my, next letter, ] will
tell what missionaries.are dolsg 'in some coun:
tries. Friexp or ChiLbex,

T
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Sarah’s Legacy.

T'he other day, a gentleman came inte the Mis-
sionary House in foston, bringing with him a
danation of $3 00 for the Board. It consisted
almost eatirely of five:cent pieces, and had been
treasured up from time 19.time by, a litde girl
whose name ‘was Sarah, ‘She has had a spinal
complaint from her infancy, which confined her
year after yeat to the house, and caused her at
times dreadful pain. Bat Sarah, yoang as ske
was, loved the Sariour, and showed, in'the midst
of her sufferings, sweet' Cliristian feeling. She
fodl’ a great intetest in the Sabbath-school and
all benevolent objecty, and by reading booksabout
the heathen, had learned to pity-their miseries
and longed;to.do something for their salyation,
About two'years ago she asked her mother to
give_her little treasure, when she was goge, to
buy books for the; heathen. She Jately breahed
out her lifedn:Jesus’ arms, and 13 now, without
doubt, free from all pain, and a happy inhabitant
of that world, where no one ever says, *1am
sick.)l- Blest spirit! May many imitate your
example, am} &9hla'19535,‘ last (your joys.—Day-

Y e

spring.
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Cruel Practice.

The above plcturs, dear children, represents the burning
of a woman with the body of her dead husband, This was
once » commen practico in India, but now much of it is
done away, snco tho gospel has' been carried there.” Doubt-
lass you ave desirous that the religion of Jesus, which puts
s stop to all such cruslties, may find its way jato every
land, snd control every heart. Then you must pray for
this—give your money to send the Bible—and when you
grow older, perhaps some of you may yourselves become
misslonaries and teachers among the poor heathen, You
would perhaps like to hear mors about the horrid rite reps
resented in this picture, so you may just goon and hear
‘what s mlssionary saw himself,

"The missionaries wera informed that a woman
was {0 be burned in their neighborhood, with the
body of her deceased husband. Several of them
hastened to the spot, hoping to succeed in pre-
venting the cruel deed ; but before their arrival,
the fire was consuming the wretched victim, and
the spectacle was hetrid beyond description.
According to their account, the spectators exhib-
ited not only the most brutal indifference, but a
levity altogether unnatural and revolting. The
fire was too small to accomplish its cbject speedi-
Iy, and the tortares of the poor woman were pro-
tracted to an unusual length. Her limbs hung
out cf-the-fire-while the body was in'the flames!
After some time, an attendant took a bamboo,
ten ot twelve feet long, and pushed and beat the
unconsamed portions of the bedy, as we should
repair a fire of green wood, by throwing the half
burned pieces into the middle! The whole scene
was enongh to chilt one with horror. How cru-
el, how debasing the effects of this vile supersti-
tion!

Mr. Marshman, who was present, endeavored
to remonstrate against this degrading practice.
He says,—*Turning to a young Brahmin, who
was the principal actor in this horrid tragedy, [
told him that the system which allowed these
cruelties could no more proceed from God than
darkness from the sun, and solemnly warned him
that he most hereufter appear at the bar of (God
to answer for this inhuman murder. With a
savage and contemptuous grin, he replied, that he
gloried in it, and felt 1he highest pleasure.in pez-
forming such a ceremony. I then turned to the
people, and on my beginning to expoatulate with
them, one person remarked, that the woman had
sacrificed herself of her own accord, and had
ascended the pile as a matter of pleasure, ¢Why,
then,” said 1, ¢did you confine her down with
that large bamboo?” Tt was replied, that this
was ‘necessary, to prevent her from running
away.’ “What!? said 1, *would she hase 1un
away from that which she considered as a pleas-
ure?” 1 next addressed a youth of about nine-
teen, who had been induced 1o et fire to the fu-
neral pile, that was to consume hoth his parents.
*You have murdered your.mother,’ said I; iyour
sin, therefore, is very great; though the guilt of
the Brahmin, who urged you to the perpetration
of such a° deed, is siill greater; How will you
bear the reflection that you have destroyed your
only sutviving parent?’ e scemed to feel the
force of what was said to hini, as his eyes wero
suffused with tears; but just at this instant, that
hardened wreich, the Brahmin, rusked forward,
and drew him away.” _ ‘

Missioxary Ginis' Scuoo,—There is at
Walihamstow, (Eng.,) a school for the daugh-
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ters of missionarics, It contains upwards
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ty childien.

When Thomas Hoopoo, a native of the South
Sea Islands, had been about two years in the
Cornwall Missien school, he took a journey with
a friend and spent an evening in a select compa.’
ny, who wete much eatertained by the questions
proposed to him by an irreligious lawyer, and his
amusing answers, ~ At length Thomas said in
substanegi— :

“1am a poor heathen boy. Itis not strange
that my blunders in English should amuse you,
But soon there will be a farger meeting than this,
We shall bathere. They will ask us all one
question, namely, ‘Do you love the Lord Jesus
Christl’-—Now, sir, I think I can say, yes,
What will you say, sir?* ‘

He ceased; a death-like stillness pervaded the
room. At length it was broken by a proposition
of the lawyer, that, as the evening was far spent,
whey shouid have a season of devotion, in which
Thomas shoald lead, It was acceded to; and
Thomas, in his accustomed meek and affectionato
mauner, addressed tha throne of giace. Soon
ha prayed for the Jawyer in person, alluding to
his. Jearning -and. talent, and besought that he
might not be ignorant of the way of salvalion
through Christ.  As he proceeded thus, the emo-
tion of the lawyer rose above restraint, Ile
sokbed aloud. The whole company were affect-
ed, and sobs drowned the speaker's voice.
Soon they separated and retired to their respec-
tive rooms. But there was no rest for the Jaw-
yer. Tho question of Thomas rung in his ears,
What will you say, Sir?: He paced his room in
anguish.. The Spirit of God renewed his heart,

" The Tahitian Child and his
Mother.

Litle Teilio was a Tahitian. o had a mo-
ther who loved her Bible, and taught him ta pray
and to love God, though little more than thirty
years ago there were no such mothers in Tahili,
but many who destroyed their children, Ilis
mothet also taught him toove the house of God,
and he did lovq it so much that he would be very
sorry if he could not attend,

Teilio, however, had but a weak lody, and
was ofien kept at,home by sickness, even before
he was seized with the illness which caused his
death. Dyring that illness, his mother watched
over him with the most aflectionate care, and wag
rewarded by the eagerness with which he listen-
ed to her instiuctions, and repeated the prayers
she had taught him. Often when in paid he
begged hier to pray for him, and expressed his
sorrow that now he could not be whete he would
like to be, in the house of God, '

Every thing was done by his friends to save
his Tife, hut it pleased God to take him away from
this state of sin and sorrow, to that hlessed,
blessed world where there is no pain, Shortly
befgre his death, he looked at his, mother, and
said, ** Health to you, mother, I am going,"
“ Going where! " said the mother. * Geing. to
my Father,” he replied. ¢ Who is your fa-
ther?” ¢ God is my Father”” “Will God
take you, sinful as you are, for his child??
“Yes; 1 have begged him to do so, and he
will.” 1lo then asked all to retire but his mo-
ther, whom he 1equested to raise him up while
he prayed to his Saviour to take him. After

doing so, tho little Boy laid himself down again,
and went to his *¢ Father ** above,

Observing, some days ahler Teilio's dcath.,‘thnt
his mother, when in hey usual seat at chapel,
wept very miach, and did not sing, as was her
habit, after the servico, I said 1o her, ' Why do
you weep?” ¢ Because my dear child is absent
from my side.” *“Would you, then, call him
back, if you could?” ¢ Oh no, I is happy
where ho is,” she replied, “T would not call
him back, but I must shed a fow tears 1o his
memoty, for that T cannot help."” ‘

This was a Tahitian mother, ard a Takhitian
child, not as they 1were, when tho heart was fro-
zen by the hardening' influence of heathenism,
Then the mother would have seen her own jnfant
destroyed without pity and without an effort 1o
save it.  Nay, sho would with her own hands
have crushed her tender infant, uud cast it from
her.” Mothers forgot their own sweet babes, and
smothered them in the grave, ‘

What kas made the difference between their
past and present state? 1t is the blessed gospel,
which we wish you to love, and then to send
it to the heather, that it may teach all the cruel
mothers in dark lands tolove thejr childeen, to
teach them to love the Saviour, and oven when
they have gono to heaven, to shed a tear over
their graves.—Juv, Miss, May,

The Gods of Indin,

The serpent, the cow, tho kite, tho monkey,
all these, and many, many others are the gods of
India. Tho carth itself is a goddess ; and in the
spring Mr. Arthur, a missionary in that count: I8
used to hear frightful noises about the fields at
night, procceding from the agrisultural Iaborers
whe were offring saciifices to her. In the
Goomsoor country, it 1s usual to offer 2 human
victim in sacrifice to the earth. A wretched man
is tied to a post, and surrounded by a gieat many
others, each armed with a knifo; at a given sig-
nal they all rush upon him; and without atun-
ning him first, ot killing him at vnce, each wman
cuts from his person, as luge a picce as he
can get in the strugglo, and runs off to divide jt
among the people of his village, who hastens to
buty it in their field while it is yet warm, On!
bow ¥ad and fearful a thing it is 10 loso sight of
God, and wander in tho darkness of idolatry!
“The dark places of the earth aro full of the
habitations of cruelty.”

Not the earth alone—tho sun is a god; the
moon isa god; theseaisa god, the winds, the
clouds, the rainbow, theso are all gods, The
banyan tree, the margosa, and' other trecs and
herbs, are gods., The shalagrama, a black schis-
tous stone, is worshiped as a god. Tho Ilindoos
say, that one of the wives of their god, Vishnu,
was metamorphosed into a plant, and that Vish-
nu to show iy affection, himsell took the form
of the black stone, in order to keep by her side.
From that time they have woshiped the shala-
grama, ’

And these are the gods of Gobbea! Misera-
bl things indeed! What could they tcach us?
How could they-comfort u¢ in the hour of death?
My little readers, be thankful that you are point-
ed to another ‘God—the God of the Bible, But
is he your God? Do you serve him? Do you
love him? If not, you are no. hetter off than the
Ilindeos.—Miss, Rep,

THE COMMISSION,

A NEW PERIODICAL, PUBLISHED BY THE

- BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS.
‘ TERMS,

Single copies per annum, - 25 cents
Five copies, mailed to-ong address, $1 00
Twenty-eight copies to oue address; 4 00
Fifty copies, to one address, - - - 8 00
One hundred copies, to one addices, 15 00

II7 Where several copies aro taken at a post
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have them sent to one individual, s0 as 10 receive
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where singlo copies are mailed to individuals,
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be made always in advance,
! :

Address |, II, K. ELLYSON, Pussisucs,

Richmond, Va.




	The Commission
	1850
	09
	
	33
	34
	35
	36





